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THE QUEENSLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
BIRD REPORT, 1985 

D.C. NIL AND 

This third annual report, giving the more interesting Queens-
land bird records for 1985, has again covered a wide variety 
of species and habitats. 	Our annual reports are useful in 
showing unusual changes of population size or distribution and 
bringing to notice populations in localities where they were 
not previously known. It is also important that we keep a 
reliable record of the status of Queensland birds so that we 
can make informed comment whenever necessary. 	This 
information will become increasingly relevant as the loss of 
good natural habitat continues. 

This year there was only one new species added to the State 
list, a South Polar Skua sighted off Pt. Lookout, North Strad-
broke Island, but nevertheless many interesting observations 
have been made. A major feature of the year was the dry 
conditions experienced inland (Fig. 1), especially in the north 
where a broad band from Urandangie north-east to Palmerville 
had below-average rainfall. This drought was associated with 
significant movements of a number of species towards the 
Gulf of Carpentaria and north-east Queenland coast. These spec-
ies included the Crimson Chat and Orange Chat. 

METHODS 

Records submitted have been vetted by the compiler and an 
informal committee. In addition to those sent to the Q.O.S., 
other records came from searching all the 1985 issues of 
C ozmic Ft sties, The Bird Observers' Club Newsletter, Queens-
land Ornithological Society Newsletter and the R.A.O.U. 
Newsletter. 	Exclusion from this Report in no way implies 
that a record was considered erroneous. 
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The format used here largely conforms to that used in 
previous Q.O.S. Bird Reports (see Palliser 1985). Nomenclat-
ure follows the R.A.O.U. (1978). The regional location (Fig. 
2) for each locality of sighting is given, in parenthesis, with 
the first reference to that locality. Initials of the observers 
appear after the date of observation in each record. 

I 	
NORMANTON

GEORGETOWN 

i NWQ 	NCQ 
20°S 

I 
• WCQ 	 CQ 

I 	 LONGREACH 	 CAPRICORN 

	

EMERALD 	ROCKHAMPTON 

--*-1 SWQ SCQ SEQ 
---  

ROMA 

I 	CUNNAMULLA 
BRISBANE • 

.–..X.....5/.  

FIG. 2. Queensland districts mentioned in the text. 
(from Dahms, in Palliser 1985) 
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DA 	Dawn Allen 

DAc D. Acton 

LIST OF OBSERVERS 

PH 	Peter Hazelgrove 	LP 

PHu Peter Hughes 	NP 

SUNBIRD 16(3) 

Lotta Persmark 

N. Pamment 

GB 	G. Beruldson RH 	Robert Hobson TP Tony Palliser 

LB 	L. Bennett RJH R.J. Hadley MR M. Roe 

MB 	M. Bennett RHa Ray Hando TR T. Robinson 

PB 	Peter Britton SH 	Sue Huessler AS Anita Smyth 

PBe Peter Berry RI 	Rob Inglis B5 Mrs. B. Scott 

PBr Penny Bruce BJ 	Barry Jahnke DS David A. Stewart 

TB 	Tess Brickhill DJ 	Daryl Jones J5 John Squire 

BC 	B. Cameron OJ 	011a Jonsson J5u J. Sullivan 

CC 	Chris Corben HK 	H.  King LS Lila Sharrock 

DC 	D.J. Cook SK 	S.G. Knowlman MS Marie Sampson 

GC 	Gary Cooper GL 	Graham Leach MSa M. Sanker 

JC 	John Crowhurst WL 	Wayne Longmore RS Rex Sharrock 

MC 	Marie Crawford AM 	Arthur Magarry VS Vic Sampson 

PC 	P. Coster DM 	Dawn Magarry MT Megan Thomas 

RC 	Ralph Cobcroft DMc D. McIntosh MTT M.T. Templeton 

RCa Ron Cartner FM 	F. Morris NT N. Taylor 

SCa Sheila Cartner JM 	J. McLean IV Ian Venahles 

AD 	Alan Danson JMcKJ. McKean AW A. West 

RE 	Rob Elvish NM 	Noela Marr CW Carol Wingate 

CF 	Cecily Fearnley RM 	Robert Mahoney FW F. Wainwright 

JG 	Jon Greeves DN 	David Niland JW John Wren 

LG 	L. Gunn LN 	Luke Naismith JWa Joan Walsh 

PG 	P. Grier JN 	John Noyce JWi Jo Wieneke 

SG 	Steve Garnett PO 	Peter Ogilvie LW Liza Wise 

HH 	Harry Hines CP 	Chris Pavey MW Malcolm Wilson 

MH 	Marie Higgs GP 	Graham Palmer RW Rod Wallace 

JZ Jenny Zimmerman 

OTHER ABBREVIATIONS 

bw 	beachwashed L. 	Lake R. River 

E. 	East N. 	North S.W. South-West 

I. 	Island 

km 	kilometre 

NP 	National Park 

Pt. Point 

W. West 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 

Great Crested Grebe Poditepz cALstrztab. Few reports, one at 
the Tarong Powerhouse Lake (SEQ) Dec. 21 - MTT. 

Hoary-headed Grebe Pottheephatws potiocephatith.Nine at Toomba 
Lake, about 80 km west of Ch,,rters Towers (MEQ) 
July 6-30 - PB. 

Wandering Albatross giomedea extitanz. One sighted earlier 
than previously, off Pt. Lookout, N. Stradbroke I. 
(SEQ) May 5 - AS, CC, CP, TP, DS. 

Black-browed Albatross Nom edea melanophityz. 	Of f 	Pt. 
Lookout, May 5 - AS, CC, CP, TP, DS. 

