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SOME BIRD OBSERVATIONS FROU THE

COOKTOWN DTSTRICT

Nancy Hopkins

In Jul-y of 1971 I paid a visit to the Cooktown

disb:ict of norrth 0ueensland, spending i t  nostly at the

hone of M:r and Mns (Geonge and Donothy) Makin at Mt Povertyl

in a t in nining anea about 30 rniLes (48.3 krn) south of

Cooktown and less than 20 mil-es (32 kn) fron the coast.

Thein home is beside a bnanch of the Nornanby River, a

deep r:iver f:ninged with dense fonest, including some nain-

fonest. Adjoining this is companatively dry and open

fonest, composed chief ly of Eucalyptus, Aeaeia arrd Caeu-

an ina .  The a l t i tude  is  near  2000 fee t  (600 n) .

Eight niles (12.9 kn) away and considenabty lovrer

is Shiptonts FIat, behind which towers Mt Finnegan (3740

feet o:r L122 n) with extensive :r'ainforests. Most of the

birds of Mt Pove::ty ane also found at on nea:r Shiptonrs FIat,

and will be included in a fo:rthcoming account of the birde

of that region. f propose hene menely to make a few obser-

vations on the avifauna. Species menti6ned ane listed in

Appendix I .

Some of the absences at e inte:r'esting. Pnesurnably

because of its height, Mt Poverty lacks some species whidr

occur fnon Shiptonrs Plat to Cooktown: the Peaceful Dove,

Magpie Lark, Yellow-b!'eaeted Sr.rnbind, Yellow Honeyeaten, and

Great Bowenbi::d. Funthermone the::e at e no butcher-binde

othen than the Black Butchen-bi:rd, no cnowe or nagpies, and

no lJillie Wagtail, but seemingly none of these are numeltous.
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anywhene in the cooktown disfir'ict. Neither the Pied Butchen-

bind no:r the Black-backed Magpie aPpea:ls to occur in the

coastal alteas ar:ound Cooktown and Cairrrs' The Pied Butdter-

bind has been neconded on the LosteL stewart River: (Thomsont

1935:77), which would be very close to the coast on P:oincess

Chanlotte Bay, but in savannah woodlands' I saw neithe:r

the Blact<-backed Magpie no:: the Pied Butchen-bi:rd between Mt

Poverty an,it Cooktown, and note that Stonn (1953:24?) and

Wheelen (196?:76) agnee in :reconding the magpie only eteBt of

the Norrnanby Riven and the Pied Butcher-bir,d no furrther east

than Helenva1e, to the north of Mt Poverty.

The othe:r fantails wene all p:resent' A Rufous

Fantail carnped at night in the t:.ees along the riven bank

juet below the ga:nden. A Gney Fantail annived in the late

afternoon to sing and forage around the back yard befone

settling for the night in a small tr:ee shading the out-house.

In the morrring a Northern Fantail took up its position on a

wir:e fence nea:r'the back doo:r and foraged neanby fon eeveral

hours. In both voice and movement this is a quieten bind

than the Gney Fantail. ft has a p:retty little song and its

?chipt call is softer than that of the Grey Fantail '  The

underparts showed handly a tinge of buff; some eeen in the bush

neanby were much mone buff but none were as bnight ae a bi!'d

seen in the Nor'lhenn Tennitory. Fnom notes neceived firon

Mns Makin, it appears that the Gney and Rufou's Fantails ane

present only duning the winten.

The Spectacled Flycatche:: was common in the anea

but the B1ack-faced Flycatche:r'which has nested in the garden

in sumrner, was not seen du:ring my stay. I vras told that the

Spectacled Flycatche:r r,ras present throughout the year:t but

the Black*faced Flycatche:r only in sunmer. ff this is cor-

:reet, where does it winten? Officer (1969:34) states that

it is nesident in Queensland, though rnigratory in the southetn
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states, but Filewood (19?1) rnentions it as appearing to be

ttentinely nignatory in Papuan and not knovrn to neet thenet

which implies that it comes fron the south' I necorded it

firequently at Townsville at the change of season, but have

no note of a winter aPPeallance.

