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. VALIDITY OF THE BUFF-BREASTED QUAIL

J. D. Macdonald

In 1899 l,tt. E. OLive of Queensland sent to the
Livenpool Museun in England a srnall col-lection of binds
stated to be fnom Cooktown. Arnong them was a button-quail
or bustard-quail (the fonnen is the older name and is of
Anglo-Indian onigin) which l"tr ' . H. C. Robinson (1900) of
that museun described as a ner,r species with the'narnes Buff-
bneasted Quail artd Iunnia ol,i.oi.i,. In nefenning- to the
species in the fotlowing yean Robinson €rnd Lavenock (L900)

noted that the bind |tseems to have been hithento confounded
with ?. aastanota.tt An el-enent of that confusion sti l l
nemains.

Pon eome tirne ?. oli.vi i $ras accepted as a valid
species, by Mathews for exanple, who put botin oliuid and
eaotqnota into a €lenus separate fnom ?. oa?ia, the Painted

Quail; by the R.A.O.U. Checklist Connittee, who listed it
wi th spel l ing t .  o l ioe i , ;  and by othens:  Peters (1934) in
his fBinds of the Vrlonldf nade it a race of T. caetanota
and this nuling has been accepted by sone peopJ-e but by
no neans evenybody. Such divided opinion is confusing.
The purpose of this note is to shorl that Petere I conclu-
sion is not the rnost satisfactony one.
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In the finst place I think it is impontant to

considen I. oli.ui. i in relation to ?. vania as well as

f. aastanota. The three fonms, !a?ia, olioii. and caetanota

neplace each othen geognaphically with oliuii between the

othen two (fig. 1). This fact and thein cLose similanity

suggests that they ane recent offshoots firom the same

stock. The question is, how fa:r they have divenged and

which taxononic category is uost appropniate to each?

Thene ane few yar.dsticks whi.ch can be applied other than

rnonphological- ones. Physical. pnoxinity is closest between

oli.uii and uaria wheneas eastqnota is sepanated fnour

o|,i.oii. by the greaten pant of the Gulf country. In fact,

ua"ia and. oli.vii ane recorded fnom Cooktown but the pne-

ciseness of this sympati.y can be questioned. Olive obtained

at diffenent t imes the type of oliuii and a specinen of
pari,a to which Mathews gave the subspecifio name eubndnutar'

a form not now accepted. Both types ane in the Amenican

Museum of Natunal Histony, New Yonk, and f an indebted

to Dr. Dean Arnadon {on the followi-ng infonrnation extracted

fnom the labels: -

lurn i , r  o l i .u i i .  Cooktownl  June 25,  1894:  '0 l  in is  yeLlow;

feet  yeLlow; b i l l  bnown.

Tunn'La vari,a eubni.nuta. Cooktown; Manch 18, 1900: O; inis

ned;  feet  ye l low;  b i l l  b lack,  s late unden;  food seeds.

Whene exactly 0live found the birds is not recorrded and

would be diff ieult to establish. It seems unlikely that

they wene taken in the town but somewhene in the surround-

ing countny. Thene a:re no subsequent necords of eithen

fnom anywhere near Cooktovrn. Thene are accounts of ol,itti.l'

at Coen and of taria on the Athenton Tableland, but neither



The Sunbird - 3 - Manch 1971

was rtecorded in the Cooktown-Laura anea by Stonr' (1953).

l,fne. H. B. Gil l of fnnisfail teil.s me that, in the north,
oa?da is a high country species., Penhaps thenefone it
extends fnon the Atherton TableLang alongr..,tfie Main Coast
Range to northern linite in Big Tableland jlist, south of
Cooktoryn. SiniJ.anly olioii pnobably extende south in
lowEr habitats to the Cooktown area. But that i! s.pecula-
tion; certain infonnation is nequined. It would be con-.'r...
venient to accept the yandstick of synpatry to dec.l6.ne. ,, t i .

that olitt i i  and uatda must be sepanate species but"I db
not think that situation has been eetablished clear{y.

