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Psephotue puleherr i ,mus z

HOLDINGS, DISTRIBUTION A}ID

PLUMAGE PATTERN

Donald P. Ver:non

Rumouns that Queensland Museurn staff have collee-

ted specimens of Panadise Parrots in necent years ane with-
out foundation, although two good cabinet skins and a good

mounted specimen wene aequir:ed. The holdings of this
species in the Queensland Museum now are foi,rn nale skins,
two female skins and thnee mounted specinens. 0f the
latter, one rnale is on exhibition and one male and one
fenale ane stored r^rith the neference collection;

A collection of 89 bind cabinet skins and a
nurnben of insects wene donated on 1 May 1964 by Chanles F.
I1J-idge, a son of Rowland I1lidge. Of the bindsn 20 wene
destroyed because of insect infestation. Two of the 69
netained ane adult male Panadise Pannots in good plunage.
Thene were no labels on the specirnens so I discussed thein
onigin with Chanles Il l idge of Mount Gravatt, Bnisbane.
Following this, his daughter, l,trs ,Joan Hil l of Sunfenrs
Panadise, Queeneland, lent ne a note-book which contained
a It l, ist of binds Shot nean G5rnpiett but no nefenence to the
two bir.ds in guestion. Pages wene nr:issing fnom the quarto-
sized note-book, so otber l ists rnay have been destroyed.

Rowland IL l idge,  1851-1929 was a keen f ie ld
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natur"al ist especial ly inter 'ested in entomology and onni-

thology. Fon many years he contnibuted PaPers to the Pno-

ceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland, the qlounnal

of the Queensland Natural istts Club and other publ icat ions.

Duning 1918-L9 he was engaged on a- Part-t ine basis to

negister the Sin Wil l iam McGnego:r col lect ion of New Guinea

anthropology and onni.thology in the Queensland Museum.

A l ist of his publ icat ions was publ- ished by Tryon (L929) and

a biop5r'aphical note was published by Manks (1963).

In a papen rtfhe Blue-faced Lonilet,  also cal led

C o x e n t s  F i g  P a n r a k e e t r t ,  r l l i d g e  ( 1 9 2 4 r  p . 1 1 3 )  s t a t e d  r r O n

a pnevious occasion I had shown skins of the Panadise

Par':lot, undeu name of Beautiful Grass Pannakeet, and made

nemanks as to the appnoaching extinction of that supenb

species. Coxenrs Lo:r i let was nevelr a common speciesr but

the Paradise Panrot l^tas about 40 yeans ago ol? mone back.

The latter is, despite the'f ind of a few specinens in a

centain distnict of QueensLand on the venge of conplete

extinct ion.ft  This r.centain distnictr of Queensland pno-

bably meant.the Bunnett alea, fon the species was photo-

g:raphed at the nesting site in 1922 by C.H.!{.  Jennand

I'about 150 miles north of the capital ci ty (Bnisbane) and

not fan fnon the point wher"e P::ofessor Richa::d Semon of

Jena saw spec imens in  1891" ,  (Ch isho l in ,  1922. r  p .9 ) .

This assei ' t ion by ILl idge that P. pulehernimua

was a  corDrnon spec ie3  d i f fens  f r "om Fonshawrs  (1969 p .231)

statement that ttPr"obebly it was never cornmon and as a

species $tas on the decline pnio:r to the advent of Eunopean

set t lement i l .  Accond ing  to  Ch isho l rn  (1922 p .L6)  I l l i dge

stated that "I  did not ne65a:rd Psephotus pulcherninzs as

a rare bind in the Bnisbane disbrict,  though i t  was veny

local. Between Kelvin Grove and Bowen Bnidge' on some open

fonest country, I  frequently saw the bi:rds, usually in
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pains, but sometirnes in l i t t le panties of penhaps half

dozen.t '  This area cited by l l l idge, is only two to thnee

rni les nonth of the centre of Bnisbane city and one can

surnise this as a possible local i ty for the two male

specinens now in the Queensland Museun.

