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A NOTE ON THE AVIFAITNA OF IADY ELLIOT ISLAI'ID

Ivan Fien

Approximately 1*"ttat-four hours were spent on

Lady El l io t  IsLand on 13th-14th Novenber,  1971,  for  the

purpose of  observ ing the b i rd l i fe  and breeding act iv i ty

on the is land

The history and geornorphoLogy of the island have

a bear ing on the present  b i rd populat ion,  and the fo l lowing

facts are recorded.  Lady E11iot  Is land was d iscovered by

the crew of  the dnlp t 'ady ELLiot  in  1812,  but  was f i rs t

char ted by L ieutenant  King in  H.M. Cut ter  ldetmaid on 28th

l r tay,  1819.  An ear ly  navigator  descr ibed the is I 'and as

covered wi th vegetat ion f ive feet  h igh and possessing great

numbers of  b i rds.  The is land was,  however,  worked for

guano deposi ts  by as iat ic  labour around 1899 and,  in  the

process,  the vegetat ion was largely destroyed and the cora l

sur face broken up.

The island is situated in th'e Coral Sea at I 'atitude

2406's and longi tude 1520 45r15"8,  and is  approxinate ly  75 kn

frorn the east coast of Queensland betweeir Bundaberg and

Gladstone' It is a conrnonwealth Lighthouse Reserve and is

inhabi ted by the l ight-keepers and thei r  fani l ies.  Par t  of

the is land is  pr ivate ly  leasecl  and the lesseets permiss ion

is  requi red before a v is i t  can be nade.

The area of the island is approxinately 45 ha

(110 acres)  and i t  is  about  800 n wide at  i ts  widest  point .
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It is a typical low coral island sutrounded by a lagoon and

outer  reef .  Vegetat ion is  sparse and is  rest r ic ted to a f€w

coastal she oaks (Caeuafi 'na ep') ancl two snal' l  stands of

p isonia (Pi .eonia gtand, ie) .  The sur face vegetat ion consists

of  nar i t ine grasses and succuLents '

seven species of  b i rds were recorded nest ingl rand

the details are given in the annotated species l ist which

fo l lows.  In  addi t ion,  f i f teen other  species '  i 'nc luding a

cuckoo and a passerine were noted' The lagoon and surrounding

r,raters .are rich in narine l ife and a fernal'e turtle xtas seen

digging an incubation hole above high water nark at ip#o:ti-
.  - . , . ' . . ,  ,  . : , ,

n a t e 1 y 1 4 3 0 h o u r s r o n 1 3 t h N o v e n b e r . . - . r : - l :

I{EDGB-TAILED SHEARWATER Puffinua paeificus'

'SeveTal dozen birds noted arorrnd nesting buTows

af ter  dark.  .  . : i

BROWN BOOBY SuLa Leucogtste! .  :  ' ' '  ' ) : ,  t

Occasional birds patroll ing the I 'agooa anal severgl

observed by torch !-ight roosting on the beach at' night' '

,  : : - - -  -  : , ' j : ' : . :

GREATER FRIGATE BIRD F"egata mi'non'

At  least  one b i rd v is ib le cru is ing over ' the is lend'

nost of the tine, usualLy on the windward side' At t ines

four  b i rds were v is ib le at  the one t ine '  A11 b i rds ssor t :were

fernales and were identif ied as F' ni 'nor by the grey throat-

.and 
b lue orb i ta l  r ing.

WHITE-FACED HERON Andea nouaehol lant l iae '

Two bi rds seen in land'

REEF HERON Egretta aaa"a'

Seve"" t  Ui . ta '  o f  both phasei  present '  A pai r  of

whi te phase b i rds were nest ing in  a p isonia t ree '  
The, lest

rAtthoush euee4sland introduced- {3X1ig}t:?lI i"g-::T" 
b"-

tvreen Ncvenber r's' i i- i ia-F"u""""y 
'Pi2 ait t imes printed in

ine Sunbiri l are in Eastern Standard 'Ti 'ne' ,: ;
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was constructed of  d iscarded wire ! Lr -,i i"t'3 It ?

PIED OYSTERCATCHER Eaematopua oettalegue : t l - l i l l8i

A t  leas t  two b i rds  o f  th is  sPec ies  ne te  p resent .

EASTERN GOLDEN PTOVER Ptuvi 'al ia doninica. 
i ' ' i  r{ l

Nunerous on the air str ip and other grasseif i l lns.
.  : t . :

LARGE SAIID DOTTEREL Charadri,ue Leehenaulti i . ; :; i+.
one b i rd noted on the beach.  i  :  )  |  ,

WHIMBREL .Numeni'ue phaeopue. i.:

Seen and heard on beach and reef .  :  ' r

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limoea Lapponica.

Approxinate ly  a dozen b i rds noted feeding wi th ' i

Golden Plover and Turnstones on the air strip. This is the

first' t ime I have noted the species feeding in a dry. cn'r ";
v i ronment .

TATTLER ?r i 'nga ap.  (presumably I ,  breoipee) .  : j

'  Two b i rc ls , f lushed f ron the reef .  '  . :  )

TURNSTONE Arenati.a intenpree

Extrenely nunerous on the air strip, other i{ff-

ora l  cora. l  areas,  the beach and reef  .  By far  the nosi : ' ' : l

cotntnon rnigrant wader present. I estirnated the nunbci'Et

be tween  500  an i t  1 ,000 .

RED-NECKED STINT cali.dni'e ruf,i 'coll ie...