It seems thenefone that an estimate of nelation- 
'

ship between uani,a, oT,iuii and caetanota nae to be based
nainly on nonphology. Dinensions of females, as meaaured,
by Mathews, are:

o l io i i  caetd iota

1 9 0  . . . . . . . 1 6 2

2 L  . . . .  . .  1 . 6

vatia
L e n g t h . . . . . . .  L 9 0
B i L l  . . . , . . . . .  1 8
W i n g  . . . . . . . .  1 0 8
T a i l  . . . . . . . .  4 3

Tansus 23 2 5

8 5

3 7

19

These figunes 6hor.r that uatia and oliti.i are closely
siuri lar in all nespects except biLl size, which is 1ongen
in oli,tsii.; and that eaetanota is smaller but propontion-
ately similar to oaria, with slightly longen bi1l.

Othen featunes are:'
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This nonphological. evidence seens to point to
oli.tsii being nather cLoser in affinity to oania than to
oq,otanota, and aLso that oli,vi i is sufficiently dietinct
to be neganded as a species, at least until mone infornation
can be obtained about the nelationship of olitii and uanla
in ttre Cooktown anea. The thnee fo:rns can be neganded ae
seni-species in a super-species.

As a conollany to this note, Turnio oatia is
l isted as a divided species with a race in New Caledonl.a.
In ny opinion the New Caledonia fonn diffens in greaten
degnee from varia than either olitt i i  ot caetanota.. It
should be l isted as a separate species, or at most a setl i-
speeies in the Australian super-species gnoup. fn thie
event the Painted Quail, Buff-bneasted Quail and Chestnut-
backed Quail are to be necognised as species endemic to
Australia.
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MORE OBSERVATIONS A? OPALTON

A. C.  M. Gr i f f in

March 1971

B:r igadien Of f icen (Sunbird L(3) :  64-66)  unges
obsenvens to follow up the unidentified bird seen by hin-
self and Mns. GiIl in the Opalton area in June 1970, whene
the Rufous-cnoerned Emu-Wnen Stipitutue tuficeps had,
recently been found by lb. Ell is Tucken. Mn.,rI . D. Mac-
donald has now identified by fiel_d obsenvation and a
collected epecimen, the Striated Gnass-Wren, Angtornia
etn iatue,  fnon the same area (Sunbird j , (+) :  92-96) .  t '1r6.
H .  B .  G i l 1  and  I  canped  fnon  25 .9 .20  to  27 .9 ,70  a t  t he
foot of a low rise, between tno and three miLes south-east
of the ol-d water tank which appears to be the sole indi-
cation that one has r"eached Opalton. Obeenvations that rre
nade that weekend may also be of intenest.

Oun camp was in an anea of stony, ned soiL
sunnounded by a 1ow, nocky range. The vegetation was
doninated by spinifex (porcupine grass - lr iodia sp.) and
scattered mallee. type eucalyptsr with a few clunps of
g idgee (Aoacia homalophgLLal .  Spin i fex and a snal l  leafed,
dense, low gnowing bush conpeted with each othen in the
dny'cneek beds.

We wene luckien than ltn. Macdonald in that the
Striated Gnass-Wnen we distunbed in the dny cneek bed about
half a mile fnom oun canp, flew up on to a 1ow branch of
a malLee type eucalypt bondenin€l the creek, only about l0
feet fr"om us €rnd penched there lrj.th its 1ong tail enect fon
several seconds. While it investigated us rde wene able
to have a good:took at it. fhe bold, black facial l ine
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extending from.the base of the biLl behind the eye and ean

coverts vras veny noticeable. It contnasted nankedly with

the white etneaked, ned-brown head and back. The only eaII

we heand eras a wnen like tnilI.. It was this that dnew our

attention to the bind on the third occasion when it sr,rdaenty

appeaned, racing along ahead of us through the spinifex

clumps. It seemed rel-uctant to fly, only lowening its

tail and using its wings as a last resont to gain the

shelter of its chosen clump of spinifex. The chance

sighting of anothe:r Stniated Gnass-Wnen about I lniles

funthen west along the Opalton noad, suggests that thie

species may be fainly widely distnibuted sthenever suitable

habitat occura in centnal west Queensland. ' i lhis may also

apply to the Rufous-cnowned Emu-9lren. Two pains wene

seen adjacent to our c€rmp at Opalton and a thind bird was

Eeen some distance away. In addition to these a beauti- '