Reganding distuibution, I  am unable to agree

w i t h  F o r s h a w t s  ( 1 9 6 9 ,  p . 2 3 L )  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  ' t " ' G i l b e r t

may have mis-identi f ied the Gotden-shouldered Parrot

P. ehrgeoptetggi,us which was descnibed by Gould thirteen

years latenrr. Gilbent '  who was second to Leichhardt on

the Port Essington Expedit ion, I^tnote in his diany fon 17

June 1844 tt l  was sunp:r ised today to meet with the new

Platgceteue of the Downs a species which has not been

obsenved with us since leaving Deception Camp on Comet

Creekr' .  This ent:ry htas neconded while the party was in

the Mitchell River alrea near the Gu-]-f cf Canpentania. 0n

20 ,lune he wnote that they we:le trconmontt and foun days

laten ItThe new PJ-atycencus I saw in gneat nurnbers.rt  Fon

f u r t h e n  d e t a i l s  s e e  C h i s h o l n  ( 1 9 4 5  p . 1 8 5 ) .

I t  seems to me that, Gilbent '  one of the ablest

men adsociated with Austnal ian onnithologicat f ieLdworkt

is unl ikel-y to have rnis- identi f ied P. pulchernimae for

P. chrgeopterggius because of the obvious scarlet aE corl-

paned with yel low wing covert feathens. By way of conno-

bonation of his keen penception he noted the much rnore

subtle dif fenences between the Bnown Tree-creePen, CLi.-

maeteris pieunmus and the Black Tnee-creePett C. neLanotat

the latter of which he discovened on 11 ,June 1844. 1\^ro

days pnion to this, he col lected a specinen of the Black-

tai led Tnee-cneeper, C. melanuta and again his keen pen-

ception is nevealed by the note in his diany that this

species had f inst been obtained by Bynoe, (who was the
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Sungeon of the H.M. Beagle) in the far north of Austral ia,

C h i s h o l n  ( 1 9 4 5 ,  p . 1 9 3 ) .

The n igh t  w ing  o f  spec imen Qd Mus.  098?6,  one o f

the nale birds f i :on the l l l idge col lect ion, was opened out

for study when loaned to an Austral ian University zoology

depantment. Later" as sometirnes happens with o1d skins,

i t  separated. To make the most of t tr is nishap, the wing

was relaxed, pinned out and dried to shou the under:-wing

colour pattenn. A tracing of the wing outl ine (actual size)

$tas dra$rn from it  ,  see ( Fig. 1. ) .

tt. 
z

Figure  1 . .  Vent ra l  p lumage o f  n igh t  w ing  o f  Qd Mus.  09876 '
with col.our notes accolrding to Ridgway CoLor
Standar:ds and Nomenclature (1912).

1. Lessen wing Covent feathersr Cer:uleun Blue
( P 1 .  V I I I  ) .

2. Primany, Secondary and Majon Covents of
the Secondany feathersr BLackish Brown No. 3t
(  P l .  X L V  ) .
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The data fnom alL specinens of P. puleherri,mua Ln

the Queensland Museum is given in Table f.

TABLE I

Q 1 d . M u s .

N o .

U d L C

Registeneci Sex Donon

Locality and

Othe:r Data

02879

O 2  B B O

0 1L2 30

0 1 1 2  3 L

0 9  8 7 5

0 9 8 7 6

0t1232

0 1 1 3 2 7

0l_Ls 7 I

0 1 0 0 8  ( E g g )

L 4 . 2 . 1 9 2 3  F e m a l e

1 4 . 2 . 1 9 2 3  M a l e

L 0 . 7 . 1 9 5 9  F e m a l e

l - 0 . 7 . 1 9 6 9  M a l e

1 . 5  . 1 9 6 4  M a l e

l - . 5 . 1 - 9 6 4  M a l e

1 0 . 7 .  L 9 6 9  M a l e

Female

2 8 . 5 . 1 9 7 1  M a l e

L9 2 l -

Dn H.Kenny

D:r H. Kenny

C .  F .  I l l i d g e

C .  F .  I l l i d g e

B.McGuine

M r s  T . P .
Lucas

80 miles from
G y m p i e ,  S . E . Q .

80 miles fnom
G y m p i e ,  S . E . Q .
t p .  1 3 2  t

t p .  1 3 2  |

Collection of
R.  I l l idge .

Collection of
R .  I I l i dge .

Mounted specirnen
on disp).ay.

Mounted specimen

Mounted specimen

2 3 . L  x  L 9 . 7  n n .