In fou:r publications nelating to birds of this

distnict I find no ::eference to the Grey shnike-Thnueh and

only one negarding the Yel-low Robin which Mack (1953) neconde

as collected at Shiptonts Flat and Mt Finnegan' Both ane

pr€sent at Mt Poventy, inhabiting only the region of Euca-

Lyptue and Caeuavina. Along the river a:re the Pale Yellow

Robin and the Rufous sh:rike-Thrush, the l-atten a daily but

sil-ent visito:r to the ga:rden. The Bower Shnike-ThnuEh I

identified somewhat unce:rtainly. It is in any case IesB

colluoon.

Binds are attlracted to the garden by cumquatst

custard apptes and chi l ies (the small ,  hot, tr :opical variety)

arrd by a native tree cal led bleeding heant (Honolanthue

populi , fol i ,ue). I ts clusters of snal l  benries stere not :r iPe

but binds (incJ.uding the Victonia Riflebir:d) cane to investi-

g a t e t h e m . R i f l e b i : r d s n a i d e d t h e c u s t a n d a p p l e s w h i d t w e n e

al_so favouned by the honeyeaters. A Varied TriLlen haunted

the aLmost ba:re chilie bushes. Mrs Makin toLd ne that the

Brown Pigeons, which come in flocks when the bleeding heart

berr ies ane nipe, also eat the chi l ies' She said that the

:rather furtive Spotted Catbi::d became very bold during the

cumquat season. Citrus trees grow nearby on the sites of

vanished homes and I was in tine for: the last of the mandan-

ines. In one tnee r found simultaneously a Spotted catbind

and several Lewin Honeyeatelrs and Macleay Honeyeaters' The

catbind was there daily while the flruit lasted. Brush Tunkeye

naided the t:rees by night. The honeyeaters Po6sibly attack

only the b:roken fruit.
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. lle had with us what I call the threeflewinrhoney-

e a t e r r s . T h e G : r a c e f u l H o n e y e a t e r i s ] . i k e a s m a l l e r e d i t i o n

of the Leaeen Lewin Honeyeater but is a much quieten bind.

The Icwin Honeyeater in the tropics, in conunon with the

Eaeteri lJhipbi:r'd and some othen species found in oun eouth-

eastern coastal area6' is found only in the highlande' At

Mt Poverty, the lewin Honeyeate:r'kept to the erreek except fon

fonays into onchands, while the othen two moved in the open

and were constantly around the house'

My final note nefens to two cuckooe' I failed to

eee the Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo but Mns Makin and I twice

saw the Fantailed cuckoo and often hea:rd what we accepted as

its ca1l. tater' Lewis Roberts, a keen obsenven firorn Ship-

tonfe F1at, identif ied this caLl aB that of the Cheetnut-

bneasted Cuckoo. When questioned he said he was not faniliar

with the call of the Fantailed cuckoo whichr unlike the othent

was only a winte:r' visito:r and usualLy silent du:ring its stay'

Whethen on not the nignant doee keep silent it seens that

the two epecies must have very sinila:r calls'

RETERENCES

FIUEIJOOD' L.W. 19?1. A New.Guinea jungle banding station'
Aust .  B i rd Bander:  9(1) :3-7

MACK, G. 1953. Binds from the Cape York Peninsula' Hen' Qd
M u e .  1 3 ( 1 ) : 1 - 3 9 .

oFEtcER' H.R. 1969. Augtr:aliarr Flycatche:rs arrd theirr all ies.
Meibourne: Bird Observers Club.

sToRR, G.M. 1953. Binds of the cooktown and launa Districtsr

Queensland.  Emu 53(3)  :  225'2t+8 '

T H O M S O N ' D . F . l g S s . B i r d s o f C a p e Y o n k P e n i n s u L a ' M e l b o u r n e :
Government Printen.

WHEEIJR' W.R. 1957. The binds of Cairrrs, Cookt-orrn and the
Atherton Tablelands. The Austnaliari Bi:rd Watchen 3(2):55-76.



fhe Sunbird - 5 -

APPENDIX I

Mardr 19?2

A list of bind epecies mentioned in the text

arranged alphabetically by thein common nErmes.

