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cucKoos rN rHE BURDEKIN REGIoN 0P NoRTH QUEENSI,AND

D . H . C .  S e t o n

Twelve species. of the farnily Cuculidae have been

recorded. in Queenslqnd (Laveny,  1969).  0f  these,  
" i8ha , .

species wene found in the Bundekin region between {Q60 apd

1968,  and scven of  these ane known to brged in thg gr€a '  .  : ; . ,
A ninth species nay be present, not hdrtin[ be,en'$Sitivery i i{ '

identif ied, while anothen two ane expected to be found in

the Mt Elliot ar.ea which is geognaphically included in a

najon paper on the birds of this negion cunnently being

pnepaned. For the pullposes of this article, the Bundekin

negion is defined as the lowlands of the Haughton and Bun-

dekin Riven systems nadiating appnoximately 50 kilometnee

nonth, south and west of the town of Ayr, and east to the

coast l ine.

NOTES ON TITE SPECIES

Fnequency natings have been bnoadly allocated aS

common, unconmon orr scar:ce. l lames fo1low Lavery (1969).

ORIENTAL CUCKOO Cueulue eatur:atue

Scarce. Obseraved in dny scrub areas along the

Bundekin Riven and tnibutany eneeks, alrays singly. Speci-

fic neconda were: ..January 196J, January, Febnuany, Hanch

and Decenber 1962, Febr^uary and Maneh 1963, and Febi'uary 1965.

PALLID CUCKOO Cueuhua palliilue
'Urr"ottoo. 

Reconded in all months, but noticea,blY

scarce in 1961 and 196?. Obsenved in open fonestr dry scru,rb
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and nangltoves. Juveniles have been observed betweeh Noveoben

and Apnil being tended by Black;chlnned Honeyeatere Uel't'

thneptub guLaria, Yellow-f:r'onted Honeyeate!'e Metiphaga

p Lwtula 1 White-thnoated Honeyeaters M e I'i tht ep tue a|'.b og.ul94 -a- l.

and Leaden Flycatcher:a ldgi'agra tubeoula. A Black-chinned

Honeyeatenrs nest contained one Pallid cuckoor8 egg a9 ttelli

as two honeyeaten egge in Febnuary 1969.

BRUSH CUCKOO Caaomantie oarioLoaue

Comron. Inhabits nainly open foneet and dny 6crub'

It calle nonotonously duning spning and surnne1' Bonthgr prrlrtl;'

cula:rly in wet $reather and often well into the nights. Youiiia'

birds have been obse:rved being tended by llhite-throated i

Honeyeaters firom l{ay to october and sterie particularly riOtlCe:'"

able from July to October: in 1962 and 1963. An egg etas 6€eh-:

in the nest of a Leaden Flycatchen du:ring December 1961 and ',I

in the nest of a B:rown-backed Honeyeaten Raneagonnte noddeta'

du:r ing Decemben 1962.

HORSFIELD BRONZE CUCKOO Chtyeoeocaga baea l ie  : r . . . . : -
Common firon Septenbe:r to April but ecance firon {a;r.

to August. Usual habitat is open forest. Ttr ie epecies

negularly par:asitises Red-backed W:rene llahu?ua netanooephatu:i

firom Decembei'to Febnua:ry and appeaned to be Pa:'ticulanly

conrron during the sunmer of 1961/62. An egg wae found in a

deserted nest of a Tai lor-bitd ciet icola eci l ie in Febnuary

1962. A la:rge chick in a nest of. a White-thpoated }|arble1

eet1gone ol i taeea in Januany 196$ could have beeh eithen

C.  baea l is  on  C.  na laAdr tua .

LITTI.E BRONZE CUCK^^ \

RUFOUS-BREASTTU Si8ilzE cucKoo I chryeoaooagx naTayantc ' I

Cornmon in rnangnoves and uncomnon in open forest'

Its rnovements a:!,e uncertain but it f:reguently pqraeitlaeE-.,t '

La:rge-bl1led lfa:rblene Getggone magnitoettis fron october to

March in the manf.rroves. Often two cuckoots egge are foutrd

in one nest.
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KOEL Eudgnonye eganoeephula ,r- l :^, j ] :1-

Cornmon.. This is a r:egular nigrant, arrivi4 fiF,. .,,

Septemben and depanting by Apnil. It is extrenely yoe*lrCQl--

and night panticularly duning rainy weather. Reeondcd,.fCtttt

species include Little Fniar bind Philenon oitreogulryf.lt" ,i ,

Noisy Frian bind P, eorniculatue, Olive-backed Oniole Otlolt t

eagittatua, YeLlow-throated Mine:r Mgaantha f lavigula 8d, 
, , , , :_,

Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomgzon eganotie duling the monthe, oJ

Octoben to Pebruary. The nemaine of an egg sirnilan to !f1a,.rt..9f
the Koel was found beneath the nest of a Black-faced Cuckgfl:.

