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SOME ANSWERS ABOUT COUCAL NESTTNG

Ell-a Pnatt

This is another repont on the Coucals Centtopua

phaeianinus which occupy territories on the family frrn

(28021 ' s .  ,  1530301E . )  abou t  11  k i f one tnes  eas t  o f  Mu rw i l l um-

bah in nonth eastern New South Vlales.

Sone details of the 1970/7I sulnmelr nesting of the

pai:r based near.our hone and farn buildings weLe set out

pneviously (Prat t  1971.) i  addi t ional  f ie ld observat ions of

these parent  b inds wene given laten (Prat t  1972).

In the ]-97I/72 suntner the first indication of a

nest w€s obtained on 9 Decenber' 1971' This belonged to the

pai:r using the tetrlritory near our house. 'They r:eared two

broods in the season. Detailed :necords nere kePt of their

activities. These have been set out below in tabular forro

in Tabl-e I. The age of the chicks, in days frotn hatching'

has been used as the basis of tine against development " Both

chicks of both broods we:re b anded as Par't of culrrent activi-.

ties under the Austr:alian Bird-banding Scheme which i6 ad-

ninistereal by the Coru'nonwealth Scientiiic and IndustriaL

Reseanch Organisation" The foun bands used were numbened

fr :om L00-30414 to 100-30477' ,  for  brevi ty in Table I  only the

fast three figu::es of each band are guoted to indicate an

individual chick, Measunernents of these chicks ane given in

Table I I

This loca1 Coucal pair: have become tane to some

extent and accustomed to the presence of hunans - This has

facifitated obsenv etion of their dornestic affai:rs '
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TABLE T.

June 1.972

Eeses9e-gI-!!s-!gg-Preg9e-!!1-er9-g3l-1!-!!e-bees-!erri!ery.
D a t e  D a v s

l \qe  i , x -nes t
N o t e s

5 D e c  0  -

9 Dec

L0  Dec  5

1 4 D e c  I  -

lb l jec -LJ. u
1,6 : 30

17 Dec 12  1

19 Dec 14  3

3 0  D e c  2 5  L 4

797 2
6  Jan 32  2 l

1 7  i l a n  4 3 ,  0  3 2

2 1  J a n  4 7 ,  4  3 6

81 hatchine date as estimated from
l -0  Dec.

Finst indica.t ion of nest si te.
Nest $rith 2 chicks found in clump of
ta1l gnass. 81 estimated at 5 days
based on pnevious expenience.

Gnowth of chicks noticeable. Both
covened in long pin feathens; none
broken fnom sheaths; also long r,rhite
hain-I ike coverinqs.

One chick departed - othen on ver:ge
of leaving. Chi.ck in nest covered
with snalf feathens; head" st i1l hri th
unbnoken pin feathe:rs; wing feathers
unsheathed.

Both 81 chicks depa:nted by ear.Iy
monning. .
Female parent watched. ca:rnying food
and locating chick by cal1s. A:rea
surr^ounded and chick caught and banded
414 on. left  Ieg. Head st i l l  had a
few unb::oken pin fe.rthens.
Other chick caught and banCed 415 on
night leg. Sti11 unable to f13r.
G.nowing ne$r. set of feathers which
were about half  out of thein sheaths.
The'se feathers noticeably li:lhte::
than. adult breeding .plumage but nuch
danker than non-breeding adult plumage.

415 seen being fed by male panent.

82 hatching date as estinated back
fnon 18 Feb.
415 now sole sunvivor: of BL.

415 in orange tnee being fed by nale
Darent. When tree shaken this chick
ilew with rathe:r weak flight to a
nearby tree.
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]-972 B1. 82 81 .82

2 9  J a n  5 5 , 1 2  [ 4 ,  0

4  F e b  6 1 , 1 8  5 0 ,  6

10 eb

1 3  F e b  ? 0 , 2 7  5 9 , 1 5

1 8  F e b  7  5  , 3 2  6 4  , 2 0

2 0  F e b  3 4  2 2

2 9  F e b  4 3  3 1

24 Mar

L4 Apr

EstfuEited date 82 Left nest. , '

Sole s'urv,ivor of 81 (4L5) now flying
w e 1 1 .

Obsenvations indicated 82 being fed
in tall gr:as.s: chicks not yet ob.-
senved.

Male parent hanassing fl-ying young
4l-5 . I{hen obse:rvers moved closen
4L5 f lew into d tree. '  'HaIe conti t iued
to scold observera , thus indicating
that non-flying 82 chicks $rere in the
v ic in i ty .

415 sti1l in parental tenritorly. one
82 chick banded left  leg 416. Ihon
its feathering and size 416 estinated
to be, 20 dayi out of nest and 32 days
fnom hatching. 416 fully feathered
and coloun clearly J-ighten thin btreed-
ing adults. I t  was tended by fenale
panent.

Othen chick banded r ight leg 4L7;
unable to fIy. 417, same. colourl- but
langen than 4L6. 117 tended by, nale
panent

41? being tended by nale parent. .When
appnoached closely i t  could f1y.

416 iioticeably snaller than panerfts.
Parents just staiting to moult into
non-br.eeding plutnege.

Panents nor"r attained full, non*breeding
plumage,

+21^ . ilune 1972

I TABLE I (Continued)

D a t e  D a v s
A€e Ex-nest

N o t e s

( (

? 6

b /

8 8



The. Sunbitd - 2 2 - rlune 19?2

/  second nes.t ing pain of Coucals was Located in

Janua:ry 1-972. Their tennito::y was situated on the othen side

of the farm fnom the home pain and about 1.6 kitonetnes to

the nonth north*east. Thene are tsto other pains of Coucal-s

occupying ternitonies in ; the inte:rvening areas. .  trn aJ-I,

there ane perhaps ten or twelve bneeding pai::s of CoucaLq,

on the farm.

This second obsenved nesting pain, being none iso-

Iated binds than the home pain, kept themselves unden cover

as a nule and wene seen only bnief ly on thnee visi ts to thein

nest. The progness in the nest of . thein chicks was booked

in detai l  and is set out in Table ff ' I .  Great cane w a taken

to avoid disturbance of these chicks. Reconds wene rnade

r^rithout handling the youngster:s in onden to, be free of 3ny.

conplications owing to their leaving the nest eanly " The

nest rtas appnoached on horseback and this avoided leaving a

human scent tnai l  for pnedators such as foxes and fenal cats

to  fo l lo l .

0n 19 December a close w etch $ras kept on the fe-rnale

parent as she canried food to the novr i t inenant chick. The

female moved fnom one vantage point to the next ard each

change of posi, t ion wG fol lowed by a cal l  unti l  the young

answened fnom the grass half-way do$tn the hi l ls ide. She

planed down immediately and received a tni l ' I ing welcome.

