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SHOULD WE FEED WILD 

BIRDS? 
 
Our native birds are quite capable of feeding 
themselves throughout the year except in extreme 
drought.  Most birds do NOT normally eat the foods 
we eat or usually put out for them. 
 
Most Birds naturally eat nectar from flowers, small 
insects, spiders and grubs of thousands of different 
types, lerps, other creatures that live on trees and 
seeds. Some birds also eat reptiles, frogs, rodents, 
small birds, nestlings and eggs and small mammals. 
 
None naturally eat beef, cheese, large seeds, bread 
and other human foods.  True, many will eat these 
foods if they are available, but none can live on them 
and stay healthy. 
 
The birds that eat human foods are usually the large 
predatory birds that eat small animals, small birds and 
eggs.  (Butcherbirds, Currawongs, Crows, Magpies) 
 
By feeding these birds we encourage larger numbers 
of them with the result that the smaller birds soon 
disappear from the area. 
 
By encouraging these larger birds we help with the 
local extinction of smaller birds. 
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BIRDS EATING DOG AND 
CAT FOODS. 

 
All our native birds are capable of feeding themselves, 
except during extreme drought.  Most birds do NOT 
normally eat the foods we eat or often put out for 
them.  Some birds do take the food people leave out 
for their cats and/or dogs. 
 
Usually these are birds we don’t want around our 
homes all day as they are the species, which are 
aggressive to, or prey on small birds, their nestlings 
and eggs.  (Butcherbirds, Magpies, Crows, 
Currawongs, Common Mynas). 
 
These feral (brought here from overseas) Common 
Mynas are very aggressive, roost and move about in 
large groups, take over nest hollows often killing the 
nestlings inside.  They attack nesting adult birds and 
foul nearby hollows with litter and rubbish. They really 
are undesirables. 
 
The large native birds are quite capable of feeding 
themselves. Feeding them only increases their 
already inflated numbers. We really should not feed 
them and few people do but they often raid food left 
out for pets. 
 
To prevent this we need to feed our pets where the 
Mynas and other birds cannot go (i.e. inside a 
building) or feed our pets at a regular time each day 
with only as much food as they will eat within about 
twenty minutes. The food left overs should be 
removed so there is nothing to attract birds. 
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BINOCULARS 

 
When buying binoculars for bird watching, consider 
the following: 
MAGNIFICATION (7x, 8x, 10x)  The greater the 
magnification the larger the bird and everything else 
appears. Also the greater the magnification, the 
greater the effect of shaky hands, making it difficult to 
see birds clearly.  Choosing a lower magnification 
reduces the effect of shaky hands..  
LIGHT.  The number following the 7x on the 
binoculars is the diameter in mm of the front lens.  
The larger this lens, the more light enters the 
binoculars, and the image we see will be brighter.  So 
7x 40 binoculars let in more light than 7x30, which let 
in more light than 7x 20.   
CLOSE FOCUSING.  Birding binoculars should be 
able to focus on things as close as 3.5 metres away.  
WATER RESISTANCE.  It is desirable that binoculars 
be waterproof, as eventually you will be caught in the 
rain.  Water or even moisture inside the binoculars will 
make use difficult and can allow fungus to grow 
between the lens elements.  
ANTI FOGGING.  Binoculars filled with nitrogen don’t 
fog up on the inside in any weather. 
WEIGHT.  Heavy binoculars are tiring to carry for a 
long time. 
COMFORT.  Binoculars must be comfortable in your 
hands and around your neck if you are to use them for 
long periods. 
COST.  Reasonable binoculars can be bought for 
under $300.  The very best ones cost a lot more. 
RECOMMENDATION.  Chosse binoculars that suit 
your use, your ability and pocket.  If you expect to use 
them a lot, buy better ones than if you intend to use 
them once a year.  See the sheet USING 
BINOCULARS. 
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BIRD BOOKS 

 
We are fortunate in having a great range of books 
available on Australian Native Birds.  Quite a few 
cover all birds in Australia while many others 
specialise on a species or family. 
 