fu1Ly plunaged male bind wa6 seen in sinil-an country about

19 niles south of Winton, appnoxinately 10 niles south

on the Stonehenge road filom whene it forks left fnon the

Jundah noad. This ie at least 50 rniles no!'th of the
' ' 'Opalton eighting.

Among othei binds which we 8ant, HalLrs Babb,lens

(Ponatoetonul,e hall i), a pain of Redthnoats (Pyrrholaenue

brunneue), and a party of about eight. Pluned Pigeone

(Lophophape plundf,ena) seen between the nain Stonehenge

noad and Opalton starrant special mention. Plumed Pigeons

were aJso heard nean oui^ camp on the evening we annived.

The Hallre Babblens wene in a ned, nocky range

about half a nile south-$rest of our canp. Thein unifonn

dank bnown colouning, nelieved on1-y by the white bib-like

throat and bneast and the bnoad white eyebnow, easily
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distilguisbed them firom othen babblens. A party of eight
was seen and. on the finst nonning they wene canrying stieks
to a pa:rtially built nest at the top of a mulga-gidgee
type of Acaeia. The pnedoninant A.oaoia on this nange
diffened fnom othens in having ventical, spine-like foliaga,
giving it a vaguely cnew cut appeanance. In the wide
guJ-lies on the top of the:range it gnows to 15 or 20 feet,
and it was in the tops of these tallen trees that the.

.HaLlts Babblens were sighted. Thein neat was smaLlen and
neater than that of the Gney-cnomed Babbler'. Sirnilar,
Aoaeia in scrub about 12 miles south of Winton on the
Stonehenge noad also had a nurnben of neat babblens r nests
but the ansea was neached at duek and the binds $rere not
about. It.seems possible that this nay be another col_ony ,

of  HaLl" Is  Babblens.

The Redthnoat was in the same area as the HaLlfs
Babblene. Its lovely l i tt le song first attnacted our
attention. It was then located and watched fon sone
minutes as it flew busily back and fonth canrying food
between the top of the nidge and the gully. In the gull ies
on the south side of the nange t}le Acacia is r"eplaced by
a variety of small, low gnowing bushes, which are quite
dense in places. ft was so much like the type of country
in which these bir:ds occur in nonth west Victonia and in
Paln Valley in the Nonthenn Tennitony that it seened
quite natunal to see them thene. Mns. GiIl pointed out
howeven, that we wene at least thnee hundned niles from
pnevious published sightings of Redthnoats. It would be
intenesting to know whethen other observela have neconded
Redthroats in eentnal west Queensland.
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Many questions nemain unanswened. fhis fascinating

anea south of Vlinton wanrants mone than a stolen weekend

and white i t  seems 1ikely that Bnigadien Off icerrs unidenti-

f ied object was the Stniated Gnass-Wnen, there is a lot of

spinifex in the anea and a Spinifex Bind could v,re1l be

skulking in one of those clunps.

Othe:r binds seen in the area included - Connon

Bronzewin6g (nesting), Ring-neck Par' trots (one pain), 0wlet

Nightjan, Purple-backed Wnen, Inland Thonnbil l ,  Shnike

Thrush (?  Grey) ,  Whi te -w inged S i t te l las  (panty  o f  f i ve) ,

Singing Honeyeaten, Gney-headed Honeyeaten, Stniped Honey-

eaten, Lit t le WoodswalLow, White-bnowed Woodswallow and

Masked I'loodswallow. Betbreen Winton and Opalton, a pain

of Spotted Hanniens and a party of Chestnut-tailed Thonn-

bi l ls wene obsenved.