Southern Fulmar Fuemovuo geaciataidez. One bw on Teewah 
Beach (SEQ), Sept. 30 - JW. 

Cape Petrel Daptinn capen4e. One off Fraser I. (SEQ) July 8 
- RH. 

White-headed Petrel VW:NI/Loma te46oru'i. Ten off Fraser I., 
July 8 - RH. These represent only the second record 
for Queensland. 

Providence Petrel MAMA° m a sotanditi. The second record for 
Queensland. Sighted off Pt. Lookout, May 5 - AS, 
CC, CP, TP, DS. 

White-necked Petrel Ptertodito ma, extvout ceavicatiis. One off 
Pt. Lookout, Feb. 1 - AS, CC. 

Lesser Broad-billed Prion Pachyptiea ,satvini. One bw along the 
ocean beach at Fraser I., July 8 - RH. 
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Streaked Shearwater CaYnneatftih fruco m eta& Three off Pt. 
Lookout, Feb. 1 - AS, CC, CP; and one there Feb. 2 
- NM, DS, LG. 

Masked Booby Sulu dactytatca. One off Pt. Lookout, Feb. I -
CC. 

Red-tailed Tropicbird Phaetkon Aubticauda. One off Pt. Look-
out, May 5 - AS, CC, TP, DS. 

White-tailed Tropicbird P haethon leptuftws. One off Pt. Look-
out, May 5 - AS, CC, TP, DS. 

Great-billed Heron Aftdea /six m attana. A downy young at a 
heronry on the Flinders R. (NWQ) Apr. 12 - SG. 

Pied Heron AAdea picata. At Cairns (NEQ) Jan. 29 - FM; and 
also Mar. 18 - DM, AM; and fledged young at the 
Flinders R. and Bynoe R. (NWQ) heronries, Apr. 12 - 
SG. 

Great Egret Eytetta aeba. Four on nests on Bynoe R., Apr. 
12 - SG. 

Little Egret E ytetta gcvaetta_. Over 100 fledglings at Flinders 
R., Apr. 12 - SG. 

Intermediate Egret Egitetta inteitmedia. Over 100 fledglings at 
Flinders R. and four at Bynoe R., Apr. 12 - SG. 

Black Bittern Vupetoit gavicaeLiA. Nesting at Chelmer (SEQ) 
Dec. - NM. 

Black-necked Stork Xenachynchuis a/Siatic.u.S. Many records in 
the Brisbane region, although the regular nest at Bald 
Hills (SEQ) is apparently destroyed. One at Mitchell 
(SCQ) Mar. 31 - DA. 

Sacred Ibis Thiceidzioitni6 aethippica. Over 	30 	nestlings 	at 
Bynoe R., Apr. 12 - 5G. 

Royal Spoonbill Reataeea negin. Over 50 nestlings at Flinders 
R. heronry and over 20 at Bynoe R., Apr. 12 - 5G. 
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Magpie Goose A n4eActnaz 'se mipaem ata. As in 1984, recorded 
at quite a number of locations around SEQ with the 
largest a group of over 100 at Carbrook, July 25 - 
DAc. Nesting activity was observed at Goomboorian 
(SEQ) in October - CF. 

Wandering Whistling-duck D enckocy gna aitcuata. 200 at Cen-
tenary L., Cairns on Jan. 13 - DM, AM, an unusually 
large number. 

Plumed Whistling-duck DenciAocygna eytoni. Records 	for 	a 
number of areas in SEQ including over 400 at Goo-
meri, Apr. 6 - MTT. 

Freckled Duck Stictonetta naevaNa.. A 	significant 	northerly 
record at Forsayth (NCQ) July 2 - BC, over 150 
sighted at Dynevor Lakes (SWQ) Sept. 3/4 - GL, CW , 
PH, HH, and two at Nanango (SEQ) Nov. 3 - MTT. 

Australian Shelduck Tadoitna tad ouaidez. A bird observed at 
Cairns, July 21 - FM. Probably art escapee from a 
local nature park. 

Australasian Shoveler Ana's 'thy nchatirs. Unusual 	occurrences 
along the coast include two at Townsville (NEQ) Mar. 
6 - SG; six at Benowa (SEQ) Apr. to July - TR; six 
at Deception Bay (SEQ) May 19 - NM; and ten at 
Toomba L., July to Sept. - PB. 

Pink-eared Duck M caste hynchud m e m bitanaceows. Noted 	at 
most waterholes in NCQ and NWQ, and unusual marine 
sightings at Cairns Esplanade, Apr. 21 - LN, and 3 at 
Deception Bay, May 19 - NM. 

Musk Duck 134:zilvta iD &Wt.. One at Inglewood (SEQ) July 14 
and two at Dynevor Lakes, Sept. 3, 4 - GL, CW, PH, 
HH. 

Pacific Baza A viceda -subutistata. An unusual inland record at 
Forsayth, July 2 - BC. 

Square-tailed Kite L ophaictinia. isulta. Single birds at Green-
vale (NEQ), July 4, and Charters Towers, Apr. 4, 
Sept. 25 - PB; and at Yeppoon (MEQ), Sept. 25 - 
MC. 
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Black-breasted Buzzard H a m itEcAtAa m etano4tvcnon. 	One at 
Charters Towers (MEQ) Apr. 28 - PB; and Thargo-
mindah (SWQ) Sept. 3 - GL, CW, PH, HH. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax. One sighted over suburban 
Corinda (SEQ), May 30 - DN. 