Below is a list of the common field guides. All have 
some merit but you will need to consider size and 
weight as well as content, if you intend carrying it. 
 
Michael Morcombe - Field Guide to Australian 
Birds. Well set out. Good illustrations of birds in flight.  
Graham Pizzey & Frank Knight - The Field Guide 
to the Birds of Australia.  Comprehensive text. 
Simpson & Day - Field Guide to the Birds of 
Australia.  Good illustrations, but not aligned with 
text. 
Slater, Peter - The Slater Field Guide to Australian 
Birds of Australia. Good text and illustrations.  Small, 
compact format. 
Donald Trounson - Australian Birds. A Concise 
Photographic Guide. Text & Photos are in separate 
sections.  Harder to use. 
Reader’s Digest Complete Book of Australian 
Birds.  Large and comprehensive.  Use at home. 
Wildlife of Greater Brisbane.  A Queensland 
Museum Publication. Describes many birds of the 
Brisbane area as well as other animals and insects. 
Brief descriptions. 
 
Which book/s to buy is a personal preference?  You 
may need more than one.  Slater is the easiest to 
carry, but some of the others contain more 
information. 
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FERAL BIRDS 

 
In Australia, as well as native birds, we have a few 
that have introduced themselves.  They are now 
breeding here and so far are not a threat to native 
species.   Some (feral) birds have been introduced by 
people.  Some of these feral birds are already, or are 
likely to become a problem. 
 
The problem birds include COMMON MYNAS 
(Sometimes called Indian Mynas), STARLINGS, 
BLACKBIRDS AND ROCK PIGEONS (Homing Or 
Racing Pigeons).  
 
The bird creating the greatest problem is the Common 
or Indian Myna.  This bird is a HUGE threat to many 
species of small to medium birds that nest in hollows. 
 
Rock doves or feral pigeons tend to dominate native 
pigeons.  They take over food sources and drive 
native birds away.  They are also a problem to us and 
to our health as they can exist in large numbers in 
towns and cities and leave huge amounts of 
droppings. 
 
Starlings are less of a problem in Queensland, but 
they do still compete significantly with native birds. 
 
Blackbirds are confined to the southern states but 
could become a problem in Queensland one day. 
 
The Spotted Turtle-dove competes with the Crested 
Pigeons but is not aggressive and is less of a 
problem. 
 
Cattle Egrets are self introduced and have now 
spread to New Zealand. 
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COMMON OR INDIAN 

MYNAS 
 
Common Mynas were introduced from India to eat 
grubs in crops. This was a total failure in the same 
way as the introduction of Cane Toads was a disaster. 
 
Common Mynas are communal nesters.  They nest in 
communities and the whole flock assists in driving 
away competitors and feeding young.  Because of this 
they are very successful and numbers can increase 
quickly.  Mynas nest in tree hollows. They will eat 
anything, seed, insects, pet foods, human food 
scraps. Native species have more specific diets than 
Mynas. 
 
Common Mynas are quite aggressive.  They drive 
competitors (native species) away by attacking them, 
killing them, depriving them of nesting hollows, killing 
nestlings and fledglings and competing for food 
resources. 
 
Common Myna numbers are growing.  They are 
expanding their range in many places, especially in 
S.E. Qld.  If they continue to do so we will see far 
fewer native birds around our homes, towns and 
cities. 
 
We should discourage Common Mynas by doing all 
we can to deprive them of food sources, chasing them 
from our yards and disturbing them when they try to 
nest in our trees.  A hose works wonders. 
 
Some city and town councils are investigating ways to 
reduce their numbers. Please encourage your elected 
council officers to think this way.  
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NEST HOLLOWS 
 
Many Australian birds nest in hollows in trees 
particularly in old trees.  Many will breed nowhere else 
and if no suitable hollow is available, they will not 
breed.  Nest hollows are the places where birds 
breed, as well as where some spend the night. 
 
Many Australian trees form hollows but usually not 
until the tree is quite old, sometimes at least 100 
years old.  Trees with large hollows are often much 
older. 
 
