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EDIT(BIAL

Wlth thls, the flrst lssue of xlhe Sunblrdtr A ndb em in

Queenslanal ornlthology has begun. ?he flrst lssue of any ner

Journal always ellclts lnterest, but ln the case of iThe gunbi*tu

a certaln hlstorlcal note has also been stnrck as thls ls the flrst

Journal devoted entlrely to ornlthoLogy ever to be produced 1n

Queensland.

Over recent years the lnterest 1n blrds both at an amatour

and professlonal level, has increased greatly in Queensland. tbls ls

most heartenlng, and no dotrbt due, ln part, to the overalr lnterest

of people 1n the naturar envlronnent and vrhat makes lt tlck. The

Queensland Ornlthologrcal. soclety, although recently foroned, bas

already begun to make an effort to flnd out what tlcks wlth blrds 1n.

QueensJ.erd, and through the pages of future .sunblrdsr, and other

neans, w1ll- be spreadlng thls knowl_edge as widely as posslble.

Any Journal ls only as good as the naterlat lt aontalru,

and a penrsal cif the pages of thls flrst lssue of ,The sunbtrdr wu,I
show the broad spectrun that we hope to keep coverLng. rn futur

lssussr revlews, abstracts, and lJ.lustratlve naterlal wllL ell flnd

a pJ.ace. Artlcres and notes on aLl aspects of blrd study and/or

consenration 1n Queensland wlll be requlred for future tssues of

the Journalr and wlth four lssues each year we wilL be able to
publlsh a large amomt of, naterlal. L€t us have a contrlbutlon for
the next Lsauer and e1so, let us hear your crltlclsns and connents.

I
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Behavlour of the Eanded RaU, RaUus ohiilLiooeilsis.: : i

by R, B. hrrrtop

IlfltsoDucTr0N

In the J-ate sunner of 1953 I notlced a stfhnp Utf(l,ta

the vlcLirlty df W hode, uhlch Ls on an lsland ln Pumlcestone ffi'noi

Just north of Brlsbane. Sonetlnes lt appeared es a vhltE-spott'5d''.:

grey shadmr sltpplng quletl-y through the grass besltle a logy ioitbtlfus

as a brown flash rlslng, often wlth a smewbat nous€-lLke sguealc', t'ron

the track 1n front of n€, to skln over the top of the grass for e fe*

yards before pltchlng lnto cover. "

Eventually one afternoon I sav a fanlly partXr t*o ailults

and three alnost fulI grown chlcks, s}1p quletly past the front of the

house towards the nelghbourlng nangrove s$enp. They spent a conlilat!-

able tlne tbere feedlng, malnly on ftrylng lnsectsr rthlah they neri''

taklng on the wlngr often leaplng elghteen lnches ol so ln the a1* to'

catch thelr prey. 0n ny next vlslt to Brlsbane I was ab1e, wtth the

assl.stance of the then Dlrector of the Queensland Mlrgeunr the late : '

Mr. George Mack, to ldentlfy the blrd as the Banded Rallr B&UUE

l.ultpPessilc
Drrlng the folLorylng autunn and wtntar one of the'bl.t{f

gratlually settled 1n and became qulte used t6 uy presence. l{hcn

worktng at ny outdoor bench I would notlce lt foraglng under tdaiothcr

endl or turn round to flnd 1t feedtng flve or slx feet betrlnll'Ds; '

In the sprlng a seeond blrd arrtvEd, anil for about a week tbe l!f!t -

blrdts chlef aln appearedl to be to chase the lntruder. As e ltsdlt

I nould couronly see t!,ro brown streaks, about elgbteen lnohsr epestl i

crosslng the open spece ln front of the house. After thls they

settleil dorn together for a few dlays unt1l the uhole nattet vres

ropeeted wlth the arrlval of a thlrd blrd. Flnatly ell three rettled
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dqrn anlcably togetherr

- l + - l{8tUbi'tLgmt,

It was soon apparont'that the blrdE bad very dttfefent

peraonalltlesr so'nuch so that r found nyself thlnklng of thr[ ar,
rlBoldlerrr rrEalfshtrrttr and nl1nld", (lt was not untll a year latu that

r started an lndlvldual parklng schene). Tbelr reaettonr iltrco trtlltr

photographed shswed thelr ctlfferent characters qnlte elearly.., ..-r.,

As tbe shutter clleked Boldle hardl.y bothered to Look upr .Halfghy :r:,.

nerely stated around for a few secondgl utrile Tlnld reaeted strorgly

by perfornlng a two foot vertlcal leap, wlthout vlng asslstatccr'' tbb

landlng on the sae spot and glarlng ln all dLrectlons for about half

a nlnut€ before resunlng feedlng.

Attbotrgh the blrds app€ar to be qulte strong fllers, tbcy

serdoo take to tbe alr except ln the faee of, sudden danger or ln .

pursult of a rlval, and tben they nerely gkl.B we! the top of tbe

scrub or grass tor about ten or tvelve f,eet bEfore itlvlng &to octcg.

fhe longest fught r have obgenred wouLd.be about,6o yerds by tuo r.

blrds, one ln pureult of the other, over e rather operl &frBao

One of ghe nost notlceabre thlngs about these.brrds lc thet!
quletness. Except when ararned or sklrnishlng anong thenselveay ctdry

novenent has the eppearsnoe of belng carefully soundless, eltber tn the

rong grass or.out ln the-open, where they are seldon seen drrrlag pcrlods

of hlgh wlnds. Posslbly they flad lt dlfflaurt to detect approecbtag

danggr uader such condltlons. several- tlues r have not!.ced.a btrrilr ,,

feedlng ln the open when a strong wind bas s.uddenly arlsen, lmedtau-

ly 1t wourd beoone unoaEy and soon disappeared lnto the long gredr;. i

rf anrthlng susplclous shourd attract a blrdrs attentlon, !.t nlrl , .

stretcb to lts full belght ln order to get a bettcr vlen, 1n ilrd sene

way as a clonestlc fowl does. A.v€ry young cblok, horeverr.,slu rd|'cf

lts head to the ground and pear upwards l$ a nanner nhtolt gtv€r,it e.r
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nost reptlllan appearance.

March, IPldl 
'i

sElEs rm DlsttfcE

I could never not!.Ce anythlng, elther Ln.appearance or

behavlour, to lndlcate the sex of, a bltd, and only lnfemed lt ln 
'

copulatlng patrs. tftrat seened to be nated blrds shared the Job of'

looklng after the ahlcks. One, posslbly the fenale, 5een9d to at6'the

larger share of notherlng the chlcks, occaslonally allovlirg lts natai'

to take a tltblt lntended for then; also tt had the duty ot deallng

wltb any lntruders lnto lts area. When the ehlcks lrere very snbll,

and sooetlnes durlng the hatehLng pertodls one blrdl would oocaslonilly

c a T r y a v ' a y 1 a r g e p 1 e c e s o f f o o d ; b e e t I e s ' b r e a d e t c . e v 1 d e n t 1 y

lntended for the famlly.

C@NTSHIP AND MATING

I have seen llttle of what eould be regarded as courtshlf-' i

behavloul. Sonetlnes a blrd ln the feedlng area w111 hang abort oa'

the edge of tbe grass as 1f courtlng a chase. Perhaps natlng ts a

questlon of chase and capture.

On one occaslon two of ny resldents stootl face to face for

about a nlnute, each ln turn nlbbllng at the face of the other, wlth

short spells of nutual preenlng between ntbbles.