Little Eagle Hieltactetu4 m oAphnoirlm. One at Karumba (NCQ), 
June 29 - PB; and at Cairns, Aug. 28 - DM, AM. 

Spotted Harrier CiAcu.6 cussEmas. A minor influx around Char-
ters Towers during May and June - PB; and it was 
noted on Magnetic Island, off Townsville, June-July - 
JWi. 

Black Falcon F deo zubnigvt. Wallaville (SEQ), May 25 - 
WL; and one at Karumba, June 29 - PB. 

Stubble Quail C otuicnix novaezeiand&e. Over 130 at Thargo-
mindah, Sept. 2 - GL, CW, PH, HH. 

Brown Quail Cattanix must/tab:4. Plentiful at Mitchell, Jan. 7 
- DA. 

Red-backed Button-quail Tuitnix m acama. Sighted at Brook-
field (SEQ), Mar. 20 - NT, and two tiny chicks found 
at Townsville, Mar. 6 - SG. 

Painted Button-quail Rana vaitia. A dead bird found in sub-
urban Coorparoo (SEQ), Mar. 17 - PG. 

Buff-breasted Button-quail Twtrax otivei.. A southerly extension 
to the range with sightings at Davies Creek, near 
Mareeba (NEQ), Apr. 8 - JS, and Kuranda (NEQ), May 
23 - JS, JMcK. 

Red-chested Button-quail Twtnix pothoth max . Two at Mingela 
(NEQ), Jan. 26 and two at Toomba Lake, Nov. 29 -
PB. 

Buff-banded Rail R clews philippen56. A record west of its 
usual Queensland range of a juvenile caught at 
Karumba, Apr. 10 - SG. 
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Lewin's Rail Raws pee:to/tab:6. Two at Conway Beach, Proser-
pine (NEQ), Jan. 17 - PB; one netted near Dayboro 
(SEQ), Apr. 25 - AW; and other records at Mt. Nebo 
(SEQ), Apr. 5 - AS, CC, OJ, LP; Mt. Glorious (SEQ), 
May 12 - LB, MB; and Indooroopilly (SEQ), Aug. 3 -
RC. 

Baillon's Crake Pazanct puziefa. Up to 23 at Mingela, Jan. 23 
- Feb. 15; single birds at Charters Towers, May 1-
5, Nov. 7 - PB; two at Townsville, Jan. 9 - SG. 

Australian Crake PoAzabct iream,inect. Four at Mingela, Jan. 26 
and one at Charters Towers, Jan. 29, 30 - PB; one or 
two at Townsville, Jan. 16, Feb. 27 and Apr. 21; and 
at least two on the Karumba Plain, Apr. 16 - SG. 
Nesting at Deception Bay in Dec. - NM. 

Spotless Crake PcPactna tabueivsi6. One flushed from a nest 
with 4 eggs, near Nanango, Nov. 10 - MTT. 

White-browed Crake P otiffeimnaz aneitews. One at Mingela, 
Jan. 23 - PB. 

Bush-hen Gateinuect ofivacea. Again recorded in the western 
suburbs of Brisbane and on N. Stradbroke I., including 
two chicks at Everton Hills, Jan. 1 - RE. 

Black-tailed Native-hen Gathnula vent/tab:6. An influx occurred 
across North Queensland with the largest sighting of 
500 at Karumba Plains, Apr. 16 - 5G. 

Purple Swamphen P cgtphyAio pcokyitio. Over 300 at Karumba 
Plain, Apr. 16 - SG. 

Brolga GAEL'S AufJ4candu.6. 1400 counted at Lake Powlathanga, 
about 40 km SW of Charters Towers, Apr. 19 - PB. 

Bustard AAdeatiis awsttaei6. Dry conditions inland appear to be 
causing a significant movement onto the coast. Unus-
ual records include Cairns, Jun. 23 - JC; Ingham 
(NEQ), Aug. 27 - DM, AM; between Bowen and Home 
Hill (NEQ), Apr., June, July - JW; and at Kuttabul 
(MEQ), Aug. 26 - DM, AM. Also in the Bell district, 
SEQ, July 1 - MW. 
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Beach Thick-knee Bwthinws negtectu.s. Nesting 	at 	Yeppoon, 
Sept. - MC. 

Painted Snipe R Witutaa benghalen/36. Two at L. Powlathanga, 
Feb. 2 and 9 - PB; one female at Karumba, Apr. 10; 
six at Townsville, Apr. 26 - SG; and a male at 
Benowa, Aug. 24 - TR. 

Banded Lapwing V andeuz tkicaton. Sighted at Boulia (WCQ), 
June 26 - DM, AM. 

Grey Plover Pluvial/3 zquataitata. Eight at Swan Bay, N. Strad-
broke I., Jan. 27 - GP, AD; and at Cairns Esplanade, 
Sept. 10 - DM, AM. 

Lesser Golden Plover P-Eimiati4 do minica. Observed at Toomba 
L., Nov. 9; and at Charters Towers, Nov. 4, Dec. 6 
- PB. 

Red-kneed Dotterel EitythAogony3 c/inctu6. Possibly 	a 	minor 
coastal influx with 14 at Deception Bay, Mar. 7 -
NM; and a record for Cairns Esplanade, Apr. 21 
LN. 

Little Ringed Plover C hakadtiliz dulyiws. One at 	Townsville, 
Feb. 5 - SG. 

Mongolian Plover C haitadAiu/s m ongaeu/s. Two at Toomba L., 
Dec. 22 - PB. 

Red-capped Plover Chaitaditito Auii.eapiefuis. 150 at L. Buchanan 
(CQ), June 16 - PB. 

