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M e n b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s
open to  anyone w i th  an  in te res t  in  the  s tudy  and
c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  b i r d s  i n  Q u e e n s l a n d .  A n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s
a s  b e l o w :

Ord inary  Menber  $3  per  annun
Fan i ly  Menber  g5  per  annun

Jun ior  Member  (under  17)  g1  per  annun

A l l  n e n b e r s  r e c e i v s  t h e  n o n t h l y  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  a  c o p y  o f
t h e  q u a r t e r l y  j o u r n a l ,  " T h e  S u n b i r d " .  A 1 l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  P . O .  B o x  9 7 ,  S t .  L u c i a ,

Q . 4 0 6 7
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BIRDS RECORDED AT HERON ISLAND
I

b y  J l r o  K i k k a w a -

In t roduc t  ion

H e r o n  I s l a n d  ( l a t i t u i l e  2 3 0 2 6 r S ,  l o n g i t u d e

1 5 1 o 5 7 ' E ) ,  o n o  o f  t h e  C a p r i c o r n  G r o u p  o f  t h e  G r e a t  B a r a l s !

R e e f ,  l i e s  a b o u t  5 0  n i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  G l a d s t o n e .  D u e

s o u t h  f r o n  t h e  i s l a n d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h o l e l i n e  i s  n e t  a t

Round H i l l  Hoad a t  about  50  n i les  and due west  f ron  tho

i s l a n d  C a p e  C a p r i c o r n  o f  C u r t i s  I s l a n d ,  o n  t h e  f r i n g o  o f

t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  i s  D e t  a t  a b o u t  4 5  n i l e s .  T h e  n e a r o s t

c o r a l  i s l . a n d s  a r e  W r e c k  I s l a n d  ( 8  D l l e s  N N E ) ,  E r s k i n e

I s l a n d  ( 1 1  n i l e s  E S E ) ,  a n d  O n o  T r e e  I s l a n d  ( 1 2  u i l e s  l l S t f ) .

H e r o n  I s l a n d  i s  a b o u t  4 0  a c r e s  i n  s i z e  a n d

sonet {ha t  e longated  f ron  oas t  to  west .  Apar t  f roD tho

b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  G u e s t  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  R e s e a r c h  S t a t i o n ,

o u c h  o f  i t  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  v e g e t a t i o n .  B e a c h e s  a r o

f r i n g e d  w i t h  s t r a n d e d  v e g e t a t i o n  w h l c h  i s  b o r d e r e d  b y  a

b e l t  o f  C s s y a r i n a  e q u i s e t i f o l i a  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d

e a s t e r n  s i d e s .  T h e  d e n s e  g r o v e  o f  P i s o n i e  g r a n d i s  o x t e n d s

to  the  edge o f  the  bank  about  4  n .  above the  boach on  tho

southern  s ide .  F icus  oppos i ta  and Pandanus occur  in

patches  and tho  ground cover  var ios  g roa t ly  f ron  p lace  to

p laco  and f rou  season to  season

The sur round ing  ree f  and the  lagoon er tsnd about

5  n i l e s  e a s t w a r d s  a n d  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  s l d e  t h e  n o i g h -

b o u r i n g  W i s t a r i  R e e f  l i e s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  H e r o n  R e e f ,  f o r n i n g

I  D e p a r t n e n t  o f  Z o o l o g y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Q u e o n s l a n d ,  S t . L u c i a ,
Q .  4 0 6 7 .
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a  c h a n n e l  i n  b e t w e e n .  A t  l o w  t i d e s  r e e f  c l e s t s  a r e
e x p o s e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l .

S ince  the  RAOU exped i t ion  to  the  Capr icorn
G r o u p  i n  o c t o b e r  1 9 1 0  ( C a n p b e l l  E  t r l h i t e  1 9 1 0 ) ,  H e r o n

I s l a n d  h a s  b e e n  v i s i t e d  b y  a  n u n b e r  o f  o r n i t h o l o g i s t s .
M a c G i l l i v l a y  ( L 9 2 6 ,  1 9 2 8 )  a n d  C o o p c r  ( 1 9 4 8 ) ,  i n
p a r t i c u l a r ,  l i s t e d  a  n u n b e r  o f  s p e c i o s  o b s e r v e d  o n  t h 6
i s l a n d  ( e a r l y  D e c e n b e r  r e c o r d s ) .  C o n n o n  s p e c i e s  a ! e  a l s o
m e n t i o n e d  i n  n o n - o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  ( N e b e  1 9 2 8 ,
1 9 3 2 ;  G i f l h a n  1 9 6 1 )  a n d  s u m n a r i z e d  i n  p o p u l a r  b o o k s
( B a r r e t t  1 9 1 9 ;  Y o n g e  1 9 3 0 ;  K e a s t  1 9 6 6 ) .  S o n e  s p e c i e s  o n
t h e  i s l . a n d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  n e n t i o n s  b y  D r o n b r a i n
( 1 9 6 4 ,  a  n e s t  o f  t h e  S i l v e r e y e ) ,  M e e s  ( 1 9 6 9 ,  a  c o n p r e -

h e n s i v e  s y s t e ! ! a t i c  s t u d y  o f  Z o s t e r o p s ) ,  M i l e s  ( 1 9 6 4 ,

d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  W e d g e - t a i l e d  S h e a r w a t e r ) ,  N a p i e r  ( 1 9 2 8 ,

s e a - e a g l e s ) ,  R e c h e r  a n d  R e c h e r  ( 1 9 6 9 ,  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  R e e f
H e r o n ) ,  R e i . d  ( 1 9 6 5 ,  a  n e w  r e c o r d  o f  P t e r o d r o n a  h y p o l e u c a
f r o n  A u s t r a l i a ) ,  R o b e r t s  ( 1 9 5 7 ,  p r e s e n c e  . o f  t h e  W i 1 l i e
l { a g t a i l ) ,  S h i p w a y  ( 1 9 6 9 ,  e s t i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n u n b e r s  o f

t h e  l l l e d g d - t a l l e d  S h e a r w a t e r  a n d  t h e  W h i t e - c a p p e d  N o d d y ) ,

a n d  W h e e l e r  a n d  W a t s o n  ( 1 9 6 3 ,  n e s t i n g  o f  t h e  S i l v e r  G u l l ) .
A  t o t a l  o f  3 7  s p e c i e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  b y  t h e s e  a u t h o r s .

D u r i n g  t h e  s t u d y  o f  Z o s t e r o p s  o n  H e r o n  I s l a n d
I  h a v e  n o t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  b i r d s .  T h i s  r e p o r t
b r i n g s  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  H e r o n  I s l a n d  b i r d s  u p  t o  d a t e  $ r i t h
a n  a d d i t i o n  o f  3 8  s p e c i e s  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

v i s i t s :  1 9 6 1 :  l t l a y  2 2 - 2 5 ;  1 9 6 4 :  A u g u s t  t S - 2 2 i  1 9 6 5 :

l { a y  t 7 - 2 5 ,  A u g u s t  L 7 - 2 4 ;  1 9 6 6 :  M a y  1 7 - 2 4 ,  A u g u s t  9 - 1 6 ,
O c t o b e r  2 2 - 2 5 , .  1 9 6 7 :  t { a y  L S - 2 2 ,  A u g u s t  L S - 2 2 ,  O c t o b e r  Z - 1 4 ;

1 9 6 8 :  J a n u a r y  1 5 - 2 0 ,  M a y  2 5 - J u n e  1 ,  A u g u s t  1 0 - 1 7 ,

O c t o b e !  8 - 1 4 ;  1 9 6 9 :  F e b r u a r y  8 - 1 1 ,  S e p t e n b e r  2 7 - S 0 t  1 9 7 0 :

A p r i l  2 8 - M a y  2 .
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B r e e d i n g  S e a  B i r d s