In snal1. nunbers on the air strip with other nlders'

SILVER GULI Latue nooqehol landi 'qe.  , , ,

Connon on the island. I saw sone evidence of pfe-

dat ion by th is  species at  nests,  par t icu lar ly , in  the.Crpi te i l

Te rn  coLon ies .

BLACK-NAPED TERN Sterna aunattana.

Fairly cotnmon on the beaches,

with the nuch less coti lnon Roseate Terns.

''!

i ,  1 i . :

in conpany ,at:,tiles

Sone S. aumatnana

Y
I
{
1:1
-i
I
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showed a fa int  roseate t in t  on the breast  , .  r  , ;  . -

BRIDLED TERN Sterna anaetheta.

Very numerous, nesting in scattered grouPs over .nuch

of the island where shattered coral blocks provided suitable

protected Ledges.  These b i rds have d i f ferent  nest ing 'habl ts

to the very s in i lar  Sooty Tern (s .  fuaeata) .  They lay thei r

single egg under an overhanging ledge of coral and do notrsit

closely l ike S. fuecata. They vacate the nest and fly around

the intruder giving their characteristic yapping call., w!-ich

is  h ighly  renin iscent  of  the cal l  o f  the Whi te-headed St i l t '

Einantopuo hinantopus. The nunbers were hard to estinate

because the birds were nesting in tl iscrete groups, but certainly

hundreds of  nests were in  use.

TITTLE TERN Stetna albi.f,tona l

A 'sna1l  co lony of  these terns was nest ing-neAr the

L igh t  house .

CRESTED TERN Sterna betgi' |.

One large, and one snaller nesting colony were, not€d.

Unl ike S.  anaetheta,  th is  species nested in  densely pact ied

colonies,  a l thouglr  a few iso lated out l iers were present .

Again,  hundreds of  b i rds weie nest ing,  but  t imi tat ions of

tine precl.uded an accurate count. Although looked for, no

Lesser  Crested Terns (s .  bengalbnede) were seen.

ROSEATE TERN Ste"nd d'ougall i i

Approxinate ly  s ix  of  these at t ract ive tems were Seent

usually in cornpany with Black-naped Terns. Field characters

noted were the b i -poloured b i l ' l  w i th the basal  two-th i rds

black shat l ing to red at  the t ip ,  br ight  red legs,  l ight  i rey

mant le,  whi te underpar ts ,  wi th roseate t inged breast .  This

latter character was particularly noticeable whon the brBast

feathers were being Preened.
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COMMON NODDY Anouo etol.i 'due

Approxinately 100 noddys were nesti 'ng on ttre iniand

coral blocks. They were nost confiding and appeared to bc

cur ious rather  than afra id of  human int rus ion '

ORIENTAL CUCKOO Cuculue aatutatua

This was the nrost  surpr is ing s ight ing of 'a l f  i  j  ' i ' i

The bird was first seen at approxirnately 0650 hours on 14ffi

Novenber,  perched on a cora l  b lock.  I t  was wary arrd f lor ' r

f rorn b lock to bLock and occasional ly  in to a casuar in* .  I t i t

would not  a1low an.approach c loser  than about  50 n; 'but  * l ' fh

8x30 b inoculars,  in  good l ight ,  the bold ventra l  bar t r lsgr : " r

and yelLow orb i ta l  r ing were c lear ly  seen.  I  had han4lgd 
"

a study skin of the species three days earlier attd had no

doubt  of  the ident i f icat ion.  I  can onLy assume that ' ' thg. ' , :

b i rd was on passage'  as the is land habi tat  would seen lo b,Q

qui te in i rn ica l  to  the species.  
,  

, . .  , . . ,

HOUSE SPARROW Paaeer domeeticue

This species was observed nesting undet the ealss

of a buiLding. Fron 1ocal inforrnation, it appears that the

birds are fairl.y recent arrivals and were blown out frqn 
',

the mainLand.

I should l ike to acknowledge the trospitafity 4r\d 
:

assistance of Mr John Pope, the Head Light-keeper on LadI,,,

E l l i o t  I s l and .

Mr IVAl , l  FIEN'  61 Hi .ghlande Stbeet '  t tapel |  Heighta '  C '4qL.?. ' .  I

r  r * * t i * * i * t t t * t  i t t  i t
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FIETD NOTES ON HT'NTING METHODS OF FALCONS I ,:

, Greg Czechura
'  i  : . :

This article results fron personal observatignsr,pFde

during the past four years of falcons in the field, 
To,tt, .qf,

which have been made in south-east Queensland, al 'though sone

field rrork has been done in western areas. Much .reqearch -is

required on the behaviour of these birds as it seens ,that, lf le
basic  groups of  faLcons ( i .e .  Kestre l ,  Hobby,  L4nnet  and

Peregr ine groups)  can best  be character ized by thel r  speci f ic

hunt ing and other  behavioura l  pat terns.

NAI.IKEEN KESTRET Ealao cenehtoidee.

This is the rnost widely distributed and nost conn-

onLy observed of  our  fa lcons.  I t  inhabi ts .open &t€8s;  9s- '

pecia l ly  agr icu l tura l  land,  where i t  is  seen perched on h igh

vantage points or  hover ing in  search of  rept i lesr .  snAl l  nannals

and insects. Birds are included in their diet but very few
data have been gathered except for the folLowing:

A Kestrel was observed during October 1971 to. cose

to the nest with a Red-browed Finch (l,egintha tenpoqal.le) .

On other occisions Kestrels have been observed Purquing Pi,pits

( tnthue auet ta l ie)  wi th speed and agi l i ty  which would be sur-

prising if one were accustomed to observing hovering birds 
t.

only. The Pipits in all cases proved too quick for the f,estrel.