Red-necked Avocet R ecurtvitta6tita novaehotfanctiae. 	Several 
flocks the largest with 8 at Bowen, Jan. to June -
JW; six at L. Powlathanga, June 14, and 80 at 
Karumba, June 30 - PB; 12 at Townsville, Dec. 1984 
to Apr. - SG; and 330 at Deception Bay, Sept. 15 - 
NM. 

Little Curlew Nu In enito minutws. 2000 at Karumba in April -
SG; and an unusual winter record at Forsayth, July 2 
- BC. 

Wood Sandpiper Panga gewteata. Two at Lytton (SEQ) on Jan. 
19 -AS, CC, DS, TP; and two at Abbott Point (NEQ) 
on Nov. 19 - JW. 
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Grey-tailed Tattler Ptinga bitevipe,S. An unusual inland sighting 
at the Burdekin Weir, Charters Towers, Oct. 8 - PB. 

Wandering Tattler Ptirtga incanct. One in breeding plumage at 
Bowen, July 27 - JW. 

Common Sandpiper Tfunga hypoteucao. Two at Woodgate NP 
(SEQ), Jan. 13 - FW; one at Yeppoon (MEQ) in Feb. -
MC; and at Noosaville (SEQ), Sept. 30 - JN. 

Greenshank Tninga nebactit.i.a. 59 at Karumba, June 30 -
PB. An unusually large number for this time of year. 

Marsh Sandpiper Tthtga "stagnatiiis. Unusual 	winter 	records 
from near Richmond (NCO), June 21-22; and two at 
L. Powlathanga, July 6 - PB. 

Terek Sandpiper TthEga tivtek. An unusual inland record at 
Toomba L., Oct. 19 - PB. 

Latham's Snipe G affinago haltdw.ickii. Charters Towers in Jan. 
- Mar., Aug. and Oct. - PB; and 60 km W. of Mun-
dubbera (SEQ), Apr. 6 - GL. 

Asian Dowitcher Lim nod,to m ups ,se m ipatm atuA. Clontarf (SEQ), 
Mar. 14 - NM and Thorneside (SEQ), Apr. 5 - 03, LP. 

Black-tailed Godwit Urn azst £Lm (ma. Several flocks the largest 
with 9 at L. Powlathanga, Feb., Apr., and June and  11 
at Toomba L., Nov. 29 - PB. 

Red Knot C diclitLs cartutuz. One at Toomba L., Nov. 9 -
PB. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Cc/A:A.6 cteurninata. 50 at Dynevor L., 
Sept. 3 - GL, CW. PH, HH. 

Pectoral Sandpiper C atith,6 metanotoz. One at Bowen, Mar. 4, 
10 - JW. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidtiz ,6extugi.nea. Four at Karumba, June 
30, including one in breeding plumage; 18 at Toomba 
L., Sept. 22 - PB; and three at Dynevor L., Sept. 3-
4 - GL, CW, PH, HH. 
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Sanderling Catichiz alba. Scarborough (SEQ), Jan. 6 - AW, 
HH, GL; and ten on southern end of N. Stradbroke 1., 
Jan. 27 - GP, AID. 

Ruff Phibmachuz pugnax. One at Townsville, Feb. 25 -
SG. 

Oriental Pratincole Gtaitecta maidivcutum. One at L. Powla-
thanga, Feb. 9 - PB. 

South Polar Skua Steitccotatiuz macCOAmicki. 	Sighted off Pt. 
Lookout, May 14 - AS, CC, TP. This is a new species 
for Queensland. 

Silver Gull Laituz novaehaetandiae. Seen at Georgetown (NCQ), 
Jan. 26 - DM, AM, 270 at L. Buchanan, June 16, and 
9 at Richmond, June 21 - PB. 

White-winged Tern Cheicioniaz ieucoptvra. An 	immature 	at 
Cairns, Mar. 31 - DM, AM; over 200 at Mudgeeraba 
(SEQ) in Mar. - TR; flocks of up to 2600, mostly in 
breeding plumage at Armstrong Plain S.W. of Norman-
ton (NWQ), Apr. 8 - 5G. 

Fairy Tern Stvuva neiceids. Four sighted on Masthead I. (SEQ), 
Dec. 12 - PO. 

Lesser Crested Tern Sterna benga&Dvsi.s. One at Bribie I. 
(SEQ), Aug. 4 - FW. 

Common Noddy Anows ztaiiduz. Sighted at Lake May near 
Yeppoon, Feb. - MC. 

Superb Fruit-dove Paiitopuz zupeitbu.s. One at Kelvin Grove in 
inner Brisbane, Jan. - MSa; one at Indooroopilly (SEQ), 
Apr. 1 - 13J. 

Woompoo Fruit-dove Ptilinopws magiAicwo. 	Two unusual 
records for suburban Brisbane at Nathan, Apr. 1 -
DJ; and Corinda, June 5 - SK. 

Torresian Imperial-pigeon Ducuta isperguthoa. Nine flying south 
at Mackay (MEQ), Oct. 2 - PB; and many present on 
Magnetic Island all year - JW. 
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Topknot Pigeon 1 ophotaim ws antcacticw. An unusual suburban 
record at Mt. Gravatt (SEQ), Aug. 1 - JWa. 

White-headed Pigeon C aeu m ba teucomeea. A 	sighting 	at 
Byfield (MEQ), Aug. - MC. 