Our land clearing for houses, roads, parks and playing 
fields, factories, farms, grazing lands or whatever has 
destroyed millions of trees and millions of nesting 
hollows. 
 
This means millions of birds have had nowhere to 
breed with the likelihood we have lost millions.  Feral 
bees, Common Mynas, and possums also use nest 
hollows so there is more competition for the limited 
number of hollows left. 
 
If you have a Field Guide of Australian Birds, do a 
survey and find out how many species use hollows to 
nest.  Do you know which duck nests in a tree hollow? 
 
Consider the above it is obvious that every old tree 
with hollows is valuable to birds, even if we see it as 
just another old dead or dying tree. Planting lots of 
new trees may provide good hollows in 50, 100 or 150 
years time but that won’t be much use if there are no 
birds left to breed.  
(Wood Ducks) 
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NEST BOXES 

 
Many Australian Birds nest in hollows in trees. Without 
hollows many birds have nowhere to build nests or to 
breed. Without nestlings there are less mature birds 
so the eventual conclusion could be extinction. 
 
Possums, feral Honey Bees and Common Mynas 
compete with native birds for the limited number of 
tree hollows remaining. 
 
One way to help fill the shortage of tree hollows is to 
build and erect nest boxes.  Boxes need to be 
designed to suit particular birds. Pale–headed 
Rosellas need smaller boxes than Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoos. The entrance hole also needs to be of a 
size to suit the bird. If this hole is too big predators 
can easily attack eggs and nestlings. 
 
Positioning the box correctly is essential as this can 
determine if birds will make use of your nest box  or 
ignore it. Monitoring the box is necessary to ensure it 
is not taken over by undesirable species.  
 
If Bees or Common Mynas take over the box it should 
be taken down and the invaders destroyed. After a 
thorough cleaning it can be resited. 
 
South – East Queensland has 87 bird species, 35 
reptile species and 55 mammal species that will use 
tree cavities for nesting and/or shelter. 
 
A useful guide to constructing and positioning nest 
boxes is the book Nest Boxes for Wildlife. A Practical 
guide by alan and Stacey Franks. Ready to use boxes 
can be obtained from  Hollow Log Homes, 5472 3142 
and Australian Nestbox Company, 3857 1086. 
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NOISY MINERS 

 
Noisy Miners (Mickey Birds) are native honeyeaters.  
They are related to Bell Miners, often called Bellbirds.  
They are a gregarious lot.  They flock together and 
stick up for one another.  If one needs help, all will 
hop into the fight. 
 
Noisy Miners breed all the year around if food is 
available and the whole tribe helps raise the young 
and bring food for them.  They can increase in 
numbers very quickly. They are also intolerant of other 
birds in their territory.  
 
If we have flocks of Noisy Miners around our homes, it 
is our fault as we are the ones who provide food for 
them to stay all year.  These birds are Honeyeaters 
and one of their main foods is nectar from flowers.  If 
there are a few months of the year when there are no 
flowering plants in our gardens they will move on.  
 
Maybe they will come back later but that short period 
when they have to search for food is a period when 
they don’t breed so there will be less of them. 
 
Popular plants such as the Robin Gordon Grevillea 
which flowers all year round are one of the reasons 
Noisy Miners can settle in one place, build up in 
numbers and drive out small birds. It is our fault if we 
have Noisy Miners annoying us.   
 
The solution is in our hands. 
 
If you have lots of Noisy Miners you won’t have  small 
bush birds. 
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MIGRATORY SHORE BIRDS 

OR WADERS 
 
Many of the “shore” birds we see in Australia during 
summer migrate to northern Asia to breed in their 
summer (our winter). They are commonly know as 
Migratory Waders as they migrate up to 9,000km to 
and from their breeding grounds each year. 
 
They range in size from very small (about Sparrow 
size) to about Crow size. Their long legs and long bills 
can make them seem larger.  While in Australia most 
are rather non-descript browns and greys but many 
“colour-up” into “breeding plumage” before migrating. 
 
Waders need tremendous amounts of energy to fly 
the distances they do. They spend the summer 
feeding and resting and building up reserves of fat as 
fuel for their journey. Many lose almost half their 
departure weight during the trip. It is essential that 
they be allowed to build those reserves. 
 