Bowe:r.bi:r'd, G:reat
Butche:r'-bi:r'd, Black

Pied
Catbind, Spotted
Cuckoo, Cheetnut-br.easted

Fantai led
Dove, Peaceful
Fantail, Grey

Nonthenn
Rufous

Flycatcher, Black-faced
Spectacled

Honeyeaten, Gnaceful
l,esse:r Lewin
Lewin
Macleay
Yellow

Magpie, Black-backed
Magpie Lank
Pigeon, Brown
Rif lebird, Victoria
Robin, Pale Yellow

YeLlow
Shrike-Ttr:r'ush, Bower

Grey
Rufous

Sunbind, Yel low-breasted
Tri l le:r,  Varied
Tu:rkey, B:nush
I^lagtai1, t'tillie
hlhipbind, Easterrn

Chlanyi leta nuahalie
Craetieue quoyi
Craetioue nigroguT,atie
Ai l,ur o e du e ne latt o t i e
Caeomantie aae tanetuentrte
C ae omant i e p y rrhophanue
Geopet i ,a  e t r ia ta
Rhi.p i dura ful,i ginoe a
Rhip i, dura nufi tent ni e
Rhipiduna ruf,if,rone
Monatcha nel,anopef,e
Monarcha tr ivirgata
Meliphaga gracl,T, ie
MeT,iphaga notata
Mel, i ,phaga Leuini
M e l,ip ha g a ma c 1, e ay afi a
Mel, iphaga f l ,atsa
Ggnnonh'tna t ibeeoete
Gra lL ina  cgano l ,euoa
Macropy gia phaat'anel la
Ptt l ,ot ie oictortae
Eopea l t rda  eap i to
Eopea l te ia  auot?d l ie
CoLLurieinaLa bouen' i
C o 1,7.uri ain cla hannon't e a
C o Ll,uri ein e L a m e g arhg n ahe
Neetayi,nia jugulande
La lage LeuconeTa
Alee tura  La thar t
Rhi,pi, dura Leuoophry e
Peophodee o l ipaceue

il iss N. HOPKINS, 59 l thite Stneet, l lauel l  Haighte, ql, i l .  t t012.

* *  *  * *  * *  *  *  * * * * * * * t f * * * *
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ORIENTAL PMTINCOLES IN SOUTH.EAST QUEENSI,AIID
' Chris Conben

The Oriental Pratincole, Glareola ptatineoLa, Ls one of

two species of the fanily Glareolidae known fnon Australia.

hlheneas the Australian P:ratincole, Sti 'Ltia ieabella, is nesident

in Austratia, the O:r'iental Pnatincole is a surnmen nignant firom

Afirica and southern Euraeia. It is often extnenely conunon in

nontherrr Austnalia but its distribution in the nest of the

country is patchy and neco::ds ane nelatively few in number.

As far as is known it has not been necorded fnom south-east

0ueensLand.

On 21 Novemben L97J- G:reg Czechu:ra, G:reg Roberts and

myself wene bind-watching around a lagoon nean l,owood in the

Lockyen Val- Iey west  of  Bnisbane Q7o28ts,  152034tE).  The

Lagoon was noughly oval. in shape and about a mile long. Anound

nost of it, gnassy paddocks came night down to the water but

along one side thene were extensive muddy ar€as. Theee contained

a complex network of wate:r-fi l-1ed ditches and puddles. The soft

mud was not very deep and it was nelatively easy to walk acroes.

WhiLe scanning the groups of waders Present, f noticed

a bi:rd in fnont of a smaLl- mound of nud. The dark colour of

its upperparts merged thonoughly with the backgroundr naking

the bind veny diff icult to see, although it was quite close.

We nealised that it was an oniental Pnatincold, and pnoceeded

to app:r'oach it ca:r'efu115'. However, it soon took flight, re-

vealing uniforrn dark upperrparts, with a white :.unp and blackt

fonked tail. It flew a considenable distance and we took sorne

tine to r.each it again. We flushed the bind again but this tine

it flew fo:r' a short distance on1y. Soon we noticed other

Oniental Pratincoles in the a:rea and a total of twenty-three

were counted.