T h e  W e d g e - t a i l e d  S h e a r w a t e r  P u f f i n u s  p a c i f i c g s

and the  9 jh l te -capped Noddy Anous n inu tus  are  the  nos t

a b u n d a n t  b r e e d i n g  s p e c i e s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  S h i p w a y  ( 1 9 6 9 )

e s t i n a t e d  t h e i r  n u n b o r s  f r o r n  t h e  c o u n t s  o f  n e s t s  i n  6 . l t

o f  t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  g a v e  8 , 3 0 0  p a i r s  f o r

t h e  s h e a r w a t e r s  a n d  8 , 5 0 0  p a i r s  f o r  t h e  n o d d i e s  i n

D e c e n b e r  1 9 6 5 .  T h e  t r . I e d g e - t a i l e d  S h e a r w a t e r  b e g a n  t o  a r r i v e

a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  O c t o b e r  i n  e a c h  y e a r  o f  n y

v i s i t ,  b u t  C o o p e r  ( 1 9 4 8 )  r e p o r t e d  l a t e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h i s

s p e c i e s  i n  D e c e n b e r  1 9 4 6 .  M o s t  s h e a r w a t e r s  l e f t  t h o

i s l a n d  d u r l n g  M a y  a s  n o t e d  b y  M i l e s  ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  t h o u g h  s o D e

j u v e r r i l e s  r e n a i n e d  t i 1 1  J u n e .  N o n e  o f  t h e n  r e n a i n e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  n o n t h s  o f  J u n e  t o  S e p t e n b e r  ( s e e  a l s o  G i l l h a n

1 9 6 1 ,  Y o n g e  1 9 3 0 ) .  T h e  W h i t e - c a p p e i l  N o i t d y  i s  f o u n d  o n

t h e  i s l a n d  a l l  y e a r  r o u n d .  F r e s h  e g g s  w e r e  f o u n d  f i o n

oc tober  to  March ,  - though the  peak  seened to  occur  in

N o v e n b e r  o r  D e c o n b e r ,  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i r a t  t h e  1 9 1 0

R A O U  e x p e d i t i o n  f o u n d  o n l y  S g  n e s t s  o c c u p i e d  i n  e a r l y

D e c o n b e r  a n d  C o o p e r  f o u n d  o n l y  a  s n a l l  c o l o n y  b r e e d i n g  l n

D o c e n b e r  1 9 4 6 .  D u r i n g  n y  v i s i t s  t o n s  o f  t h o i i s a n d s  o f  t h e s e

b i r d s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  e a c h  d a y  f r o n  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  i n

the  non-breed ing  season very  few were  fo r tnd  on  th€  is land

d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  i f  t h e  s e a  w a s  n o t  r o u g h .  I n  t h e  b r e e d i n g

season a  la rge  nunber  o f  then occup lod  the  n€s ts  th rough

the  day .  Many .dead b , i rds  were ,  found on  th€  is ' land  a f te r

t h e  c y c l o n e  i n  e a r l y  1 9 6 7  a n d  t h o  p o p u l s t i o n  s l z e  Y a s

c o n s p i c u o u s l y  r e d u c e d  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b r e e d i n g  s € a ! o n .

Tho B lack-naped Tern  Sterna  sunat rana breeds  ln

a  s [a l l  co lony  on  the  wreck  p lacod a t  the  en t rance to  the

channe l  (now a  harbour )  o f  the  lagoon.  A l though they  have

b e e n  n o t e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  l n  t h e  p a s t  ( M a c G i l l i v r a y  1 9 2 8 i
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C o o p e r  1 9 4 8 )  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  b r e e d i n g  o n  t h e

i s l a n d .  T h e y  a r e  n o w  f o u n d  a l l  y e a r  r o u n d  i n  s n a l l

nuarbers  on  the  beaches and the  lagoons o f  Heron and l f i s ts r i

R e e f .  - T h o  n e s t i n g  s e a s o n  s e e n o d  t o  s t a r t  i n  A u g u s t  e l r d  .

s o n e  f l e d g e d  y o u n g  l r e r e  s t i l l  f e d  i n  e a r l y  M a y  i n  s o n o

y e a r s .

O t h e r  S e a  B i r C s

T h e  S i l v e r  G u L l  L a r u s  n o . r a e l l e l l a n d i a e  w a s  f i r s t

r e c o r d e d  f r o n  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  1 9 4 5  ( C r . o p e r  1 9 4 8 )  a n d  l a t e r

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a : ' e  b r e C  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  ( W h o e l e r  a n d  W a t s o n

1 9 6 3 ) .  T h e  n u n b e r  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s

and now up to  300 b i rds  rnay  be  seen,  though they  do  no t

seen to  b reed on  the  is land.  Cres ted  Terns  lLg !LE911-
a n d  a  s n a l l  n u n b e r  o f  L i t t l e  T e r n s  S t e r n a  a l b i f r o n s * o c c u t

a l l  y e a r  r o u n d ,  w h e r e a s  L e s s e r  C r e s t e d  T e r n s  S t e r n a

benga lens is  a re  p rose: i r t  on ly  dur ing  the  sunner  lnonths .

H o w e v e r ,  n o n e  c f  t h e s e  b i r d s  b r e e d  o n  t h e  j . s l a n d .  o n e

S o o t y  T e r n  S t e r n a  f u s c a t a *  w a s  o b s e r v e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  i n

O c t o b e : r  1 9 6 6  w h i l e  s c n e  R i ) s e a t e  T e r n s  S t e r q l  d o u g a l l i '

wo !e  seen dur ing  February  1969 and janr ra ry  : i ,970  ( recorded

by Jan Wi lson) .  One Br id lcd  Ter i r  S te{na .  e r j r : j ! i ! i * i .1g : *  was

f o u n d  d e a d  i n  O c t o b e r  1 9 6 9  ( r o c o r d e i  b y  J a n  W i l s o n ) .

Th e Les s er Fri  gat e - B ird Fr_e g.-atq_el_ie L whi ch

h a d  b e e n  t e c o r d e d  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  D e c e n b e r  ( 1 9 2 7 '  1 9 4 6 )

a p p e a r e d  i n  M a y  ( 1 9 6 1 )  a n d  o t h e r  n o n t h s  ( 1 9 6 9 ) '  U p  t o  1 5

b i r d s  w e r e  s e e n  t o g e t h e r  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 9  ( r e c o r d e d  b y  J a n

W i l s o n ) .  T h e  G r e a t e r  F r i g a t e - B i r d  F r e g a t a  m i n o r  r e c o r d e d

i n  t h e  p a s t  ( C o o p e r  1 9 4 8 )  r , t a s  n o t  s e e n  d u r i n g  n y  v i s i t s .

One Brown Gannet Sqlg__!t_ucq€-g_9j!_g.li* appeared over the lagoon

*  i n d i c a t e s  s p e c i e s  r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i n e  f r o n  H e r o n
I s l a n d .



The Sunb i rd - 3 8 - J u n e ,  1 9 7 0 .

d .ur ing  a  s to r !0  in  oc tober  1966,  and one Wi lson  StorD pc t re l

O c e a n i t o s  o c e a n i c u s .  w a s  o b s e r v e d  i n  M a y  1 9 6 1  n e a r  t h o
i s l a n d .  I t  l s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  l t a c c i l l i v r a y  ( 1 9 5 1 )  a l s o
observed sovEra l  Wi lson  Storn  Pc t re ls  in  May (1950)  on  the
op€n soa o f  the  Capr icorn  Group.  Tro  Whi te - r f inged Pet re ls
Pterodrona hypo leuca exan ined by  Re id  (1965)  on  Heron
I s l a n d  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 2  r e r e  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s
f r o n  A u s t r a l i a .  T h i s  s p e c i e s  w a s  n o t  n o t e d  d u r i n g  D y  y i l i t s .

C o r n o r a n t s  a p p e a r e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  f l o c k s .