M i e s  A .  C .  M .  G R I F F I N ,  P . O .  B o a  1 3 a 5 ,  l o L t n s v i l l . ,  Q , 4 8 7 A ,

r t * * * * * t ! * * * f e r l * * * *

LITTLE GRASSBIRD IN NORTH QUEENSI.AIID

11 .  t r .  ( jL IJ_

As the published neconds of .the occunnence of
Litt le Gnass-bind Megalurus gramineue in Queens3.and seem
to be extremel-y few, the following locations whene I have
seen them may be of intenest.

Br.omfields Sranp and tJillits Swanp on the Athenton Table-

1and.

Eubenangee Swamp, nean Innisfail.
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Along the East Leichhardt Riven about 17 rniles east of

M t .  I s a .  :

, $l9ne.,a-bore dnain twenty niles east of ,Ju1ia Cneek.

Nonda bone drain between Richmond and .Iulia Cneek.

The thnee last named places ane all heivily

infested with Cumbungi (rypha angustifalrla)-.along the edgee

of the waten
' :

.  . .  . - l : ' , i

*".t E 'B' GrLL ' ^'" t't 

*u o',*n',1r"^o."!,1^t *'*t ***n *,*o' 
' otuo' 

, 
'

.  .  . : .  
:  i  ' . ' " :  :

FIELD N,OTES oN SoME WADERS OASCNVEO DURING ,U, ,,iLi/7l SEASON
' :  -  ,  :  

j  '

l v a n  F i e n . ,  " ' ' : .
" . ' '

Sorne bnief notes are Plreaented on the occu:rence

of some of the mone inte:nes1i4g sp.ecles of ''wadens, Udth
' endemic and nignatony, obsenved in the Bnisbane arear Sept-

emben, 1970 to,l ' larr.oh, 1,971.

Charadriue oinatua, Red-kneed Dotterel. Noted in nela-

tivety large nunbeng at McKeyts'farn' ' f, i iePwaten Bend.

Thinty binds wer.e counted on 5.9.70 and a sinilan numben

on 3.10.70.  Since th is  swamp pnovides good.cover  and

inaccessible aneas, it is probable that more were Present.

Chatadniae Leeehenaulfii'i., La:.ge Sand Dottenel.;' Mone than

the ueual number. have been noted this yean, ueually in
' '  

cornp"ny with c. mongolue. Specific neconds lteie:r Deeep-

t i on  Bay ,  3 .1 .?1 - ,  27  . 2 .71 i  Thonns ide  .L . , 2 . t 7 .L . i  Sou thpgq !

S p i t ,  1 3 . 2 ' . 1 L ,
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Iringa etagnatdlie, Marsh Sandpiper. Deepwate:r Bend,

5 . 9 . 7 0 ,  3 . 1 - 0 . 7 0 ;  N u d g e e  B e a c h  ( m a n g n o v e  s w a m p ) ,  2 3 . 1 . 7 1 .

Tringa glaneola, Wood Sandpiper. Two Wood Sandpipers

wene obsenved in flooded tussock gnass at Deepwate:r Bend

on 15.1.71.  One was vratched through a te lescope fon 15

ninutes and the two wene then flushed and the plunage

pattern noted in fl ight. The species has p:reviousJ.y been

noted by the wniten in sirnilan habitat at the same loca-
ti.on on several occasions.

Trdnga hypoleucoe, Common Sandpipen. While obsenving
rnassed wadens at Thonnside at high tide on 1.2.71 r,rith
Ba4ny Morgan and David Penkins, a lone wader feeding along
a dnain was noted. Closen obsenvation thnough teleocopes
:revealed the bind as a Common Sandpipen. The diagnistic
features of white onbital ning, white supencil l iany
str.ipe, white mank at shoulder and habit of teetening
I^tere noted.