The coLour: of the upperpants was a dark gney-o1ivet

with the pnirna:ries somelthat darke:r. The runrp nas Pune white
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and the tail b1ack. The outer taiL-feathere ste!?e consider-

abJ.y longer than the nest, giving the tail a peculianr forked

appeanance. The head and b:reast wene coloured einilarly to

the uppe:rpa:nts but paled towards the white abdonen and

unde:r'-tail coverts. The chin and throat colouning va:r'ied

considerably fnon bir:d to bind. Some, probably inrnaturest

had these parts the sane col-oun as the bneast. The rnajority,

however', showed a buffy grey colour which seerned to coneist

of a eeries of stneaks nadiating fnorn the chin. The ende

of these st:reaks wene blackr fo:r'ning a nough black bonder

to the thr.oat patch. This is pnesurnably the typical non-

bneeding plumage. One or tr,ro birds appeaned to be in nuptial

dress, with the chin and th::oat pale buff, sharply bordened

by a black line running from eye to eye. In a1l. cases the

underwings were da:rk, with the covents a beautiful neddish-

chestnut. This feature dist inguishes the speeies from the

eirnila:r Black-winged P::atinco3.e, 6. nordmanni, which hae not

been :reco:rded in lustralia. The legs we:r,e dank grey-bnown

and the short,  heavy bi l l  was genenally black, often with a

paler ' ,  brownish base. The::e was sometimes a deep, neddish

tinge at the extreme base of the bi l- I .

The bi:rds usually stood with the body rathen

horizontal and low. Occasionally they appeared to squat on

the g:r'ormd. hlhen alarrned they bobbed thein heads a few

times and assumed a more upnight, gnaceful stance vtith the

neck stnetched upwa:rds. Typically they would then wal.k o:n

nun a short distance befone flying. fn flight they nere

ext:renely g:raceful , $rith deep, somerhat tem-tike wingbeats.

Flocks often hawked a:round at considerable heights, swooping

and gl iding l ike swif. ts. They caLled frequently, giving

either a r ich * ' t : :ooeet 'r ,  I ike the cal l-  of a Golden Ploven,

Plutt ial i ,e domini.ca, on a shanp ?'tr ip".
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There ie l i t t le dif f iculty in dist inguishing be-

tr"reen the two p:natincoles. The Ausilnalian Pratincole lacke

the distinctive th:r,oat pattern of the 0niental Pnatincole.

The fonnen is a much pale:r, genenally sandy colou:r'ed bindt

with a b::oad, brownish-chestnut band acnoss the upper

abdomen. The upper wing is buffish, with the prinanies a

nuch darkerr contrasting bnown. The base of the biLl is

bnight ned. Young Aust:ralian Pratincoles have a dullen bill

and lack the band across the undenpa:r'ts. They are sti[

much paler than OnientaL P:oatincoles and, like alL of their

species n have a fa:r rno:re up:right stance and longer lege '

Since the above sighting, the folJ.owing obeeDva-

tions have been made of 0:riental P:ratincoLee at the 6ame

lagoon.

2? Novenben: Dave Pe::kins saw 20 binds'

28 November: Sevenal obse:rve:rs eaw 27 Oriental-
PratincoLes which had been flushed
by a pain of SPotted Ha:rniens t
C i rcue aaa in i l i ' a .

9 Decembe:r: Dn Dow and nyself saw eight binds'

12 Decenber: Dave Penking saw six binds'

1.9 Decetnben: The thnee oniginal obsenve:rs saw two
b inds .

Mr  C.  CoRBEN'  118 Kennedy Ter taae,  Red HILL,  Queene land 4059 '

* * *  *  * * * * * *  * *  *  *  * * * *  l l * * f r  *
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THE PAC]FIC GULL LARIJS PACIFTEAS
rN SOTJTHERN QUEENSI,AND

D.P.  Vennon and I .G.  F iLner

0n 18 August  1971 at  1100 -  1130 houns,  one of  u8
( I .G.F.)  observed a g: ioup of  Si l_ven Gul l "s ,  I "anue nova,e-
hoT.landiae on the estuarine fLats of the Noosa Riven, S.E.
Queensland. Attention was d:rawn by the langen black and
white guL1 in their comp;rny and fnon a distance of approxl.-
mately 20 netnes and fo:r an observation tine of about 30
ninutes, the bind was identif ied as a pacific Gu1l, !.
paei f icue,

A similar obsenvation hras rnade by Miss S. Barrg on
the south bank at nouth of the Pine Riven, Bnamble Bay, S.E.
Queensland on 18 rTanuany 1972. He:r' obsenvation was of a
soJ.itary bird either standing on the sand or hoverting above
it, in association with sever:at specinens of L. nooadhollan-
diae, The obse:r'vation was rnade at approximately 30 rnetnes
at L450 - 1500 hours. Miss Bang had rnade a colouned drawing
of the J.arge gu11 with black taiL band and orange tip to
the biil-. She bnought this to the Queensland. Museum on 2g
January 1972 and when shown a specimen of L. paeifioue frcm
the study collection she was certain that thie !,ras the
species obsenved.