Feral Pigeon Caeumba tivia. A white form seen on Heron I. 
(SEQ), Sept. - PBr. 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove M acitopygia am b oinelvs4.16. 	A 	westerly 
record at Ooline Gorge in Sundown NP (SEQ) - PH. 

Diamond Dove Geoptha cuneata. A rare coastal visitor rec-
orded at Pullenvale (SEQ), Mar. 10 - WT; at Yeppoon, 
June - MC; and at Abbott Point on Aug. 22 - JW. 

Common Bronzewing Phao chctfropteita. An unusual visitor to 
Magnetic I., Sept. 4 - JWi. 

Flock Bronzewing Pimps hiAttionica. Over 600 on the plains 
south of Normanton, Apr. 8 - SG. 

Squatter Pigeon P ettophcvs6a zwapta. 30 at Mt. Moffatt NP 
(SCQ), June 26 - MW. 

Spinifex Pigeon Pettophcvsisa peumieita. Located in the Thy-
lungra District (SWQ), Aug. 22 - LS; and at George-
town (NCQ), Apr. 8 - DM, AM. 

Wonga Pigeon Leuca6aAcia melanafeuca. Sighted 60 km W. of 
Mundubbera (SEQ), Apr. 6 - GL. 

Long-billed Corella C acatua tenuilta6t41.6. Seven aviary escap-
ees at Hope I. (SEQ), June 20 - MS, VS. 

Little Corella C acatua 4anguirtect. 43 at Hope I., June 20 -
MS, VS; two at Indooroopilly (SEQ), July 4 - RC; and 
also at Coombabah (SEQ), Oct. - TR. 

Musk Lorikeet Gioz6opsitta concinna. 7 at Moggill (SEQ), June 
12 - MR. 

Red-winged Parrot Apitozmictuz eitytivtopteituz. Cooloola 	NP 
(SEQ), July 29 - MT, JG. 
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Cockatiel Nymphiews hottandicu.s. A probable escapee at Cen-
tenary L., Cairns, Nov. 13 - DM, AM. 

Budgerygah Mdooittacws undutatws. There appeared to be an 
easterly movement during winter with sightings north 
and south of Toowoomba (SEQ); over 20 at Widgee 
(SEQ), June - PHu; and flocks of over 60 around 
Bowen in Apr., July, Sept. and Dec. - JWa. 

Crimson Rosella P.F.a.tycytews de.geuvs. An unusual record at 
Yeppoon, Feb. 3 - MC. 

Red-rumped Parrot Pzephotws haematonotws. Isolated populat-
ions at suburban Rocklea, Cannon Hill and Lytton. 
Also recorded at Mitchell, Oct. 10 - RS. 

Blue-winged Parrot Neophema chiuoo)stoma. S.W. of Windorah 
(SWQ), June - BS. 

Turquoise Parrot Neophema puichetea. Moggill, Aug. 	10 - 
IV; and at Fernvale (SEQ), Aug. 31 - GB. 

Oriental Cuckoo Cumews zatufwaws. One banded at Petrie (SEQ), 
Jan. 20 - DMc; sightings at Burpengary (SEQ), Apr. 
1-16 - GC, DS, CC; and on Magnetic 1., Apr. - JWi. 

Shining Bronze-cuckoo Civtoococcyx Acciduz. One of the New 
Zealand race at Burpengary, Apr. 6 - CC, DS, GC. 

Little Bronze-cuckoo Chiulsocoecyx. malayanws. One at Decep-
tion Bay, Jan. 2 - NM. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythitopz novaehoteandiae. One 	being 
fed by a Torresian Crow at Townsville as late as May 
1 - 5G. 

Rufous Owl Ninox tuba. A pair nesting at Townsville Com-
mon, Oct. - SG. 

Powerful Owl ha.nox ,sticenua. One at Eungella NP (MEQ), June 
14 - JSu. 

Barn Owl Tyto aeba. One at Albert Park near the centre of 
Brisbane, June 4 - RM. 
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Eastern Grass Owl Tyto tong& e m bit. Ingham, 	July 	7 - 
LW; Ingham Aug. 27 - DM, AM; 80 km N. of Mary-
borough (SEQ), Sept. 5 - PBe; and on Magnetic I., 
Sept. 17 - JWi. 

Marbled Frogmouth Podcaguis ocef.eatws. Sighted at Cooloola 
NP, Aug. 3 - CW, RW, RCa, SCa. 

Australian Owlet-nightjar Acgotheeez cAZstatu.s. At Georgetown, 
Apr. 4 - DM, AM. 

Fork-tailed Swift Apws paciiicto. 50 sighted with a flock of 
White-throated Needletails f-fiftundapuz caudacutws 	at 
Cooktown (NEQ) on Nov. 28 - JM. 

Blue-winged Kookaburra Dace& leach-ii. An 	unusual 	record 
from Burbank on the southern side of Brisbane, Aug. 
6 - JWi. 

Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher Tanyziptvux ,sy-evia. Magnetic 
I., Nov. 28 - JWi. 

Red-bellied Pitta Pitta mytivtogaistvt. The first winter sighting 
at Lockhart R. (NEQ), June 24-28 - JZ. 

Noisy Pitta Rita veit.si.catwc. One in the old Brisbane Botanic 
Gardens, Sept. - GC. 

Tree Martin CecitopieS itigticaivs. About 8000 birds in two 
roosts at the mouth of the Bynoe R., Apr. 7 - SG. 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Caltacina papuervsiz. Windorah, Aug. 
17 - RS, LS. 

White-winged Trifler La!age .sueuxii. One at Cairns, Oct. 10 -
DM, AM. 