One matlng s€quencs was flrst obselried on August 29th. Two

btrds wete feedlng together when one stood erect and uttereC sevelat

throaty trsoeerr. The otber, presunably nal-e, fell 1.n behtnd, follsed

for a few pa.ces and attenpted to nount. Hoilever, the feuale sllppbd l

h1m, then turnedl around and nlbbled hls throat and face for a ler

seconds before trottlng away. lhe male followed fot a fertr gteps.Iiut'' '

gradually lost lnterest. That afternoon the fenale was feetllng when

the nale suditenly dashed up and chased her 1n close clicles rrntll

they dlsappearecl ln the grass.
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0n Septenber l2th the fenale was fgedtng vhen.f,[3, nat!;.x

arrlved vlth a large lnsect whlch he offered her; *rE snatsbed lt aad

trotted away wlth hln fo1lo+rlng. A eouple ot, days Later I ref th6

f,enale tugglne vlgorousLy at somethlng, probally a root, 1o argudlli,, i

hollcnr. she then sat dorm 1n the horLor,s and sgulrned arouad..qs.l,f , ;.,

trylng lt for sl.ze as a nest. The nale pronptly rushed her .add ,.,.

grabbed her by the back of the neck, but she jonped ctrear,aad ran.-l

When copul.atlon takes, pLace the fenale doeE not crouch buf uerely

bowE fomard sllghtly to barance tbe wolght of the nalE. urthb.flts..

or slx seconds of nountlng the nale sllps off and after a qulab shakg

both btrds resune feedtng.

BRSEDING SEASON

lhe breedlng season eppears to be fron late Septenber to

earry February, often wlth the flrst.brood about the l2th 0ctober and

succeedlng broods at lntenratrs of two nonths. rn the L*3h searon

blrds arrlved wlth chlcks abotrt two to tbree days olil on 0ctober Z\tb;

four chlcka ten to fourt€en days olcl on Deeeobe! 22nd1 fou ahlolrs

three to four days old on February 8tb.

In the L96r/6 seasoll tbey arrlved rlth chlcks alout ttirer

to ftve days o1d on Octob€r 13th, Deoember l6th and Febnrary Ll.tb.

ln L966/? there were two broods and.the agsuoed batoblng dates belng

about Novenier L2th and January '3rd. 0n tlay 12th e pamnt arflyed i .

wlth a ehlck approxtoatery three weeks old. Both the r5th and r6th.:,:

Msy were very cold days and the cttlck sfnply.atood around ln.a bnnabed

posltlon too cord even to eat. r never safl lt agaln so presuuably :,..-

the cold was too nucb for lt.

In the Lg67/8 seaEon on Decenber 8th a fenrla arrtved tn

cotsparly wltb flve cbl.ekg, apparently four or flve days old, and on , .

the next day she and her nate appearsd rrlth stx obtoks, tbe rargest ,:.:
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fanlly recorded Elnoe obsenratlons startetli Thls fadlly was tbe

tanest I have known so far. Fron thelr arrlval I was ebl.e,to novE

qutetly about lndoors 1n fuIl view wlthout causlng pan{o1 and by tbe

tlne they were half Bforrn, all except one, an well as both pareatr,

were regularly coulng lndoors. Although the nale remelned nora.oD :

less wlth the fanlly be soon lost lnterest ln the yourg. , ,l

I have only once found a nest. Apparently the blrd heat

slnpl-y squattetl down ln long grass under the partlal shelter ot a

banana leaf, puLlecl a couple of grass stalks arouod her, and la1d.

The eggs were about an lnch and a quarter 1n length, sonewhat round*lh,

off-whlte ln colour wlth large lrregular chocolate blotches at the

thlck end. The lncubatlon perlod would app€ar to be about tso weelrg.

I found the aest wlth three clean eggs on Septenber 31st and they

hatched between October lOth and 19th.

CIIICK SUEIIWAL

Fron one to s1x chl.cks are hatched at a ttoe, of wtrlch one

or two sonetines die ln the fLrst couple of weeks. In the ftrrst f,es

days a ehlck wlL1 dte suddenly wlthout any apparent cause. Later a

chlck nay be slqk for two or three days before dlsappeartng. The naln

sympton of alllng Ls a tenclency to spend nuch tlne sltting ilmq; evgq

whlIe feedlng, although appearlng gulte actlve'between tlnes. Also,

a slck chlck w111 often clLnb lnto a shallolr sauoer of water, uhtstr

nornal chlcks seldon do.

When a cblck ls slck, e parent, presunably the fenele,

usually drlves the sufferer aray. I nas able to watcb such an

expulsion Ia L965. On February 3rd. when the chlcks were abqrt s

fortntght old and partly fledged, I aotlced that one,uas smaller andl

less developeil than the others. Drrlng tbe next tvo days lt spect a'

good deal of, tine alone, staylng behlnd when the othere ranAered ayqilt,
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and frequently sltting down. 0n the norrrlng of 5th Februsrry lt t e8

feedlng wlth the rest of the fanlly when 1t sat down. I psr*t;it$&'

pronptly walked wer and gave 1t several hard pecks on the tiob 6f t

the head. Thls happened two or three tlnes durlng the nornhC. tn

the afternoon lt stayed alone wh1le the fanlly foraged elserdire. ,'

The follcnrlng day everytblng appeared nornal, but on the ?th lt was

teecllng wlth another chlck and a parent rtrhen the latter suddenly

attacked 1t and chased lt for sone dlstance. A llttre rater lt rar

bettreen the parenttg Legs gettlng fed in the normal. lray. 0n the 8t[

lt was deflnltely under sentence of banlshment, the hen attacklng lt

whenEvcr she sav lt. It naale repeated efforts to Joln the others.

At one ttne, after hoverlng forlornly on the outsklrtE of the fanlly

for sone t1ne, lt crept up behlnd the hen and sJ-lpped quletly lnto the
ttbaby posltlon[ between her legs. For two or three nlnutes she

aecepted thls and even gave lt a co8ple of seeals, then suddenly shs

seemed to reallse whtch one lt vas and peoked lt savagely. Tbe llttle

one ran two or three feet and crouohed itown under one of the other

chlcks

The hen lost s lght of lt and so btarted to gearch. Flrst .

she stood on tlptoe to have a good look around and then eb6'clrared the

area a couple of tlnes. Fal1lng to spot tt she'went a short distanae

dovrn one of the patbs; cane back, and went doyn the other patb. the

nale (?) followed her, but net ber aoning back. He retreated at hlgh

speed and skldded around a corner, letttng mt a loud sguauk, and

dlsappeared dorm the other track. The hen, after another good look,

seened to caln herself and resuned feedlng.

Mearrrhlle, the chlck had sllpped aray and for the rest of

tbe day hung around on the outsklrts of, the gtorp. The foLlowlng aley

1t vas around whenever the coast was clear, aeentngly qulte actlve arld i
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aldrt1 but about a weets b'ehlnd the others ln deveicjinent. It tooli

care t1r dlsappear whedever the famlly irrlved. t 
'nwer 

3'aw 1t agiU,

atthough for a ceuple of days t ![{nk the hsn was stlll natohtag for

l t .

The ohlcks develop qulte raptdty. ltrdti€t they arE or1al

b1ack, wlth elther a grey:eye str!-pe ail nore uri'uallyr' a'prcf cbeets

patoh. The flrst featherE begln to appear aUoutrrtbe enll orf tbe

second week and at two nonths they are fu11y grorn, but lLck the

flnal brlllLant coLourLng on heatl and neok and the whlte:ppoti oa

the back. These develop durlng the next t-ro or three uonths. l{ttb

Soue fan1lles the orange breast appears wlth the ftrst feathen, :

tdffe others tlo not icqutre lt for four or flve nonths.

The chlcks appea? to be verlr lndependent qulte early 1n l1fet

foraglng alone for long perlods after the flmt week. lftren feedlng

wlth a parent the favoured posltlon ls between the older btrdrs legs.

thb adult does not actlvely feed the chlcks but fron t1ue, to ttne '

w111 plck up a seed, or otber tltblt and Etand stl l l , coolng aoftly,

whlle the chlck reaches up to take lt. If there ate a'palr of adult

btrds they often dllvlde the fanlIy, each shepherdlng part cif the brood.