Young qua.iL are taken by Kestrels when available. The Kqstrel

nakes long, low zig-zag paths over grassy areas in which

quail are presentr aPparently in an attenpt to flush the yotrng

into the open. Pairs of Kestrels $ay team together on such

occasions .

Although the diet seerns to be rnainly grasshoppers

and mice,  Red-bel , l ied Black Snakes,  Bearded Dragon L izards '
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skinks r  youg rats,  moths and but ter f  l ies have been nbted ' '

as prey i tems.  I t  appears that  when ef for t  is  requi red ' to
k i1 l  the prey,  the Kestre l  d ives heavi ly  instead of  drop-
p ing  l i gh t1y .

BROWN FALCON Faleo benigona.

Brown Falcons occur in habitats ranging fron open
pla ins to t inbered mounta in areas.  They can f ly  swi f t ly ,
especia l ly  dur ing d isplay when the b i rds wi l l  indulge in
ae roba t i cs ,  i nc lud ing  fas t  sha l l ow  d i ves ,  s i de -s l i pp ing  a l l
the t ime and cackl ing incessantLy.  One b i rd dur ing non-
breeding season was observed to f1y very fast  near  ground

level  over  some hi1 ly  ground.  The purpose of  th is  is  un-
known. Brown Falcons hover  f . ike b ig,  c lumsy Kestre ls  as
dist inct  f ron the Black-shouldered Ki te (Elanue notatue) .
Telegraph poles and dead t rees are preferred.  perching pJ.q9es.

This species preys predominant ly  on nannals, .TGp-
tiLes and large insects which are taken fron a hovering
posi t ion,  by s low patro l l ing or  f ron a perch.  On only orc
occasion has a Brown Falcon been observed pursuing b i rds;
in  th is  par t icuLar instance the b i rd was chasing Wi l l ie  l f ig-
ta i ls  and honeyeaters around a f ig  t ree.  Large snakes
(usual ly  Green Tree Snakes)  are favour i te  prey.  One v ic t ln
was est imated by severaL observers as being between f ive
and s ix  feet  1ong.  Other  prey inc l .udes.  var ious 1 lzards,
rats,  in ice and grasshoppers.

LITTLE FALCON Faleo Longipenni,e
Most observations have been nade of the western

sub-species P.  Longi ,pennis nuyehieonianua.  Al though th is
species f requents a wide var iety  of  habi tats  i t  appears to
prefer  l ight ly  t imbered f la ts  or  low hi1 ls  as hunt ing g iornds.
They also frequently hunt in gardens very near houses. Ohe
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western bird was observed making long sweeping dashes ovetr,

long grass near a res ident ia l  bui ld ing.  L i t t le  Falcons ate

dashing l i t t le  b i rds which use rapid f l ight  coupled wi th. re-

narkable agi l i ty  to  capture prey.  One b i rd was seen to t ly
at  t rees shel ter ing Cockat ie l ,  Galah and Budger igah tmt i l

these birds fl.ed in panic, Another spent t ine working flocks

of  Budger igah before star t ing to hunt  in  earnest .  Sefore

lnaking power dives to secure prey, the Falcon would chase .
other birds around unti l they reached cover or unti l the

Falcon t i red of  the gane and reared of f .  Dur ing th is  t ine

i t  enbarked on a spectacular  twist ing d ive wi th a Swa] low

and a lso power d ived on a pai r  of  Ravens.  Prey is  caught

by a dive while they are in fLight, or by being rushed while

perching.  L i t t le  Falcons wiL l  chase b i rds in  Level  f l ight

in an attenpt to nake then dive, at which tinre they becone

vuLnerable.  I f  the prey manages to keep c l imbing i t  is

general ly  safe.  Many at tacks appeat  not  to .be. in  earnest '

but rather are made for the enjoynent of f l ight, with the '

actual  k i1 l  coning as a c l imax to aerobat ics.  I

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco petegtinus,

Although rare in occurrence it has been observed

in the same range of habitats as the Brown Falcon. The birds

nay be nonadic or  even possib ly  n igratory.  The f l ight  of  a

hunting Peregrine is very rapid and purposeful with flail ing

wing beats.  Af ter  a successfu l  f l ight  the b i rds soar  and

fLy  l e i su re l y .

Soure b i rds show specia l ized feeding habi ts .  A

Peregrine fenale has been observed during two years following
f locks of  Lor ikeets.  The presence of  fa lcons can be deter-

mined by the f1ock behaviour  of  such b i rds.  I f  fa lcons have

at tacked f locks the b i rds tend to move in t ight ,  th ick ly

bunched flocks, low to the ground, when noving fron tree to
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tree.  L ike the L i t t1e Falcon,  Peregr ines p lay wi t l r  9 i !_1t" t , , , , ,
birds. In one case a Peregrine dj.ved on and looped arpund

a Straw-neiked tb is  which threw i tse l f  around,  in  wi ld ,ev,q-  .
s ive manoeuvres.  The Peregr ine made one pass and f lew or i ,  ,

l eav ing  the  Ib i s  obv ious l y  shaken .  Th i s  was  no t  t he  ca le ' '
when another  Peregr ine was observed to s toop on and st r ike
a Whi te Ib is  to the ground.  Al though the outcone was neveF
determined because of  the d is tance involved,  ihere are
reco rds  o f  Pe reg r i nes  k i l l i ng  I b i s .  These  cases  a re  no t
connon,  as the Peregr ine obviously  prefers something which
requires less ef for t .  A Peregr ine was observed for  about
hal f  an hour s tooping before naking a k i1L,  dur ing which
t ine i t  charged a f lock of  Topknot  Pigeons head on,  s tooped
at crows in trees and nade nunerous dives and passes. The
female flew in a long shall-ow stoop and I could hear a fp$h
o f  a i r  t h rough  i t s  w ings  as  i t  b raked  and  Looped  ove r . t o , . ,
catch a smal l  honeyeater .  The power behind a d ive is  appre-
ciated when one hears the wind soaring through ou'tstretFhqd
wings as the bird pu11s out of a stoop. On other o,ccas'iq.ls
a fenale was observed eat ing a Lor ikeet  in  f l ight ;  anoth€
had a quaiL in its talons and nunerous attacks have been
observed on Currawong,  Crow and Magpie

BLACK FALCON Faleo subniger .
This species has been observed on three occasions.