L i t t l e  B l a c k  C o r n o r a n t s  P h a l a c r o c o r a x  s u l c i r o s t r i s  r e r €
r e p o r t e d  f r o n  W i s t a r i  R e e f  b y  M a c G i l l i v r a y  ( 1 9 2 8 )  i n
December  L927 and the  P ied  Cornoaant  Pha lacrocorax  var ius .
was s lgh ted  in  May 1961 (a  f lock  o f  20)  and a lso  by  Jan
I t t l  l son  dur ing  1969.

H e r o n s

The is land was naned a :8 te ;  the  Reef  Heron Egr€ t ta
sacra  wh ich  breeds  on  the  is land.  Coopor  (1948)  r€por ted
tbo  broed ing  o f  about  100 b l rds  in  Decenbor  1946.  Recher
and Recher  (1969)  counted  about  160 herons  in  Novenber  1967,
bu t  thoy  found on ly  35  to  40  pa l rs  ac tua l l y  nes t lng  o t r  the
i s l a n d ,  t h e  r e s t  b e i n g  j u v e n i l e s .  F r e s ! r  e g g s  r e r o  f o u n d
f ron  August  to  February ,  bu t  the  1 ,e ; r . ' t  L r rT ! .ng  occur ted  in
Septenbgr  in  nos t  years .  There  wer .c  e lu tays  nore  o f  the
rh i te  phase than the  grey  phase and in te rbreed ing  be tweon
the  phases  was connon.  Macc i l l i v rsy  (1928)  counted  about
50  b i rds  and gave the  ra t io  o f  the  wh i to  to  tho  grey  as  4  to
t  ( t927) ,  whereas  Rechor  and Rocher  (1969)  repor ted  tho  ra t io
as  2  to  I  (1q67) .  Ross  Rober tson countod  1 .26  herons  on  the
beach in  t lay  1970 and found 89  wh i te  and 57  grey  b i rds .  He
obta lned a  sonewhat  h igher  ra t io  o f  164 to  52  on  One Troe
I s l a n d  i n  M a y  1 9 7 0 .  I t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  l f
the  young b i rds  ro re  iu rpr in ted  on  tho  co lour  o f  the  par€nt3
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a n d  i f  t h i s  c o l o u r - i n p r l n t i n g  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  n a t e  s e l o c t l o a

ln  adu l t  1 i fe .  The e f fec t  o f  na te  se lec t ion  nus t  inev l teb , ly

appoar  in  the  ra t io  o f  the  phases  in  the  popu la t ion ,  though

i t  i s  gonera l l y  known tha t  tho  wh i to  phase is  nore  abundant

in  p ropor t ion  in  t rop ica l  a reas  than in  tenpera te  a roas .

The Whl te - faced Heron Ardea novaeho l land iaer  ras

the  on ly  o ther  heron  no ted  on  the  is land (August  1964,  l lay

1 9 6 5  a n d  A u g u s t  1 9 6 6 ) .

Waders

[acGi l l i v ray  (1928)  no tod  the  Red-c4pped Dot to ro l

Charadr ius  ru f i cap i l lus  and the  Sharp- ta i led  Sandp iper

Ca l id r ls  acun ina tus  a t rong o ther  waders  in  Decenber  1927.

Coop€r  ( f948)  l i s ted  the  Turns tone Arenar ia  in to rp tes ,

G r e y  P l o v o r  P l u v i a l i s  s q u a t a r o l a ,  E a s t o r n  G o l d e n  P l o v e r

P luv ia l l s  don in ica ,  Mongo l ian  Sand-Dot te re l  Charedr ius

ggggg lg : ,  Eas tern  Cur lev  Nunen ius  nadagascat iens is ,  Whlnbre l

Nunen ius  phaeopus,  L i t t le  Whinbre l  Nunen ius  n inu tus ,  Grey-

ta i led  Tat t le !  T r inga brev ipes ' ,  Greenshank Tr inga nebu lar ia ,

Cur lew Sandp iper  Ca l id r is  fenug ineus ,  and L i t t le  S t ln t

C a l i d r l s  i u f i c o l l i s  l n  D e c e n b e r  1 9 4 6 .

Dur lng  ny  v is i t s  the  nos t .comnon o f  these r ras  the

Grey- ta l lod  Tat t le r ,  rnore  than a  hundred o f  wh ich  appearod

in  a  f lock  dur lng  n ig ra t ion .  Turns tones '  Go lden P love t !  and

Mongo l ian  Dot te re ls  were  a lso  connon and sone o f  theD roro

f o u n d  a l s o  i n  w i n t e r  n o n t h s .  R e d - c a p p e d  D o t t e l l s '  L i t t t e

l , lh inbre ls ,  ! {h inbre ls ,  Bar - ta i led  Godwi ts  L in rosa  lappo i r i car

and Terek  Sandp lpers  Tr inga c lnerea t  re re  a lso  reco tdsd

dur ing  rn lg ra t lon .

T h e  P i e d  o y s t e r c a t c h e r  H a e n a t o p u s  o s t r a l € g u s r

was recorded in  August  1968 and dur ing  1969 (Jan Wi lson) .

The Black oystercatcher gg!9!3gisg!9g which once bred
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(Canpbe l l  &  Whi te  1910)  ras  reco tded on ly  bs

O c t o b e r  1 9 6 7  a n d  d u r i n g  1 9 6 9  ( J a n  W i l s o n ) .

0 n e  A u s t r a l i a n  P r a t i n c o l e  S t i l t i a  i s a b e l l a r  Y a s

found feed ing  in  a  c lear ing  o f  the  is land in  May 1968.

o ther  i t la te !  B i rds

Oth€r  wate !  b l rds  wh ich  appeared on  the  is land

a r e  o b v i o u s l y  s t r a g g l e r s ;  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e

S t r r a w - n e c k e d  l b i s  T h r e s k i o r n i s  s p i n i c o l l i s *  ( M a y  1 9 6 5 ) ,

Eas tern  Swanp Hen Porphyr io  ne lanotusr  (January  1968)  and

the Black S"an !1ry'19gr (Decenber 1969) visi ted

t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s  o f  t i n e .

Breed ing  Land B i rds

The Banded Land Ra i l  Ra l lus  ph i l ippens is  was

r e p o r t e d  n e s t i n g  i n  D e c e n b e r  1 9 2 7  ( M a c c l l l i v r a y  1 9 2 8 ) ,  b u t

was apparent ly  absent  in  Decenbor  1946 (Cooper  1948) .  They

uere  ex t le [ re ly  scarce  in  1964 and 1965,  bu t  g r8dua l ly

inc reased tho i r  nunbers  f ron  1966 onwards  and becane

abundant  in  1968 and 1969.  The l r  inc rease co inc ided w i th

the  dras t ic  decrease in  nunbers  o f  ra ts  and fe ta l  dones t ic

fowl  on  the  is land fo l low ing  an  ex tern ina t ion  canpa ign .

r lowever ,  g roa t  f luc tua t ions  o f  the  nunber  o f  th is  spec ios

w e r e  n o t e d  a l s o  o n  o t h e r  i s l a n d s  a n d  t h s  r n a i n l a n d .  I t  i s

w o r t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  s u c h  f l u c t u a t i o n s .