Xenus ei.nereue, Tenek Sandpipen. The Tenek Sandpipen
is not a rare waden on our shones in the sunmer but it is
not usually noted in lange numbens. This sunmer has pno-
duced the langest concentnations of the species f have
yet seen. They have been panticulanly numerous at
Deception Bay and Thonnside whene the habitat is appan-
e4tly favourable. I saw betr4reen 50 arid 100 binds at
Thonnside on 1.2.71-. Banny Mongan infonmed ne that he
bounted a high tide concentnation of 350 at Thonnside
on  31 .1 . . 71 -  .

Cali i l*is canutue, Knot. 0ne, bind noted at Nudgee Beach,
2 3 . L . 7 L .
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Cal idnie, t .enui roetr r ie ,  Gneat  lhot ,  I  have noted more '

grqat lhotq ,this season than even befone. They have been

seen night thnough the surnnen at Deception Bay, Nudgee

Bedch and Thonnsi-de in, veny good numbers (groups- of up to

Soib i rds)  .  on 27,2.71-at  Decept ion Bay sevenal  Dinds
were 

,seen 
in fainly advanced bneeding.plurnage.

Ca, l ' idr i .q  4 lba,  Sandenl ing.  On 13.2.7L on the ldestet rn '

side. of Southport Spit a group of 20 Sandenlings i.tere

noted in cornpany with othen waders including Mongolian,

Dotterels, Large Sand Dottenels and Litt le Stints. ThCy

were kept under obsenvation for some minutes and then

flushed. Aften alighting they wene watched and subse-

quer i t ly  f lushed again. ,
'  ; 1 '

Linoec Li.moea, Black-tailed Godwit. Two sightings this "

season up to the end of Febnuany, 1971. Fonty binde wene'

noted and.photognaphed on the tide flats at Deception Bay''

on 3.L.?J., and one bird was seen on the wing in comPany

with congener t. l"apponi.ca in the nanshes of Hayts Inlet )

on 27,2.:7l.. The sighting at Deception Bay was interesting.,;.

as it r^ras the finst t ime I had seen I. Limoea on the tide::i

f lats: A11 pneriious sightings have been in swamp or narsh ' '

envinonment. Howeven, the species could be confused with

L. Lapponi,ea on ihe sea shone excePt wheir in fl"ight when

it becomes extremel54 obvious

Eeacue nqgrni.noetnzle, Beach Stone-CunLew. Trlo Beach Stone-

Cunlews,.,which gave the imp::ession of being a nated: pain,

hrere seen in the sand dunes at the nonthenn end of the .; '

Southpont Spit on 13,2,71. The binds allowed an approach

to aboui 75 ur but no fur"ther; they appeared quite uDCon-

cenned however, pnovided the obsenvers came no closer.
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One bind occupied itseU in pneening its bneagt feathera

while the other bobbed occasionally like a giant Comnon

on Wood Sandpipen. The binds wene watched intenmittetrtly

fon about an houn and showed no signs of wishing to leave

the anea. They wene still pnesent when the obsenvene

lef t .

Mn. IVAl,l FIEN, 6t Highl.and Stneet, t laveL1, Hei'ghta,

Q L d ,  4 0 1 2 .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *

COLOUR CHANGES

Nancy Hopkins

While bind-watching at Bnookfield, Mns. Dunkley,

Miss Hawken and myself spotted a Leaden Plycatchen noving

with trenbling tail through the bnanches of a tnee. When

it tunned to face us ne nrere surrprised to see that its

nusty bneast was bondened with a firn and boLd black

band, similan to that on the bneast of a Rufous lJhistl.en

except that the fbibf above it was pale nust instead of

white. Pnesumably oun bind was a young nale undengoing

coloun change, but sunely the well-defined and handsome
pattern was sonething of a fluke. To'the best of my

r.ecol-lection the few young males f have seen at this

stage have had the black coning through in uneven pat-

ches, as in var.ious othen species such as wnens and
koe Is .