I t  shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  0L1230 and 0 l_L232 have

snall  labeIs attached which nead rp.132r and this nay nean

that they were a pair fnorn an unknown'eanly collection or

relate to some page in a catalogue or" book. Nunbens

0 1 L 2 3 1 ,  0 9 8 7 5 ,  0 9 8 7 6  a n d  0 L L 2 3 2  a n e  l i s t e d  a s  n a l e s  a n d

0LL327 as a female although not sexed in the field by thein

col lectons. Hol 'rever.,  the:re is l i t t le doubt of sex. No.

01008 nay have originated f:rom Coomooboolanoo, Queensland.

Sevenal egg clutches (of othen Queensland species) fnon

the T. P. Lucas col lect ion in the Queensland Museum,
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have as thein 1ocaIi ty, Coomooboola:roo. I t  may have been

exchanged on punchased fnom one of the Bar:na::d bnothens.

SUMMARY

. fhe lack of nel iable data in respect to this now

rare Austral ian parrot is obvious fnom a study of Table f

and Appendix L, however i t  seems that as fan as Austnal ian

museums are concenned, the egg clutch col lected by Dudley

LeSoeuf on l-0 Decemben 1896 is the most-necently col lected

P. puleherrimue natenial.  Because uTohn Gilber:t ts sight

reconds seem admissable fon the Mitchel l  Riven anea, Pt?o-

bably the rCainns distnictr local i ty should also be accepted.

My conclusion is that the species was not uncommon in the

L9th century but fainly widely distr ibuted. Flocks, a1-

though in many cases possibly small ,  pnobabl5r nanged an

a::ea l-000 ni les fnom nonth to south. The two f l l idge

specimens and the mounted specimen fnon McGuine considen-

ably incnease the Queensland Museum holdings of this

s p e c i e s .
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BREEDING OF hIATER BIRDS IN
AN INLAND QUEENSLAND SWAMP

C.M. Broadley,  A.C.  Came:ron and K.  Wi l l iams

INTRODUCTION

It is well  known that, oven much of inland Queens-
l-and bir"ds have l i t t le regand fon the calendan. Nesting in
panticulan is gove:rned by nainfal l ,  which is ennatic and
unpredictable. Heavy nains wil l  induce birds to breed in
any nonth and when cl imatic condit ions are advense,
sevenal years may elapee between bneeding attenpts (Keast

and Mansha l l ,  1954;  Immelmann,  1963) .  Heavy  : ra ins ,
thnough thein affect on vegatation, wi l l  genenate an in-
cnease in food and shel_ten - the two basic necessit ies
fon the successful neaning of young. The avai labi l i ty of
food, nesting sites and nest bui lding matenials ane
tult imate factonsr gover:ning bneeding. Howeven, many
birds stant to bneed before the effects of rain have
caused any penceptable altenation to the su:rnoundings
and Immelnann (1963) has angued that nain i tself  has a
stimulat ing effect on gonadal development. f t  is impontant
that the bneeding of binds is documented for this inland
anea and we Dr"esent hene a report on the avifauna of Goombi
Swamp fol lowing the very wet summer of.1970/7j_. The
authons visited the area duning va:rious peniods of Apnil
1 9 7 1 .

THE AREA

Veny heavy nainfall was neconded on some partg
of the westenn Da:rling Downs fnom Novemben j_970 to early
February 1-97J.. Nean Chinchi l la, almost 32 inches fet l  in
a peniod of 15 weeks, after a dnought which had lasted fon
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ten yeans. ' Cneeks r sl^tamps and lagoons spilled ove:l and

the gnowth of 5gnound cover was prol i f ic. Binds which nade

an abontive attempt to nest j-n the sp:: ing o: 1970 now bned

p:roj- i f ica11y. .Goombi Swamp, on the Propenty of Mr G.