Waders feed according to the tides day and night.  
They eat at low tide when the banks and mud flats are 
exposed and rest at high tide when the banks are 
covered.  The places they rest are called “high tide 
roosts.” 
 
Disturbance by people, boats, dogs, children, 
fisherman, walkers, jet-skis, four-wheel drives or 
anything else while they are feeding or roosting uses 
up energy so the fewer disturbances the better. 
 
Moreton Bay is internationally recognised as an 
important summer feeding and resting place for these 
international travellers. Please help them by not 
disturbing them. 
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USING BINOCULARS 

 
If you wear spectacles adjust the eyepiece to bring the 
lens closer to your eye.  Without spectacles adjust the 
eyepiece out. 
 
Adjust the binoculars on the centre hinge until you can 
see clearly through both sides. If you see two circles 
try again. 
 
With the right eye closed focus, using the left eye, on 
something about six metres away.  Don’t change this 
focus. 
 
With the left eye closed adjust the focus on the right 
eyepiece using the diopter adjustment. 
 
Try with two eyes.  Both should see a clear image.  
Practice focusing on objects at different distances. 
 
TO LOOK AT A BIRD. 
Hold the binoculars at chest height and find the bird 
with the naked eye.  Look for movement. 
 
Keep your eyes on the bird, lift the binoculars and 
place them in front of your eyes pointing at the bird so 
it will be in sight.  Focus to get the clearest view.  This 
requires practice. 
 
If you drop your eyes into the binoculars you will lose 
the bird and probably have to start again. 
 
Practice until focusing is automatic. 
 
Clean the lens with a soft brush and a lens cloth only. 
If very dirty wash waterproof ones under a gentle tap. 
Clean the body with a damp cloth. 
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WADER ROOSTS 

 
Migratory Shore Birds or Waders spend their six or so 
months in Australia building up their bodies for the 
autumn trip to northern Asia to breed in the tundra 
areas. Many thousands of birds summer around 
Moreton Bay. They feed on mudflats around our salt-
water bays and estuaries. They can only feed when 
the tide is low and the banks are exposed. They feed 
both day and night at low tides. 
 
At high tides they gather in large numbers to wait out 
the tide and to rest on banks or the shore above the 
tide level. These places are known as “High Tide 
Roosts”. These roosts are sometimes in remote spots 
but more often very close to human activity as in our 
area there are few remote spots left. 
 
Waders usually lose up to half their body weight 
during their migration so they have a lot of building up 
to do. Building up involves eating, resting and not 
using excess energy. 
 
To achieve this it is essential the birds be permitted to 
feed and roost without disturbance. Much feeding is 
done on banks well off shore which are less attractive 
to people, but some feeding is done on foreshores 
where we play.  
 
The two occasions we disturb Waders is while they 
are feeding and while they are resting at their “High 
tide Roost”. People going for a walk, dogs running 
free, boat and jet-skis going by and fisherman 
intruding on the area all disturb the Shore Birds. 
 
Please avoid putting these birds to flight. 
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WHITE IBIS 

 
The Australian White Ibis is naturally a bird of 
freshwater wetlands, swamps and tidal mudflats and 
similar areas. Its natural diet includes all sorts of bugs 
and insects, grasshoppers, small fish, small reptiles 
and ants.  Ibis were historically known as farmers' 
friends because of the large quantities of insect pests 
they consumed.  
 
All this has changed because of our modification of 
the landscapes and our determination to supply them 
with great amounts of “easy to obtain” foods in the 
form of left overs and throw aways.  
 
Their long beaks are ideal for digging food from soft 
soil in wetlands, from garbage dumps and from open 
rubbish bins. 
 
Like any sensible being they appreciate a free feed 
and this is what we have provided by way of food left 
over from our picnics, workday lunches and scraps 
dropped off outdoor café tables.  Rubbish dumps are 
especially attractive to Ibis as each day tons of food 
scraps are deposited there for Ibis to scavenge.  
 