In both cases, the rnain characten in the deter_
mination r^ras the presence of a subterminal bLack tail band
on both the dor.sal and the ventnaL surfaces. Sinuilanly,
the distal o:range-r.ed band on the bilL was p:!re6ent, although
mueh palen than illust:rated in ltA Fiel_d Guide to Auetralian
Bi .nds"  (Slaten 1970).

Agnew (19L3) in his paper? r,The Binds of peel
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Ielandr stated that traraa (Gabiqwa) pacifieue wao |trare"

for the island. His sightings had not been confirmed by

othen observens until these present records fnon S.E.

Queensland. The species r,tas not included in t'Bi:rds of

Bniebane and Envinons"(Vernon 1968) nor in a it l ist of Birds

in Queenslandtt (Lave:r'y 1969) because the validity of the

sighting was in doubt.

During 19?1 both rlack and Fien obsenved eingle

specinens of the Doninican GuIl, Z. doninioanue in Queeneland.

Jack obeenved a specimen "on the foneshore at Cairne" and

Fien photographed and obse:.ved a epecimen t'on a sand bank

in the Nerang Riven at Southport, Q." Fon furEhen details

see Fien (19?1) and rlack (1971). In .Iack's final paragraph

he says "Previous :references to the Pacific Gull (ta:raa

paeifieual in Queeneland could penhaps nefen to this specieerr

but we eonsiden that both species, although penhaps rane in

Queensland, should now be added to the Queensland list.

These two definite neco:lds confinn Agnewrs earlier sightinge

of L. paai'f,i,cue for Moneton BaY.
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S H O R T  C O M M U N I C A T T O N S

FURTHER NOTES ON COUCALS

The CoucaL pain which occupy tennitory nound oun

home (Sr:nbind 2:54) a:re currentLy.in disgrace with our

family. The evidence indicates that these Coucals have

eaten up the chicks of the Banded Landrails aLso living in

this anea.

Early on the morning of 9th Novemben l97L thene

was a conmotion in the cowyand. A Black-backed ltagpie waa

Bwooping at a Banded land:rail which r^ras pt otecting foun

tiny chicks f:rorn these attacks. 0n oun intenvention the

Magpie left the scene. Howeve:r, all the squawking and
toomingr by the binds so int:rigued one of the ho:rses that

it came to investigate the chicks. The parent Landnail,

undaunted, flew at the horse just as we once again anrived

on the scene. Then, as a p:rotective measure, we caught

the foun chicks which !le:.e so young that they still were

wea:ring the egg tooth, and put then into the banana patch.

Both Land:r'ai1 pa:nents seemed very upset but soon foLlowed

and cal led the chicks to then.

Next sighting of the Landnail" family was on 18

Novemben when the:ne seemed to be only three chicks. 0n 25

Novenben a second one !,ras nissing. At .mid-norrring on 27

Novernbe:r an aduLt Land::ail was calLing in alarm and a ehick

was squealing in terrol.. We nushed down but it was too

Iate. The female Coucal had caught the chick and decapitated

it. When we aniived, the Coucal was contentedly eating the

head whilst the chick's body lay alongside, st i l l  twitchlng.

This seemed to expJ-ain why the Coucal had been seen stalking

the LandnaiJ- fanily on othe:: occasions. We know that Coucals
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eat nestlings but were surPnised that they would hunt down

18-day old Banded Land::ail chicks' At this etage these

little fel-lows are about th:ree-quanters gnown and canr nun

with gneat agilitY.

The telling of this episode bnought the question

of why it was stated that the female coucal was the culp:rit.