Scoutlen a few- rnri" les soutir-west of Chinchj-11a, became a

giant nursery fon m"rny lcinds cf waten binds. Acconding to

l,Dc Scoulleno the 1as'c nains feli fcr-ir yea-J.l ago but no

bneeding took place and the sw6:nP had bee:r dny since that

t ime. He stated that i t  was nine years since large numbers

of birds had bned in the swalnp

Duning Apnil  i -971, the l i rcrxrr was about one €rnd a

half ni les long and thnee-qua:rtens of a mile wide (c'  L00

acres), with an average depth of t '*o feet. Sucalypts

(Eucalgptua tepeti .cornis)g,rew in and anound the s:+amp'

wh i le  papenbanks  (Me la leuca brae tea ta  o r  I i .  Pubeecena?)

bondened the westenn side. Gnasses and needg wene luxun-

iant in some places and a va::iety of aquatie plants grew

in the water, ) t teLia ooafoLia was f lorvening oven rnuch

of the water sur:face. The vegetation had been cleat:ed at

the southenn end of the setamP. Hene, a gl'a.den had forned

two canals and the hraten :ln thesc tvas about thnee feet .

d e e p  ( s e e  F i g .  L ) .

i,IiS BIRDS

The papenbanks on the western side of the swamp

grer^r on small outc::ops of higher grc,und which $tere sul3-

rounded by waten. In these trees' was a bneeding colony

of appnoxirnately 50 pai-r:s of vlhite lbis . The nests wene

mostly withi.n foun to six feet -r.:l fhu water sunface. The

eanlien nests, placeo in the centz'e'  6f ' the.lol^r vegetation,

had fair" iy large.young on had a.I1eady.bee4. y4cated, while

laten nests auour:Id the penimeten ofr the colony still qon-



Junc  1971The Sunbird -29-

open paddocks

t
lN+

","^0,/{*:;: iX 
eclse or tinbet

Tee .? .&  -  $  > ; -  o ta l l  MeLaLeuca

i: ],:6 3;)10 ., Euealvp,a

I il ^, a -.i: -\
docke i -l - LJ -_ ".-r _\)' o o-t I

i -9 ioo C_oOi open

",""1,:oo9n1":r":; 
- 

t 
'paddocke

\gF; aater o_ 
X_A;iotspt"\ ry- \ - -  - \ )  6r  I\^- cv_-l

i  L r a \ -

\ o? f rg';
\  oQa l_ H X""!

!,21'"r",.,'\"i-.,9:1- E .u-, O n"\x!oo'""

\Hl t;" o^ rycasuanina
..|E- 0o

open paddo

s h o ? t
M e L a L e u

Qo
Figune 1. Plan of Goombi Swamp.



Ttre Sunbind - 3 0 - ilune 1971

tained eggs towands the end of the rnonth. It appeaned

that, in most instancesr two chicks Pen nest wene being

naised. This species did not bneed elsewhene in the svtanP'

. These papenbarks also contained several Nankeen

Night Henon nests. These nests were more difficult to

find. Towands the end of the month most nests vtere enPty

. and nany juvenile binds were seen feeding in the swamp.

In genenal, these nests we:re at a highen level in the

trees than those of the White lbis.

Eanly inthe nonth the papenbarks had been oceu-

pied by a camp of about 1000 Little Red Flying Foxes

(Ptenopue eeapulatue). These aPPear to feed on the blosson

of Eucalgptue and Angophora. Towands the end of the nontht

when only papenbarks wene in flowen, the camp had shifted

out of the area. !

A pai:r' of Black Swan had bned in the long grass

bn the north-eastern edge of the swamP' and cygnets wene

now aeen with the parent binds. G:rey Teal and Pink-ea:red

Ducks both had young on the waten. The Grey TeaI wene

very numerous while only about 30 Pink-eaned Duck wene

aeen. Ducklings of.the latter were more shy than those

of the Gney Teal and usually stayed close to the Parent

bi:rds. Gney Teal ducklings would feanlessly swim and

feed within six feet of an observer. One nest of a Pink-

eaned Duck was located in a tree fork about thnee feet

above the waten leveI. The nest contained eggs which

were surrounded by down. Blaek Duck and Little G?ebe wene

alao seen with young. A stnall gaggle of Wood Duck was

sighted but no young wene in evidence.

Except in the cleaned arear ta1l eucalyPts grew

th:rou6lhout the swarnp. One of these had been stnipped of
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its foliage by a lone koala, which had been thene probably

since the swamp fi11ed sevenal months before. White,

Plumed and Litt le Egnets, lr lhite-necked and White-faced

Herons, Darters, Black, Litt le Black, Pied and Litt l-e Pied

Conmonants, and Royal and Yellow-bil led Spoonbil-ls were

all br"eeding in these trees. Individual tnees supponted

nests of  seve: :a l  species.  The h ighest  nests,  about  50-60

feet above the waten, wene those of the Spoonbil ls on

White Egnets. Genenally the lowen nests were those of

the Litt le Blaek Cormorants and, less often, the Litt1e

Pied Connonants. These two species were nesting mostly

between 15 and 20 feet above the waten. The stratif ica-

tion of the nesting species was quite manked and the

following is an appnoximation of the levels, although

thene was rnuch ovenlap.