shnike Coraa' ina nooaehollani l iae in Decernbe:r 196r+. On,tno 
'  

,
occasione, two Koel- eggs have been noted ln one n€lt l  once

with a Lit t le Fnia:r bind (Decernben 1960) and once wittr  a , , ,
Bl-ue-faced Honeyeaten (Decenben 1963). I t  appeara 

1: 
foY"}f,

B1ue-faced Honeyeate:rs when these occupy old Babbler n9!11.";

CHANNEL-BILLED CUCKOO Scgthrope nooaehol'land4ae

. Corrmon. Another negular nignant whiolt arpivee.- ,-

within days of the Koel and depa:rts again by Aprilr usua$y":

ahead of the Koel. Connonly pa:?a6itisee crows and tq a

legsen extent, Btack-backed Magpies Ggnnorhtna ti-biaeq It..

f:requents open fonest and dry scnub with particulan eBpb4*,

on areas whene native fig tneea occur. In this r€sp€ct it f"F

sini lan to the KoeL. ^l

PHEASANT COUCAL Centropue phaeianinue

Cornmon. Resident thnoughout the area except in

the rnangnoves. It bneeds fnom Novenber to }larchr trsurllyi'' l

Laying foun to five eggs and sometimes up to aeven. lbe

nests are commonly buil-t in guinea gnass (Panieun nas'tnual

but ane also seen six to eight feet off the ground' soTpttql

in citrus tnees.

DISCUSSION

The Fan-tailed Cuckoo Caoomantie pytrhophanue
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and Golden'Bronze Cuckoo Chryaoegcaga Luoi.due haverDeeh rui-''{
corcied f$crn tle ownsville distfict - bcth by collected
speeimene-. trt j.s'anticipated thqt 'Ehesei t$ro 6pedles,should.
be pneednt at highen altitutlee-: iw'br:adjacent to rainfonegt',,
on Mt Elliot' (neanly 4,000 feet) betwbeni Totrnsvil,la:atrdi' AJrtr.:

It is euipelted that the'ctreltnut-bn"i"taa' 6"oroii ' ;
Cacomanti'e coi{,o,r,"l.innf,ris has bu"r, 

"..r, 
in manenoVes' nean,"'t'

evr. sbver:iil fl"e;ting gitunpses or a cuctoo, iiolt..nrf*L''iriai'l
Fan-tailed br:t ie:riainlv smallen:.were hait in the eaie irea 

'

between tS62'an'd 1954. Duning f.Uorr"oy 1962, two Bnotn-
'  , . ] . - '  l

backed Honeybatensr, neets wene examined in thls dnei u"iltLicft
containeh ;'!iiti.:' :uckto's egg which at tirat': tiil'a tl'lth.r"ila
must have' beeir 

'that 
of the Bnush Cuckoo. Howeveri having 

;"
'  

:  . .  .  j  '

subsequently eeen othen eggs ouDposedly of the B:rush Cuckoo

in-neste of Leaden Flycatche:: and Bnown-backed Honeyeatene, 
'

my notes indicate a fai::Iy sharp dieeinrilar:i,ty in beacrlptl6h

other than fon size, which appeanerl to be about the Bane.

My deacript ioh of the rraysteryr egg sras ag fol lowe.. irNci. '

ticeably emal-Ier: than the honeyeaten, cneamy g:t'ound cblour

as opposed to pure white of honeyeaten, well defJnetl zone

of brown and.Iavender: mankings near lange endr. Thene doee,

not appean to be any descniption neconded fo:r. the egg of.the

Chestnu t -b reas ted  Cuckoo.  : : , : '

REFERENCE

[AVERY., H.J, 1959. List of Binds in Queeneland. Canbql4a:
Winstoir Chunchill, Menonial lbuet.

Mn D.H.C. SEION, c/- Departnent of Pnimatg Induetntee,
P . 0 '  B o x  9 8 3 ,  I n g h a n ,  q . 4 8 5 0 .
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MELODTOUS CALLS OF THE EASTERN IIHIPBIRD n 1 )
, . J

Duning the finst week of ,January 1960, ny hueband'

and f spent a few <1ays at Mistake Mountaine, which is 1..  , .
spur of the Gneat Dividing Range just nonth of Cunninghanls,l
Gap in southenn Queensland. The atrea on top of the nange

is plateau-l ike, nainly rainfonest, with sone fninges of

eucalypt fonest on the westenn sicle. Ttrene is no hurnan_

habita'tion as thl.s is a State Fonest. Bi:rd life ie abunaani

and va:ried.

One of the unusual bii.d cal1s lre heard on thiBz. j

oun finst visit to Mistake Mountains, was that of an EaFtgr?