The f i rs t  b i rd observed was in a Local i ty  in  which quai l
were present  in  Large nunbers.  I t  ha i l  a  deeper,  nore bugi -
ness- l ike f l ight  than Brown Falcon,  and waq a lso easi l l  :

separable on j . ts . long st reamLined shape and on i ts  ca l i .
The second observat ion was of  a b i rd in  f l ight .  The th i rd
was of  a b i rd doing a ser ies of  long steep d ives,  level l l r |g
of f ,  c l imbing and repeat ing f ron a s l ightLy lower e levat ion.
This species is  obviously  re lated to the Lanner Falcons by
habi ts ,  shape and hunt ing methods.
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GREY FALCON Falco hgPoleucoe '

I have not Yet observed

that its hunting behaviour wil l be

of  the Peregr ine Falcon'

D,ecenber '1971:

this species but Preil ict

sonewhat sinilar to that

Mr G.  CZECHUM, f loo tha  Road,  Ma leny '  Queene land 11552 '

* *  * i t t * t * t * * t  * t i  *  I

THE SPII\NT.CHEEKED HONEYEATER AS A VOCAL MIMIC 
j . I

Douglas D. Dow

On 16 December 1970 at  0738 I  invest igated an

unusdal song on Boningar Station just north of the roail ' to

GlennOrgan and about 5 km west of Meandarra, Queensland'

It was a quiet warbling subsong containing nany mellow.and

liquid notes. A stealthy approach peruritted a cleal view

of  the s inging b i rd - -  a  Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater '  Antho-

chaeta tufogulatie - - perched about one nretre above the

ground in a three:netre brigal'ow' The warbling song con-

iirrrr"a for four ninutes without pause. A sudilen novenent on

ny par t  d is turbed the b i rd and i t  f lew a shor t  d is tance'  I t

sang for a further one and one-half minutes

The song seened largely unstructured but contained

many phrases that  I  considered typ ical  of  the species '  How-

ever ,  in terspersed wi th these were notes i l is t inct ly  's in l lar

to a f l ight  cat l  o f  the Noisy Fr iar-b i rd '  Phi 'Lanon eorn ' l -

culatuer but even nore striking were bursts of several

seconds of the rnellow and unnistakable rythrnic notes of the

Crested Be1lb i rd,  Oreoiea gut tunal ie

The Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater seerns to have been
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recorded only once as a min ic ,  by McGi l l  (1944:61)  
" : r tbo 

h ls t l

i t imitate the Grey shrike-Thrv'n, collutieineta hatnotd:qa1" '

and the 0 l ive-backed or io le,  7t io lue sagi t ta tue,  in  nof tha . " '

western New South Wa1es. Minicry is apparently rare anong

the honeyeaters,  and the only other  species inc luded as a

r p o s s ' i b 1 e n i r n i c ' b y C h i s h o 1 r n ( ] . 9 6 5 ) i s t h e V f h i t e - p 1 r r n e d .

Honeyea te r ,  Me l i phaga  pen ie i l l a ta .

The pro longed s inging that  I  heard was nost  l ike ly

the subsong of an imrnature bird. Chisholrn (1965) reported

that  vocaL i rn i ta t ions by the Grey Butcher-b i rd,  Cnaat ta ia

to"quatus,  were rendered in twhisper-songsr '  There is  qole '

confus ion over  these terrns (see Thorpe'  1961:  64) ;  carefu l

usage fa ' rours whisper  song to t lescr ibe vocal izat ions s in i lar

in  pat t ,ern to the pr inary song but  c le l ivered quiet ly  wi th-

out  nuch pro ject ion.  Subsong is  usecl  to  descr ibe quiet

ranbl ing,  usuaLly lengthy,  songs that  are qui te d i f ferent

f r o r n t h e s p e c i e s ' p r i n a r y s o n g . P o s s i b l . y , t h e i n i t a t i o n s

o f t h e G r e y B u t c h e r b i r d s w e r e i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e s u b s o n g s

of irnrnature birds. Such subsongs are typical of rnany pasEer-

i nes  (Tho rpe ,  1961 ;  H inde ,  1969 ) .  These  a re  pe r i o t l s  o f

s inging in  which the speciest  song is  probably learned or

devel .oped.  Apparent ly  in i ta t ion of  other .speciesr  gongs

i s n o t u n u s u a ] . i n t h e s u b s o n g s o f r n a n y p a s s e r i n e s ( T h o r p e ,

1961 ,  1964 ;  H inde ,  1969 ) .  The  n in i c r y  repo r ted  i n  many  ;

Austra l ian species could then be conf i i red to young b i rdsr  .

and perhaps never used by the adult after developnent of

i t s  spec ies -cha rac te r i s t i c  song .