Rose Robin Petto,La Aozea. Near Eungella NP, one on May 30 
and two on June 12 - WL. 

Scarlet Robin Petwica matticaewt. Mudgeeraba (SEQ), July 10 
- HK. 
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Red-capped Robin Pettoica. goodenovii. Beyond 	its 	normal 
range: at Scarborough, May 22 - MH; in Mt. Isa 
(NWQ), May, June; Burketown, May 7; and Georgetown, 
May 4 - DM, AM. 	There was an influx around 
Charters Towers May - Aug. and 10 sighted near 
Richmond, June 21-23 - PB. 

Hooded Robin Metanodicyco cuctitiatti. Georgetown, Apr. 7 
DM, AM. 

Pale Yellow Robin Titegeteazia caWo. Fraser I., June 10 - 
AW. 

Crested Shrike-tit Foicancduis 6Aontatws. Moonie R., E. of St. 
George (SCQ), Aug. 24 - NM, RI. 

Little Shrike-thrush Cotavticincea megathyncha. Three 	near 
Karumba, Apr. 10 - SG. 

Spectacled Monarch M oncvccha ttivikgatu.s. Five to ten seen 
with varying amounts of rufous on the breast at Heron 
I. (MEQ), Sept. 1-11 - PBr. 

White-eared Monarch Monevtcha teucati.,.s. Sighted in Tallebudg-
era Valley (SEQ), Jan. 20 - DC; and at Mt. Nebo 
(SEQ), Apr. 5 - AS, CC. 0J, LP. 

Eastern Whipbird Pzophodez o.&vacewo. A record for Byfield 
(MEQ), June 14 - WL. 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler Acitocephaeuz ztentolteuz. Over 25 at 
Nanango, Sept. 15 - MTT. 

Little Grassbird Megaeuitivs ytarnineu4. Four 	at 	Townsville, 
Apr. 8 - SG. 

Zitting Cisticola Cigicoict juncidis. Two on the Flinders R., 
Apr. 12 - SG. 

Brown Songlark C inctmha tit phuis cktoiaei6. Three at Mingela, 
May 22, June 5; and also at Toomba L., July 13 - 
PB. 

Western Gerygone Gerygone guzea. Around Georgetown, Apr. -
DM, AM; Charters Towers, May 26, 29 - PB; two at 
Gympie (SEQ), June - Pliti; and two at Canton in the 
tipper Brisbane Valley, July 20 - JN. 



September 1986 	 65 

White-browed Treecreeper C.PsmaeteAi4 a66inlis. 	At Coopers 
Creek (SWQ) in Aug. - NM. 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater A canthageny4 itu6ogutalt.i/1. A winter 
influx towards the coast at Cunningham's Gap (SEQ), 
May 23 - RJH; Yeppoon in June - DC; and at subur-
ban Inala (SEQ), July 11 - PBe. 

Grey-headed Honeyeater Lichenorto m us kewtteandi. As in the 
1984 Report at Eulo (,SWQ), Aug. 25 - NP, apparently 
an isolated population. 

Eungella Honeyeater Lichenost_omtus h<ndwoodti Cathu 	State 
Forest, N. of Mackay, June 8 - WL. 

Brown Honeyeater Lich m um. indihtineta. Almost as far west 
as the Grey Range (SWQ), Aug. 26 - GL. 

Painted Honeyeater Gitantieffa pieta. Nesting near Chinchilla 
(SEQ) in Mar. - RHa; and three sighted between 
Croydon (NCQ) and Georgetown, July 2 - PB. 

White-fronted Honeyeater Phytidonytirs aibilVtoiv5. Near Barcal-
dine (SCQ), June 30 - DM, AM. 

Bar-breasted Honeyeater Ram,wujoitinis .6aisciatu.s. Yeppoon, Sept. 
- MC. 

Banded Honeyeater Ceitthionyx pectoulLs. Mareeba (NEQ), Oct. 
19 - DM, AM. 

Scarlet Honeyeater Myzom eta zanguirtatenta. A 	pair 	near 
Charters Towers, Aug. 24 - PB. 

Crimson Chat E pthianwua titicaem. There was an influx across 
north Queensland during the period April to August 
with reports from Lawn Hill (NWQ), Mt. Isa (WCQ), 
Burketown (NWQ) and Gilbert R. (NCQ) - DM, AM; 
and from Cloncurry (WCQ), Charters Towers, and 60 
at L. Buchanan - PB. 

Orange Chat Epthianwra auiti6Aon4. An influx across N. Queens-
land with sightings at Lawn Hill and Georgetown -
DM, AM; Mt. Isa - DM, AM, JWi, PB; 60 at Richmond, 
L. Toomba - PB; and 21 at Townsville - SG, from 
April to August. 
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Yellow-bellied Sunbird N eat:mina jugulakirs. One at Smithburne 
R., about 60 km N. of Normanton, June 20 - SG. 

Painted Firetail E mbeema pieta. Noted at Georgetown, May 4 
-DM, AM. 

Zebra Finch Poe pkieta guttata. Numbers increasing in the 
north-east coastal areas with a large flock at Towns-
ville, during winter - JWi. 

Masked Finch Poephita peitisortatct. Noted at Georgetown, Apr. 
5, May 4 - DM, AM. 

Plum-headed Finch Aide m ozyne m ode.sta. A flock of 200 west 
of Sarina (MEQ), June 12; a sighting at Mt. Crosby 
(SEQ), Aug. 2 - WL; and also at Townsville, Apr. 3 -
SG; Georgetown, May 5 - DM, AM; Colinton, July 20 
- 3N; and Bowen, July 27 - JW. 