The obsenvers.gave hen t ine to feed the chick befor:e moving

in to catch and band the young one. At thein aPproach the

panerit  scci lded them:to such a degree that she managed to

disb?act the intnudens alrnost to the point of thein missing

the chick. I t  was found just standing arnongst the grass and

was picked up befone i t  could make a dash for better cover'

Table I mdces i t  clear that not only is the Coucal

doubfe*brooded but also that, in this case , a second nest
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was bui l t ,  the eggs laid, incubated and hatched while thd..:

f{ ,nst brood was st i l l  being fed in the sane terr. i tony. 
:  : ' :

' ' l on 13 February the surviving Juvenile of ttre iinet

broo.d was.seen fon the f inst t ime being :repel led by the

panents; irt was then 70 days o1d and the second bnood chicka

wene aged 27  days .  Soon a f te r  18  Febnuany when i t  wae 75 . .

days old, this f i t 'st  bnood juvenile moved or lsas dniven to'

the peripheny of the panents t tenr:itony whene it nernained ,.

b arished and f inml3r held out against re-entry. Each day in

the eanly norning and late aftennoon it could be heard

cal l ing at the boundany.

The expulsion of the juvenile stalrted with the

parent following the youngsten about and naking sudden

nushes at i t .  The young one general ly evaded these attacks

by junping into the ain. I f  i t  then f lew, the panent

chased i t  naking an algny sounding 'chuff chuff ing' noise.

When 100-30415 made what might welL have been i ts last

attenpt to return to the natal ten:ritony it roas met by

the angny nale panbnt with his feathens nuffled and wings

adnoop. He snapped his bi l l  also and made the chuff ing

noise. l'trhen this did not deter the youngster the male flew

at i t  and knocked the smellen bind into the lantana. The

male then- stood on 5luand on a vantage point and cal led fon"

about f i f teen minutes. Afte:r this the young one seemed to .
keep clean and moved away.

TABLE II

Measurelnents o'f chicks in home ten:ritonv

D a t e '  D a y s Band Total

- 1911- - -4ee--Er:!s:!--[gp!er- -- - lege!!---- -lile Tail

30 Dec 25 14 100-.304L5 9 inches 7 inchee 3 inchee
I97 2

L8  Feb  32  20  100 . -30416

20  Feb  34  22  100 -30417

l _ 0 8 i ' 4 :

1 1  . 7 5 , r  9 . 5  I  l +  i
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20 Jan 
'

2 2  J a n

24 Jan

2 5 ' J a n  0

-24- rlune 19? 2

Ilest found; 3 eggs :rath-
er nest stained, thu6
nnobably we1L incubated.

3 eggs not hatched.

Flood condit ions.

Estinated hatching.

'  i  r ,  , , :  .  TABLE r r r

Eesg:99-frgg-ssss-!e-!sE!: Jssylts-s!_!eesg_it_gis!gt!_!srgltesr
Date Age

- 19 2 ? - - - lryg.- - -- Slisbt -elgeees

26 Jan L 3 chicks just ba1ls of A11 thnee eggs hatched,
coalrs'e white hairs chl.cke ve::y smalI,  est i-

nated ene day old, very
hungnv.

29 Jan 4 l lo si ; In of any pin 3,chicks about doubled
.  fea thers .  in  s ize .

3L Jan 6 . CoveneC in srnal- l  pin
feathens, wing qui l_J.s
about an i-nch 1ong.

3  Feb 9  Long p in  fea thens .

5 Feb 11. Body pin feathens just
stat:t ing to break.

7 Feb 13 Chick 3 sna11 feathers 2 chicks now gone fnon
on body, pin feathens nest. 3nd chick neady

. a.11 unsheathed; tai l  to move off.  Gneat ea:re
feathens st i l l  part l l /  was taken not to die-
encaseC; unb:roken pin tunb the chick so a6 to
feathers on i ts head. avoid any eanly nest

depantunL.

It  seems that ehicks general l l ,  leave the nest at

about twelve days after. hatching, with a range cf eleven to

thirteen days. In one known case.a\f distur"banee the three

chicks left  the nest at six r lays. Two at least are known

to have sunvive.d to their seventeenth Cay f:ron hatching.

However, as no nore was seen or heard of thern, i t  is oossi-

b1e that they fa. i led to sunvive.

Table II I  shows th.: t  the pin feathens start to

show betr.,reen thd f i f th and sixth day after hatching, also
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that the young f.eave the nest two days. after the finst pin

feathens start to bneak. The Pair:  2 chicks Left the nest

on the thirteenth day after hatching.

Keith l l indwood publi .shed a phirto of a.Coucal nestl ing
(H indwoodr .1942(a) )  a r id  s ta ted  tha t  t r long  wh i te  ha in - l i ke
feathe::s (f i loplunes) pnotnuded fnom the dul l_ l_eaden bleck.
skin.of the nestl ingsf ' .  Later^ he expanded this (Hlndwo6d

1942(b) )  by  ne fenence to  a  paper  i ' n  n lb is r r  1900 by  R.  She l r
ford of the Sanawak Museum ttin which he pnoved theee white
thneads to be pnolongations of the ho:rny sheaths that en-
velop the developing feathers. .He termed thern tr: ichoptiJ.es.
They bneak thnough the skin comparatively ea:rly in,enbny-
onic l i fe, become abonted, and eventualJy disappear as the
feather. panil-J-ae at thein bases gnow and bneak th:rough
the in  sheaths .  r r

Grateful acknow!-edgment is made of the help and en-
.couragenent. given to me by both ,J.S. Robentson and his
wife, of Well ington Point, in the'pnoduction of these notea.

. .  i . .  : ,
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YELL0h'--TTNTED HONEYEATERS NEAR TOI'INSVItLE

A . C . H .  G n i f f i n  .  .

' .1 ,  Mn,S;A.  Panke: : rs  a r t i c le  on  the  d is tn ibu t ion  o f

MeT,iphaga flatteeaena and M. fueca in Nonth Queensland (Parken

19?1,  Sunb i rd  2 (3) :  41-4?) ,  . suggests  tha t  a  co lony  o f  Ye l lo t r -

t inted Honeyeaters M.. f l 'aveeeene on PaIm Tree Cneek nqanr

its ' junction with the Black Riven, at the foot of lhe Henvey

Range, t$tenty-seven miles by noad nonth-west of Towneville

nay be of intenest.