In the innediate area of  ny observat ions,  Noisy

Fr iar-b i rds connonly pass through dai ly '  The Crested '8411'

b i rd,  on the other  hand,  is  rare in  the regior t ,  which l les

on the eastern edge of  i ts  range.  But  I  have est i rnated ' that

three or four birds inhabit the extensive brigalow regrolfth



The Sunbird
, . : , 1  , ;  , . , ,

- 7  4 -

nearby;.,gnd one or two'san sotnetines be heard singing. The

Honeyea.ter, thereforer would have had anple opportunity to

hear ,the, lQn.qs and calls of both species.

: 
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BIRDS OF PREY SEEN ON A TRIP FROM BR,ISBANE TO CIINNAIT{UIIA

Greg Czecbura

Fron 21 to 24 August 1971, in the conpany of' Ghris

Corben and Glen ingran, I nade a trip fron Brisbane to Cunna-

nul la .  Al together  we saw 140 species of  b i rds.  I  ruas par-

ticularly interested in the birds of prey and present here

our observat ions of  these b i rds.

BTACK-SHOULDERED KITE Elanue notatug

This species was widely distributeil and encountered

in nost areas except between Bollon and Cunnanrulla. Many

adul,ts were preparing for nesting and nany juvenileg.were

seen, often perched together in groups of up to four biri ls.

D'ecenber 197f
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BLACK KITE Miltsus ni'gtane

This species was not comtnon, howevet we found sone

around cunnanrulla which were feeding on Kangaroo catcalses.,

At Myall Creek we got a good chance to conpare their f l igb!

and underwing pat terns wi th those of  the Whist l ing Ki te" '  '

BLACK-BREASTED BUZZARD Hami'roetta melanoetetna :

A s ingl"e b i rd was observed soar ing over  t reet : '  .  '

near  St .  George.  In  sone ways i t  apPears s imi lar  to  the

Wedge-tailed EagLe except that it has a tnore conpact f l ight

s i lhouet te,  broader wings and a shor ter  ta i l .  j  ,

WHISTLING KITE Hal iaatut  ephenutue.

These were frequently observed especial' ly in thg

vic in i ty  of  r ivers and darns (e.g.  at  St .  George) '  One b i fd

was observed catching a large rept i le  : :

BROWN GOSHAWK Aceipi'ten faeei'atue
Brown Goshawks were rarely encountered.'. A single

bi rd f ly ing h igh caused d is t ress among Galahs near 6t ' '

Geo rge .

COLLARED SPARROWHAWK Aceipi'tet ei 'tnoeephalue'

This speci.es was seen on two occasions ollyi @ce

between Bollon and cunnanulla and once near Dalby. The birds

were in  f l ight  in  each instance.

LITTLE EAGLE Hieraaetue nonphoidea.

A smaLl  nunber were encountered,  a lways s ingly '

These were usual ly  l ight  phase indiv idual 's .

WEDGE-TAILED EAGTE Aquil,a audaa.

These were present  in  rnost  areas and we were 'eble

to get  a good look at  adul ts  in  thei r  b lack phase at  Cr lnna-

nul la .  One dead b i rd was seen in th is  area.  We can not

understanct why this species renains unProtected in Queens-

1and.
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SPOTTED HARRIER Cineue aaa_imi l ie- '  
. .  

'  ,  : r '

We saw only two SPotted Harriers; a brief view of

one neat 'Myal l  Creek and one.cours ing over  a Paddock 1?1f , ,

St .  George.  The p lumage colourat ion is ,  in  sone":aspecfs '

renarkably sirnilar to that of the inlancl forn of ithe' Litt le

Fal.con

PEREGRINE FATCON Fa|'eo penegtinue

A single Peregrine Falcon was observed in fl ight,

between DalbY and Moonie

LITTLE FALCON Ealeo Longipenni'e '

Good observations were nade of the inland forn of

this species near Moonie and Oitby. Its f l ight is nore char-

a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e P e r e g r i n e F a l c o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e N a n k e e n

K e s t r e l . o n e o f t w o b i r d s s e e n h u h t i n g t . o g e t h e r n a d e s p e - c .

tacular  Power d ives and twist ing spi ra ls  af ter  i ts 'prey ' .

Another bird was rnobbed by a pair of Galahs ' As the inland

b i r d s a r e n r i c h . t r i g h t e r i n c o l o u r t h a n t h e c o a s t a l f o r n t h e r e

would be no problem in ident i fy ing the sub-species where

they occur together

NAI.IKEEN KESTREI Falao cenchroidee.

th is  was' tho 'nost  conrnon'b i rd of  prey '  Usual ly

they were hovering over paddocks or were perched on pol9s

along the roadside.  These b i rds r "ere Prepar ing to nest  at

t h e  t i n e .  i  , '

BROWl.l FATCON Falbo betigota'

These were seen occasional ly  in  l ight ly  t idbered

countty bordering open fiel 'ds' Light and dark ph6se$:*€fe

no ted .

BARN OWt IYto alba,

A dead bird was found on the roadside before we

reached Dalby. Using a spotlight at night vte saw anotheT in

f l i gh t  nea r  S t .  Geo rge .
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BOOBOOK OWL Ninoa nooaeeeelandiae.

This was of ten heard cal l ing at

very corntnon in sone areas.