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin LonchuAa caztaneo tho,Lax. 	12 at 
Flinders R., Apr. 12 - SG; and in unusual high winter 
numbers (20-30) at Magnetic I. - 3Wi. 

Common Starling Stumm vutgaiciz. A possible extension of the 
range with sightings at Blackall (SCQ), July 1; and 
Quilpie, July 4 - DM, AM. 

Spangled Drongo DicAwfuz hottentottio. 100 Magnetic I., Oct. 
23 - JW. 

Spotted Bowerbird Chtct m ydvia. m actdata. Bunya 	Mountains, 
Apr. - PC. 

Paradise Riflebird P titatiz pa)tadisews. One in relatively open 
forest at L. Manchester, near Ipswich (SEQ), Aug. 10 
- IV. 

Trumpet Manucode M ctrtucodia. heitaud)tenii. Kuranda (NEQ) on 
Sept. 22 - TB. 

White-winged Chough C oAcoltax m etancotha m phas. 	Longreach 
(CQ), June 29 - DM, AM on the western edge of its 
range. 

White-browed Woodswallow Afutamws sitpeAciLioistvs. Exceptional 
numbers (over 400) near Charters Towers, Feb. 17 -PP 
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Dusky Woodswallow AAtamuA cyanopte,w4. Well west of its 
range at Thylungra (SWQ) on July 5 - DM, AM. 

Pied Currawong Sthepvta yucutiria. West of its range, about 
100 km north-west of Longreach, early in July - SH. 

SPECIES OMITTED FROM THE 1984 REPORT 

Least Frigatebird FAegata altiee. A sub-adult female at Beaver 
Cay, on the Barrier Reef E. of Tully (NEQ), Apr. 
25 - PB. 

Freckled Duck StActonetta naevoza. Six at L. Corella, W. of 
Cloncurry (NWQ), June 27; and five near Richmond, 
June 29 - PB. 

Chestnut Teal Ana's ezustanea. A male shot at L. Buchanan, 
Aug. 26 - PB. 

Black Falcon F atco 4tibnige/r. One S. of Charters Towers, July 
7 - PB. 

Lesser Golden Plover Pfitvializ do m -inica. One 	at 	Charters 
Towers, Nov. 20  -  PB. 

Red-necked Avocet R ectutviztostrta novaehaffAndige. 	Nine at 
Townsville, Dec. 12 to Jan. 1985 - PB. 

Wood Sandpiper Ptinga gecaeofa. One at freshwater pools at 
Alva Beach near Ayr (NEQ), Mar. 25  -  PB. 

V .0 NIL N 88 Ctewtey St., C akinda. Q. 4075 
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ORIGIN OF NAME EMU 

J.D. McDONALD 

ABSTRACT 

Emu is not an Australian aboriginal word but comes from Arabia. It is 
clerked from the name of the ostrich, written in non-Arabic script as 
Na. This curious connection resulted from two major historical 
events, the expansion of the Moslem empire in the 7th to 9th centuries 
and the oceanic explorations of the Portuguese in the 15th to 16th 
centuries. In Portugal the name became ema, and in this or similar form 
was given to the Cassowary by mariners in the East Indies. The Austral-
ian bird was first named New Holland Cassowary and New Holland Emu, 
finally just Emu. 

It is often mistakingly assumed that the name Emu comes 
from an aboriginal language. Dictionaries and encyclopaedias 
usually state that it is derived from a Portuguese word, 	ema., 
meaning crane, sometimes adding, also ostrich and other large 
birds. This interpretation was put less positively by Fletcher 
(1907) who wrote, "said to be derived from the Portuguese 
word Ema or Emea, signifying crane - but formerly applied to 
the Cassowary and Rhea". 

The identification of ema  with crane was firmly opposed by 
McClymont (1920), "no authority is quoted to prove that ema  
signified, or ever signified, crane", a disclaimer not accepted 
or overlooked by dictionaries. Earlier, the crane theory had 
been ignored by Collingridge (1909) who concluded, "the term 
emu, which is of Arabian origin and had been adopted by the 
Portuguese, once applied to ostriches, cassowaries and rheas". 
McClymont emphasised the cassowary connection, "The Arabic 
name of the cassowary is neama and there were many Arab 
traders in the Malay Archipelago at the time when the Portu-
guese first navigated it". 

The doubtful meaning of the word ema and the probability 
that it had been acquired, in some form, by Portuguese 
navigators from Arab traders in the far east, does little to 
clarify the question posed by Fletcher, "how is it that a word 
of Portuguese origin has become the vernacular name of the 
Struthious bird of Australia when the Portuguese had no share 
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in the colonisation of the country?" 	The answer lies in 
historical events spanning many centuries. 

In the first place, Prof. Fr. Bernis of Madrid states (pers. 
comm.) that the correct Portuguese name of the European 
crane is, and always has been, yuact, derived from Latin gk 
- also the root of the English word crane. Therefore Out& is 
a name given to a particular species, whereas ema, as used in 
Portuguese, is a general or collective term for several large 
crane-like species. The word ema originated in the name 
specifically given to the Ostrich in Arabia. This source has 
been verified (pers. comm.) by a teacher of Arabic, Dr. 
Mohammed Wassel, who gave the name, in script intelligble to 
non-Arabic readers, as Na amah, pronounced like tna-ema', and 
stated "the word emu (with all its variants) comes from the 
same root": an apparently cognate name in Hebrew is 
St a'anah; 	it means 'greed', because of the Ostrich's indis- 
criminate diet. 