I  base ny identi f icat ion of theBe birds as rY.

flao'baeene on theL:? cal-l-s and habitat as rnuch.as on aPPean-

ance. Dn R.J. Swaby of the South Austl?al ian Or:nithologlcal

Society 
'who has tape-neconded the caIls of many species t

inclu<1ing M. fueea, conside:rs that the cal ls of these binds

ane not those of M.' fueea. Furthe::no:re, Sha.ne Pa::ke::rs

cal l  of rrpo! 'na-cheur. porra-cheu-cheu-cheur fon M. f ,T,aoeeaene

is a goo<1 desoript ion of one of the calIs of these bi:rds..

A spccies of ?rietania gtows in the bed of Pafun

Tree Cneek, which is dny fon the greater pant of the year.

Ta\L.'Caeuanina f,onms a canopy above the Iristania saplinge

and othen Inidbiania, Aaacia and an occasional thick fol iaged

f:rult inglt :?€er probabl-y a species of f ig, fninge the creek.

About a hundrdd yands away is the Black Rive:r with a fgY

fair ly pe:manent water ho1es. Hene Caeuat;,na and bigl old

Me\aLeuca pnedominate, with Acacia, Tt ietani 'ar cockyapplee

and other plants aLong the banks. Between the cr:eek and the

nivei is an area of open tinber compr:ised nainly of Euia-

Lyptue alba (poplar gum) with E. teeei lat ie (Moneton Bay

Ash) and the occasional i : :on bark (Eucalyptue ep.).  The

Yellow-tinted Honeyeatet:s keep rnainLy to the t:reee in the

cneek and along its fringes but nake bnief sorties into the

open tinber at?ea between the creek and the nive:r to feed in
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the E. alba and E. teeei lania. They go ove:r to. the $atgf

holes ip the Black River: to drink arid bathe' flying up trito

the bnanches over the water hol-es to shake and :pneen. befee

flying purposeful ly back tb the creek tnees.

On 28 August, 1971 a pair wene seen bui lding a

nest about ten feet up in a It ietania in the eneek bed'.  0'n

3L August when one bird was sitting and ol 9 Septembern lthen

they we::e.feeding young i t  was possible to get a close look

at the birds. The pale yellow face an<l area around the eye

was very noticeable, also the thin straight line of bnown

feathens between the faee and the ye' l low plune. 'The plume

sras a :rich yel!-ow in these b::eeding binds though quite pal-e

in othe:rs. The bneeding binds had only veny faint ashy

stneaks on their bneasts which l^tere more a dull- white with

a yel low t int than pale yel low.

In all the bir:ds seen thene has been a great vatria-

tion in the colour of the undenpants, fron quite stneaky

gney to a clean yellowish white. This is pnobabl-y becaus3

this ls a'th:riving Dneeding colony with many imratu:r'e birds.

ihe plunage vaniations were very neticeable when a party o{

at least.twenty wene watched .corning and going to dr:ink and

bathe at a watet: hole on 7 Novembe:rr 1971. Sone of lhe young

birds had not only onangg gaPee but spectacul'a:r bright oranS€

biI ls. The yeIIow t int ing is quite elusive dePendir4. qn

whether the birds are seen in sunl ight on shade.'

A pqnty of six to eight of these honeyeatena wag

seen feecling in .a flowe::ing .ftistania furthe:r uP th? B:Iaqlo. '

Riven towands Pattersons Gotrge on my finst viait'to thia

a:rea in Pebnuany 19?0, and has. -been seen on'aL} 'subsequent

visi ts, favouning places where a thiek fninge of Acaeia

other sma1l t:rees a1-ong the niver bank sepa:rates the rriver ,
bed fr'on the open timben.



The Sunbind - 2 8 - June 19?2

A sinilan honeyeaten seen one afternoon in open

timben adjacent to the Running River at l l idden Valley weet

of Mt Spec wannants closen inspection. f  have noted thie

bindts eal l-  as a quiet rrpee:prickatr tepeatetl  two on thi.ee

times at ir i tervals as i t  fed. Was this M. fueca? A tape

neconding of its eanly monning song and dawn calls nay be

a greaten aid to identi ' f icat ion than col lected specimens

in view of the plumage similanit ies of these two honey-

eatens .

M i s s  A . C . M .  G R I F F f N ,  P ; O .  B o x  7 3 0 5 ,  I o u n s o i l l e ,  q l d ,  4 0 1 0 .
* *  *  * *  * r t *  *  * *  * *  * *  * * t *  *

THE QUEENSTAND ORNITHOLoGTCAL SoCIETy

FIRST ANNUAL BIRD COUNT

The idea of an annual bind count pnobably onigina_
ted in Amenica whe::e the Chnistmas Count, as it is popularly
ca11ed, covens Nonth Amenica f::om the Rio Grande to the
Anctic and the state of Hawaii .  This count is heLd unden

the auspices of the National Audubon Society and the U.S.
Fish and Wildl i fe Senvice. The bind count has scienti f i i
value in that it can be used to evaluate tr:einds in abundance

and range extensions. Also with so many obsenvers out in
one day there is always the chance of nane binds seen aI-
though finding rarities is not so impontant a6 counting. the
tto:ndinanyrf species

The finst bird count held in Austnalia r.ras organ-
ised by the Bird Obsenverst C1ub, and took place in the
Melbourne alrea on 10 December l-g5?. Audubon rul.es state
that a count must not exceed the area within a 15 ni le dia-
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rneten cincle and the centr.e of the cincle must not be moved.
Thie ensures that the sane anea is covened every yeqf.
0n1y. those birds seen the day of the census nay be. eountqd,
The nuLes l{elbounne uses are ouite dif ferent fnon those'of.
Nonth Amenica in that 30 ni le dianeten cincres ane aurveyed,
and as many of these ci.ncles as possible are f i t ted into .a

total sunvey area, 100 rni les in dianeten. Fnon these the
total nunber:s of species and individual_s a::e ealeulated. 

' ,

The QueensLand Onnithological Society decided t_of..
adopt rul-es similar to those of the Bind Obsenvensr elub
fon i ts bind count. The f inst OueensLand count was held on
17 Januany 1972 in the anea ar:ound Bnisbane. The weathef
du:r ing the count was ver:y wet, and this had an inf luence qi i '

the outcome; in panticulan, some conmon nain-fonest. speci.ea
were not seen (Spine-tai led,Lognunnen, Red-cnowned pigeon) .-

or appeaned nathen less common than usual (Bnown Thonnbil i l l . . ,
White-b:rowed Scnub-wnen). ; , ,  ,

0n1y  thnee c inc les  wene wonked.and these. lay
within a 100 mile <l iameten centred nean Bnisbane. These :
included chosen spots knor^/n for vaniet ies of species and 

' :  
, ,

n u m b e n s o f b i r c 1 s . T h e a ] : e a s w e r e g n o u p e d a s f o 1 I o w s :