The resldent palr usually dld thls. one of the parents, presunabty

the nale, seldon offered footl to the chlckE'and occaslonally, tf the

female dld so antl no chlck respondeil tonedlately, he would take lt

fron her.

lhe young are generally so lnttependent th;t they rculd

probably have a goodl chance of Sunrlval lf orphaned uhen a'week ol'C.

0n a nunber of occaslons I have eeen unflealged chlcks chase tresparr-

1ng aduLts anay, as well as honeyeaters and Pebcefql DWeg. It teeog
'ir 

rule that the chlcks ghouLd be'atloyed to doolnate tbe parents for

cFICK DArutoPMElfr

tbe flrst'two or three seeks, aLthough thEre are Exceptlons. for
)
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lnstance, one nornlng, a chlck, seeLng a stranger ln the feedlng g,tea,

dashed ln to attauk, onLy to flnd ltse1f faalng a shaep beak pqtnep

seeLng Whlch 1t stopped so suddenJ-y that lt skldded lts own lerlgfnkJ,

then stood looklng uncertainly at the lntruder. . r-

Another tine a smalt chlsk had qulte a thr1ltr1ng f,lght wlth z
an adult and 1t was very anusfurg to see thls tlny barl- of brack frr$.tr

boundlng lnto the alr ln an effort to reach 1ts opponentrs face,

whlLe the larger bLrd dellvered a shower of donmrard blows all around

1t, but obvlously taklng good care to strlke weII clear of the tlny

target. When the chlcks are about half grown the parent blrds

cleclde that lt Ls tlme to teach the young thelr place and. so a charg-

lng ohlck often recelves an unexpectetl peck vhlch ls sonetlnes dellver-

ed wXth enough force to tumble lt over.

VOICE

These blrds seen to regard a volce 1n the sane.tray as a

wlng, sonethlng onLy to be usetl when really necessary. F9r a long tlne

the only sound I heard fron them was a sharp squeak uttergd nhen

surprl.seil. Gradual-ly, honrever, I discoverect that they have a vocabulary

of about half a dozen dlfferent sonnds. They begln to|ttalkrr early

1n Novenber

fhere seen to be three basic sounils, nsqueakrt, rrku"ktt, and
I'coorr. The nkuktr seens to be a warnlng to other bLrds to Eeep away*

Another varlatlon of thls ls nore nearly descrlbe<l as ilchtkil. Idtlen

a blrd bas, or ls about to have ehlcks, 1t often keeps up a very soft
ncoo-ooorr. lhe.sane sound can also be used wtth a vety angty lnton-

atlon, as a challenge or call- of deflance. Flghtlng btrds keep up an

angry coolng betveen boutE.

Once when a blrd succeeated 1n drlvlng a rlval oft a dtsputed

feedlng area lt spent a good deal of tlne durlng the next eoupLe of;
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days ln parading atound utterLng a cballenglng ilchl-tllktrr rrcbl-dlkjt.

Wtren surprlsed by an eneny a bird wllt utter a sbalp squeak as lt-

tlasbes.atray; one can hardly regard tlrls as an alaru call as ttrc blrds

are fax too lndlvl.dual1stlc to bother about warnlng otbqrs of

lmpendlng danger.

. Ocoaslona}ly when one of a palr wlth chlcks has beon feed.ing

alone, the other, htdden wlth the chicks ln the nearby grassr wlll

set up a call- somethlng llke a braylng donkeyrrrcoo-aw-ooo-av'ooo-altr!'

Thls seens to be a signal to brlng the straylng nate back to lts

douestlc dutles for 1t w111 set off ln the dlrectlon of ttle fanlly

upon hearlng the catl. Sonetlnes a blrd w111 go through a raenarhable

perfornance whlch I an lncllned to belleve nay be a natlng call.

Standtng on tlptoe lt w111 point lts beak skywards and tdth a sudden

shoulcter sbrug llterally Jerk out a sharp squeak, repeatlng thls at

LntervaLs of perhaps flfteen to tventy seconds, and betueen squealcs

the blrd wlll wander around as 1f looklng for sonethlng.

FOOD

Food seens to consist of snal.l seeds, lnsects and snall

forns of aquatlo llfe, for whlch the blrcls often hunt anong the

mangro{/es at Low tlde. They show no lnterest 1n large seeds, suOh as

malze or sunflqvret,

One puzzllng factor over the years has been thelr ablllty

to 1lve wtth llttLe o! no fresh water. There ls no natural fresh

water on the lslantl, and tbe btrds fly so seLdon that 1t seens ttnll]3ely

that they leave the lsl-and to drlnk. When l.an at hone I keep a 4n411

blrd bath fll-led for them, from whtch they drlnk several tlnes a day.

one sunner I was away for three weeks, durlng whlch tlne there lras

only one shorer and doubtfully any dew foruatlon, yet when I retutneil

tbey, (and a coople of bandlcoots), tlld not seen to have suffered tn
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any lray, although for the flrst felr days tbey certalnly'drants a good

dleaL nore than usual.

PAIR FOFMATION ' '1 : ] i

By May tn 196\ two blrds had settled ln to the southsrtr.'i

slde of the bouse and evtclently regarded that area, and the epbce,!.rr

front of the door, as their terrltory. Another blrd, whlah rild not

seen to be nated untll 1!66, had settled in to the banana patbh to the

west of the house, and as lt refused to keep away fron. thb feedlng

area there were contlnual sklrnlshes as one of the residents trletl to

enforce ownerstrlp. lhls thlrd blrd appeared wlth four chlcks ln

January L966, and took possesslon of the feedtng ground unt11 the

chlcks were about a month old, when the reslalent blrds reasserted

tbemselves.

But paLrs are not alrrays establlshed so early. In Jtrly 1p68

I had four blrcls, a nale whlch had been wlth rie slnce 1p6\, a nale l

hatched about tbe beglrurlng of L967, a fenaLe hatched about October

lOth of the sane year, and a youngstei fron the January 1968 brood.

At flrst the blrds acted qulte lndependentLy, cbaslng or belng chasedt,

whenever tbey got near each other. These chases, noted alEo 1n otber

years, have a curlous, alnost fornal, saBreness.. Tbe pursued blrd runs

about flve or s1x yards, then swenres suddenly and stops about a coupX€

of feet fron the iurnlng polnt. The pursuer carrles on stralght obeaal

for a couple of yards, then stops, stares.about ln all. dlreetlom for

perhaps half a nlnute, then dashes off ln the opposlte dlrectlon,

whlle the pursued blrd often returns for a few nore beahfuls of seed

before 1ts protagonlst reappears to repeat thepotformanoe.

0n one occaslon early ln July the female and one of the nales

were qutetly feettlng slde by slde when tbe nale turneil on the fenale

and gave her several hearty pecks t111 she ran off for a few feet,
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when he uttered a serles of throaty nku.ksn. Be then ran past her

and stopped Just ln front rhl1e she 1n turn ran past htn givlng a

gulck peclr ln passlng, then contlhueal lnto the gfesd r.rith trU fn

pursult. These two formed a partnershlp to attack tbe slngle nale,

but lt iras a tenporary arrahgement for by October 2Lst the tall.es uere

turned anil tbe female matetl wltb the second nale, clrlrrlng the othe.r.one

avray.

PRECEDENCE AND TERRITOFIY OWNERSHIP

By the begl.nnlng of March there 1E nucb sktrrnlshing anong

parents and offsprlng; blrds often g!"ve sudden llttle Juops or qulck

alnless dashes, seemlngly Just for fun. Lt 1s not unusual for e blr{

to dash suddenJ-y lnto a group, scatterlng then left and rlghtr.but

wlthout attacklng anyone. Gradually, however, what seems to be ganep

develop lnto serlous argunents as to who shall- Leave hone; lt 1s usBqlly

the offsprlng. In splte of a palr of ny resldents havlng peocluce$ about

three dozen chlcks over several seasons not one of the offsprlng rg"!qln-

ecl. Four ls the most that have spent the ulnter clth ne, elther

soLltary or 1n a. gloup.