1.  30-60 feet .  Whi te Egnet ,  Royal  and Yel l -ow-
bi11ed Spoonbi l l .

2 .  15-40 feet .  Whi te-necked Henon (somet i rnes
on top), Plumed Egnet and
Li t t le  Egnet .

3. 20-40 feet. Black Cormonant and Pied Conmorant.
4.  .L5-30 feet .  L i t t le  Pied Conmonant  and

Litt le Black Co:rmonant.

A Darter was found nesting on a honizontal bnanch

about 55 feet above the wate::. fhene were no othen ne6ts

in this particulan tnee.

The young of nany species wene found in lange

€fnoups penching on falLen logs in the niddle of the svramp.

Groups of 30 Litt le Egnets or up to 50 Litt le Pied or

Little B1ack Co:rmonants were a conmon sight. Adult birds

wene stil1 b:ringing food to the young binds in theee

flocks. Although sevenal species of smalL fish were ob-

senved in this swamp, it appeaned that some of the conmon-

ants wene flying to neanby stneams and dams to gather food.
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In most of the eucalypts, Budge:r igars were nesting

o n h a d n e s t e d . N e s t l i n g s w e n e f o u n d s t r r u g g l i n g i n t h e w a t e r "

below the nests and dnowning must have contnibuted to the

juvenile mortal i ty of Budgenigans '  Sulphun-cnested Cock'

atoos hrer^e Plenti ful and noisy, part icularly in the morn-

ing and tate aftennoon. Cockatiet wene plresent in sma1l

f locks (up to eight),  usual ly in the top bnanches of dead

trees in and a:round the cleaned parts of the swamP' Snall

numbens of Galahs appeared thnoughout the day and fne-

quently kept company with the Cockatiels'

Predatory binds tuene active in the anea' A pain

of Gney Goshawks, Bnown Goshawks and Little Falcons were

al l  seen taking Budgeniga::s as these smal- l-  binds wheeled

and cincled in f locks amongst the tnees. wedgetai led and

Whist l ing Eagles wene fnequently seen and a Pair of the

latter nested in a ve:ry ta1l sol i ' tany eucalypt at the

southenn end of the swamp. At the no::thern end of the

swamp a solitary Swanp Han:rier was seen. Nankeen Kestrels

were panticulanly numenous in the sunrounding countnyside.

- GEIIERAL COMMENTS

Such a congr:egation of bneeding birds is found

peniodieal ly in inland Queensland. oPportunist ic br:eeding

is one facto:r that has helped these species.adapt to an

ernatic cl imate. Opportunist ic bneeding combined with

mobil i ty is a cha:racteris 'cic of binds of the more arid

areas. Dispe:rsal of binds fnom Goombi swamp following this

pantieulanly good bneeding rseasont wi l l  maintain the

variouE species in good numbens ovel? a considenable area

unti l  suitable condit ions once again pennit successfuL

bneed ing .

Menbers of the ChinchiLla Field Natural iets Clttb
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have been keeping a close watch of this swamP' It-i:.

hoped that a funther rePont will be made on this area

aften the bneeding is comPleted and that bneeding in

Goonbi Swamp will be fuIly documented in the futune'
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"Rockuood' ,K.  WILLIAMS' 75 Whi t taket

*L i t t le  Gnebe,  Pod ieeps
nooaehoLLand iae

*Little Black Conmo:rant'
Pha laen o  c  o r  as  s  uL  e i ' t  o  s  -
t r ia

*Black Cotimorant, P. eatbo
*P ied  Conmonant ,  P .  uar ius
*Lit t le Pied conrnorant,

P .  m e l a n o l e u c o s
*Austnal ian Darten,
..  Anhinga t,ufa

*Whi te -necked Henon,  Ardea
pae i f i ca

*Whi te - faced l ie ron ,  4 .
nouaehoLLand i 'ae

S t . ,  i l i ' n d a l ' e e '  Q L d .  4 0 7 4 .
C h i n c h i l l a ,  Q L d , 4 4 7 3 .
S t . ,  N o r t h  l p e u i e h ,  Q L d . 4 3 0 5 .