A. Nonth of Bnisbane bo::dening the Bnisbane Riven :
to the south, east aLong the coast nonth to the 

' ,

southenn t ip of Bribie Tsland and east covening

the  DtAgu i lan  Ranges:  C.  Conben,  G.  Czechuna,  . , : : .
G.  Rober ts

B. East of Bnisbane cover: ing the Redlands Bay anea "; 

'

south to the Logan Riven and east to Nonth Stnad-
bnoke fs land:  D.  E  A.  Dow,  B .  t  J .  Monganr 'D .Watson.

e. South of B:risbane fron Watenfond to th€ Tambonine
Mts  and eas t  to  the  Go ld  Coast :  p .  t  D .  Dawson,
I .  e  S .  R e y n o l d s , . l  .  f U U t i n g h a u s ,  R .  p e : r r y .
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L I S T - O F

Spec ies

Litt le Grebe
B1ack Co:rmonant
Littlc Black Corrnonant
Pied Connorant
LittLe Pied Connonant
Danten
V,lhite-faced Henon
Mangnorie llenon
Catt le Egnet
hlhite Egnet
Littl.e Xg:ret
Pluned Egnet
Jabinu
White Ibis
Straqr-neeked fbis
Glossy  lb j .s
Royal Spoonbil l
Black Swan
Black Duck
Chestnut Teal
Gney Teal
White-eyed Duck
blood Duck
Musk Duck
Blaclr-shouldened Kite
Red-backer:1 Sea Eagle
Whist l ing Kite
Wedge-tai led Eagle
White-br:easted Sea Eagle.
Swamp llan:rien
0spney
Peregnine FaLcon
Nankeeri Kest:reL
Bnush Tu::l!ey
Bnown QuaiL
King Quail
Painted Quail
B:rolga
Banded Landnail
Mansh Cnake
Swanphen
Dusky Moo::hen

' C o o t

r lacana ..  .
eied Oystereatchers
Spun-winged Plover'
Golden Plove:r

SPECIES

2 0
n
6

1 5
L0

0
2 8

1
5 0
t 2

5
6
2

40
4
0
8

3 0
1 5 0
210

2 0
1 0

0
1
R

3
3
0
5
I
1
l"
ll

2
2

0
1
1
1
U

2 i
3 0
2 0

4
0

40
5 1

B C

2 2  1 6
L 3 0

0 5
1 3  1

9 1 5
t 2

5 7  L 7
0 3
2 0
5 4
2 1
2 8
3 1 .

3 2  7 5
9 1 4
0 2
7 l +
1  5 8

6 2  9 q
6 0
2 4
0 6
0 1 0
0 1
0 0
0 t
4 2
1 0
0 2
0 0
1 0
0 0
3 6
0 .  1
0 3
0 3
0 1
0 0
0  0 .
2 0
2 198'

10 ,  8 .2 '
2  8 8
7 1 4

5 2 0
20  46
3 2 0

TotaI

5 8
1 3
11
29
3l+

3
102

4
5 2
2 t

I
16

6.
147

2 7
2

19
89

3 0 6
2L6

2 6
10
10

2
q

T
I
1
7
1
2
1

1 3
3
6
3
2
1
1
2

221
t22
110

2 S
s2

1 0 6
e ?
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C Total

7 32't
0 2!0.
0  . 3
7  t 2 . ,
1  t 0 1
6  1 0 ?
0 200 ,
0 279
0 6
7 1 8
0  l :
0  150
0 1

1 6  3 5
0 4 2
8  8 . 1
o 1so
0  1 2 5
6  1006
5  2 3 5
0 208
0 7
2  7 9
0 1
0  1 5 4
0 200
1  3 ,
0  1 5 6 .
0 5
0 3
0 4
0 i a
0 1.5
2 L 2
6 2 3
2 1 1
7  L 8
0 1
4 4

30  39
0 1

l+5 47
3 3  5 0
5 1 9
3 8
2 2 :
2L+
5 1 6

5 0  6 8
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Spec ies

Red-caDDed Dotterel
Mongoli in Dbttenel
Lange Sand Dottenel
Bl-ack-fnonted Dotter el
Whirnbnel
Eastenn Curlew
B1ack-tai led Godwit
Ba:r-tai l_ed Godwit
Lit t le Gneenshank
Gneenshank
hTood Sandpipen
Te::ek Sandpipen
Common Sandpiper:,
Gney-tai led' T;tt l -er
Tunnstone
Japanese Snipe
Knot
Great Knot
Fecl-necked Stint
Shanp-tai led Sandpipen
Cunlew Sandoioen 

-

Bnoad-bi11e<t lsandplpst
Whi te -headed St i l t
Skua (spec ies  un ident i f ie r l )
Si l-ver Gull
I^lhite-winged Black Tenn
Caspian Tern
I. i t t le Te::n
Cnested  Tenn
Asiat ie Common Tenn
Wompoo Pigeon
Topkriot Pigeon
White-headed Pigeon
Brown Pigeon
Spotted Tuntledove
Ban-shouldened Dove
Peaceful Dove
Gr.een-winged Pigeon
Common Bronzewine
Cres ted  P igeon
l.longa Pigeon
Rainbor^r Lonikeet
Scaly-bneasted Lonikeet
Lit t le Lonikeet
Galah
Cockatiel
King Pannot
Cn imson Rose l la
Pa le-headed Rose l la

3 0 0
5 0
0
e

0
2 0

200
7 0

2

l_
l-

0
n
l_

2 2
0

1 5 0
1 0 0
8 0 0
200
2 0 0

L
2 A

1

1 0 0
2 0 0

0
5 0

5

4
2 0
1 5
1 0
1 0

I
4
1
0
0
I
0
n
0
0
0

1 2
t 0

I

B

2 0
l" 50

2
L 0 0

8 1
0

200
2

10
0

1 5 0
I

L 8
2 0

0
0

2 5
2 0 0

3 0
I
6

4 8
n

54
0
2

1 0 6
U

0
0
0
0
0
7

' i

n

0
I
0
2

t 7
1 4

q

0
0
U

1 5
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Spec ies

Eastern RoseLla
B:rush Cuckoo
Fan-tai led Cuckoo
KoeI
Pheasant Coucal
Tawny F::ognouth
Spine-tai led Swift
Azune Kingfishen
Laughing Kookabunra
Fonest Kingfishen
Sac::ed Ki.ngfishe:r
l'tangnove Kingfishen
Rainbow Bee-eaten
Dollanbird
l{elcome Swallow
tnee Mantin
Fairy Ma:rtin
Austnal ian Pipit
Black-faced Cuckoo-shnike
Cicada-bi: :d
Grey-cnowned Babblen
tai lon-bird
Lit t Ie Gnassbind
Tawny G:rassbind
Reed Wanble::
Supenb Blue ll7nen
Red-backed W::en
Vaniegated Wnen
Wh it e-th::oated !'lantrLer
Bnown Wa::blen
Mangnove hlanble:r
Stniated- Thonnbil l
Li t t le ThonnbiLl
Bnown Thonnbil-1
Ye1low-::umped Tho:rnbi11
$Jhite-bnovted Sc:rub-w:ren
Ye IIow-th:roated Scr:ub-w::en
Lange-bi1led Scnub-wnen
Weebil l -
Rose Robin
Southenn Yellow Robin
PaLe Yellow Robin
Gney Fantai l
Rufous Fantail
I^Ii1l-ie l^iagtail
Leaden Flycatcher
Re:st less Flycatche::
B lack- face<1 F lyca tchen '