Arabia, and the desert borders of Palestine, may seem a 
strange distribution for the Ostrich, a bird now usually 
associated with arid Africa, but it was common in the north-
west of the Arabian region from very early times until its 
numbers shrunk to extinction about 1940. But as it did not 
occur in southern Europe in recent geological times how then 
did its name become a familiar word in the Portuguese 
language? Not as McClymont suggested by seamen borrowing 
an Arabic name for the Cassoway in the far east but overland 
from Arabia long before Portuguese explorers ventured far 
from home. It was through the Moslem occupation of the 
Iberian Peninsula when, in the 7th to 9th centuries, Arabs 
extended their empire through Egypt and North Africa (as 
explained in a recent television program, The Alta.b-6). 	They 
left many permanent impressions in the countries they occup-
ied. Of their language Wells (1932) wrote, "because it was a 
fine language, and because it was the language of the Koran, 
Arabic continued to spread until it had presently replaced 
Greek and became the language of educated men throughout 
the whole Moslem world". Many Arabic words are included in 
Aryan languages. 

It seems highly probable, therefore, when Arab immigrants in 
the western regions of their empire first saw cranes it would 
be natural for them to exclaim, in Arabic of course, "There's 
an ostrich" - Na Email, which became ema in Portugal; just as 
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English explorers in the antarctic dubbed the large aquatic 
birds they found there as penguins, after the Great Auk or 
Garefowl of the North Atlantic which originally bore the 
name Penguin, because it was flightless or pinion-winged. 

Two questions now emerge: how did the name ema get out 
of Portugal and why did it persist in Portuguese and not in 
Spanish, when Moors and cranes were equally common in both 
countries? Answers are provided by McIntyre (1977). Early 
in the 15th century Portuguese navigators set sail in their 
caravels to discover and conquer the world. The Spaniards 
also took up the quest with the result that eventually, and 
inevitably, there were arguments, of one kind or another, 
regarding claims to ownership of territory. 	Finally it was 
agreed, by the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1485, and with the 
blessing of the reigning Pope, that the world should be divided 
between the two countries. Portugal was to have the section 
between longitude 51°W and 129°E; 	that is through South 
America to include Brazil, and in the east taking in the East 
Indies, now Indonesia, but not New Guinea (if Australia had 
been known it would have divided in half). 

In this vast Portuguese empire there were, in addition to the 
African ostrich, two other similar large birds, one in Brazil 
and the other in the East Indies. Each was given some 
variant of name ema. In a history of the province of Santa 
Cruz in Brazil published in 1576 it is spelt hema, and in a 
work on Brazil dated 1648 it is listed as ema. 	Later it was 
named in English and science, American Ostrich, .StAuthio amyl-
i.eana, until elevated to a unique status in the genus Rhea, 
named after the Titaness goddess. Rhea also became the 
common name. Native names were mentioned from time to 
time but none became popular. 

The other large bird, at the eastern extremity of the Portu-
guese realm, was also named ema.  In a publication of 1613 
it was written as ern& and ema. This title was adopted by 
the Dutch, who competed for the valuable spices of the 
region, a caption 'eme' appearing on an illustration of the 
bird published in Amsterdam in 1674. At the same time the 
native name became established in popular use. In a record 
of 1678 it is given as ea)soaici6, with later variants like kezua/ti 
(from Papuan words 1u:2il and went meaning 	'horned 	head'), 
which eventually became Cassowary. 
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Clearly, therefore, the Portuguese in their extensive lands had 
opportunities for regular contact with ostrich-like birds and 
ample use for the word e ma, whereas in the Spanish half of 
the world there were none of that description (New Guinea, in 
the Spanish zone, with its abundant Cassowary population, was 
almost unknown), and therefore if the word e ma had a place in 
Spain's domestic vocabulary it was unlikely to have been 
taken out of the country and became obsolete. 

When Australia with its 'large bird' came into the picture the 
names emu and cassowary, in various spellings, had more or 
less equal standing among Portuguese and Dutch in the east. 
Perhaps the Portuguese saw and named the bird em a if we acc-
ept McIntyre's persuasive thesis that they explored the east 
coast long before the arrival of Cook, but so far there does 
not seem to be any recorded proof that they did. The bird 
was first mentioned by a Dutchman in 1697 when in the Swan 
River area he saw footprints of men and other impressions 
"like those of a dog and cassowary" (see Heeres 1899). 

Cook and his industrious naturalists, Banks and Solander, 
missed the bird, but with the arrival of the first fleet in 1788 
it soon attracted attention. 	In letters sent home it was 
described, for instance, as "A very large bird of the ostrich 
kind which we call amuez" (Collingridge 1909), and in White's 
journal (1790) "A New Holland Cassowary was brought into 
camp". 	Remotely in Britain it was classified by Latham 
(1790) as Cassowary. There was, however, some bias in 
favour of emu, weighted apparently by the evidence of the 
only 'bird book' available, that of Goldsmith (1774), where an 
illustration of the rhea bears the caption 'Emu'. 

A certain Captain Tench must have had access to the book 
for he wrote (1793) that the bird was "a species of ostrich, 
approaching nearer the Emu of South America, than any other 
bird we know of". New Holland Cassowary became "Emu of 
New South Wales" in Collins' (1802) account of the colony. 
It was not until 1817 that science disclaimed the identity 
Cassowary and elevated the bird to a unique status. 

Subsequently, science and common usage ended the trail from 
the original Na drnah of Arabia and the 7th century erna 	of 
Portugal by accepting in the 19th century the name Emu for 
the large bird of Australia. 
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