A s  o n  N o r t h  w e s t  I s l a n d  ( M a c G l l l i v r a y  L 9 2 6 '

M c B r i d e  1 9 6 9 ) ,  f e r a l  D o r n e s t i c  F o w l  G a l l u s  g a l l u s  h a s  b s e n

k n o w n  t o  b r e e d  o n  H e r o n  I s l a n d  ( C o o p e r  1 9 4 8 ) .  T h e y  w e r e

abundant  in  1964 and 1965,  bu t  the  nunber  was reduced to

th ree  or  four  in  1967.  They  have boen increas ing  aga in

s i n c e  1 9 6 9 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  D o n e s t i c  F o w l ,  G u i n e a  F o u l

(Nun id idae spec ies* )  and the  Pea Fo l t l  Pavo c r is ta t r rs r  heve
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i s l a n d  a n d  b o t h  b r e d  s u c c e s s f u l l Y

i n c r e a s e  o f  G u i n e a  P o w l  i s  n o w

The Bar -shou ldered Dove Geope l ia  hunera l i s  l s  -

another  connon ground feeder  .on  the  is land and breeds  f ron

spr i i rg  to  sunner .  The Sacred K ing f isher  Ha lcyon aus t ra tas iee

is  another  res ldent  od  the  is land and seveta l  pa i rs  b re€d

in  sunner .

O n e  p a i r  o f  t h e  W h i t e - b r e a s t e d  S e a - E a g l e  H a l i i e e t u s

l e q c o g a s t e t  u s e d  t o  b r e e d  o n  t h e  l s l a n d  ( M a c G i l l l v r a y  1 9 2 8 )

a n d  a  n e s t  w a s  s t i l 1  u s o d  b y  a d u l t s  i n  1 9 6 4  a n d  1 9 6 5 .  T h l !

n e s t ,  n a d e  o f  s t i c k s ,  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  o n b  o f  t h e  t e 1 1 6 s t  P l s o n l a

t r e e s  ( 1 5  n .  h i g h )  o n  t h e  l s l a n d  a t  a b o u t  1 3  n .  f r o n  t h e

g r o u n d .  I t  w a s  a b o u t  I  n .  i n  h e i g h t  a n d  h a d  a  f l a t  p l a t f o i n

n e a s u t i n g  1 . 5  n .  ( w l d e s t )  x  i . 2  n .  ( h a f f o w e s t ) .  I n  r s c b n t

y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n l y  j u v e n i l e s  h a v e  b e e n  s i g h t e 8 .  I n  1 9 6 4

the  ske l .e tons  fouhd or i  the  nes t  were  co l lec ted  by  s tudent3

o f  t \ e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d  f o l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  A n o n g

f i s h  s k e l e t o n s  R i c  H o r v  f o u n d  s k u l l s  o f  p i p e  f i s h  ( F i s t u l a r i a ) '

long  tom tA th leunes) ,  and Labr id  f i sh .  Sone w ing  bonos o f ,

b i r d s ,  a  s k u l ' l  o f  t h e  R e e f  H e r o n  a n d  b r o k e n  e g g  s h o l l s  o f '

t h e  W e d g e - t a i l e d  S h e a r w a t e r  r r e r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a s  r e l 1  a s

s r n a l l  s h e 1 1 s  o f  c u t t l e f i s h .

The P ied  Cur rawong St repera  gracu l ina  was found

b r e o d i n g  i n  t h e  p a s t  ( C a D p b e l l  E  W h i t e  1 9 1 0 ;  M a c G i l l i v r a y '

1 9 2 8 ) ,  b u t  d l s a p p o a r e d  b y  1 9 4 6  ( C o o P e r  1 9 4 8 )  .  N o n e  h a s  b e e n

s i g h t e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  r

T lo  Capr icorn  S i l vereye zos terops  la te ra l i s

c .h lo rocepha la  i s '  the  nos t  abundant  land b i rd  on  the  is land ' .

vary ing  in  dens l ty  be tween 400 and 600 in  norna l  years .  The

nunber  was reduced consp icuous ly  a f te r  the  cyc lone in  oar ly
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1967,  bu t  recovery  ras  nade in  onE broed ing  season.  Tho i r

f resh  eggs  have been found f ron  August  to  Apr i l  w i th  the

peak lay ing  ln  September  o r  October .  More  than 1 ,000 b l rd t

havs  been co lour -banded fo r  behav iour  s tud ios .  The

neasurenents  showed tha t  o ldor  b i rds  ga ined in  the  longths

o f  t h e  w i n g  a n d  t h e  t a i 1 .  T h e  f l u c t u e t i o n  o f  t h e  u e i S h t '

th rough a  day  was as  grea t  8s  20 t  o f  tho  body  ro igh t  ln

w in te r .  The nsasurenents  o f  th ree  eggq in  qng c lu tch  ls id

b y  a  t h r e o  y e a r  o l d  b i r d  ( O c t o b e r  1 9 6 8 )  w e r e  1 7 . 5  x  1 - 2 . 8 ,

t 7 . 4  x  1 2 . 8 ,  L 7 . 0  x  1 2 . 6 n r n  ( a c c g g d i n g  t o  M e e s  ( 1 9 6 9 )  n o

Deasuronents  o f  eggs  o f  th is  tace  have been pub l ished bc foro) .

The dense fo l lage  o f  Co l t i s  pan icu la ta  was the  Dost  favoursd

nest  s i te ,  bu t  nes ts  wsre  a lso  found in  P ison ia  g rand is  (up

to  8  n .  i i r  he igh t ) ,  Shrubs  and 'pandanub:  In  1966 . tho  young

o f  t h e  f i r s t ' c l u t c h  f l e d g 6 d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  n e e k  o f  o c t o b € 8 ,

whereas  in  1967 whon the  dens i ty  w&r  low 'a f to r  th€  cyc lo ro

a t  th€  beg inn lng  o f  the  y€ar  they  f tedged in  Septonber ,  and

in  1968 in  Novenber .

The na in land race  o f  S i l verey€s ,  43 lg , : -
la te ra l ia  fa i l i l i a r i s  l ' l ees ,  appears  o l r  the  is land in  r in ts t .

They  are  read i l y  d is t ingu ishab le  by  tho i r  sna l le r  body  s i to

a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s n a l l  b i l l  a n d  l e g s .  T a b l e  1 ,  r i t h  a

saop le  o f  neasurenents  ob ta ined f ron  1 ive .  spoc inens ,  sbgr !

the  d i f fe rences  be tw€on the  na ln land fo rn  8nd the  juven i le

i s l a n d  f o r u .
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.  0 f  t h e  n a i n l a n d  b i r d s  h a n d l e d ,  1 0  w e r e  c a u g h t
i n  1 9 6 6 , 5  i n  1 9 6 7 , 5 1  i n  1 9 6 8 ,  a n d  S  i n  1 9 7 0 .  T h e  i n f l u x
o f  n r a i n l a n d  b i r d s  w a s  m o s t  c o n s p i c u o u s  i n  M a y  1 9 6 8  w h e n
s t r o n g  v r e s t e r l y  w i n d s  b l e w .  T a b l e  2  s h o w s  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f .
w i n d  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  v e l o c i . t y  i n  i r a y

T a b l e  2 .  T h e  p a t t e r n
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o f  w i n d s  a t  t h e  t i n e  o f
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f r o n  l a n d .  S t l o n g  s o u t h e r l y  w i n d s  c a n  t e k e  t h e s c  b i r d s

f r o n  s o u t h e r n  Q u e e n s l a n d  t o  t h e  B u n k e r  a n d  C a p r i c o r n

I s l a n d s  w h i c h  l i e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o r  6 v € n  n o x t h w e s t  o f  t h e

c o n t i n e n t a l  s h o r e .  S t r o n g  w e s t e r l i e s  c a n  a l s o  b r i n g

t h e s e  b i T d s  f r o n  c e n t r a l  Q u e e n s l a n d  d u r i n g  n i g r a t i o n .