-32- .Iune 1972

A B C

r . 0 0 0
a z n

1 0 0
0 2 2
3 2 7
0 0 1
0 ! 2 t 7
0 1 2
8 3 2 1
1 3 3

1 0  2 7  2 7
1 2 2
8 s 2 6

2 0  1 0  L 0
6 5  1 3 0  6 4
8 0  0  1
5 0  5 0  9 1
10 6 l_4
t 2 7 1 4

6 2 1
0 0 5

6 0  1 5  1 9
3 0 0
2 L 2
0 5 0
0 0 7
4 3 2
5 5 7
0 2 3

3 0  0  0
s 2 1 2

2 0 0 0
t 2 6
0 5 0
0 0 l l
3 1 0

2 0 0 0
L 0 0 2

0 0 6
1 0 0

1 0  1 0
l _ 0 0 0
2 0  1 4

3 0 0
2 0  1 6  2 3

0 3 1 +
0 0 1
s 0 0

TotaI

1 0
9
1

. 4
L 2

1
29

I
3 2

7
6 4

5
3 9
40

1 5 9
81

191
3 0
3 3

I
5

9 5
3
R

5
7
9

L7
5

30 .
19
20

9
5
r+
4

20
t 2
, 5

1
11
1 0
2 5

3
59

7
1
5
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Srrecies '

Golden Whist len
Rufous Whietlef
Gney Shrike-thnush
Shrike-t i t
Eastenn Wftipbind
White-headed Sittel la
$lhite-throated Tnee-credpdr
Mist l-etoe Bi.rd
Spotted Pandalote
Bl-ack-headed Pa:rdalote
Gney-bneaste<l Si lveneYe
Bnown Honeyeatgn
Striped HoneYeaten
Scarl-et Honeyeatels
Lewin HoneYeaten
Mangnove HoneYeater
Yellow-faeed Honeyeater
White-thnoated HoneYeaten
Eastetrr Spinebi l l
BeIL Minen
Noisy Minen
Litt le lrratt le-bird
B1ue-faced Heneyeater
Noisy Fr"ian-bird
Lit t l -e Fnian-bird
Banded Finch
Sp ice  F inch
Chestnut-br?easted Finch
Red-b:rowed Finch
House Spannow
Gofdfinch
Stanl ing
0l ive-backed 0niole
Southenn Figbird
Spangled Drongo
Magpie Lank
White-bneasted Wood- swallow
Dusky Wood-swal1ow
Pied Cunnawong
Pied Butchenbird
Grev Butchenbind
Black-backed Magpie
Catbi:rd
Reeent Bowen-bi:rd
Satin Bower-bird
Pa:radise Rif le-bird
Austnafian Cnow

Total rndivicluals

TotaL  Spec ies

5 0
0 4
tl 3

, . " ' . 2  0
2 0 0
1 0 .  0

5 4
' 5 ,  I

1 1

0 1
2 t  , .  l s

0 .  7
0 0
3 0

2 0 6
2  l '
0 1
0 2
5 0

1 0 0
t + 2
0 0
c J 0
o 2
1 0
L  L 8
5 1 8
0 4
7 2

1 0 0  5 6
0 2

23 220
L 1
5 2
3 0

50  52
n 2

0 0
1 0  0

2  1 2 .
2 l

2 0  : 1 4
5 0
i o

"  1 2 ,  0 .
1 0 .

3 0  2 0 '
+
r + . 3 4 3  2  . 5 1 0+'  

14+ 120

'June; L9?.2

c
0
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I
0
3
4' 0

1
0
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0
2
2
0
2
0
0
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4
5
6
7
4
0
2
o

t 2
0

1 3 1
0
1
0

. 8 4
1
1

11
1 8

1
8l+

0
n
0
0' 3 9

f.btal

5
. 6

16'
2

2 3
14

I
. 7

, 2 .
5

50 ,
9 "
4
a

28
5 '
1
$
5

10
3 6

t l '
5
I
I

2 3
2 3

6
9

1 7 8
2

3 7 4
2
I
3

1 8 6
r+
1

2L
3 2

4
lXS

C

1
,L2

1
8 9 '  '

8 , 8 0 4
. 1 9 1 ; :

1.s.51
722
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C O M M U N I C A T I O N SS H O R T

THE RUFOUS-CRoWNED EMU-WREN, STIPTTARAS RUFICEaS,

IN QUEENSLAND

fn discussing the eastenn Lirnits of distnibution

in  Aus t ra l ia  o f  S t ip i tu rue  ru f i cepe,  A .R.  McGi l l  (1970:51)

states, rt l ts range extends eastward to the south-westenn

portion of the ltro:rthern Ternitory ah<l extreme nonth-nrestern

South Austr:al ia.rr Recent obsenvations by ornithologiete

and now the finst specimens to hand taken in Queensland
extend the known lrange consiclenably to the eaat.

Duning a t:ecent fieLrl tnip to !,restern Queensland
by thnee membens of the Queensland Museum staff,  two speci-

mens of S. nufieeps wene col l-ected by A. Hi l ler at Stand.ish

Range on  Buck ingham Downs Sta t ion ,  (Z toqStS,  139045tE)

which is about 125 kilometnes nonth of Boulia, .!.r'estern

Queensland. These wene prepared as cabinet skinb. -

The specimens confinm the L959 sightinge nade

by E.M. Tucken who f inst neconded the binds L00 ki lonetnes

south of Inl inton at Opalton (Tucker, l-969) and those of

H.R.  0 f f i cen  who w i th  Mns H.B.  G i l l  cen f inned the  s igh t -

ings  o f  the .b i : rds  in  the  sa lne  anea (Of f i cen ,  L9?0) . '  S ince

then, binds have been seen at a point 3L ki lomet:res south

o f  W i n t o n  b y  A . C . M .  G n i f f i n  ( G r i f f i n ,  l - 9 7 L ) . '