* * * : l * * * * * * t t *  * * * *

APPENDIX

A list of binds neco:rded fnom Goornbi Swanp on its inned-
iate environs duning Apnil 1971-.. fhose species kn-own to
le Uneeaing in the inel at the tine are manked with an
astenisk.

*Whi te  Egnet ,  Egte t ta  a lba

*L i t t le  Egnet ,  E .  ganzet ta
*Plumed Egnet, E. i 'nten'

nedia
*Nankeen Night He:ron,

Nu ct iconar eal 'e doni cue
*Whiie ] ,bis, Ihreeki 'ornie

moLucca
Stnaw-necked lbis '  f .

e p i n i e o L L i e
*Roy i l  Spoonb i l l ,  P la ta lea

reg ia
*YelIow-bi l led Spoonbil l '

P .  f lav ipee
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*Black Swan, CYgnus at?dtue
*B lack  Duck ,  .4nas  auPene i l ioea
f tcney  TeaI  ,  A .  g ibbet f  none
*Pink-eared Duck, Malaeo-

rhynchus membtanaeeue
Wood Duck ,  Chenonet ta  iubata

*Whis t l ing  Eag le ,  Ha l iae tu t
spnenu?ua

Gney Goshawk,
hoLLand l )ae

Brown Goshawk, A. faeei,atue
Wedge-- ta i led Eagle,  Aqui la

auda&
Spot ted.Ba:rn ien,  Ci reus

a 9 8 L m L  L l A

Swamp Hannien , C. -aPP?oxiryane
t  i t t le  .Fa lcon ,  EaLeo Long i -

pennL9
Nankeen Kest re l ,  F .  eeneh-

roi,des
Bnown Hawk, F. berigona
Rnnl s: - Grue rubicunda
o""ri-ir"o"hen, GaLLinuLa

tenebPosa
* C o o t ,  E u L i e a  a t t a

Spun-winged P loven,  Vane l lue
m L  L e a

Peacefu l  Dove,  GeoPel ia
s t r ' ta ta

*Cres ted  P igeon,  Ocyphaps
L o p h o t e s

Sulphur-cnested Cockatoo t
Cacatua  ga le r i ta

Galah ,  Eo lophue rose icap iL lue

Aeeipiter nouae- Laughing Kookabu:rna'
Daee la  g igas

Cockatiel,  Nynphi 'eue hol l 'an-
dLcue

Pal -e -headed Rose l la ,  P la ty -
ce?euo adeoi.tue

*Budgeriga:r,  Melopeittaaue
undu la tue

0wle t -N igh t ja r ,  Aegothe le  e
ep i ,e ta tue

Gney-cnowned Babblen,
Pomatoe tonue tenPotal ie

Bnown Flycatcher, Micnoeca
Leucophaea

Wi1ly Wagtai l ,  Rhipidura
Leueophtg  e

Restless FJ-ycatchen '
Seieura i .naui,eta

Mist letoe-bin6,, Di eaeun
hinundinaeeum

White-pluned Honeyeaten ;
MeL iphaga pen i  e i l l ,a ta

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater t
Acanthageng a  nu f  oguLat ie

Double-ba:rned Finch,
Ste g anop leuna b i  chenouii '

Apos t le -b ind  r  S t ru th i  dea a inerea
Peewee,  Gna l l ina  hgpo leuea
White-bneasted Woodswallow,

At tamue Leuaorhynehue
Pied Butche:rbind,

Crac t ieue quog i
Grey Butchenbind, C, totquatua
Austnal ian Cnow, Coroue . ae oi l ,ae

S H O R T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

T,ARGE CLUTCH SIZES IN CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

0n August 20th 1967, at Wa:rni Gate on the Queens-

land-New South Wales bonden north of Tibooburra, I found and

photognaphed a ne6t of the Bnown Songlank ('Cinelothanphue

eruraLie) which contained five eggs. The norrnal clutch in

south-east Queensland aPPeans to be thnee, nanely four.
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A fniend of mine in South Australia told me he saw aeven

eggs in a nest of this species in the same area that year.

In the same general area, a nest of Banded Whiteface

(Aphelocephala nigriei,neta) was found containing foun

eggs. The usual numben fon this species is two or three.