White Ibis, like people, congregate where services are 
best.  Most Australians live in cities and so do White 
Ibis.  If we wish to see White Ibis numbers reduced we 
must stop providing for them.  Reduce food litter, 
install Ibis-proof rubbish bins and convince our 
councils to better manage dumps. 
 
It’s up to each one of us to manage the problem rather 
than just complain about it. 
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TORRESIAN CROWS 

 
In Australia there are five members of the corvidae 
family.  T he most common one in Queensland is the 
Torresian Crow named after the Torres Strait, which 
separates Australia from New Guinea. 
 
These birds naturally eat seeds, plant materials, 
insects, small sea turtles, crabs, reptiles, small 
mammals, birds and eggs and carrion (dead 
creatures).  When living on this natural diet they 
seldom increase in numbers to become a nuisance.  
 
Our cities and towns provide them with lots of 
alternative foods and our vehicles also provide lots of 
dead wallabies and other dead animals along our 
roads as food for them.  
 
Crows are very efficient garbage disposal systems 
cleaning up dead animals and birds. 
 
If Crows are a nuisance in your area, the blame rests 
firmly with your neighbours and you.  You are the 
ones providing the extra food so that numbers can 
increase.  The way to solve the problem is to cut out 
the supplementary food sources. 
 
Ensure all food scraps at the local school are placed 
immediately in bird proof bins.  
Don’t feed wild birds. 
Ensure your pet’s food is not available to the birds. 
Don’t leave scraps about after a picnic. 
Remove dead animals from our roads. 
 
It is up to you. 
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RESEARCH 

 
Although it appears that we know a fair bit about our 
native birds we really know only a little of what we 
need to know if we are to ensure that our grand-
children and their grand-children are to have as many 
species of birds in their environment as we do today. 
 
Governments and universities do fund a small amount 
of research into birds and their needs but much more 
needs to be done. 
 
Organizations like Birds Queensland assist in a small 
way by raising money each year and allocating it to 
scientific research projects. These are usually projects 
initiated by universities or government departments.  
 
We raise money mostly by donations and by our 
annual “Twitch.” 
 
The “Twitch is a 24 hour event where teams enjoy 
bird-watching and raise funds by attempting to identify 
(either by sight or sound) as many species as they 
can.  
 
The money raising comes from sponsorship by 
friends, families, work associates, businesses or 
anyone willing. Every cent raised goes to research 
projects. Birds Queensland covers all administrative 
expenses. A sponsorship of $5 helps greatly. 
 
To donate or to sponsor a team please ring Dawn on 
3378 8595 or send your donation to.  
 

Birds Queensland Twitch Account, 
PO Box 2273 Milton Qld 4064 

 
(Please include your name and address so we can send a 

tax-exempt receipt) 
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“TWITCH” 

 
The Birds Queensland 2004 Twitch will be 
conducted over the weekend of 23rd 24th October. 
 
This is a competition where teams of 2 to  5 
people try to see or hear as many species of 
birds as possible within the time set. The team 
with the highest number identified wins. 
 
There are two time periods either the full 24 
hours between noon Saturday and noon Sunday 
or any continuous12 hours within that period. 
 
Teams raise money by seeking sponsorships, 
collecting the money and forwarding it to birds 
Queensland. 
 
The competition is open to anyone. To obtain an 
entry form contact Dawn on 3378 8598 or e-mail 
alphabec@powerup.com.au. 
 
The entry form includes a set of rules, a checklist 
and spaces for your details and a sponsorship 
form. 
PLEASE TAKE PART BY ENTERING A TEAM 

OR SPONSORING A TEAM. 
 

Ring Dawn and she will put you in contact with a 
team to sponsor. 
 
All money raised goes to support research on 
Queensland Birds and their needs. Donations 
over $2 are Tax-deductable. 
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PLACES TO SEE BIRDS  

BRISBANE EAST 
 
We can see birds in our gardens and streets, in parks 
and picnic areas and along creeks and fore shores.  
Some places have a greater variety of birds than 
others. The places listed below usually have a fair 
variety of bird species although some may be small 
and difficult to see.  The best times to visit are early in 
the day and when there are few people and dogs 
about.  Binoculars help with little birds.  
 