Decedcr 1,9?1

night  '8nd.Uai , ; . ,  ;

Mr G. CZECHURA, i loof,ha Road, Maleny, Queenal 'and 4558,

* l  * * i  * t i *  t l * * * *  t t * i  *  * *

NOTES ON THE NESTS OF NOISY MINER

AND PIED BUTCHER-BIRD

Al is ter  Caneron

NOISY MINER Myaantha nelanoeephala.  :  l

Several Miners are nesting in ft i latt Park, Wdvell

Heights,  which I  v is i t  reguLar ly .  They bui ld  any t ine bf

the year ,  but  rnost ly  in  spr ing.  Last  year  s ix  pai rs  nested '

possibly nore. One pair had built in exactly the sa'ne 'spot

for two years running. Another nest had a clutch of'thrce

eggs, one of thern inferti le. A nest fonnd in the sane tree

the year before but in a different position also had en iar-

ferti le egg. When they are flying with nesting nateri 'al '

their pos'ture differs fron that of their ordinary fl ight.

They st retch thei r  necks out ,  and hold thei r  heads,up at

an angLe. In this way rnany nests have been found.

It was very rewarding while'I watched one nest with

three eggs, when after a while the fenale becane bold enough

to venture near tne, sonetines perching less than eightegn

inches above ny head. As hatching tine approached she be.

gan to attack rne, and having lost her fear of ner shebrushed

ne with her wings in her i l ives. She had two associates ryho

assisted her in defending against intruders (including no).

If they were in a neighbouring tree a few call 's fron thel

fenale would attract then. These two did not stay to-

.. 1
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gether and once when they were porched together on a branch

near the nest, one was driven away by a peck fron 'the other'

Often shen the fenale arrived at the nest to sit, thG tuo

joined her frour different directions, but soon left. Occa-

sionally they visited her on the nest, but they brought no

food offering and again they soon left. It is l ikely that

these two helped to feed the chicks.

Last year a chick was found on the grounilt i ts

parents flying constantly over it. Earlier it was being fed

on a branch wi th i ts  brothers and s is ters.  I ts  wings and

legs wete in good condition, its claws having a tendency to

grip tightly anything that came within reach. It could be

held upside down in this way and Practically i lrew blood'

The only appatent injury was what could have been a peck

nark on the back of the head, and the fact that it always

fe l l  to  one s ide.  I t  a te snal l '  b i ts  of  bread,  sugar (which

it l iked very rnuch) and sonetines nectar fron flowers held

near. We carried it round to bushes and plants and let hin

peck at insects, but being inerperienced it nissed a lot of

then. A day later it began to gasP' and die<l.

i traie now noted six nests in the park this year'

The latest three were built one soon after another by differ-

ent  pai rs ,  the last  one st i l l  in  operat ion in  la te october.

The other three were spread over a longer period, fron July

onward.

PIED BUTCfiER-BIRD Ctaaticue nignogul,atia.

There $ere two nests in Rilatt Park this year't at

opposite ends. Last year there were three, only a fcw trees'

apart. There appeared to be no territorial rights for I nevEr

saw any hosti l i ty between then. Both of this yearrs. nests

hatched chicks, but a few days later one nest wAs caPty'

There was a westerly wind and the nest was half destroyed

- 7 8 -



The Sunbird - 7 9 - Decenber 19$

and I could see through it. I did notice that pa,it:*gri[r:

in the park. In defence of the nest one alone usu6!.l6r f,tfirckg,
but both take part sometines, one usually in front, q1t4,tt1q

behind. They seem to have a reasonable arnount of in.tgtl!-,
gence, as shown when attacking boys. l{hen boys are !h.rAnn:
ing stones or holding a stick above their heads the Butcher-
birds do not attack, but when they relax for just a nonent
they.are irurediately attacked. As the chicks grew biggetr,
the birds attacked peopLe in their back yards

One day I watched the chicks leaving the nest. ,,
Two Left together, a third staying in the nest. The twq,.r
nade their way to the top of the tree, then returned ber,.
cause the parents coutinued to go to the nest and feed the
th i rd chick.  They would perch nearby and beg.  . . :

Once I  saw a juveni le  imi tat ing b i rd cal ls .  He
did parrot  and Miner  cal ls  and a Magpiers warble,  as wel l
as cal ls  of  h is  own k ind,  but  they were nuf f led end sof t . ,

Mr ALISTER CAMERON, 78 Bil,een Road, tIaveLT, Helghte, Q. ,le 12.

* t * G i * * i i a i t t * t * t t t * *  :

S H O R T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

THE SPINIFEXBIRD AT OPAL1ON

The sequel can now be written to ny aote in Thp;
Sunbird (1(3):64-66) on the occurence of the Rufous:ctroun€d
Enu-Wren (Stipitu"ue nufiaepa) in Queensland.

Though accepting the identif ication of the Sti{f
ated Grass-Wren (r4ngtornie etrtatue) at Opalton by Mrs 'H.t.

G i l . l  and  M iss  A .C .M.  Gr i f f i n  (Sunb i rd  2 (1 ) :  6 -9 ) ,  I  wes  s t i l l
not  sat is f ied that . the last  word had been said rega-rd ing,
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ny clain that the unidentif ied bird that I had seen was in

fact a Spinifexbitd, Etemiotnie catteri. It qons9qY94cle'1

as an opportunity offered for sti l ' l  another visit:tq Op&lton

in septenber,  Mrs H.B.  Gi l l ,  her  son Kei th and nysel f  rcaf t ied

out a further survey of the area.