Ou:n arnival disturbed the Coucal in its eating of

the l,and!'ail chick so that it flew up into a tree and Pno-

t e E t e d l o u d l y v o c a l l y . I t s d e e p v o i c e r n a d e i t c l e a : l t h a t

it was the femal-e; the male has a high-pitched voice'

Both sexes are alike in plumage whethen this be

the breeding or non-b:reeding dress, but refenence booke Etate

that the males ane always smallen than the fernales' 0n

occasions we have obse::ved both birds togethe:r'when they

wene call-ing alternately. It was noted then that the langen

bird, the fenale, has a notably deeper voice than the nalet

which is smaller, and has a highe:r pitched voice' In the

field the size diffenence is eo srraLl that befone neeonding

Bex we conside:r it ie necessary to see both binde at the

sarne time. However, either voice is cleanly sufficient to

demonst:rate the sex.

Miss  ELL/ I  PRATTo Reaetoe  Cteek"  Mutu i 'L tunbah '  f l 'S ' ' t '  2484 '

* * * *  * * * * * *  * *  * t  * * * * * *  * *

NESTING OF NOISY PITTA AT MOUNT GLORIOUS

Duning the mapping of an eight acre ptot in the

nainfonest as pa:rt of a pr:ogram to study small maunalet the

nests of tslo Noiey Pittas , Pi, t ta oeneieolot etere found'

Both nests were located between the smalL buttressee of

medium sized canopy tnees and contained thnee and four eggB
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on both 6 and L2 Decenben' 1971. Both nests contained young

nestl ings on 1 Januatry t972. By 24 .Ianuary both nests were

unoccupied and showing signs of disnepain. Howevenr two

nevr nests were found nea:lby. One of these contained one

egg and the othen was st i l l  unde:r construction. I t  is

likely that these were the only Noisy Pitta nests on the

eight acne plot as the a:rea is well trave::sed by the author.

One question naised by these obsenvations rel-ates to the

identi ty of the nesting binds. Was the second pain of

nests constructed by the same group of binds b:reeding fon a

second time or did the presence of the first bneedens delay

nesting of other Noisy Pittas in this a:rea?

The founth nest was sited against a surface root

and fallen paln J-eaves and not in the usual position between

butt:resses of lange trees. The thi:rd and fourth neste lrere

unsuccessful, as they wene found on 5 Feb:ruary in a state

of disrepain. The fourth nest was not completed and the

thi::d had the shel-l of a single egg two feet in f:ront of the

nest entrance; pnobably destnoyed by predation. When these

nests wene discove:red on 24 January an adult bind flew hori-

zontal ly frorn each neat as i t  was appnoached. Hence i t

seems possible that the distu:rbance at this eanly stage nao

c:: i t ical to naintenance of nesting activi ty, but distunbance

after the fulI cfutch was laid (as with the fi:rst two nests)

did not result in the nests being abandoned.

The nests were not si ted facing stnict ly downhil l

but the ent:rances seemed to be orientated so as to allow the

maximurn clear horizontal flight f:rom the nest. This situa-'

t ion was also inpl ied by Robentson and McGil l  (1948).

REPERENCE

ROBERTSON,  J .S .  and A.R.  McGILL 1948.  B i rds  o f  the  1947

Queens land camp-out  a t  B inna Bur ra '  QId .  Enu 47 :373-388.

Mn DICK BRAITHWAITE, Dept of Zoology, lJnioere'LtV of Queene-
L a n d ,  S t  L u e i a ,  Q . 4 0 6 7 .

s 3 & & s * & & & & * * * * & * * d * *
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BI,ACK FAI,CON AT CARBROOK

March 1972

Receniiy'r have been working in the canb:rook distnict

which'ie an irei of open fa*rning co'ntny inte:rspeneed with

p a t c h e s o f ' E u c a t g p t a e a n d l l e l a | e u e a f o r r e s t n e a : r B e e n l e i g h ,

south-east Queensland

0n ? Febr:uary l'.972 at about 0730 nean a large

lagoonr , I  noticed some Domeetic Pigeons, Col 'unba Liuia

flying as fast as possible towa:rds a large eucalypt into

w h i c h t h e y c r a s h e d i n o b v i o u s p a n i c . N o t f a : r b e h i n d t h e m

hra6 a faleon in hot punsuit, assisted by a very strong south-

eastenJ.y wind. Noisy l ' t ine:rs ,  Myzantha nelanoaePhaZa which

were in the sane tree, we:ie calling in alarm while the

falcon was chasing the pigeons but as soon as it landed in

the Bame tree cJ.ose to the pigeons the Noisy Minens fnoze in

fnight. The falcon sat fon a few ninutes close to the

pigeons and then took off, cincled the tnee and came back

again (with the wind) and tried to flush the intended pney

b y c r r a e h i n g i n t o t h e l e a f y f o l i a g e a n d t h e n c t u n s i l y h o v e r : -

ing in fnont of the pigeons. ft soon ti:red of this and

directed its flushing activity at some nearby trees t again

with no resuLt. Finally it disappeared from sight into a

neanby tree.