J.C.Trotter Conservation Park. Cherbon St,. UBD. 203 
K8. 
Lyttton Wader Roost. Wynnum Nth Rd UBD 143 F11 
Minnippi Parkland. Greystone St, T. UBD 162 B 17 
Tingalpa Creek, Leacroft St, Burbank. UBD 203 K20 
Whites Hill Res. Jones Rd, Carina. UBD 181 F7 
Wynnum Mangrove Boardwalk. Granada St,. UBD 
143 G13 
Wynnum Foreshore.  Wynnum to Lota. UBD 143 /163. 
Visitor Centre, Port of Brisbane. Wimbrel St UBD 144 
G6 
Metroplex Industrial Estate. Metroplex Ave, UBD 161 
M3. 
Brisbane Koala Bushland. Alperton St,. UBD 203 E16. 
Hemmant Quarry Reserve. Fleming Rd, UBD 162  L9 
Belmont Hills Bushland, Scrub Road, UBD 182 A9 
Melaleuca Env. Reserve, Herbert Street, UBD 163 K1 
Sleeman Sports Complex, Tilley Road, UBD 182 Q10 
Wellers Hell Reservoir, Marshall road, UBD 180  J16 
Seven Hills Reserve,  Latina Avenue, UBD 161 E15 
 
There are many places worth visiting which are not 
included here. 
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PLACES TO SEE BIRDS  

BRISBANE WEST 
 
We can see birds in our gardens and streets, in parks 
and picnic areas and along creeks and fore shores.  
Some places have a greater variety of birds than 
others. The places listed below usually have a fair 
variety of bird species although some may be small 
and difficult to see.  The best times to visit are early in 
the day and when there are few people and dogs 
about.  Binoculars help with little birds.  
 
Jindalee Park, Mt Ommaney Drive,  UBD177 M17 
Bellbird Grove, Brisbane Forest Park, UBD 136 Q7 
Fig Tree Pocket , Mandalay, UBD 198 J3 
Hawkesbury Rd, Anstead, UBD 195 N4 
Moggill State Forest, Mill Road, UBD 175 R11 
MoggillState Forest, Chalcot Road, UBD 175 L20 
Mt Ommaney Boardwalk, Summit Place, UBD 197 G4 
Rafting Ground Reserve, Moggil Road, UBD  177 F14 
Sherwood Arbouretum, Dunella Street, UBD  178 K9 
Pullenvale reserve, Pullenvale road, UBD176 H14 
Simpsons Falls, Mt Coot-tha, UBD 158 D10 
Gap Creek Reserve, Gap Creek Road, UBD 157 H15 
Botanical Gardens, Mount Coottha Rd,UBD 158 L14 
Gold Creek Reserve, gold Creek Rd, UBD 136 L14 
Lake Manchester, Lake Manchester Rd, UBD135 A20 
Slaughter Falls, Mount Coottha, UBD 158 G13 
THECA, Fleming Road, UBD 177 Q2 
River Point Boulevard, UBD 196 N13 
Walkabout Creek, Mount Nebo Road, UBD 137 G19 
 
There are many places worth visiting which are not 
included here. 
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PLACES TO SEE BIRDS  

BRISBANE NORTH 
 
We can see birds in our gardens and streets, in parks 
and picnic areas and along creeks and fore shores.  
Some places have a greater variety of birds than 
others. The places listed below usually have a fair 
variety of bird species although some may be small 
and difficult to see.  The best times to visit are early in 
the day and when there are few people and dogs 
about.  Binoculars help with little birds.  
 