My pers is tence was fu11y just i f ied for  th is  t ine

the spinifexbirct was nore obliging and we had no diff iculty in

identifying it. In fact our only wonder was how it had

renained unobserved on the two previous visits for the biids

were far fron unconnon and offered splendid opporttrnities

for observation. Probably the fact that 1970 was a ydar of

severe drought in the area while in septenber 1971 the cowrtry

had had a.good soaking and both trees and shrubs uere vordgnt

in consequence is the answer. Both the Rufous-crouned EnU-

Wren and the Striatecl Grass-Wten were also nunerous'

T h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e S p i n i f e x b i r d i n t h i s . a r e a

is a significant extension of its range in Queenslaad' '

B r i g a d i e r H . R . O F F I C E R , ' D u n e i n a " ) L ' l n d a r V L a t o t d a ' E ? 8 8 r "

* a  l t t t t a i t l i l t t r a t t i

APOSTLE-BIRD ASSISTS PEEWEES WITH NESTING

Whil.e l iving alone in the School $ouse at Watson-

vil le (west of Herberton, North Queensland) during ltorld War

II, I adopted a lone Apostle-bird (stnuthl'dea ailnetea) whlch

I called runcler. uncle was the sole survivor of a gro.+ml

of  Apost le-b i rds which,  owing to the d i f f icu l t ies qf , ' 'sb9, :

period, had been eaten by a neighbour' Uncle becane tane

enough' to enter  the house,  especia l ly  at  neal  t ines, t

,. At one stage sone Peewees (ctal: l ' ina hggol'auw)

begat building a new nest in a nearby Norfolk Pine' Uncl€
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interfered and began disrnantling the nest using .the'fie*rnlial

to repair an older ohe. The Peewees accapted this sq*rus6d

the nest. When there were four eggs il the nest. ttrrcle pat-

suailed the Peewees to allo'.v hirn to sit on the nest dlrringl

the day. In the afternoon when I returned fron school, Uncle

would call out and a Peewee would return to the nest:;to ., ' :

continue the incubation. When the young hatched Uncle was

again involved. He was frequently seen bringing food to

the young Peewees which tined up along the verandah rail ing.

Mr J.A.L.  SIDES, e/o Poet  ) f f iee,  Mol ,Loy,  Queete l ,ani l  4880,

i *  t t t a i t  * * * t * i t i * t t a

A PARTLY ALBINO CISTICOTA :

on 21st January 1971 while riding through,e prddock

of long grass, an unusual bird flew off ahead ofrthc holrt

and dropped again into the grass. Investigation disclgpcd

a par t ly  a lb ino Cist icoLa (c is t ioo la ex i l ie)

The bird had a white crown with sna1l dark brorn

str ia t ions,  whi te shoulders,  a snal l  area of  whi te on i ts

back; its breast was paler than the norrnal Cisticola but the

legs and b i l l  were the usual  co lour .

WhiLst the bird was being followed closely fo ,

observation it picked up sone thistledown and flew into a

patch of  grass.  Here i ts  nest  and four  eggs,  the usual  b lue

with snall freckLes, was found.

On 28th January 1971 there were only three eggs,

and on 51sa January three chicks very freshly out of the

egg. To avoid disturbance it was not visited again rnri l

1lth February when the three young were just about retiil|'to

scanper away into the grass so a hasty retreat was nadg.
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A11 was wel l .es, i l fb i tuyrwas segn, later 4t lgr ldi l tg wel l , -g:rqm

Iourg, the 1as,+,rsiFbtins of'the hird being,on' 3rd Mqrgb 1971.

The white was, nqpic;eab-ly conspicuous 1n flight but otheri

wise the bird seqngd nuch like its nonnall)t coloured .44tf1,.

Miss ELLA PRATT.,. Feeetoe Cteek, Mututl.Lutnb*h' fl '.S.tl . t{gl"'

-  .  t t t t a i * n t t i * t i t t t t t t

THE B:ROWN THORNBILL AT EUNGELLA
- AN EXTENSION OF RANGE

' ' 1  
. :  -  

t  t  l i

McGill (1970) gives the Dawsgn River as the north-

ern l init of the range of the Brown Thornbil l (Aoanthisa

puei|l 'a). O" ffttt Septenber LglL, I identif ied this species

on the Enngella Range' (21008 '5, L4|oi7iEi', ,,""" l ' lackay.

This is rnore than 200 rniles nolth of the Dawson River' The

Brown Thornbil l is probably not tmconnon in the E$gella .

region as three bird.s were seen (clearly and in detail) . in

the course of two daYs.

REFERENCE

MCGILL,  A.R.  1970.  Austra l ian Warblers.  The Bird Observers
Club, Melbourne.

Miss N.  HOPKINS, 59 l th i te  s t reet '  Vaoel ' l '  f le i 'ghtan Ql i l '  4012'

r * t t r t t * * * t * t * t i t a t t  

'

.  '  , '

INLAI,ID THORNBITL - A}.I EXTENSION OF RA}IGE

. : , . . .  ' : '

Two Inland Thornbills were formd by gill Horto.trr

Br igadier  Of f icer ,  Kei th Gi I l  and nysel f  inran area of  g idgee

scrub (Acacia honalophgl'La) on pp f'fiicluthur Be.ef Road, 
,::l:t

niles north qf the Barkly Highway in Northern Territory (19'

41 's ,  155o53'E) .  ' ih is  observat ion was nade on 26th August
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1971 and apparently increases the knowa raRge 6fitl|l:r1ia{es
(or sub-species) by a considerabLe distance to,th€'.trorltt: l

The RAoU Checklist annendnent of 1946 piaCbslitt
Inland ThornbilL (fornerly Aeanthiza albioenttf,e) as a sub-
species of the Brown Thornbil l ( i.e. A. pueil la a.Lbtr.eqd4',4o) .;
Serventy (in Serventy and whittell, 1967) and McGill ( lgjfD)
prefer to keep separate the eastern and westernt uerders Of
this assenblage. Thus McGill considers the Inland Thortbll l
as a sub-species of the Broad-tailed Thornbilf, aDd' l i .stsL;,lt
as A. api.oalia aT.biuentpds. The distribution of the grolt-

tailed Thornbil l given by McGill includes ',Inland Southeil

Queensland (the exact northern and eastern l lnits bcie!,:-
l i t t le  known) . . " ,  and a lso , '  .  south-reJtet* : ,
Northern Territory with an isolated population in the Taneni
a rea .  t t

REFERENCES

McGILL,  A.R.  1970.  Austra l ian Warblers.  The Bird Observers
Club, Melbourne.