Al-though flghts occaslonally take place nost questlons of

preeedence are settled.wlthout actual blows. Two blrds nll l .stand

face to face a few lnches apart. After startrng at each ottrer for

flfteen or twenty seconds one blrd w111 begtn to get uneasy and

flnally wlthdraw; occaslonally the wlthdrawal wlLl- be accelerated by

the otber b1rd. Sometlnes there are brlef f ltbts, beak to beak a4d

claw to claw; but they seldom last nore than a fen seconds.

0n one occaslon an adolescent, apparently t lred of betng .

kept ln 1ts pLace, challenged an adult. 0n the flrst round the adult

routed the youngster and for seven or elght mlnutes paraded ln front

of the house, obvlously darlng all comers. The youggster reappeaqed
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and the attult ctrarged, but this itne the young blrd stood ltg eioil.di

and for''the next nlnute o! so there was a flrst-class stantl op}";ri$i

beaks, vrlngsr claws all worktng overt!-me. At the beglnntngr'ttie ?dff&

one had the otder blrd down and got on lts back and ttren spvagddttfSt'

back of lts heatl. The litter broke free and managed to return tf i" 
tu'

compl-1nent; but nostly the blrds faced each otber, rlslng lnto the "

alr together and strlklng vlgorously wlth beaks and claws. netwieif,t"

bouts they kept up an angry eoolng.

Sone blrds show conslderable lnttlattve ln iteallngilth rlvals.

A blrd whlch ls chased away at approxlnately the sane tlne each dny

w111 change 1ts feedlng tlne. After two or three days lts rlval,

nlsslng the dal1y chase, w111 begln to arrlve at unusual t lneb unt1l

contact 1s re-estabIlshed. Anbush tactlcE are also sonetlnes used. 
- '

There appears to be qulte a strong pecklng, or rather cbaslng order.

A blrtt flndlng an i'tnferlorrt ln the feedlng area wLll usually chdbgi

lnuedlately, vhereupon the latter w111 lun or, 1f hard pressed, fly'

wlthout argument.

Aggresslveness ls not conflned to menbers of thetr orn spdcles.

Tbey wltl drlve away fron the feedlng area other blrds sucl as doves

and nagples.' A bl"d wllL often feed qulte peaceably wlth other speo$s

for a tlme then sudldenly nake a qulte vlctous attact< on them. At tftes

they take on even larger game. Drrlng L,g66 a rathbr anclent Uantltooot

useit to cone to the house each evening to be hand fetl anil when auttrna

cane lt started to arrlve a good deal earller. I have recorded tbat '

on May 28th tbe bandlcoot and a btrd arrlved at the sane tloe, four

orclock. Errentually the blrd came to ulthin foirr feet of the bandlcootl

who kept faclng lt warlly. Suddenly lt turned and fled, and the'btrit,

conlng up behlnd, adnlnlstered a good hard peck Just where lt 1s

supposed to dlo most goodt. The bantlleoot shot forvard about two yerds

Maroi, tgio.=dlr
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wlth the shock, swung rouod to see vhat had happened, ttrenr.aftei-an1 

n
gLarlng at the aggressor for a nlnute, started to feed lts way baotl^ i

The blrcl, hunched up' stood fast, givtng way a couple ;{;FgJ"d"":: i

the bandlcoot cane c].ose, t111 at Last the .uu""""o" ,o.ia"l'-S#'
J r . l  $ . , ag t t l rC

blrd ln the baokground and, set off after an easLer vlctln._ 
r"d 3lwl 

:

In March there may be as many as elght or ten blrdsr 
tg3i,: 8f

whon met on nyttfeedlng groundttfor breakfast eaoh nornlngr wben tS.'  '  ]  ? : ' )L t t f t t

about an hour there ls often an excltlng |tfree for alUr. By the ond

of Apr1l at the latest most of the blrds have left qnd only tlg"r?,, 
rf

fer,r who lntend to stay for wlnter remaln. 
ir..,crl,

BEI{AVIOUML NOTE ON EASTERN WHIIEF'ACE AND SPECKLEP 'INgiSR",,..,
.

by Mrs.  C.  Bevege

In early February Lg69 I notlced a prty of Speckled Uartlerr,

Chthonlcola saelttatal ln the garden. There lrere two atlults aad thrcc

young obvlously not long out of the nest, as thelr talls vere only Ft

an lnch or so Long, and they appeared to be feil entlrely by the a&il,tr.

The adults were feeillng on the ground, and two of the yotrag were rl{e

by slde in a nearly open shrub, maklng beggtng ca1ls.

A couple of Eastern Whltefacesr @1 rtat€

ln the general viclnlty and one of then appfoached the two yorrrg

warblers'and proeeeded to hop about barely out of pecklng dlstanoe,

for several nlnutes. Then the Whlteface sat besl.de one of the llartlerst

whlch gaped at the Whlteface. lhe Whlteface then nounted the youog

SpeckJ.ed Warbler 1n a nanner resenbllng eopulatlon, caoElag oonfutton

as the Speckled Warbler struggled to keep lts balance wlttr nuch utnj

flapplng. Tbe Whlteface then flew on to another twlg. Thls general

pattern of behavlour followed for flve nlnutes

1

The lltrlieface kept novlng about very cLose to th€ lrbrblafi
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whJ.oh, throughout the whole lncldent,

the yourg warllers gaped at the wh.lteface, and what rookg{ trrg le;l;prr
clr'Fsy attempts at copulatlon occurred. Ihe last attenpi 

"fdrt. l".$"
confused l'tarbler 10s1ng 1ts balance and swlnglng upslde atrn op;:1!4rg
twlg before farllng to a rower twlg. The speckred warblers then tlev
to anotber treel the whlteface fo11owe., but alnost lnnedrately rgF"!,
lnterest and fleu to the ground to feed. 

6
rt rs difftcurt to know vrhat caused thls aberrant bebavlggr.

rt mlght be speaurated that a car.l slnlr-ar to the begglng call of th.Q
speckled lfarbler and/or gaplngl may forn part of the Eastern l{hltefaoe
courtshlp bebavtour.

MrE. Carole Bevese.
thalgarrah,
Arnldale, t.S.W. 2350.

' i ;u \1

'\

i  ' : . : . 1 ?  r d ?
lrarc,hr:,,}?4fr"

dld not nove frou tberr pgp$$gng

ir i.

'; ..i
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The Vocabulary of, the Nolsy Mlnelr 
ryj*lt

by A. C. Caueron

IMRODUCTION

Slnce the very dawn of ornlthologyr btrd crll-s,,[ave Deea

recognlsed as of prlne lmportancer not only to the nenbers,:{ 
?dPtgl.t

who use them as speech, but also to other antnalsr wfl.A ar10_doaefrt{n-

ated, who recelve, understand and react to many slgnals; qng 9f,,99H"
the patlent observer whc learng tbe meantng of even a ferr blrd,:B1}}?

can save hluself much tlme and labour. In wooded country esPeol?.llqr

ears have a greater range than eyes.

So far, relatlvely 1lttle has been publlshed ln Austnllq

on the signlflcance of blrd cal1s. Snlth' Cralgr l,tayr an9.I.gy!1ht*b

Anerlca; Thorpe, Tlnbergen and Lorenz ln Europer and nany glh"T.ton

have already done valuable work, greatly asslsted by the o":.q1,r?toll-

ment suoh as tbe tape recorder and sonagran. Some preltn$l 
, ,u""

observatlons are now presented ln relatlon to an Austlalfan hqa.ggtterr I
: .  - r :3  I  I lS

the Nolsy Mlnerr Mvzantha melanoceohala.
., Ji iol!