Tinchi Tamba Wetlands, Wyampa Rd, UBD 100 C16 
Third Lagoon Reserve, Baskerville St, UBD 100 G20 
Deagon Wetlands, Bracken Ridge Rd, UBD 110 J2 
Dowse Lagoon, Deagon Street, UBD 110 N3 
Boondall Wetlands, Bicentennial Rd, UBD 111 N3 
Chermside Hills, Trouts Road, UBD 119 D11 
Raven Street Reserve, Rode Rd, UBD 119 F16 
7th Brigade Park, Rode Rd, UBD 120 B10 
Kedron Brook Wetlands, Toombul Rd, UBD 121 D20 
Nudgee Beach Boardwalk, O’Quinn St, UBD 111 L15 
Huxtable Park, Dundallli Street, UBD 119 J15 
Banks Street Reserve, Banks Street, UBD 139 D14 
Nudgee Waterhole Reserve, Childs St, UBD 121 J8 
Grange Forest Park,  Mornington Park, UBD 139 H6 
 
There are many places worth visiting which are not 
included here. 
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PLACES TO SEE BIRDS  

BRISBANE SOUTH 
 
We can see birds in our gardens and streets, in parks 
and picnic areas and along creeks and fore shores.  
Some places have a greater variety of birds than 
others. The places listed below usually have a fair 
variety of bird species although some may be small 
and difficult to see.  The best times to visit are early in 
the day and when there are few people and dogs 
about.  Binoculars help with little birds.  
 
D. M. Henderson Park, Grandilla St, UBD 200 R16 
Karawatha Bushland, Illaweena St, UBD 240 Q7 
Karawatha Bushland, Acacia Road, UBD 221 J19 
Heath Park, East Brisbane, UBD 160 J15 
Toohey Forest, Dellwood Street, UBD 200 F5 
Toohey Forest, Toohey Road, UBD 180 E20 
Toohey Forewst, Griffith  Uni, UBD  
Oxley Common, Sherwood Rd, UBD 179 B20 
Cliveden Reserve, Clivden Ave, UBD 199 A7 
Les Atkinson Park, Stones Rd, UBD 220 J1 
Brady Bushland Pk, Belyando St, UBD 220 N12 
 
There are many places worth visiting which are not 
included here. 
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KILLING NATIVE BIRDS 

 
In Queensland all native animals including reptiles, 
amphibians, mammals, marsupials and birds are 
protected which means we should not harm them in 
any way. Harm includes causing any injury as well as 
killing them. It is also illegal trap birds or steal eggs.. 
 
THERE ARE SUBSTANTIAL PENALTIES FOR 
HARMING OR KILLING NATIVE BIRDS OR 
ANIMALS. 
 
At times the government permits certain people to kill 
certain animals or birds if they consider the animal or 
bird exists in extremely large numbers in an area and 
if that animal or bird is causing damage to people, to 
crops or to the environment.  
 
Permits are granted to kill certain species of 
Kangaroos as it is considered there are not 
endangered and there is economic benefit to the 
shooters. 
 
Permits are very occasionally granted to destroy some 
bird species when great numbers are doing 
considerable damage to crops.  
 
The Queensland Government also grants permits to 
a small number of people each year to KILL DUCKS 
and QUAIL IN THE NAME OF SPORT. 
 
Should you have a problem with this write to your 
local member, The Minister for Environment or the 
Premier. Addresses on the Web. 
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KILLING DUCKS AND 

QUAIL 
 
In Queensland all native species of birds are 
protected. You and I cannot harm or kill native 
birds.  Those people who have Brush turkeys 
rearranging their gardens cannot legally have 
them removed let alone get rid of them or kill 
them. 
 
HOWEVER the Government, each year, gives 
permits to a small group of people (about 400) to 
KILL Ducks and Quail in the name of SPORT. 
 
Fortunately this permit is only to KILL certain 
species while others are protected. There is no 
proof that any shooters can identify protected 
species from target species. 
 
There is very little supervision of these shooters 
and the Government, through the Environment 
Department, relies on the reports of these 
SPORTSMEN to collect records of the species 
and number of Ducks and Quail KILLED. 
 
THE SPORTSMEN use shotguns, which send a 
spray of pellets and each shot usually hits a 
number of birds. Some birds will be killed, some 
will be injured and fall to the ground and some 
will be injured and fly off suffering pellet wounds. 
Many will die from their injuries or from infection. 
 
Is this the behaviour of a civilized society? 
(See suggestion over) 
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