T h e  r n a i n l a n d  b i r d s  l r e r e  n o s t l y  o f  n o r t h e r n  I { , S . W . /

Oueens land  t ype  i n  p l u rnage ,  t , u t  f ou r  o f  t he rn  had  du l1

y e l l o w  o n  t h f o a t ,  b r o w n  o n  f l a n k ,  a n d  g r e y  o r  d a r k  y e l l o w

o n  u n d e r t a i l  c o v e r t s .  T h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  n a i n l a n d  b i r d s

r , r a s  g e n e r a l l y  p o o r  a n d  w h e n  t h e  d e n s i t y  w a s  h i g h  i n  1 9 6 . 8

s o n e  b i r d s  s h o w e d  i n j u r y  o n  t h e  h e a d  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p e c k l n g

o f  i s l a n d  b i r d s .  l . , l o s t  i s  l a n d  b i r d s  d i s a p p e a r e d  b y  A u g u s t ,

bu t  a  f ew  o f  t hen  d i d  su r v i ve  and  re rna in  on  t hs  i s l and

t i 1 1  t h e  b r e e d i n g  s e a s o n .  H o w e v e r ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  n e s t i n g  o f

n a i n l a n d  b i r d s  n o r  t h e  p a i r i n g  o f  n a i n l a n d  b i r d s  w i t h

i s l a n d  b i r d s  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d .  I n  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s  t h e

t w o  f o r n s  a c t e d  a s  g o o d  s p e c i e s .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  i n a g i n e

t h a t  t h e  i s l a n d  f o r n  c o u l d  h a v e  e v o l v e d  i n  t h e  B u n k e r  a n d

C a p r i c o r n  g r o u p s  o f  i s l a n d s  i f  t h e  u r a i n l a n d  f o l n  h a d  o f t e n

d r i f t e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  D a s t ,

O t h e r  L a n d  E i r d s

F i v e  s p e c i e s  o f  o t i - - e r  l a n d  l - r i r d s  h a v e  b e e n

r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  p a s t :  R e d - c r o w n e < L  P i g e o n  P t i l i n o p u s  r e g i n g

( D e c e n b e r  1 9 4 6 ) ,  K o c l  E u d a n o c e p h a l q  ( O c t o b e r  1 9 1 0 ) ,

S p i n e - t a i l e d  S w i f t  C h a e t u r a  c a u d a c u t a  ( D e c o n b e r  L 9 2 7 ) , .
v l i l l i e  W a g t a i l  R h i p i d u r a  l e u c o p h r y :  ( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  a n d  R u f o u s
r i lh is t l .e r  Pachycepha la  ru f i ven t_ I i i i  (0c to le r  1910)  .

D u r i n g  n y  v i s i t s  s i n g l e  n u f o u s ; ' l h i s t l e r s  r r e r e

s i g h t e d  i n  ! " l a y  1 9 6 5  a n d  A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ,  a n d  o n e  R e d - c r o w n e d

P i g e o n  w a s  s i g h t e C  i n  A u g u s t  1 i 6 7  a n d  a n o t h e r  w a s  f o u n d
d e a d  i n  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 6 9 .  C t h e r  r n i g r a n t s  o r  s t r a g g l e r s

r e c o r d e d  a r e :  G o l d e n  B r o n z e  C u c l . o o  C h r y s o c o c c y l . l u c i d u s *
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( 0 c t o b e r  1 9 6 8 ,  A u g u s t  1 9 6 9 ) ,  E a s t e r n  B r o a d - b i l l e d  R o l l e r

E u r y s t o n u s  o r l e n t a l l s i  ( O c t o b e r  1 9 6 9 ) , .  N o i s ) .  P l t t s  P i t t a

v e r s i c o l o r '  ( M a y  1 9 7 0 ,  s i g h t e d  b y  B i l l  w y a t t ) ,  l t l e l c o n e

S w s l l o r  H i r u n d o  n o o x e n a *  ( M a y  1 9 6 6 ,  M a y  1 9 6 E ,  A p r i l  L 9 7 0 ) , .

Fa i ry  l . la r t in  Hy loche l idon ar ie l r  (a  f lock  o f  about  l0  in

M a y  1 9 6 8 ) ,  B l a c k - f a c o d  C u c k o o - S h r i k e  C o r a c i n a

n o v a e h o l l a n d i a e r  ( A u g u s t  1 9 6 4 ,  M a y  1 9 6 5 ,  A u g u s t  1 9 6 6 ,  M a y

1 9 6 7 ,  o c t o b e r  1 9 6 8 ,  M a y  1 9 6 9 ) ,  L i t t l e  C u c k o o - S h r i k e

C o r a c i n a  r o b u s t a *  ( A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ) , .  A u s t r a l l a n  R e e d - W a r b l e r

Acrocepha lus  aus t ra l i s r  (August  1968,  and one f ,ound

c o v e r e d  $ i t h  s e e d s  o f  P i s o n i a  i n  A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ) ,  L e a d o n

Flyca tcher  My iagra  rubecu la t  (May 1965,  August  1966,  Apr i l

1970) ,  Sat in  F lyca tcher  g l :gg . lg lJano leuc f  (May 1967 '

A u g u s t  1 9 6 8 ,  M a y  1 9 6 9 ,  A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ) ,  B l a c k - f a c e d  F l y c a t c h € r

! ' lonarcha ne lanops ls*  (Apr l l  1970) ,  Grey  Fanta i l  Rh ip idura

f u l i g i n o s a *  ( M a y  1 9 6 5 ,  A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ) ,  R u f o u s  F a n t a i l  R h i p l d u r a

ru f l f ronsr  (Apr i f  1970) ,  Brown Honeyeater  L ichrera  ind i l t i r c ta '

( M a y  1 9 6 1 ,  O c t o b e r  1 9 6 9 ) ,  L i t t l e  F r i a r  B i r d  P h i l e n o n

c i t r e o g u l a r i s '  ( M a y  1 9 6 5 ) ,  O l i v e - b a c k e d  0 r i o l e  O r i o l u s

s a g i t t a t u s *  ( M a y  1 9 6 5 ,  M a y  1 9 6 8 ) ,  S o u t h e r n  F i g b i r d

S p h e c o t h e i e s  v i e i l l o t i *  ( A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ) ,  S p a n g l e d  D r o n g o

D i c r u r u s  h o t t . e n t o t t u s *  ( M a y  1 9 6 5 ,  M a y  1 9 6 6 ) ,  M a g p i e  L a r k

G r a l l i n a  c y a n o l e u c a r  ( M a y  1 9 6 1 ,  M a y  1 9 6 5 ,  M a y  1 9 6 7 ,  A u g u s t

1 9 6 9 ,  A p r i l  1 9 7 0 ) ,  a n d  S t a r l i n g  S t u r n u s  v u l g a r i s t  ( A u g u s t

1 9 6 9 ,  s i g h t e d  b y  J a n  W i l s o n ) .  A  s i n g l o  E r n u  D r o n a i u s  '

novaeho l land iae ,  now rer0oved f ron  the  is land,  had been

in t roduced as  a  ch ick  and grow to  na tu t i t y .  I t  was  o f ten

s e e n  b a t h i n g  i n  s e a  n a t € r .
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T H E  B R E E D I I I G  A N D  D I S T R I B U T I C N  O F
ELA} IUS CAERULEUS IN NEF GUINEA

I
b y  V . J .  I i o o d '

The B lack-w inged K i to  L fg3ga3ggru leus ,  i s

a l i s t r ibu ted  th roughout  the  war rner  par ts  o f  the  0 ld  Wor ld ,

w i t h  a l l i e d  s p e c i e s  i n  A n e r i c a  a n d  A u s t r a l i a .  F o u r

s u b s p e c i f i c  r a c e s  o f  c a e r u l e u s  h a v e  b o e n  d e s c r i b e d ,  w i t h

the  non ina te  fo rn  rang ing  th rough southern  Europe f ron

P o r t u g a l  t o  A f r i c a ,  e a s t w a r d s  t h r o u g h  I n d i a ,  B u r n a  a n d

l ' {a laya .  The race  sunat ranus  is  res t r i c ted  to  SuDat ra ,

r v h i l s t  t h e  f o r n  h y p o i e u c o s  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r o n  t h e

P h i l i p p i n e s  t o  B o r n e o ,  J a v a  a n d  t h e  C e l e b e s ,  T h e

s u b s p e c i e s  E l a l u s  c a e r u l e u s  r a h g i e n s i s  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  f r o n

a s ing le  spec lnen taken in  the  f lahg i  Va l ley ,  I ' l ew Gu inea,

b y  M a y r  a n d  G i l l i a r d .  A p a r t  f r o n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  n o t e s

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  a c t u a l  s p e c i n e n  t h e  f o r n . r e n a i n e d  v i r t u a l l y

u n k n o w n .  G i l l i a r d  v i s i t e d  t h e  ; ? a h g i  V a l l e y  s o n e  t r o  y e a r s

a f te r  the  or ig ina l  spec inen t ras  taken and aga in  encounterod

t h e  s p e c i e s i  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p h o t o g r a p h e d

t h e  b i r d  a n d  t o o k  f i e l d  n o t e s .