The bind was identi f ied as a Black Fa1con, Fal 'co

eubnigen by its unifonn da:nkness and very fast attacking

ff igfrt  assisted by fast, f l icking wingbeats' The Black Falcon

sel.dom soa.red while I was watching it but when it did so it

w a s w i t h f l - a t w i n g s . I a m f a n i l i a n w i t h t h e B n o w n F a l e o n '

?aleo berigota which is guite often seen around ny hone but

which seems to be a mone solid bind, has nounded wings whidr

it f).aps heavily and soa:rs on uPswept wings' While I watched

the BLack FaLcon it uttered no audible cal-l'

Mr  pETER DAIJSON ,  F leeeen R i l ,  Logat t  Reae" te  o ia  K ingeton '  Q.4206.

* *  * *  * *  * t l  * *  * * * * * *  n*  * * * *
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THE OCCURRENCE OF T}IE YELLOW CHAT

rN S0UTH-WESTERN QUEENST,AIID

McGil l  (1970' Aust:ral ian Wanblers) l isted the

Yellow Chat, Ephthi 'anuta cxoeea f:rom f ive subcoastal dis-

t:r icts: Fitznoy River, Kinberley Division, Western Austnal ia,

the Victoria and Alligaton r:ivers, Nontherrt Te:r'nitory' and

the Nonnan and Fitz:roy :rivens, Queensland.

0n 22 Januaty 1972 we col lected thnee Yellow Chats

from a panty of about ten in a cumbungi @ypha ep' ) swanp

at No. 2 Bo::e seven niles north of Coonabulka honeetead :

adult male with enla:rged testes, adult female with unshelled

egg in oviduct, and subadult female (all- th:ree to be de-

posited in the Queensland Museum, Brisbane). This swamPt

set in extensive gibben plains, is formed by an Antesian

bone drain. Yellow Chats we:re heand calling fron the Tgpha

thiekets in adjacent parts of the swampr and the population

seemed to be a fainly lange one. The call wae a short and

attnactive one of three notes, the f inst the highest '  the

thi:rd the lowest.

Laten the same day we visited a sinilan swaillP at

No. 5 Bore, twenty-seven miles south of Coonabulka home-

stead, and estimated the population of Yellow Chats thelre

to be about fifty bi::ds. Investigation of other bone dnain

swamps in westenn Queensland rnay reveal' funthen populatione

of  th is  spec ies .

Mr: JULIAI,I  FORD, Heef,erm AusttaLian fneti tute of Technol 'ogyt
B e n t l e g '  w . A .  6 1 0 2 .

Mr :  SHAI ' IE  ea ixen,  44  Mi .LLe St tee t ,  c lanence Pank,  s .A ,  s034 '

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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INTERESTING PARENTAL BEHAVIOUR

OF A STRIPED HONEYEATER

March 1972

The activi ty of a Stniped Honeyeaten, Plectonhgncha

Laneeolata in the vicinity of i ts nest was reconded inten-

nittently over a few hou:rs on the morning of 19 November'

1.971. The typicaL hanging basket type of nest was suspended

at about seven feet in a smalI tree nea:? Gattonr south-east

Queensland, and contained one well  feathe:red f ledgl ing.

An adult bi:rd was obsenved rnaking fireguent jounneys

to and fnom the nestr a::::iving with some rno:rsel- of food

which it presented to the fledgLing and depar:ting with what

appeared to be a packet of faeces.

In the absence of the adul-t ' the young bi:rd rnade

several,  ini t iaLly abontiver atternPts to cl inb out of the

nest and, on one occasion, i t  was enti :re1y out of the nest

but retr:eated immediately the adult returned. Final ly i t

clinbed out ard continued unsteadily up the branch a few

feet. An adult a:rnived at this point with a snaLl- g:rub and

duning the next few ninutes of continuous obsenvation, it

flen to within a foot or so of the fledgling on sevenal occa-

sions, st i l l  with the g::ub in i ts beak butr without nel in- '

quishing it, fl-ew off again to a more distant bnanch. Ihe

re6?cinse of the fledgling to this seemed to be to attemPt to

follow the adult by clirnbing fnom b:ranch to bnanch. ft was

not actual ly seen to f l-y.