As the bneeding of bi::ds in this anea follows good

nain, negandless of season, the binds fnequently wait

seve:raL yeans between adequate falLs. I t  appeans that some

species have adapted to this by laying langen than usual

clutches to naintain the populat ion at t imes when no

bneed ing  is  poss ib le  (McGi lp ,  L92u; ,  Keas t '  1959) .  Th is

seems a rleasonable explanation fon these abnormally large

clutches in the Bnown Songlank and Banded Whiteface.
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AN UNUSUAL NEST OF THE YELLOW-BREASTED SUNBIRD

0n August l-3th 1970 my wife and f located a lange

nunben of Yellow-bneasted Sunbinds ( Nectarinia iugulanie)
feeding in a subunban ganden in Cainns. The ortnens of the

house invited us to view the nest of a Pair of sunbinds on
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hen ver.andah. The nest wa6 susPended fnom a rriniature

clothes hoist about two and one-ha1f metnes fnorn the veran-

dah floon. The female bind was incubating two eggs. She

left the nest when we aPPnoached, but netunned shontly

aftenwand,s, whiLe we btere sti1l thene. The neat was unusuaL

in that it was of open construction rathen than domed with

a s ide entrance.  I  have subsequent ly  checked the R.A.O.U.

nest neconds scheme data on the Yel1ow-breasted Sunbind.

Unfontunatelyr the necond ca::ds do not state the anchitec-

tunal design of the nest, although the situation of the

nest site is deecribed. Mns B. GiLl of Innisfail- '  Nonth

Queensland,  who has suppl ied the najoni ty  of  the R.A.0.U-

sunbir:d nest :records has infonmed ne by pensonal contnuni-

cation that she has neven seen a sunbi:rd nest of open

construction. It is intenesting to note that some of l{rs

Giltrs nests wene in covened situations, verandahs and out-

side toilets being especially favoured.

l ' t r  D.  Thonas,  who onganises the R.A.0.U.  nest

necond scheme, inforrns rne that in his expe:rience the archi-

tectural design of the nest of a panticulan species is

normally invaniant and fon this neason this infonnation is

not nequined on the necond cards.

Dr O.M.G. NEWI{AN, 30 Stoke Stneet ,  Neu Toan,  laemani .a 7008.
* *  *  r t *  r t r +  * * , t  * * *  * * , 1

A SIGHT RECORD OT THE LESSER CRESTED TERN

AT STMDBROKE ISLA}.ID

At aPpnoximatelY LL.30 on

gu1lsr terns and wadens were noted

mile south of AnitY Point on North

Queensland.

May J.1, 1971. a gnouP of

on a sand-spit about one

Stnadbroke Islandt
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Closer inspection fnom a range of appnoxitnately

?5 n with a 25 x 60 teLescope nevealed that twelve of the

terns' wex"e Lessen Crested Tenns , Ste?na bengalene'Le. They

wene resting intenmingled with Cnested Terns , S, betgif ' ,

and so affonded an excellent opPontunity fo:r comParison.

The following field chanacteristics were noted

in cornpanison wi th S.  betg i i : -

3-. Bnight orange bill conpaned with the

gneenish-yellow of S. bengii;

2. noticeably smaller stature;

3. shonter ta:rsi;
t+. smoother even g:ley aPPearance to rnantle.

One bind of each species took off fnom the FrouP

and togethen flew past me when the small-en wingspan of

the Lesser Cr:ested Tenn was cleanly seen.

l'loreton Bay is appanently close to the southern

linit of this species and its status has hitherto been

considered as raue in these etaters. I suspect that it

may be more cotnmon than pneviously thought fon two neaaDns;

finstly a general lack of sea bind obsenvens in the areat

and the 1'elative inaccessibiLity of the banrien islands

of Moneton Bay. In addition the species couLd be oven-

looked when with Crested Tenns r or casually rnistaken for

that  species.

It is suggested that local obsenvens keep a look-

out fon S. bengaleneie, so that its status hene can be

more accunateJ.y aasegsed.

! t r .  I .  FIEN, 67 Highl 'ands Street ,  l lauel l  Eeighte '  Q.4072.

* *  * *  * *  * t * *  * *  * * * *
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UNUSUAL ALAR}4 CALLS OP THE NOISY MINER

While r: iding in the bush in Apnil  1970 '  my son and

I hea::d some Noisy Minens (Mgzantha melanoaephala) giving

unusual ala:rm cal ls. A Gney Butchenbind also waS involved.