I  D e p a r t r n e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  S t o c k  &  F i s h e r i e s ,  S e p i k  P l 8 i n s
L i v e s t o c k  S t a t i o n ,  U r i n o ,  v i a  ) ^ l e ' r t a k .  T . P . N . G .
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O n  M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  I  f i r s t  o b s e r v e d  t h s  B l a c k -

w i n g e d  ( i t e  a t  B a i y e r  R i v e r ,  a p p r o x i n a t e l y  3 6  n i l e s  n o l t h

o f  l , ioun t  l iagen and a t  the  western  ex t ren i ty  o f  the  ! ' i ahg i

V a l l e y  f o r r n a t i o n .  A ,  s i n g l c  b i r d  p e r c h e d  o n  t h e  u P p e r n o s t

b r a n c h e s  o f  a  d e a d  t r o e  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i n i t y  t o  n y  r o s i d o n c o .

I t  r e n a i n e d  a t  t i r i s  p o s t  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  1 5  n i n u t € s ,

cont inuous ly  watc l ) fu l  o f  the  sur round ing  count ry ,  a f te r

wh ich  i t  f lew over  a  s tand o f  luna i  - tnpera tu  a rund inac  .

O n  t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s  i t  h o v e r e d  a n d  s t o o p e d  t o  w i t h i n  3  o r

4  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  g r a s s ,  a n d  a f t e r  f l y i n g  a  d i s t a n c e  o f

a b o u t  h a l f  a  n i l e  i t  c l i t n b e d  a n d  f l e w  i n  a  d i r e c t  n a t n e r

t o w a r d s  t h s  t i n b e r l i n e  o f  t h e  w o s t e r n  B a i y e r  n o u n t a i n g .

O n  M a r c h  1 5 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  a  s i n g l e  b i r d  w a s  a g a i n

o b s e r v e d  a t  B a i y e r  R i v e r  b y  M r .  ! t .  W o o d c o c k ,  w h o  i n f o r n e d

n e  o f  i t s  p r e s e n c e ;  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  s e a r c h  w e  l o c a t e d  t h e

b i r i t ;  i t  was  wary  o f  our  approach however ,  and noved ou t

o f  t h e  i m n e t l i a t e  l o c a l i t y .

Betv reen l ta rch  21  and 27  presunab ly  the  same

b i r d  w a s  o b s e r v e d  d a i l y ,  u s u a l l y  o v e r  t h e  w e s t e r n  g r a s s e d

a r o a s  o f  t h e  B a i y e r  V a l l e y .

T h e  n e x t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i e s  w a s  o n

M a r c h  2 9 ,  w h e n  I  o b s e r v e C  a  b i r d  c a P t u r e  a  s n a l l  r o d € n t ;

i t  had  been hover ing  fo r  seveta l  rn inu tes  gcadua l ly  d ropp ing

i n  a l t i t u d e ,  u n t i l  i t  f i n a l l y  p l u n n e t e d  i n t o  t h e  g r a s s ,

a r i s i n g  a l n o s t  i n r n e d i a t e l y .  I t  t h e n  f l e w  i n  a  d i r e c t

course  over  the  i i l aak  R iver  to l ra rds  the  nounta in  t i sber l ine '

I  l a t e r  j o u r n e y e d  i n t o  t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  t i n b e r l i n e  o n

h o r s e b a c k ,  a c c o n p a n i e d  b y  a  n a t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a i n e e ,

b u t  w e  f a i l e d  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  b i r d .

o n  A p r i l  1 2 ,  ! 9 6 9 ,  a  n e t i v e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a

" w e t p e l l a  t a t a n g a u "  ( a  d e s c r i p t i v o  p i d j i n  e q u i v a l e n t  f o r
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the  b i rd )  ras  t rss t ing  in  the  t inber l lne  o f  tho  w€ste tn

Ba iyer  Mounta ins .  i { i th  na t ive  a id  and accoapan ied  by

a  n a t i v e  n a t u r a l i s t ,  N o g i  o f  o g e l . b e n g ,  t h e  n o s t  w a s

loca ted  ln  th ick  nounta in  sc rub  in  a  par t i cu la r ly

p r e c i p i t o u s  s o c t i o n ,  b e i n g  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r n o s t

branches o f  an  un ident i f led  t ree  a t  the  he igh t  o f  about

40  fee t ,  th€  loca t ion  rev€a led  a  connaad ing  v iew o f  Duch

of  the  Ba iyor  Va l ley .  Th€ b i rd  noved anay  f ron  the  n€s t

a t  our  approach and d id  no t  re tu rn  wh i le  we ue te  in  the

v i c i n i t y .  I t  w a 3  i n p o s s i b l o  t o  d e t e r n i n e  t h e  c o n t e n t 3

o f  t h e  n e s t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d ,

even r l th  the  nos t  soph is t i ca ted  c l inb ing  squ ipnent ,

such en  inspec t ion  rou ld  have been ex t rgne ly  dangerous .

For  th is  reason I  fo rbado the  na t ive  boys  f ron  a t tonPt ing

t o  c l l n b  t o  l t .  T h e  n 6 s t  i t s e l f  r f a s  c o n p o s e d  o f  d e a d

s t l c k s  a n d  I  e s t i n a t e d  a b o u t  2 0  i n c h e s  a c t o s s  a t  t h o

b a s e .  I t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h i s  n a y  h a v e  b e 6 n  t h e  d i s u s s d

nest  o f  another  b i rd ,  fo r  there  were  b i ld  d ropp ing3 over

nuch o f  the  area  and,  a l though the  reg ion  was subJec tod

t o  h e a v y  d a i l y  r a i n s ,  t h e i r  s i g n s  w e r e  n o t  o b l i t o r a t s d .

A fu l t  s tudy  o f  the  n€s t ing  ar€a  over  tho  nex t  two days

r e v e a l e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  n o s t  r a s  a l n o s t

c e r t a i n l y  n o t  b u i l t  b y  t h e  k i t e s .  H o w e v e r  i t  a P p o s r e d '

t o  b e  o f  a c c i p i t r i n e  s t r u c t u r e

O n  A p r i l  1 5 ,  I  s a w  b o t h  b i r d s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t

t i n e ;  t h e y  q u i c k l y  v a c a t e d  t h o  n e s t i n g  a r e a  a t  o u r

approach,  exh ib i t ing  the  sane war iness  as  thoy  had on

a l l  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s .  I  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  a  s e a t c h  f o r

food rennants  on  the  ground bu t  found very  l i t t le  tha t

c o u l d  p o s i t i v e l y  a p p l y  t o  t h s  b i r d s r  d a i l y  d i e t .  O n  t h i s

o c c a s l o n ,  h o r e v e r ,  a  l a r g e  S C r u b  P y t h o n  L i a s i s  a n e t h i s t i n u s

was found in  an  ad jo in ing  t ree ;  th is  was caPtured  and

r e l o a s e d  l a t e r  s e v o r a l  n i l c r  f r o n  t h e  n e s t i n g  a r e a .
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I  d i d  n o t  v i s i t  t h e  n e s t i n g  s i t e  a g a i n  u n t i l