A l i t t le late:r,  aften a break in the obse:rvatione,

an adult lvas seen feeding the fledgling on the same tnee

but at some distance fnom the nest.

I wiLl leave the reade:: to dnaw such conclusions aB

he may think just i f ied fnom these, nathen scanty, obse:rvations.

Mr  N.  McKILLIGAI I '  4  S tockue l l  S t ree t ,  Toouoonba '  QLd.4350.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * * *
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MIGRATION MOVEMENT DATES

MURWILLUMBAH DISTRICT

Manch 1972

Mig:rants leaving after 1971 winter: at Resenve

C:reek, nea:r Mur:wil lumbah, nontheast N' S 'ht '  :

Ye1 low- faced Honeyeater  . . .  ear ly  August ;  ve : ry  few- 

*ili::: 
in area fo:' the

Rose Rob in  . . .  '  l a te  August '

G: :ey  Fanta i l  . . .  . . . . .  la te  SePte tnber i  a  few
have :rernained'

Rufous FantaiL late Septemben; a few
remained'

Go lden Whis t fe : r  " " '  ean ly  October '

Species returning to Reserve C::eek anea fot L97Ll72

9Unme:l:

Leaden F lyca tcher  . , .  24  August  1971 '

Sacned Kingfisher . .  '  4 Septemben'

Dnongo . . I Septembe:r :' :tes tittq 
it- . -.

usual tnee. There were a1x
othe:r' Drongos visiting then
on 29 lilovenber but these

$::,tis: 
a host*e

Koel .  " '  18 SlPtenuen

D o l l a : r - b i r d  . . . .  . .  . . .  1 9  S e p t e m b e r '

B::ush Cuckoo ..  25 SePtemben'

C i c a < 1 a - b i r d . . . .  3  O c t b b e : r '

Channe l -b i l led  Cuckoo . .  ' . .  l -1  Octobe: : '

Spine-tai led Swift  . .  l -4 octobe:r '

Mi s s E Lr'A Pnerr' 
::::;:: - ; i71-i; -'.1i'.ioL 

Lunb ah' N' s' tt' 2 4 I 4'
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BIRD MOVEMENTS IN THE BRISBAI'IE

Species l-eaving for winten and :returning fo:r

Departune

ChanneL-bi l1ed Cuckoo .. . .  8 Feb:ruary

K o e I  .  . . . . . . . .  n i d - J a n u a n Y

Bnush Cuckoo 6 Ap:ril

Li t t le Bronze-Cuckoo . . .  .  .  mid-Decernben
(This bird upset the reconds by calling
when it was not thought to be pnesent. )

Sacned Kingfisher . .  eanlY Hanch

D o l l a : r - b i r d  . . . .  . . , . 2 7  M a : r c h

C i c a d a - b i n d  . . . .  . . . .  3  M a r c h

l,eaden Flycatchen ..  25 APnil

Ar:r'ival

Ra i .nbow-b i r .d  . . .  . . . .  Lg  Ma: rch

Rose Rob in  . . .  6  May
(veny

G n e y  F a n t a i t  . . .  . . , .  7  A P r i l

Go lden Whis t fe r  . . . .  ean lY  Manch

Yellow-faced Honeyeate:. . . ea:rly Feb:rua:ry
(2-3 binds only for whole season)

Eastewt  Sp ineb i l l  . .  29  APn i l
(zt 

-uinas 
fo:r '  whole seabon)

Ma:r'ch 1972

SUBURB OF BETMONT

Species netunning fon winten and leaving for summe:rr 19?1:

sunmer r 19 71 :

:":'""'

25 Septenben

mid-Octobe:r

30 August
on 5 July

rnid-Septenber
19 Septenben

11 Octobe:r

31 August

Depantune

late August

nid-August
few sightings)

18 Septenben

late Septenben

late August

nid-August

Mns ctOAl. lNA MoRGAII ,  Eaatuood Stteet, Belmont'  Ql-d. 41 53.

i *  *  * * * *  * * * * *  *  * * * * * * *