MNTERIAL

Q . M . 0 L 1 6 8 3 ,  a d u l t  m a 1 e ,  2 5  J u l y  1 9 7 1 ,  s k u l l

completely ossif ied, gonads not enlarged (2x1.Snn); Habi-

tat spinifex, Ir iod' i , .a sp. on gibber plain at foot of

range. Total length 119mno wingspan L21mn, wing 39run,

ta rsus  16mm,  cu lmen 8 .3mm,  ta i l  60mn and we igh t  6 .6  g .

fnis colour bronn; uppen nandible veny dank gtrey, loeren

mandible the same but pal-e:: at base; tarsus and toes



.  i . '  a  . :

The Sunbind

' :r - .:',.1t: -a:dT

rlune 1972-  3 5 -

:?eddish !--:rown. A. Hille:r descnibed the eall aa rra soft

t lnklingn
!  . :  . .  . .  . . - ; . . . : . i i

Q.M.-0116S4ri imrnatune :maler 24 JuIy 19?1r' skup

unossified, gonads:very smatrl (1x0.stnm).." Habitat spinifexj "
Iriodia sp; near cneek wittr pool. Total length 109rqar.Wing'

span. 125tnm, wine: 39mm, ta:rsua 16rnr0r' 'culmen 7.Smm, tail 45m

and weight.6..S g. Inis coLou:r bnown; upper and lowen nan-

dibles da:rk b:rown; tarsus and toes ye]lggiqh .fleeh. A. .
HilLen descnibed the cal-l as rra vel5r soft t inklinc'caIl,
Mal,urrue-irike and handJ-y audiblet'. 

:

Specinen Q.M.011683 agtrees c losely wi th the de-

scniption of. an adult nale by Mathews <L522-23)..and.' 6pecinett.,':

Q.1.1.011684r .th€,, ' irnnratural tnaler' resedble<l his descniption' ' 
t '

of a nestl lngibut is palen donsally and has only two tail

feathens, neit-her of which ane fully dgve]gqe$.

These two cabinet skin specimens fnon the Stalr-:..:

distr !.-ange extend the known range.,of the speciee in Queone-
1and. . As spinifex country. in western QueensiLand is patctty , ,. ,
but-widespnead, it seeins l ikely that 5. nufioepe may be ,. i ' '

found . in inany othe:r areas.

: REFERENCES
' j

GRIFEIN, A.C,M. 1971. Mone Obse:rvations at Opal-ton.
Su4b i rd  2 ;6 -9 ,  :

MATHEIJS,  G.M. '1922-23.  The Blnds of ,  Austnal ia .  p.146-7.

HoGILL, A.R. "1970. Aust:ralian Wanblens. ltelbounne: The Bird
0bservens Club.

OFFICERT: H.R. 1.370. Rufous-cnowned'H1u-w:nenr Stiptlt i iu| ' L
ru f i cepe  ; .A  New Queens land  Spec iee ,  Su .nb i r "d ,1 :6 r+ -66 r .  ; , ,

TUCKER, ,4.M. L969. .The Bird Observer. p.5. Melbaufne: ltrq,
Bi:rd Obsenvens C1ub.

Mn D.P.  VERN0N, Queeneland Mueeum, For t i tude Vat l ,eg,  81,d.4006.

* t * * t * * * * * t * * * * * * * t *



The Sunbind -3  6 - June 1972

souE 'ADER .:i:Tff:lsrrN r.wNSvrLLE 
i

Black- ta iLed Go<lw i t  . . . .  August  7 /71  a t  leas t  20  a t  . Ie r "ona. t
Limoea T,inoea Not seen a week Later.

A v o c e t  ; . . . . .  . . . . . .  A u g u s t  1 4 / 7 L  a  l o n e  b i n d  a t  r T e n o n a .
Recuroi.rp.et?a ttovae- Not. seen next day. The only othen
hollandiae sighting by nyself in the Towns-,,

v i l le  a rea  was 12  b inds  on  23 .2 .69 '
at the l ' t t  St John lagoon, a' few
b inds  nemain ing  un t i l  7 .3 .59"

Lit t le Gneenshank Septenben 8/7L one lone birr l .  on
(ttarsh Sandpipen) waten hoLe on Townsville Town
lr inga stagnati l ie Conmon.

Octoben l ' l /7L at Jer:ona between
'  2 0  a n d  3 0 .

Gneenshank . Octoben I7/7l at Jenona 20 or morle.
rrinsa nebularia 

ilffitiuu-?#',::.T#':ItlH.t:?",'
Iagoon.

Eastern CunLew
Numeniue nadagae- '  feeding togethen.
catiensis - , tanuary 1/7.2 Townsvi l le ?own

cormon'7 fl-ying oven floorled a:.ea.
g r o J d - l i t 1 e d S a n d p i p e n . O c t o b e n l 7 / 7 l J e n o n a s i n g 1 e b i r d '

Linicola falcinel;Lue with 6 Cunlew Sandpipens. Sharpr-
tai led Sandpipers (Cali .drie
aeuninata) ' iLio veny nume!'ous that
d a Y t  :

V' lood Sandpiper: .  . .  Manch l \ /7L, f ive on Gaineyts
?ringa gT.ayeola 

lq*, 
fnlhan Road,. Townsvi l le.

Feb::uany t5/72, two'-feeding with
11 Shanp-tailed Sandpipers on

Ingharn Road, Tawnsv.i l le.
*Je:rona is a Fauna Resenve 35 miles (55 ki lo-

metnes) eoutlr of Townsvi l le and the wadens have al} been:

seen'on an extensive fnesh state!: Iagoon fnon which salt

water has been excluded by the constnuction of an eanth-

bank dan.
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ADDITI0I'IAL OBSERVATI ONS .
Arctic Skua . picked up clead on 1.1.22 about

Stetcorat i ,ue para-  10.30 a. rn.  near  t ida l  sa l_t  f la te
eitl:cus on TownsvilLe Common. ft had a

bnoken neck but  was dthenwied,"  *
gndanaged and had not been dead.r

Maskecr p10ven itllt on Townsville Toua Comnon
Vane l ,Lue  n i l es  I 6 .L .72  w i th  s i x  eggs .  A  nes t - ,

il ei:il,;"f,::'Lll"rli3".El3""
and all othens pneviously seen ,
have only had foun. Is six un-
usual?

PieC Her:on
Ardea p icata j .  leafer l  Mela leuoq."n 

"ag* 
.F--

flooded a:rea of Townsvl.Ile ?own
Conmon. One which took the lead"
when they flew had a pluure on the
cronrn, one had a dark crown but
no plume and the thir<i haC much
Less blaek on the crown, nostly
STey, suggesting they wene panente

:':l;,:T13.'ill;" was aeen again
o n  1 8 . 2 . 7 2 .