A p r i l  2 0 ,  b u t  i n  t h e  n e a n t i n e  a  n a t i v o  b o y  h a d  b e e n

r e c r u i t e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  n e s t  d a i l y  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  a n y

a c t i v i t i e s .  0 n  A p r i l  1 9 ,  a  p a r t l y  e a t e n  y o u n g  B r o r n

Qua i l  @ was found d i rec t l y  under  the

n € s t  a n d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  e g g s h o l l  i n  a  p a t c h  o f  u n d e r g r o w t h

n e a r b y .  A  c l i n i c a l  e x a n i n a t i o n  a n d  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e

s h e l l  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h a t c h i n g  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  s o n e  d a y s

bofore ;  the  she11 rnenbrane was f ragnentary  and over lapped

t h e  a n o u n t  o f  a c t u a l  s h e 1 1 ,  a n d  n o  b l o o d  s t r e a k i n g  w a s

p r e s e n t .  T h e  l a r g e r  e n d  o f  t h e  o v o i d ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g

s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  e g g , r a s  a l l  t h a t  I

exan ined and a t  i t s  nax inun w id th  a t  the  breek  neasurod

2 4 m m ,  T h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s h e l 1  e x a n i n e d  w a s  h o a v i l y

n a r k e d  w i t h  b r o a d  s t r e a k s  a n d  b l o t c h e s  o f  b r o w n ,

purp l i sh-brown and burn t  unber .

M y  v i s i t  t o  t h e  n e s t  o n  A p r i l  2 0  g a v e  n e  t h e

oppof tun i ty  to  observe  a  b i rd  a t  c lose  range fo r  the  f i rs t

t ine ,  and a l though i t  was  ra in ing  heav i l y  the  b i rd  rena ined

b e s i d e  t h e  n e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ;  i t  r e n a i n e d  s i l e n t

b u t  o b v i o u s l y  a w a r o  o f  t h e  i n t r u s i o n .

T h e  g e n e r a l  n o r p h o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s  b e t w e e n

c a e r u l e u s  a n d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B l a c k - s h o u l d e r e d  K i t e  E l a n q s

nota tus  in  the  f ie ld  a re  very  nuch a l i ke ,  bu t  by  conpar ison

t h e  N o n  G u i n e a  s p e c i e s ,  f r o n  n y  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  r e v 6 a l e d  a

broader ,  nore  cornpac t  b i rd  than no ta tus ;  yo t  the  f l igh t

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  t h e  s a m e .

B y  M a y  1 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  t h e  t h r e e  y o u n g  w e l e  o u t  o f  t h o

n e s t ,  p e r c h i n g  o n  b r a n c h e s ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  i n n a t u r e ,  w o u l d

f l a p  t h o i r  w i n g s .  T h e  i n n a t u r e  b i r d s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  r u f o u s

co lour ing  on  the  head and breas t  soneth ing  s in i la r  to  the
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innatures  o f  no ta tus .  Wi th in  10  days  a l l  young re re

f l y i n g  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n € s t i n g  s i t € .

Nog i  o f  Oge lbeng in fo rned ne  tha t  th is  b i rd

was no t  coDnon in  the  Ba iyer  Va l ley ,  bu t  sach year  he  had

s e e n  o d d  b i r d s ,  u s u 8 1 l y  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w 6 t  r e a r o n

a n d  c o n t l n u i n g  i n t o  t h e  d r y .

O n  J u n e  l ,  1 9 6 9 ,  I  r e c o r d e d  t h e  B l a c k - w i n g e d

K i t e  a t  U r i n o ,  o n  t h e  S o p i k  P l a i n s  L i v € s t o c k  S t a t l o n ,

l o c a t e d  a b o u t  2 5  n i l e s  s o u t h  o f  W e w a k ;  a  s i n g l e  b i r d  w a s

observed hovor ing  bes ide  a  s ta t ion  road.  Accord ing  to

the  na t ives  o f  th€  reg ion ,  the  b i rd  was unco l lDon,

a l though a  few b l rds  were  regu la r ly  obsorved.  A  na t lve

f r o n  t h e  v i l l a g e  C h e b o v i a ,  w h o  h a s  s p e n t  n o s t  o f  h i s

l i fe  on  and around the  Sep ik  f lood  p la ins ,  assured rnc

tha t  he  had seen th is  b i rd  over  nuch o f  th6  reg ion ,  bu t

na in ly  in  tho  dry  nonths  f ron  ear ly  May th rough to

Sept6 [ber .  Nat ive  na tura l i s ts  de tern ine  th is  spec les  and

the  Nankeen Kest re l  Fa lco  cenchro ides  f roD the  o thor

rap tors  by  th6 t r  ab i l i t y  to  hover .

Neru ,  a  Sen ior  Agr icu l tu ra l  Of f i cer  a t  Ur iDo,

who or ig lna l l y  cane f ron  Goroka in  the  cent ra l  h igh lands l

ln fo rned lne  tha t  he  had seen the  spec ios  on  sovera l

o c c a s i o n s  a t  B e n a  B e n a  L i v € s t o c k  S t a t i o n . a b o u t  1 2  n i l e c

s o u t h e a s t  o f  G o r o k a .

Mr .  Rob Shaw,  Manager  o f ,  tho  Sep ik  P la ins

L i v e s t o c k  S t a t i o n ,  s e i d  t h a t  h e  h a d  o b s e r v e d  b o t h  t h e

B l a c k - w i n g e d  K i t e  a n d  t h e  W h i t e  c o s h a w k  A c c i p i t e r

novaeho l land iae  over  nuch o f  the  s ta t ion ,  and thought

t h a t  b o t h  s p e c i e s  x e r e  p e r n a n e n t  r e s i d e n t s .

Day to  day  .surveys  taken ov€r  . the  Sep ik  P l .E ing

L lves tock  Sta t ion  th roughout  June cove led  about  10 ,000
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a c r e s  a n d  r e v e a l e d  a  t o t a r  o f  s i x  b i r d s . .  T h i s  t o t a l  -

cons t i tu ted  what  appeared to  be  2  pa i rs  and 2  odd

i n d i v i d u a l s .  A l t h o u g h  e x t e n s i v e  s e a r c h e s  w e r e

conducted  th roughout  nany  scrub  pa tches  and fo res tod

reg ions  around Ur ino ,  no  ev idence o f  nes t ing  by  the

s p e c i e s  w a s  f o u n d .

D i s c u s s i o n

A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  B l a c k -

r .v inged K i te  appears  to  be  a lnos t  unknown in  New Guinea.

Except  fo r  the  or ig ina l  descr ip t ion  and co l lec t ion  no tes

b y  M a y r  a n d  G i l t i a r d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o r - u p

r n a t e r i a l  b y  G i l l i a r d ,  R a n d  a n d  G i l l i a r d  s t a t e d  t h a t

uahg iens is  i s  known on ly  f rom the  Wahg i  Va l ley  in  the

e a s t e r n  h i g h l a n d s .  I t  c a n  n o w  b e  e s t a b l l s h e d  t h a t

w a h g i e n s i s  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  a  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  N e w

G u i n e a  t h a n  a t  f i r s t  r e a l i s e d ;  A  b r e e d i n g  s p o c i e s  i n

the  wests rn  h igh lands ,  i t  appears  to  be  d is t r ibu ted  a long

the  grea ter  par t  o f  the  Wahg i  D iv ide  ra ther  than dn ly  the

c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d  r e g i o n .  I t  s e 6 n s  t o  a l s o  b e  d l s t r i b u t € d

o v e r  t h e ' $ e p i k  p l a i n s .

I t  nay  be  sa id  tha t  the  b i rds  d is t r ibu tod  over

tho  nor thern  low lands  cou ld  be  a  d i f fe ren t  popu la t ion  and

r a c i a l l y  d l s t i n c t  f r o n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  h i g h l a n d  W a h g i  V a 1 l e y .