Iloneyeaters form tbe largest Australlan fanl.ly; 5? ,"p."T1:1.

No less than 53 can be found lnvarious parts of QueenslanillltF,tl,,

of then restrlcted to the State. Probably none 1s better,h1qt,,rtlr.,

oore nunelous wlthln 1ts habltat ttran Mvzaniha melanocephala. It btt

varlous affectlonate ntcknames, the most wldeIy used bel,ng 
Il"Fr",119

Soldterblrd. Its nost renalkable characterlstlc 1s lts vocaDulqryr,

conprlslng at least 20 wordsl posslbly lnny tt lore.

Qulte early tn Australlan hlstory the Nolsy Mlne!,"",b.,l"fitr .

neasure of unpopularlty wtth sportsmen. There are nunerous lefercnogt

ln Llterature to lts habtt of glvlng rrwalanlngrr calls rhen an lntrudept

(neanlng nan), was slghted. The lmmedlate effect.was to taildibtlldpil

anlnals, whlch elther ft'rae lnto lnnoblllty, and tberefore {urlt$dfi,ty;
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or left 1n a hurry. These references ale based on two guoilt.lgtb*

flrst, that Nolsy Mlners had a cali, or serles of ealls, a";i ' i fnf

alann; the secondl, that these alarr calls lrere r€cognlsed by rthrr

anlnals. Both prerilses are sound.

The Nolsy Mlner ls found pi.lnctpally 1n the eucafypt forettr

of the lnterlor, but lt ls also wldespread on the coastal it"ip'"."i

of, the Great Dlvlde. Most of 1ts foott 1s pr"ocured anong tbe leivej'
.  ' . :

and outer branches, and several cal1s are assoclated wlth feedtng.

Broadly, Nolsy Mlner vocabulary can be d1v1<led lnto slx princlpal

groups 
: 11

CONTACT CALL

The contact calL 1s used nostly by Juvenlles for sooe tlne

after leavlng the nest, sometlmes by adults. It conslsts o! a slngle

note, soundlng l lkerrw1cktr, repeated ad I1b at one second fntervafs.

A conplete brood of young blrds, out of the nest but stllI recelvini

nost of thelr f,ood fron parents, w111 often petch close together

and caLl contlnuousLy, even through the very hot nlttday prlod, rbea

nost other blrds are sllent. Its neb,nlng ls qulte clearl trHere I an,
i

feed ner'. It seenE to have a stlmulatlng e'ffect on the food gatberfuU

efforts of. the parents, so lts survlval value to the young blrds ls

evldent.

A varlatlon fs erpioy"d by adultsl when a nuntei. ofjblrds'

are feecllng ln the san€..general area. ..Sometlmes only two blrtts ar.e

lnvolved, glvlag the lnpresslon of a natetl palr. Thls ls the nogt

slnple vord ln the Nolsy Mlner vocabulary; and the flrst to be leimetl

by Juvenlles.
COWERSATIONAL CALLS

Unllke most of the larger honeyeaters r. Nolsy Utner3 *[e.F-ot

quarrelsone. In factl they seem to enlay the coopany of tbefl glgdl,

wlthrut belng qulte as gregarbus as thelr relatlve, tbe 8el1.illaetr.
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Manortrlna nelanophrvs. on occeslons qulte a large numbef nay bd r

present 1n an area novlng around lndivldual-Iy. Then a call by onU"i

blrd w111 be'uaken up and repeated by others. A close-kntt f lodh

develops; ?O or more blrds may crowd lnto a space of a far sqterci

feet, often packeit so closely on a branch that they are actuall$'fn'

contact, Thls proxlmlty trlggers off a Juoble of sound, ylth alC :?

call lng at once. It ls acconpanled by a type of posturlng that'{bhot

used at other tlnes; the botly ls depressed onto the perch in a

squattlng posltlon, head and b111 polnted alnost vertlcallyr tall

ralsed and fluttered. Thls ?rcorroboreefl ls over as suddenly as lt 
-

began. Incllvlduals drlft off 1n all dlrectlons and resune r'eedlngi

fhls type of comnunal dlspl-ay oftens follows the nobblng of an oflr'

whlch wlll- eventually seek the sanotuaryy of a horLor brancb. : t

'Jhe frustrated tormentors slt round the entrance to tne hoIlor, peertrU

lnand glvlng thelrtrowl" alarn call untl l l t ls obvlous that tbb"A.l

is not golng to energe. They then seek a hlgh branch and the eqpp'.r r

corrobotee conmences.

It ls dlfflcul-t to avold anthropooorphlsn here - an eD€ff has

been seen and touted; the all clear has been soundedl there ts'u':

Julcy piece of nevs to be passeil on to the neighbouls! lhd suo[on$ ls .

sent out, recelved and accepted, ful1 tl lscusslon takes placer'andithe

lncldent ls over.

MATING CALLS

Often the flrst lndlcatlon to an observer that nestlng ls

about to connence, or ls already underltay are the uatlng calls.

Slnce Nolsy Mlners nay nest ln any nonth, natlng calls are an fdtlda-

tlon of the state of the blrdts metabollsm. Wlth snall varlit lons tbe

call sounds l1ke "beautyilI the flrst syllable lnflected dorrnnaidsr'tbe

second upwards. Slmultaneouslyr the blrd launches ltself uptrards at
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a steep angle, ln a serles of loops. A few rapld wlngb""-tu:.f,-

wlth the call, follored by a short gltde wlth the wlngs, ana onrt\

c losed.  The dtsplay f l lght  r lses to a peak at  about  5O-tOOrr ,p44r j

1s follorretl by a swlft sllent dlve back to the trees below. I {itr

beautlful perfornance lncorporatlng the Nolsy Mlnerts nost Grllo4l'r

calI. It ls worth notlng that several other blrds rrse a glnrla!-l l trtplay

fl lght, wlth or wlthout a speclal call.

TERRITORIAL CAI.LS

lerrltorlal calls can be hearcl at all t lmes'of tfre year, -

varyJ.ng wldely ln pltch and lntenslty from tlne to tlne. They plobably

reflect the strength or weakness of the breedlng urge, shlch 4"s .I",F"

relatlon to season of the year than wlth ncst blrds. EYen wberr.the

terrltorlal tnstlnct ls strongest, most of the blrlrE aggreeslve,.

bebavlour ls dlrected towards lntruders of other speclas. Flqhtf,

anong thensel'res sre rare and of short cluratlon. . l

DAYLIGHT CALT"

The tlayllght call is a clear, hlgb pttched whlstle, audl.ble

over 
" 

long dlstance, and used only between dayl-tght and sunrlser 1n

clear weather. Its purpose and oeanlng are rather obscure, but q ,

reaEonable lnference ls thatr after thls early nornlng sesslont 
".4,b

blrd kncnrs the dlrectlon and dlstance of all lts. nelghbours. Wt!,b,

other partly gregarlous blrds thls ls lnportant, and bas. an obrlour

survlval valuel several other large honeyeaters have the sane bablt.

T.LARI,I CALLS

'Alarn calls are a Notsy Mlner speolallf,r conprlslng at

least 12 dlstlnct itwcrdsil. I use the tenn wlth sone conftdencer q*Ee

each one of then ls capable of exact translatlon lnto buman apeechn

Tlre dlfference betneen these rrortts lles ln tbe pltchrlntenslty and

speed of utt€rance, rather than ln the sounds thenselves. Ihey qqq
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understood lnstantly and cohpletelyp not only by every Nolsy Nlnntr;1

wlthin earshot, brlt by nost blrds, and many other anlnals, lnal,udlBd

kangaroos, wallables, dlngoes, dogs, horses, and even, 1f,be 1s

sufflclently lnterested, man. they range fron extbeme panlcr."tbrgg$

varylng degrees of frlght, resentnent, anger and def,lance.. gone;g;g

merely querulous or reproachful-, others merely lndleate cautlon. .^;::

Most of them are userl for one enemy only, and they vary lttt le, . i.,1

throrrgh the blrdrs entlre range.