This is the only tirne I have seen the pied Henon
in the Townsvirr-e anea duning the five yeans r have been
her.e. It has been necorded before by Hugh Lhve:ry and Nancy
Hopk ins  (Laveny  H. ,J .  and N.  Hopk ins ,  1963.  

'B inds  
o f  the

Townsvi l le Distr ict of Nonth Queenslan<l. f tru 63 :242-2,52). 1

Thein comments wene rrRare. Family of thnee on sirramp near
Townsvi l- fe, r lanuany J.g51. .Othen isol"ate<i neconds.rr f t
woul-d be inte:resting to know if these othen neconds areo
coincided with cyclonic weather.

M i s s  A . C . M .  G R I P F I N ,  p , 0 .  B o a  t A 0 S ,  ? o a n e o i L L e ,  g \ . d , 4 A 1 . 0 . . -

* *  n . *  t *  * *  J t i * * *  *  * * * * * * *
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A SIGHT RECORD OF THE DUNLIN AT CAIRNS

At appnoxinately L5.30 on 10 Decemben 19?1, a

party consietl ig of Mn -8i11.Andenson of Califonnla, ny

wife and I, wene observing wadens fnon the Esplanade at

Cainns, when several Dunlin CaTi.dtia alpina werg o!-

eerved.

The birde wene finet noted as eotnething diffen-

ent amongst Cunlew Sandpipens Caliiltie fentugineat
Shanp-tailed Sandpipens C. aauminatat and B:road-bil led

Sandpipens r,inioola falainellue. .After cloge exanination

in good light with a 25 x 60 prisrnatic telescope nounted

on a tnipod at appnoxinately 25n, the following field

noteg wene taken:

S i z e : Appnoxinately that of Curlew Sand-
p-ipen but with sho:rten legs r giving
squat apPearance.

Bill: Length between that of Cun1ew Sand-
pipen and Shanp-tailed Sandpipent
but decunved at t ip only.

Plumage: Mottled griey on back and bneaett
pale supencillia:ry stnipe" dank
nump in fl ight.

In genenal, the birds *ene super:ficially einilan

to Curlew Sandpipens, but wene 6et apart f:rour that spec:lee

by the more mottled plumager squat aPPeanrancer and bilf

decunved only at the distal end. fhe dank rr.urp ie diag-

noEtic of the species, and was the finat point noted in

identifying the binds.

Mn IVAN FIEN, 6t  Eighlande Street ,  f lauel 'L  Eeighte,  Q.4072.

* t * * * * * * i * t * t * * t * * t *
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BRIDLED, SOOTY AND COMI4ON TERNS AT TOWNSVILLE

On 10 Januany 19?2 in the wake of Cyclone Bronwyn

dark winged tenns wene noticed hawking oven Ross Creek bQ::'.;

hiq4 the Townsvi[e Gener"al Post Office. Closer atudy .r. i.r

showed then to be Bnidled Te::ns Stetna anaetheta and Sooty..-

Terns S. fuaeata. B:rief1-y a Br:id1e<l Tenn joined a Sooty

Tenn nesting on a bolLand allowing a cloeer: view and a cgmt

panison of the white forehea.d markinge, and the bngwnen, ,r.,,,

black of the Bridledrs back and wingsr compa:red with the

sooty b lack of  the SootYrs.

ft wae hand to count the bi:rds aB they hacked '

fon insects but it seemed thene were about eight to twelv|'r '

Bnidled Ter:ns and only about four Sooty Tenns' lhe etac-

cato little rryuk yukrr bar:k of the Bnidled Tenns was heAld' .-

but the Sooty Tenns did not give their distinctive call"at. '

all. Vlith those bi:rds wene possibLy twenty or mone Connon

Te:rns Sterna hitunco as well as the usual Cnested Ternq .5. .

bergii, Lesse:r Cnested Tenns S. bengalenaie and Litt le

Terns S.  a lb i f tone.

On 12 Januany 1972 the Corunon Terrrs had gone and

no Sooties were seen. Tvro tsridLeds sta'yed on for tlre ned-;

few daysbutthey too-had gone on 15 Januany. Howeverr' t l tc

following ddy, a Saturday r two !'tere seen :regting on thc

tidal salt flats on the Town Comrlon nonth' of the clty

around 10:00.  None have been seen s ince.

. r Thnee Cead bincls, either Bnid}ed or Sooty Tenns,

r^rene found among mahgroves on coastal sand dLrnes at the

aouthe:.n end of Halifax Bay, nonth of Townsville on 19

Ma:rch 1972. fhey wene intact skeletons with only wing ardr

tail feathers 1eft. The nathe:r' brnwn/black feathens reithellt

than scoty/black, suggested that they too wet'e Bridled Tellls.

These bi:rds wene possibly cyelone casualtiee.

M iss  A .C .M.  GRIFF IN ,  P .0 .  Box  7305 ,  I ouneo i l ' Le '  QLd '  4810 '

* * * * * * * * * i * * * t * * * * i  
-
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A Ngsr:or inn .risrnu

ilune 1972

r' : "; 'i: 
Havirig necently noved f:rorn South Australla to

Queenefarid I found nyself at a e6neidenable digadvantate j -

with entinely new hal:itats to coPe wl'th, new birda to be

seen and many new ea1ls to be leannt. In an effort to ou'F

cone ttre traUitat and envinonment disadvantage I used an

aincnaft to fly oveL a considerable area of coUntny betnean

Bnisbane and the New south wales borden, which enabled ne

to gain a nental pictune of the lle of the land' Dl"rning

the flight I asked the pilot to fly lost oven nany of thp

innunrerable ast€utPa and nang:nove 'areao in onder: to' guage

the potential fon ltate:l bi:rds. '

$fhilb flying low over a s$tamp on Stradbnoke

Island I noted ahead a Lange neat on top of a low tn'ee aridl .

irnnediately thought that it may have been the negt of a

.Iabir:u Xenothynchue a,eiaticue. A'few rnoments laten a paCb

of 
'Jabinu came into sight, standilp in tfe 

:"TP 
UV 

fle
tree. As we passed they took flighi. lfe cLneled artd I '

could see that the nest was in excelLent condf,tionr otl i'r' , 1

top of.a small teatree.. I noted:'the position and retur'ned

six.weeks later; A ,Jabi:ru was seen bnoodi4 and as'we :

again. 'c inc led i t ' !ose ' to ' i tg  feet  neveal ing t t i ree eggs '  :

It rerhdined on'the nest litt1e disturbed'by the P1ile'' ..

menely nieing:to its feet as we passed bya at t itnec at'a,F': i

altitude of Little mo:re than ten metrea, and eettl4ng Dgcki

onto the 'egg8 as BooD: dE we'had passed" ; :  .  i

The'following day I neturned to the neat by c4r1'

boat and.bn fo6t,and found that this pain of .Ia.blnue he4; :,

maintained the sp66iesr tnadition of sit ing,'their- ne.st8:i+,:,{

a dietant pontion;'of'a remote swanp. It, was neceSaary t0- r.
' cover approxirnately 20 kilbrnefiree on foot to reach: th€ ":-r

nest, sone two kilonetres of which were thnough ewartp'"-1i'

' l - ' d

:ffi
',i!