S u c h  a  s u p p o s i t i o n  i s  u n l i k e l y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  N e w  G u i n e a ,

w i th  i t s  ox t renes  in  geonorpho log ica l  fea tures ,  lends  to

z o o l o g i c a l  s u b s p e c i a t i o n  n o t o  s o  t h a n  n o s t  c o u n t ! i e 3 .

T h e  d i r e c t  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e o n  t h e  t w o  s o r l e s  o f  o b s € r v a t i o n s

w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  1 8 0  n i l e s ;  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  h o w o v e r ,  b e t $ e o n

t h e  B a i y e r  V a l l e y  a n d  t h e  S e p i k  p l a i n s  i s  o n l y  a b o u t  5 0

n i l e s  d u e  n o r t h .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f

the  Ba iyer  R iver  and the  ne ighbour ing  J in i  R iver  fo l lo r

n s t u r a l  v a l l e y  f o r n a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e  o n  a  d e s c e n d i n g
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course  and jo in  the  Yuat  R iver  to  the  nor theas t .  The :

Yuat  1n  tu rn  jo ins  the  Sep ik  jus t  nor th  o f  Kund ioa .

T h e s e  v a l l e y  f o r n a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e i i e s  o f  k u n a i -  r ;

covered t i ver  f la ts  rh ic l i  range up  to  5 ,000-4r000 fee t

in  e leva t ion .  The border ing  nounta in  tanges ,  ho$€v€t ,

e x t e n d  t o  a n  a l t i t u d e  o f  7 ' 0 0 0 - 8 , 0 0 0  f e e t .

Due to  th6  geograph ica l  fo rua t ion  be tvoen

tho  Sop ik  p la ins  and the  cent ra l  and western  h i8h lsnd

va l leys ,  the  r i ver  coutses  prov ide  easy  access  fo r  nany

s p e c i e s  o f  b l r d s ,  p 8 r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r a P t o r s .  I t  1 s

thorefore loglcal to assune that !g!gig!g ranges fron

the  nor thern  Sep ik  p la ins  in to  the  nounta in  va l leys  o f

the  cent r8 l  and woste tn  h igh lands .  0n  the  o ther  hand,

an  lnvas lon  o f  s t ragg le rs  o f  tho  weste tn  insu la r  race

h y p o l e u c o s  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l o w l a n d s  i s . t s n o t o .

Two poss ib l€  vacuuns s t i l l  ex is t  in  the  rango

of  th€  B lack- r lnged x i te  in  New Guinea;  these cons t i tu te

th€  eas tern  and weste tn  l in i t s .  I t  wou ld  aPpear  l i ke ly

tha t  tho  ves t€rn  ex t ren i t ies  o f  tho  rango cou ld  s t ro tch

over  the  nor th€rn  lov lands  in to  West  I r lan ,  inco3po la t iag .

the  f lood  p la lns  o f  the  Sep ik  and Idenburg  R lvers .  The

eastern  l ln i t s  o f  the  range cou ld  be  oqua l ly  ex tens ivo ,

cont inu ing  in to  tho  kuna i  p la ins  adJacent  to  th€  Ranu

V a l 1 e y .

To da te  no  accura te  ana lys is  o f  tho  s ta tus ,

d is t r ibu t lon  and noveuents  o f  the  B l8ck-w inged K i te  in

New Guinea has  b6en conce ived,  bu t  i t  wou ld  appear  tha t

the  spoc ies  has  been over lookod by  orn i tho log ica l  workerg

in  the  Papuan Subreg ion .
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t * * a l l l l t

MAGPTE tO**, 
ffirfoRu 

wrmour EYES

0 n  D e c e n r b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 6 9 '  M r .  A . D .  W o o d ,  a  l o c a l

ve ter ina t lan ,  Save ne  a  l i ve  young Magp ie  Lark  Gra l l in r

cyapo leuca norDa l  in  overy  rosPect  bu t  u i thout  obv ious  oyes '

Apparont ly  th€  young b i rd  had been found on  the  ground be lo r

i t s  nes t  near  Br isbane about  € i8h t  days  ear l ie r ,  a t  th€

I  D e p a r t n e n t  o f  Z o o l o g y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d ,  S t .  L u c i a ,

Q . 4 0 6 7 .
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s t a g e  r h e n  n o r n a l l y  e x p e c t e d  t o  f l e d g e .  I t  i s  n o t  k n o n n

h o w n a n y s i b 1 i n g s o c c u p i e d t h e n e s t o r w h o t h e r t h e y

p o s s e s s e d  n o r n a l  e y e s .  N o t  w e r e  t h e  P a r € n t s r  r e s p o n s e s

t o  t h e  f o o d - b e g g i n g  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  b l i n d  f l e d g l i n g  n o t e d .

T h e  b i r d  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h ,  e a t i n B

v o r a c i o u s l y  w h e n  f e d  b y  h a n d .  I t  d i e d ,  f o r  n o  o b v i o u s

r e a s o n ,  t h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  I  r e c e i v e d  i t .  I  h a d  h o P o d  t o

s t u d y  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  i t s  n a i n t e n a n c e  b e h a v i o u r ,  i ' e '

b a t h i n g ,  p r e e n i n g ,  a n d  g e n e r a l  b o d y  c a r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s

genera l  no tor  Pat te rns  as  these deve loPed.  The oppor -

tun i ty  to  s tudy  the  deve lopnent  o f  behav iour  in  a  b i rd

s i g h t l e s s  f r o n  b i r t h  i s  o n e  r a r e l y  e n c o u n t e r e d .

I n  f a c t ,  I  h a v e  n e v e t  o b s e r v e d  a  t o t a l l y  b l i n d ,

f r e e - l i v i n g  b i r d  o f  a n y  s p e c i o s .  A t  a n  e a r l y  a g e  s u c h

i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o u l d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p r o v i d e  e a s y  t a r g e t s  f o r

predators  o r  d ie  f ron  s ta rva t ion .  In  the  course  o f

t rapp ing  nany  thousands o f  b i rds  in  var ious  band ing

progranDes,  I  have seen about  s ix  ind iv idus ls  b l ind  in

o n e  e y e ,  p r e s u n a b l y  v i c t i n s  o f  a c c i d e n t s .  T h e s e  r e r e  a l l

N o r t h  A n e r i c a n  s p e c i e s  a n d  a l l  p a s s e r i n e s  e x c e p t  o n e

R i n g - b i l l e d  C u 1 l  L a T u s ( l e l . @ i s .  I n  a 1 l  o f  t h e s e  t h e

e y e  a p p e a t e d  o p a q u e  o r  t h e  e y e b a l l  n a s  c o l l a p s e d ;  s o n e t i n e s

t h o  e y e l i d s  w e t e  t o r n

I n  t h e  M a g p i e  L a r k ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b o n y  e d g e s  o f

t h e  o r b i t a l  r e g i o n  c o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  f e l t ,  t h e r e  r r a s  n o

s i g n  o f  a n  e y e b a l l  n o r  a n y  v i s i b l e  o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  s u r f a c o

o f  t h e  s k i n ,  w h i c h  f o r n e d  f u l l y  f e a t h e r e d  d e p r e s s i o n s  i n

t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  h e a d  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  n o r n a l l y  o c c u p i e d

b y  t h e  e y e s .

How rare  arg  such occur tences? As  nent loned
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above,  such ind iv idua ls  cannot  be  expec ted  to  l l ve  long

af te r  f ledg ing ,  bu t  they  shou ld  surv ive  nes t  l i fe  r l thou t

nuch d i f f i cu l ty .  I  wou ld  be  nos t  ln te reg t€d  ln  hear ing

of  any  s in i la r  observa t ions  or  accounts  o f  to ta l  b l indner r

ln  the  Magp io  Lark  o r  in  any  o thsr  spec ies .

I
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