No blrd 1s more feared by Nolsy Mlners tban the Qronn 0olfpwk,

Astur fasclatus. It catches 1ts prey, not by speed through the al4;,

after the nanne! of the huntlng falcons, but by a swlft, sur.'."ept{tlous

dash through a tree or bush, where lt 1s often not detected untl l tgp

late for evaslve actlon. The flrst Nolsy Mlner to see a Goshawk

presses the panlc button, and thls ls taken up end repeated by ey€r,tr".

Nolsy Mlner wj.thln a radlus of hal.f a nlle. 0ther btrcls get tbeooggrage

and react according to thelr slze. fhe snall-er onesr potentlal Oor[pwk

vlctlms, becone sllent and ootlonless 1f uncler covel. If 1n the og?$t

they dlve for cover at maxlmun speed, with no effort to check tbe alprn

for accuracy. Eriren donestlc fowl-s react 1n the saoe wayl a GoEhaqF.. 1E

quite ready to attack an adult fowl. .:.)

Nevertheless, Nolsy Mlners are aware that the Goshawk Cqgt

not hunt 1n the vlcinity of 1ts nest. I have seen a Ooshalrk perclqd.

on an upper branchwlthln fo yards of lts nest andl eggsr wlth a.flqq}

of Nolsy Mlners feectlng peacefully Just belowr and paylng no attentfign

to 1t at all. In conJunctlcn wlth both these alatms ls one .whlcltr.fer

r,lant of a better tern, I have calLed the trforerr a1arm.

Thls phrase was colned by the Luftwaffe durlng World War IIe to . ; .,1

lndlcate that eneny ralders were approachlng, but not yet ln the.- .- ' .,

lmmedlate area. The Nolsy Mlnerrs fore aLarn, a very hlgh pltqbqSr .-

I

l
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thln whlstle, ls easLly recognisabre as sqqh, but does not lndloalt
the prectse nature of the threat :r

The presence o! approach of nunerous oil.er enenles ls'"srgnal-
led wlth equal accuracy. separate words are used for wedge-taiL;e'"
EagJ-er crow or Raven, (apparently the Nolsy Mlner canrt tell dt"' '""" '
dlfference) currawong, Kookaburra, orrrr, cuckoo, Goanna, uan, (or iog;
cat ,  or  fox wl th s l lght  var lat lons)r  anat  CresteC Hauk.  I t  is  worth:
notlng that sone other specles have dlstlnct larnlng caLls for son€'ot
tbese - e.g. Magples say rwedge-talled EagL€rr unmlstakeably, and both
Grey and Pted Butcherblrds have a speclar call for ufulu, anothel fbr
ItGoannan. Domestlc dogs react vigorousry to ihe latter', no natter
whlch specles of blrd lt cones fron. l

/ts far as ls known, these rwordsrl are uaed for one pulpore

oely. For exauplel Nolsy Mlners have frequently been heard calllng
trcrested Hawkrr, aithough no euch irawk was readlly vlslble to the
observer. A thr>rough gearch has arways turned one up. crested Harks
often s{-t for long perlods, close up under the leaf canopy, search.lng
the leaves and branches around then for stlck lnsects, tree frogs and
clcadas. A short f l lght, a snatch wlth talons, and the brid 1i baok
on lts perch, where lt proceeds to a lelsurely nea1. Llt i l .e notlee ts
taken by the Nolsy Mtners unt11 1t f l les, though'they nay be feedlng
a few feet away 1n the outer canopy. As soon as the crested Eawk ls
alrborne, lt ls reeognlsed by the flrst few alarm notes. The panlc

s u b s 1 d e s , h o w e v e r , a l n o s t b e f o r e 1 t h a s b e g u r . i a f e w p 1 a 1 n t 1 v e ,

scoldlng notes f,ollol, then peace relgns agaln.

wlth regard to tbe rrcuckoorr ca11, r have no record of any'
cuckoo uslng the Nolsy Mlner as a host, though tts rer-atlon, the Belr
Mlnerr 1s parlslt lsed regurarLy. yet, sonewhere along the chaln of' ' j
evorutlon, Noisy Mlners have learned that cuckoos must be drlven out
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Doubtless, liurther detblls and reflneoents of, the Nolsy

Mlner vocabulary could be learned rrlth practice. Many oalls are so

much al'ike that 1t ls fuaposslble to explaln the dlfference, hg*"o*",t..

obvious 1t may 'oe to an experLenced ear. Some of them vary 
""o'oiti"g

to clrcunstanceg. Goannas on the glound, for exanple, are noted wlth

every lndlcatlon of dlsl-lke, but no more. As soon as they 
"t. it; l !tJl

tree the el-amour beeomes so great that other blrds Joln ln. If ths

tree contains a Nclsy Mlner nest the denonstratlon becomes fren3lefr"

Only one attempt has been made to test the 
"ccuracy 

of'tbeie

deductlons. A |tHuntlng Falcontr alarm call was taped, and Later played

back to an audlence of wll"d and domestlc blrds sone nlles auay. Not

surprlslngly, they reacted strongly. An unexpected bonug was pDdvlded

b1' the local Nolsy Mlners, who took up and repeated the alarn call as

long as the tape was be14g played. Clearly, there 1s anpLe scope for

much more detalled work ln thls area. : :,:vr

SUMMARY .. .. ;.1 : :r1

The Nolsy Mlner has a wlde range of calls. Eaeh has g,. J r

speclal- neanlng, whose slgnlflcance 1s apparent to other specles ot

anlnals. Many contaln warnlngs of danger, others are asgootai€al uttill

the blrdrs seml-col-onlal habit. AlL have a partlcular survlva.L V&hht

to tbe lndlvld'eaL and the specles, and provlde evltlence,of conpleto'.r!

ailaptatlon to the envlronment. Much further study ls necessa:lv; _ j, . .

Cra lg,  W.
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Letter-wlnged K1te, El-anus scrlptus, 1n south west Queensland

by I1. G. Rablg

ALthough well wtthln ltrs geographlcal range, the Letter-
wlnged Kiter Eranus scrlotus, ls not well knorn, nor often seen in
south-west Queensland. A vlsltatlon ln t!!O, (durlng a natlve rat
plague)r lras reported to ne but not conflrmed.

On LOth Decenber, 1969, a floek of.elghteen blrds arrlved
at an earth tanlc on cuddapan statlon, where they remalned for at reagt
nlne days when obs6rvatlons were dlscontlnued. The tank ls ln Lat. 25o
46rs. Long. rhlo 2or 8., and rs surrorurded by a stock proof fence
encloslng several acres. Outslde the fenceit ar'ea about Zoo heai of
cattle cone to water at the trough and consequently, the country for ;
about $ mlles around le wel.1 traopled and denuded of vegetatlgg. th€
fenced area is a llttle oasls wlth prenti of water and lush wlth
edlble plants, such as bLue trush and nlmosa.

rhe bi'ds were flrst seen on a very hot afternoon per.ohing cin
fence posts close to the tanr. Dlstressed by the heat they stdod wlth
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wlngs outspread and drooplngl the brack nnder-rrlng narkliigarr{e!d"d

clearJ.i seen. Fron r,he posts they patd frequent short vtslts td.tf,b

water, where sone of then appeared to be drlnklng. rherr nbltts wgfe

qulte owl-l!.ke, appearlng too large for thelr bodles, and,tf iefr l&ai

were notlceably large and orange, accentuated by a black ortltAtr"tie

patch. Elrtremely restless and tlnoid, they noved constantly fioo: ft[

posts to clrcle ln the alr at about thlrty feet, dovn to peioh on ihe

posts for a few noments, then to the eclge of the water, and bacx {6

the posts. Drrlng the rena.lnder of the obser-ratlon perlod they dld

not approach the water aga1n, but spent the days perchlng tn snait

gtoups 1n dead gtdyea trees, a few hunctred yards fron the tatrk. 
' ' : '

The tank enclosure contalned a very dense colony oftldng;

halred Rats, Eattus vil los1sslmus, which had reached sta:rratlbn podat,

after f lnally destroying thelr own protectlve cover ty'aenuarn!'thiJ

blue bush, saLt bush and mlnosd. Raptors, lncluttlng, Spottett,nal#&,

cl.rcus asslnlLLr, Forh-talletl Klte, M1l-vus nlerans, hrhl.stung rit";:t'

Hallastur sohenurus, Brown Falcon, Falco berlgora, and Brack Falcciir{

F. suonlser had feasted on the rodents for weeks as tbey foraged lxf

the vegetatlon. Now that numbers were greatry reduced the Long-hatrid

Bats had become alnost conpletely nocturnal.