The nignant wadens are now displaying fascina-

ting stages of breeding plumage and we (Miss Hawken and I)
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srer€ especially irnpneesed b3r Golden Pl-ovens seen af ''Cleve-

Land on Manch 7th. r The first bind noticed wasrtypieal' of
a bind in almost fulL bneeding plunage, back stnongly'
nottled with a,golden wnsh, face and underpants iangely
black. A second bind,had: much righten mottl ing on the
back, and no black whateven else-..:hene, but it was far rep
moved fnon its sanCy ncn-;r: 'eeding eolouring being nichly
washed with gold with a beautiful- gokien head. Othe:r
nenbens of the Wild Life ?r'eser:vation Society neponted
a sinilan bind futth." 

"1::*.the .beach.

M ise  N .  H0PKINS,  59  t l h i t e  S t ree t ,  t t eue l l  He igh te ,  QLd .4022 .

: l  Jl * ***:t * f i *: 'r r! *: lfc *

NOTES FOR ,JL;ITIORS

liancy l{opkins
.  : .

This is an excitiing tirne of the year fon bind-
eratchens, because the mignating binds a:re noving nonth-
wa:rds. WiLl the Junions please keep watch and help us 

'

to gathen infonnation?

I,ie have two maj-n classes of nignants.., One .Slase,
which'tncludes most of our" sea-shore wadensr. bneeds in...the
Northern Henisphene as far" north as Sibenia 4r-rd Alaska,
duning the no:rthern suniner, ivhich is our wintef., When
winten 'comes to the nonth these tri:rd.s ftv south acltosa 

'

the equator: to sha"ne brrt 
"um"o. 

While 
"ian'rl" 

they are
drab coLouned in sandy b:rovrns and gneys, but in theit
bneedihg,.aeason. thein plurnage becomeB nuch mone' btriking.
Sone ane'a1rready changing colour before they begin'ilfte
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long journey to thein nesting places, and necently we have
seen nErny transfonned in their" bnighten pluroage on our
beaches. Soon they wil l all be gone, except fon a fgw
that nay spend the winten hene and will not bneed this
year .

The wadens are ha:rd

watch and I suspect that our

to identify and not ea6y to
junio:r rnembe:rs will be none

intenested in the second group. The binds of this gnoup
:rernain in the Southenn Herni.sphene, but they tr.avel south
in the sunmer and in winten neturn no:rth to New Guinea
and other islands, or nenely to the nonthenn parts of
Austnalia. Aroong othens, the Do1lan-bind, Koel, Channel-
bil led Cuckoo and Shining Stanling leave the Austnalian
rnainl-and altogethen. Some of the Rainbow-binds (Bee-

eaters) !!o as far- as the Islands, but many stay in
Australia, though they pnobably all move nonthnard. The
sane applies to the Sacred and Fonest Kingfishers.

We do not know as much as we wouLd Like to
about bird mignation, and it is helpful to know when bir:ds
finst appear in vanious distnicts, and $rhen they leave.
EanJ.y last Septenben Gnaeme Stevens of Dundownan neall
Manybonough told me that thene wene DoLlan-bi:rds anound
his hone. This was interesting because it wae unusually
eanly.

Now this is what f want our: Junions to do.
Please make a note of any mignants you may oee. Wnite
down dates, numbens and anything you think intenesting,
and when you are neady, write and te1l ne about it. If
you know the diffenence, teIl us whethen the bind was
male on female, adult on juveniJ.e. Fon instance., among
the last of the Dollar-binds there ar:e rn€ury with dark bills
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instead of red. These ane young binds. A KoeI which looks

like a female but has big patches of black is a young:nale

just changing to his adult colouning.

Some of oun flycatchens ane nignants, so fly-

catchen news wil l be welcone too. Nonth Queensland nem-

bens may have sornething to tell. us about the departure of

the Shining Stanlings.

Even one litt le note is worth sending. In fact,

I want to hean about all of youn bind-watchin61, not only

of the migr.ants. Please ask guestions if you have any

pnoblems, and wnite as often as you wish. One thing

more, if you have alneady missed the "last'of the nignantst

get ready to watch fon thein return in Se'bt6trber. . ..
r . r  i . , -  : : :  

.  , , ,  .o i ,  
,
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