
Birds Queensland’s next monthly meeting is on Thursday 5 August 2021 at the 
Warner Hall, Merthyr Road Uniting Church, 52 Merthyr Road, New Farm.   

The meeting will comply with the COVID-19 restrictions operating at the time 
and comply with Birds Queensland’s COVID Safe Plan.   

Birds Queensland is now using the Check In Qld app to check in members 
attending the meeting.  Visit https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld for 
more information on the app and links to download it. 

Birds Queensland will continue to video presentations.  Members will be notified 
when the videos are available for viewing online.  Summaries will be published 
in the newsletter.  
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Vicky Thomson - Rehabilitation, recovery and release.  Do 
rehabilitated coastal raptors survive? 

Vicky has been examining the survival of rehabilitated coastal raptors 
that are treated at Currumbin Wildlife Hospital on the Gold Coast.  
Treating and rehabilitating injured raptors requires the investment of 
significant time and funds.  Yet wildlife hospitals and rehabilitation 
centres are typically unable to monitor the birds post-release, nor assess 
the outcome of their efforts.  Vicky will talk about the results she has 
gathered so far from banding and GPS tracking of released birds. 

Rosalie Willacy - When the cat’s away will the rats play?  Investigating cat eradication outcomes 
for native birds in the multi-invaded Christmas Island ecosystem 

Eradicating invasive species from islands clearly benefits endemic and threatened species worldwide.  In 
ecosystems with multiple invasive species, management quickly becomes complex due to many varied 
and unknown interactions between species.  Conservation actions in these ecosystems can sometimes 
result in unexpected or adverse outcomes for the species we were trying to protect. 

Rosalie will tell us the results of her study of the situation on Christmas Island where, due to many 
constraints, feral cats (Felis catus) are being eradicated but not rats (Rattus rattus), although both 
species impact native and threatened birds.  In her talk, Rosalie will focus on the Christmas Island thrush 
(Turdus poliocephalus erythropleurus) and the Red-tailed tropicbird (Phaethon rubricauda westralis).  

Top left, Red-tailed 
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