Wlth the approach of dusk each day the Letter-wlnged Kttea

would leave tirelr cllurnal perches and begj.n flylng in sllent, constant-

1y shlft lngr elrcles over the encl-osed area at a helght of about 3o-Ior.

After conpletlng elght to ten clrcults the blrds would perch for a fer

nonents before taklng to the a1r agaln. A suilden plunge by one ot i$o

blrcls, as the rats l-eft thelr ttaytlme sheilter, wouLd start the nrgfitty

huntlng. Apparently the huntlng was stlrl good as thele was rrttiStor

no flghtlng qver the flrst carcases.

l
I

It ls probable that the Letter-wlngecl Kltes hunted aff iiffi,
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but Ly fiest ltght all but a fen blrds vould be back on thelr Af,trtoe

roostsi these alsc returnlng to the trees before sunrlse. D$drgl the

observatlon perlod the .Letter-wlnged Kltes showed no lnol.lnr,tion,.qr* .
hunt foocl other tban ratsr and d1d not attenpt to hunu at alk lilr&

sunrl.se-,sunset perlod. One possJ'ble exceptlon was the neatly,plcH

skeleton of a Barn O.'1r lg!9-.9&q, f,ound by the water one qornlng.

It 1s, of course, posslble that the Barn Owl was kL11ed by one of the

other predators. j

A young adult fenale Letter-wlnged Klte was proculed rlth,r

descrlptlon as follows: lhe back feathers were l1ght grey, darkenrag

sllghtly towards the wtng covertsl nantre and back nottled wlth patoher

of brown the s!.ze of a two. cent pleee; patch of black on the polnt ot

the shoulders; talX feathers bedraggled and solled fmn grdund feddlhg;

breast and undenrtngs rrrhlte, nlth a black l.lne about one tncb wtde

follorlng the bone pattern of the rrlngs glvlng the lnpressldr of trd

wlde Vrs or a broken W when 1n fl lght. Legs. pure whlte, o1ar9 bli lk,

beak bl-ack and eyes orange vlth a black orbltal patch. the eyes

occupleil posslbly 2/3 of the skull accountlng for the orl-Llge Bppe*F-

ance prevlously nentloned.

Wtrl.te-headed Slttella, Neosltta leucocepirbla,

a. Plunage and Behavloural Note

by R. Hando

AE there would appear to be nuch con"lecture and conlustoa ln

the l-lterature rel-atlng to head corourlng 1n slttellae, the forrsw!.ru

notes may be useful. They nele nade at rRlversldeil, slx nlles north.r.

east  of  Chtnchl l la . .

A nest contalnlng proba.bly three young was flrst seeo oh

JOth Octobett L969t on whlch was broodlng a blrd wlth a pale grey to
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off-whlte heacl. A second acldtt arrlved neer the nest ritth sone foo<t;

the blrd on the nest hopped to the ne\i etrivall accepted the food, And

ln turn fed lt to the nestLlngs. Thls was noted ieveral t lnes. Heaal

colouring of the vtslttng blrtl was mlcl-grey, sonewhat pa1dr .f,h$' d6dl

back. A thlrd aduLt seen to approach the nest had an off-rtltf,dllteddJ!

colourlng; 1n thls lnstance the nest was vaaated by the sftifng fftri

whlle food was fed dlrectly to the loungr by the vlsltor. Both paitlt

headeC blrds, that 1s the bro,rder and the vlsltor whlch fed the youag,

had falnt strtplng on thelr beads, whtle all three adults wErd'Lfghdn

underneath, wlth darker strlplng on the fLanks; undbr talls belng-'r"

spot ted. ,  ; "  - . .  r i  _ f

Thls pattern of behavlou! nas repeated vhan obseratlons

were made on Ist. November. On \th Novenber, the only ehange bpt&bit$s

the absence of the broodlng blrd. Food vas belng f6d dlrectly to:+Ho'

nestllngs by one, perhaps nore, bllds wlth nld-grey heads, fn a&ff,ft&

to the two wlth l1ght coloured heads. Several days later on }lov6irbel.

pth, when the young were prep,arlng to vaiate the nest, they showed tlt :

to dark grey headsl wlth vhltlsh tbroats. 0n Novenber 12th the nest

was deserted.

lhere ls a strong posslblllty that thls lras a puf€ !rhCtbi:.,

headed famlly, as slmllar observatlons lrere nacle ln. the sanei area:'! ''l

durlng th€ 1968 breedlng seasoil, only then, three young dadref headid"l

blrils, fully fledged and out of the nest, were beln! fed by tuo iidlel

heatted adults

lhese observatlons would seen to lndlcate; (1) a nonoal

darker head colourlng for tmnature Whlte-headed Slttellas, ahd (2t tEXt

offsprlng of one brood asslst ln the feedlng of youirg of suctoasliieJjilr

broocls.
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Notes for Jutrlor Menberc

, by Mlss N. Ilopklns

March, 19?Oi ''

: . , ' , i  . t ' . '

-t

Marg' blrdwatchlng beginners ask - Where do I !rtart?i..r,; r::

Just rhere :rou arei rook at the blrds 1n your olrrn garden. Ee€iij,gaDaea

has some blrd v!.sltors.; and do you krrov alr you nlght about,,tbe Hohje

sparrowr slrvereye or peevee? when you are abLe to identtfy siah-utrd
you have really Just begun.

Nor I's the ttme to start asklng yourser.f questtonS. lrbet ,

about those sparrows fosslcklng ln the hlblscus - do you kror nhete :

they go at nlght? Do they canp ln fanllles ln the garden trees? 0r tlo
they flock together at speclal roostlng plaoes llke the peewee3 do?

. You can watch your garden blrds feedlng and'flnd out those

whlch l1lre to feed on the ground, ln lqn bushes or in the tops of tlees,

or the alrr l-1ke tbe welcone srral-Iows. you may flnd tliat soue blrds .

feed ln arr places. Keep notes on whlch food the dlfferent blldb tt.ke

to eat. shortryr we wlrl be startlng,an lnterestlng pmJect to do:ritth

the food of blrats and you wlll be able to take gart ln lt.

ttre follcwlng notes on peewees wllL shor,r you the .hlnd of, :

lnfornatlon you can prrt together about ttre dlfferent blrdg ln youb

garden. Our peewees are back after nestlng. There are no large trees

nearby so ve l0se then each year durlng the breedlng season. fh6y -.

return late ln suruner, and are usualry folrowed around the l,arnby.trrb

or three hlrngry young ones, nearly as blg as the parents, but sotter.. r

and downler

Irn sure you wtil have geen e peetee nest - a large open

nud bovl relnforced vith grass or sonethlng slbl.La!, often bullt near:

waterr and therefore near mud. Have you seen them gatherlng nrterlel?

r once watched one aqrong banana plants, vhere shreds o! oLd leavei Lcy'

1n the nud. wlth every beak of, mud the blrd carefully collected a str!.p
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of leaf . Another tlne a blrd gathered dry grass flret, then u'bdu'il:

wlth lt to the nucl. 
'  : ' l

In AutUfrn and Wlnter Peewees flock togetber to Foost. fdt

can see then 1n the late afternoon on wlres and roof topir'fui ' l l t t l i

groups that grow J-arger as dusk approaches. In Toi{nsvllle, neat:d&ik,

I have seen hundreds on the overhead r,rlres near tbe Causeway. Later

ln the evenlng I have hearcl then settllng dtolrn for the nlghtr soild,Ji

wbat nolslly too, 1n the nangroves. Who knovrs of a Peeltee toost?