They wene obviously occasioned by an ainbonne predatort

whieh seemed to be noving around in some thick tinben

about 200 yar:ds away. Each t irne i t  f lushed, the f inst

few Minen notes sounded l ike rGoshawkr. Howevenr the

oventones of panic soon gave way to something none like

the angry, scoldin51 notes which usually mean tOwlr.

0n investigation i t  tur:ned out to be a Goshawk.

It  was cannying something, which i t  dnopped after I  had

flushed i t  a couple of t ines, and which pnoved to be the

pantly eaten nemains of an imnature Apostle-bird (Sttuth'

i d e a  e i n e r e a ) .  
j

The Minens had connectly identi f ied the Goshawk

with thein opening notes. Then, seeing that i t  was feeding

and not hunting, they signal led tUnwelcome and hosti l -e

enemy, not dangerous at the moment | . No wonde:r r'te were

puzz led  !

M n  A . c .  C A M E R 0 N ,  ' R o e k u o o d "  c h i n c h i l L a '  Q u e e n e l a n d  4 4 7 3 '

* * * r . * r l * * * { . * * * * *dr

L I T E R A T U R E

INDEX TO CURRENT AUSTRALIAN ORNITIIOLOGICAL RESEARCH com-

pi led and edited by Douglas D. Dow for: the Field Investiga-

t ion  Conmi t tee  o f  the  R.A.0 .U.  r  1971.  Me lbounne:  Roya l

Austral- ian 0nnithologists Union. Pp. l-L2, Pnice ( including

p o s t a g e )  $ i - . 7 5 .

This book te1ls you the individuals and ineti-
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tutions wonking on Australian binds, and the questions

they are asking about them. It nesults fnom an extensive

distnibution of questionnaines to individuals and insti-
tutions thnoughout the wonld and its editor is to be

conmended fon his thoroughness.

The index is a:rnanged by sunnanes of contnibuting
onnithologists and each entny contains the pensonrs ad-
dress, thein nesea:rch intenests, the species being studied
(both scientif ic and comrnon names) and descniptions of
neseanch projects in progress. These pnojects make
stimulating neading.

The usefulness of the index is enhanced by the
clanity of lay-out and by caneful cnoss-indexing. As
appendices thene are - an index tc ondens and faniliee
unden studyi an alphabetical index to cornmon namea; an
index to neseanch intenests and types of investigations;
a regional index to contnibutorsi additional sounces of
information; and publications containing the nesults of
neseanch.

Eveny senious student of Australian bindlife
wi l l  want  one.

Don Monris
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

N O T I C E

XVI INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS
Prelirninany Notiee

The Intennational Onnithological Committee
ag:reed at the end of the XV Inteniational Onnithological
Congress in The Hague, Nethenlands, that the next Congness
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would be held in Austnalia in 1974. P:rofesson J. Dot?st

was appointed Pnesident. The Australian invitation had

been proffened jointly by the Royal Austnalasian Ornitholo-

gistsr Union and the Australian Academy of Science.

The Royal Austnalasian Onnithologists t Union

appointed Dr? H.J. Fnith as Secnetary-Genenal and an Aus-

tnalian Advisony Comnittee has been fonned. The congress

will be held in the Australian National Univensity in

Canberna in the peniod 12 August to 17 August 1974. A

prograJnme of scientif ic sessions, majon and ninon excur-

sions and onnithological exhibits wil l be onganized.

Applications for nembenship wil l be accepted unti l

Manch 1, 1974. Applications for" the pnesentation of paPers

and fon annanging Specialists I Meetings should neach the

Secretary-Genenal not laten than Febnuar"y 11 1974. It is

pnobable that, apant fnom those pnesented by invitation in

a Symposiurn, ther-e wilt be some selection of the PaPerg

that ane actually nead. Accordingly it is eesential that

each offer of a papen should be accornpanied by a sunmalry

of  about  200 words.

Infonmation neganding the XVI International

Ornitholo€iical Congness can be had fnom -

The Secnetany-Genenal-'

XVI Intennational Ornithological Congpress"

P . 0 .  B o x  8 4 '

Lyneham, A.  C.T .  t
AUSTMLIA. 2602