$



The Sunbind -41- ,lune 197t
'  '  .  . . . i r r

1\oo fniends and I, wonking in nelays, took two and thnee-
quanten.houns to cover the one kilonetne thnough the atiatp
to the neSt' and.a furthen thnee-quantens of an hour to 

' 'i

rietrace our path back to the shone. The swannp waa BUrr-
pnisingLy devoid of othen bind l i fe. We saw only one, '
Golden-headed Fantai l-wanblen Ciet ieota esi l ie and heand
no..calLs othen than those of the Bnown Honeyeater Liehneta
indiet inet4 and Noisy Fnia:r-bind phi lenon cornteuldtt^a,.
f::om teatnee by the edge of the swamp. The nest was a
eubstantial stnuctu:re placed thnee metnes above waten level

on the top of a small teatnee growing in appnoxinately 60
centimetnes of water, in a swcimp denely ovefgror{n with
cutt ing rush, neede and other: vegetation. Construction ., . :
was of fine sticks of va::ying lengths, many a netre orl
mo:re long, laid over the top of the tnee ancl tramped down
into a platfonm, two metnes by 1.3/4 metres by appnoxi-

mate)-y 50 cantimetres deep. ft wcrs almost flat on top and

overLaid by a layen of ch:ie<1 need flags, grasses and othe:n

similar dnied vegetation, some 15 to 20 centinebres thick.
An intenesting feature was twe hol lows moulded into thie
Layen one to eithen side of the centre along the 1ongen

axis. One hol low held the eggs appa:?entLy we1l incubated,
while the othen was enpty. I t  is of intenest to conject
whethen or not the enpty holIow was the pnevious yearis

bnood site on alternatively was used by the non-b:.ooding
bind at night. I  favoun the latter 'r '  fon'several neaeons.

(a) l,lhen we an::ived at the e<1ge of the ssramp both binds

were on the nest, apparently si t t ing. One stood up and

left shontly theneaften.
(b) The whoLe layer of l ining naterial appeaned to be

fnesh and new.
(c) The unoccupied hol low was neat and clean.
(d) If the unoccupied.. ho11ow wns .fr.on the p:revious

years (on for that netten a mone necent bnood, which Ls
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unlikely, fo:r it was May) it would alrnost centainly hanre 't

been flattened by the activlties of the young. during the

nestling stager and thein Parentar and laten by the

weathen.

The bnooding bind nenained on the nest untl'l *e;:

wene within 25 metnes. Howeve:r it watched ue firon the tlll€

we ente:red the swamp and flattened itseif lowen and lonrer

onto the nest the closer we'appnoached. tJhen it decLded

to leave it nose elowly on its long netl legsr looked at'ug

fo:r a momentr then flew off to a lange tnee on a hi[eide

a c o n s i d e n a b 1 e d i s t a n c e a $ ' a y . I t r l e t u . r r t l e d t o t h e n e c t

shontly aften we left and long before we reached the edge

of the s$tamP.

One featu:re of panticular interest near the neet

sras an anea of nushes, need and othen vegetation to*rp",a-

d.own to form a solid platforn oven the waterr eone of it .

stnong enough to take the weight of the thnee of us wlth-

out sinking beLot the vraten Level. fn the centre. of this

area !hen. was a twelli neatly 'tcut[ thnough the vegetation

into the clear: water below and the anea of htater below :.

cleaned of all debris. This was almost ce:rtainly pne-

pareC by the Ja'binu as a drinking well for' the sw11 wie

so thickly overgrown that the watel: was totally hidden

beneath the vegetation. fhe edge of the vegetation anound

the hole gave the impnession of having been cleanly cut

and the hole thnough the gnowth was round, approxinately

80 centinetnes ac:ross.

Mn G.R. BEFULDSENT nPonilalouie't, 78 Cabet Street, I lenmorlet
Q l ,d .  4069 ,

rii,:i

a;

* * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * *
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:  .  REOI]EST FOR SIGIITINGS. OP
YELLO}T-TUFTED HONEYEATERS IN QUEENSLAND, i.::'i,i,1r:

'  , . . '  ' ,  ."  i
The discovery of a few colonies of yel.lowrtuftedr

I loneyeateFs Meliphaga nelanope in : :ecent year6, sone Ln
pegions th:reatened with cleaning or subunban developmentr.
has stimulated intenest in papping the speciesr !,artge in 

:

as much detai l  as possible. This wil l  pnovide a basis
fo:r futune studies of dispensal 6:r changes of :range.

f would be grateful_ fon detai ls of sightings of
the species anywhere in oueensLand.

Dr DOUGLAS D. DOII, .Dep_artnent o,f  Zootogg, Uniueteit7 of,
Q u e e n e l a n d ,  S t .  L u e i a ,  q t d - .  4 0 6 ? . - - -

r * * * * t * * t * * *  * * * * * * * *

REOUEST FOR INFOR}'ATION ON BELL MINERS

The Be11 !t ine:: Manotina nelanophtge Mapping
Survey is one of the mernben groups of the Victonian Ortri_
tholo,gical Reseanch GnouTr, and has been napping Bell
llinen coLonies a:round rnetnopolitan MeLbounne. A genenal
map has been p:roduced based on the finst pant of the sunvey
done in 1970 and these neconded coronies a'e being checked
ir" L972

fnfonnation on colonies in othen areas well away
fnom the Melbounne negion is wanted fon companieon. Of
panticula:r interest ane changes in status of the birde
sinee civilization has rnade an inpact on the habitat and
for this reason information is sought on the hlstoriee of
individual coLonies - when they oniginated ( i f  known),
fl-uctuations in nurnbe::e and size of area, extensione of
range and comDlete loss of colonies.
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If any neader can provide any data at all ln thle

genenal a:rea the gtroup would be nost grateful. Further

infosnation on fonrns fon Genenal Records ane avaiLable fnOn

the Convenon.

Mns ETLFN l r .  i lcCULLOCH, Conuenot  BeLL Miry l ,Sutpeg v.O.n.e. '
8  Bul len Aoe. '  Mi tchat t t ,  V ic tor ia  3732.

t t  * * t i t * i i * * n * t t * t t i