Wrlte and tel1 me lf you do.

Appa r9n tVa r i a t1on1nMangroveHoneyea te r ,Eg '@,1

by J. D. Macclonald

I have been lnteresteil to flnd that the Mangrove ltoney,- -f

eater at Mr. J. S. Robertsonts feedlng table at Welllngton Polnt d<tec

not sholu whlte on the face. My notes on thls specles are baged irir tr

serles of speclnens taken by the Brlt lsh Museuo exped!.tlon at i-

Proserplne, all of whlch have a whltlsh streak between the black face

band, the part behJnd the eye only, and the grey crorn and nap€r e

feature quite dlstlnct 1n the flel-d.

Mr. Robertson te1ls me that no such feature ls present.*q-

blrds 1n the Brlsbane a!ea, and he has seen and handled nany [und1gdq.

Nor can we flnd any reference to lt 1n the l lterature. Ol.d untoq*UQ-

ed specluens ln the Brltlsh Museum, but aLnost certalnly from soqtbqtrn

locallt les, conflrn th1s, ercept that some have a ferl whltlsh feathepr;

these speclnens also have a few flecks of whlte 1n the yellow etgg ,i.

below the black face band. .,,
I would llke to know 1f anyone has noted whlte on the faog

of thls honeyeater, from any 1-oca1-lty. The whlte nay be conflned to

populattons 1n the Proserplne area, but more 11kely lt 1s a lea!qte..,.,

l-



lhe Sunblrd - 3 0 - Maroh, 1;9Td,-'
lncreasl.ng llr dlstlnctness towards the norttr of the ranger rhlah ir.

ternjnates about cardwell. rf there rs a recognlsabre geogiaphleir
race ln the north there ls a Matirews nane avatlabr€i hls bFrnneggenr
frcm (vagqely) "north Queensrandrr, a lac€ whlch'has nct uEerr ebge$tlc
on the basls  of  brouner upperpar ts  .and darker  underpar ts . . r ' r '  : .  : , ; r !

rncrease 1n Range of the Eastern slLvereye, zosterons latergrls

I r

by Mrc.  H.  B.  c1 l l_

In Queensland the Eastern Sllvereye belongs malnly tor:
eastern coastal dlstrlcts, from the border to cape york. rt has been
found as far lnland as charters Toners. Two adurtg of thls sp€eld€,
whlch are clearry dlsttngutshabre from the yerlovr sirvereye, ver€ se€D
by Brlg. offlcer and nyseJ-f on the Nlcholson.Rlver at Esoott statton,
slx nlles west of Burketown on 2/th October, lp6p. Attentton was :dfanu

to the birds because they were calllng f,ron a flarerlng Rrver Red oun.
Tb.e lncrease ln range 1s about \!O nlles vest.

Pall ld Cuckoo, Cuculus pall idus, Feeds Another

by J.  & C.  Clarke

on Saturday,  zr t t r  October,  L969t  at  about  \ .30 n. r . , , f
notlced a oale pall ld Cuckoo perched,on the top wlre of a dlvrdlng- .
fence at the csrRO pasture Research statlon at saoforrt. presently

1t frew to the.ground ln the falrly ro.g grass and then back oa to'the 
fence vrth a caterplrlar hanglng ln rts beak.. r.t carled softly,

about nlne or tenrpeepsil, and walted, not attempttng to eat the ,";;
whlch stlrl hung from lts beak. shortly, a second parrld cuckoo frery
to the wlre bercnr the one on whlch the nate blrcr was perched, reached
up and took the caterpil lar fron hls beak.

A slnllar perforrnance took place a few nlnutes rater, after
which the second blrd frerur away. Thls brrd had not renalned ctllr roag

l
I
I
t
I
I

, ,
.

r j

I
j

.
j

:

:
I



Mereh, ,r*" lThe Sunblrd -3r -
enough to pernlt ldentlf,tcatLon of sex.

It ls nctable that the feedlng proeedure nas narkedly

dlfferent from that of a parent blrd feedlng young. fhe blrd.,lffg!!r.

recelved the food dld not call for lt, brrt rather was ealled -t" 1?, 
-

The male blrd d1d not place the food ln the otherrs moutbl .tut,eery|{

alloned lt to be taken from hlm.

INDEX TO CI'RRENI AUSTRALIAN OENITI{OLOGY :': '.

The Fleld Investlgatlon Commlttee of the MOII 1s atfiedpttft ,

to conplle and publlsh an lndex to current ornlthologlcal researsh 
'"i i

ln Australia. Thls w111 not be a blbLlography of pubflshed worI; ttlF

a gulde to research, ln ai-L phases, now belng undertaken. ,
Pe rsona1en t r1es r . l t ] . 1be I1s teda Iphabe t1ca1 '1 -yby tesea rche ! r93u raa€ .

I n d 1 c e s t o s p e c 1 e s a n d f l e ] " d s o f r e s e a r c h v 1 l l b e p r o v 1 d e d . ,

The publlcatlon should contaln sufflclent lnfornatloa to 
I

enable a reader to cleternlne the specles belng studled by another,

the aspect of l1fe hlstory, and the broad fleld of lnvestlgatlon.

It should enable a reader to deternlne who 1s vorktng on whatr'.and , l

glve h!.n a means of assesslng the relevance of other studles to

hls own and facllltatlng conespondence between lndlvlduals wltb

corunon tesearch lnterests

Both amateurs and professlonals are urged to partlclpate. :

Detalls should be sent or standard forns requestetl from the complleft

Dr. Douglas D. Dow, Department of Zoology, Unlverslty cf Queensland,

St. Lucla, Brlsbane, queensland, 406/.

)
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oRNTmIOIOCTCAL TOUP. 10?O 
' :: j': .

D*lng 1g6? ana 1g6g Ansett pl0neer organlsed t*o 
,",rt*ryg3r

suceessful tours fr,r ornlthologlsts to central australla u4der tbe eble
leidershlp of Dr. Alan Lendon. Thls year, wrth Dr. Lendon 

"uati 
a"*i-

lng, the tour w111 take ln a gcoct nuober of the nany oagnlfrcent ptqir

for blri l  obsenratlon in eastern Queensland.

fhe tour !.tlnerary arlors partlclpants to take the cooplete
Brlsbane-Calrns-Brlsbane trlp of 19 days or tbe Brlsbane-Calrns trlp
of l\ days. Both tours v1Il depart from Brlsban€ on Saturilay, 2Jld.

!tay. As the tour ls organlsed 1n Adelalde a1.1 enqulrles or resqrwat$ar
should be dlrected to:- '  

i  l l l

Mr. Allan Tully, i: r '

Sales & Agenay Superl.ntendart, :

Ansett Ploneer, :..

101 Franklln Street,

ADELAIDE. S.A. 5OOO. .:

' we would be gratefur 1f any nenbers o! frrends who tbte tti

tourwculd nentlon that they saw detalrs of 1t 1n rrhe sunbtrdn. . ' ' .