SERVENTY, D.L. ,  and ITIHITTELL,  H. l , t .  1967.  Bi rds of  l festern
Austra l ia ,  4th Ed.  Lanb Publ icat ions,  per th.

Mrs H.B.  GILL,  MaiL Senoice Zt6,  Innief ,a i l ,  eueeneLand 4960.

t *  t t * i  t  t * * * * t * * t t t t t

CURLEWS IN THE TREE-TOPS

Wander ing on Green Is land on Zgth July  1971' I ' r t . ' .
heard curlews call ing in the forost area. Besides the t) 'pi-
cal rker-leer call of the Eastern Curlew (tutenlmc ,rd/lagca-
ear ieneie)  there were occasional  fa int  ca l ls  l ike thoge of
the Stone jCurlew (Burhinue magn.inoetrde); harsh notas sug-
gestive of disturbance and unlike any fanil iar wader cry,
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and sonetitnes one not unlike .that if the Sulphur-crest€il

Cockatoo (caoatua ga'l,erita) but less drawn-out and toherthet

less raucous.

The birds, Eastern Curlews, we?e discovered. st the

top of  a dead t roe,  seen through a gap in the branches.  'At

first onJ.y two were visible, but others were near, call i t lg

at intervals. There was nuch novenent and wing-flappirtg in

two leafy tree-tops as birds rnoved to and from the exposed

bare branches, and occasionally one would drop to the for€st

floor and disappear. There were at Least nine birds' possibly

ntore. It was in ny experience an rmusugl perfornance,fbt'

curlews. Presunably at this date they were wintering bitds.

They were certainly in winter pl"urnage.

Miss N.  HOPKINS, 59 l lh i , te  Stneet ,  g lavel l  Heighte,  q ld.  1012.

* t * *  * * * *  * : l * i * i  * * * * * *

N O T E S  F O R  J U N I O R S

Nancy Hopkins

,,SCHOOL BIRD CLTIBSII

Has your SchooL a Bird Club? I have before ne

copies of reports fron the Proston and Kalapa State School

Bird Clubs. They have been doing such interesting things that

I feel sure that sone of our Juniors woul.d l ike to have school

ctubs of their own. Why not ask your Teacher?

Here is a l itt le of what the Departnent of Educa-

tion (Agricultural Project Club Branch) has to say on the

subj  ect  :

' tThe work of a Bird Club is the study of birds in
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t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t . . . . . . . B i r d c 1 u b o r g a n i z a t i o n s

sha1l be infornal .Each grade nay have its. . .

own Bird Club urder the guidance of its own : ! l
teacher.  There ought  to be kept  a Bi rd Log Bqok _ , ,
or Bird Record Book in which children nay then- , ., .,

selves write clown what they see and think. ,:,
These Log Books are not to be kept by individualq i.
but  belong to the grade.  I t  shal l  be open to,  r
a l l  menbers  o f  a  g rade  to  rnake  en t r i es . . . . . . .O rn

Bird Day,  Bi rd Clubs wi th in a school  nay.have an

Annual Exhibit ion .Reports should be subnittdd

after cel.ebration of Bird Day on the 3rd Friday

of  Septenrber  each year .  r r

The Proston State School Bird Club was in its

second year  in  1970.  I ts  a ins for  the two years were:  ( i )

to find out what species of birds are in the Proston dis-

t r ic t ;  ( i i )  to  learn to recognize b i rds and to learn thei r

habi ts ;  ( i i i )  to  know the correct  narnes of  b i rds;  and ( iv)

to conserve b i rds as par t  of  nanrs her i tage.

In 1969,  100 species were Located in  the i l is t r ic t ,

and the n.umber was increaseil to 128 during 1970. The club

kept a 1og book and nature calendar, and nade record sheets

which showed patterns of nesting behaviour, and the tines

of arrivaL and departure of nigratory .biri ls. There were

ranbl.es during the year and a field excursion by bus on Bird

Day. On CLub Day in October they had a special function,

attended by parents and visit ing children fton neighbour-

ing schools.

During 1971 the club carried out an interesting

survey. Finding that Eastern and Crinson Rosel' las were rare

in their district, though listed in their bird book, they

prepared survey sheets and invited several other schools in
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South-East Queensland to take Part. Fron the resultt '  naps

were rnade showing the distribution of Eastern, Crlnson and

Pale-headed Rosellas in South-East Queensland' l{e night be

able to discuss these parrots later. The report fron Kalapa

state school Bird club for May lists the birds se€n that

n o n t h . I w a s i n p r e s s e d b y t h e n t m b e r o f b i r d s f o r g l d n e s t i n g
in l iay, nanely the Bar-shouldered Dove, Crested Pigeon, Bush-

lark arrd Double-barred Finch.

I f  you have a School  Bi rd Club,  I  should l ike to

hear about your doings.
'  i : r " ' ,

Miss N.  HOPKINS ,  59. t lh i te  s t "eet '  tJaoeLX Hedghte,  QIA'  4072'

t a a  t t t i i t t * i i t t t t t t a