Whipbird Peophodes ol ioaeeoue. lhe cal l  was dist inct ly

diffenent frnm any call we had pneviously heand fnon an
Eastetan Whipbind, was heard on many occasions fnon the g€ce.r

blnd, and was definitely nelodious. t'le nicknamed thia

bi:rd the tMelodious Whipbindr; and so began a study of the

cal1s of Eastenn Whipbinds whereven we went.

DESCRIPTTON OF CALLS

The call of the Eastenn Whipbird could generally

be descr"ibed as consist ing of three phrases - the f iret

two fron the male and the third fnom the fernale3
- the init ial  phrase of sevenaL shont notes fol lowed.

by a longer note, alL of the sarne pitch;
- the whipcnack;
- and f inal ly rchew-chewr.

Pnequently the init ial  phnase is one long whist le with q ,,
constant on verl/ slightly incneasing fnequency and contdinlng

no hanmonics. Watson (1969) has shown that thene ie vai i i - '

tion in both the dunation and fnequency of thie intnoduction

betlreen diffenent individual rnales. The whipcrack, on tlle,

Clanice Clanke
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othe:r hand, appeans nenankably constant and species specific.

Watson found no va:riation in this pant of the song. The

fenale pant of the song is the most vatiable; typically a
rchew-chewr, sonetines rchoo-eer ancl at othen t ines a nol-

l icking rwhee-a-whee-ar. The male is known.to conplete the

full duet, although this is not nornal

Ttre vaniation which clained our attenticn at Mie-

take Mountaine was a melodious finst phra6e. Thie phnase

was not reponted by Watson fnorn his analysis of tno hundred

intnoductorlr phtrasee which wene reco:rded nostly in Victonia.

but included necondings f:rorn New South VJaIes and southern

Queeneland. The struetune of the phnase was about six short

note8 of the sarne pitch, followed by anothe:: longer note

of the sane pitch, then a shont note a semitone highen, then

anothe:r at the pitch of the fir:st seven. Thie ph:raae wae

followed by the whipcnack and the thind phnase wa6 inva:r'iably
rchew-chewr. The f inet phnase could be wnitten nusical ly

thus :

Though in fact only one note of the caLl is altenedr' the

effect is a loveIy rnelody. llne melody is enhanced by the

fact that the call io ful-1y an octave lowen in pitch than

those more cornmonly encountened.

.The rmelodiousr note does not appear in every call,

but the pitch of the cal-J. is genenaLly an indication of

whether or not the bind ie a potential rMelodious tJhipbindf.

Whipbirds with the higher:-pitched call, on the

othen hand, have never been heand by us to :renden the tnel-
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odiousr cal-l. Thein third phrase, howeven, is quite varia-

ble. It night be fchew-chewr, rs5..-.o-eer or ts[99-.1p9$qq:- rr

wheneas, as mentioned previouslyr the thind ph:ra$6 of .trlF....
tMelodious Whipbirdf was a].ways rchew-chewr.

TNCTDENCE ON MrsrAKE MoUNTATNS 
, |r,,:

Following oun discovery of thie new bi:rd oal$fre

visited Mistake Mountains on a nunber of occasione through'

out the year and sought to establish whethen thelre wae any

possibi l i ty that the makens wene juveniles, although we did

not beLieve this to be so. Thnoughout the yea:! 'sre heard

the nel.odious calI, even at those tines when vocal activity

!'ras at a ninirnun. The cal1s wene st:?ong, ren<lered by

pair:s, and in no !.ray nesedbled the amateurish efforts of 
-r'l

j u v e n i l e s .  ' :

Thene is a fainly widespneacl incidence of the
tmelodiousr !ilhipbird on Mistake Mountains and on any dayrs

walk one was Iikely to hean one or mone of theee calls.

Ttre bir"d population here doesn of course, appeailp ,.

to be Cense, so that there is a very good chance of heaning

or seeing anything of a nane or unusuaL natulre which exi8t8

ther"e.

INCIDENCE IN OTHER AREAS

Having discovened this new eal l ,  i t  then becane

inpontant to establ ish hrhene e1se, i f  anyri lhe:re, i t  was !o,be
heand.

F::on 13 to 15 ,June, 1970, we visi te<l Spice:rte Gap,

some 32 kilonetres south of Mistake Mountains. Ther:e, on

15 .Iune, in a srnll patch of nainfonest, we heard the
trnelodiousr caI1. I t  was the ful1, Iow-pitched cal l  as

p:reviouely descnibed.

.q
fr
4
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Du::ing the ea:rLy pant of Octobe:r 1970 we weiro at 
-

Gneen M6untdine, Lanington National Pank. 0n two occaeiodd

we heand the nnelodious note fnonr a Whipbir.rt. Ttrene waa a

slight diffenenee, however, as the fi::st phnase eras the'

abbneviated type, consieting norrnally of one long-dp6L1n-9111

note, but in this instance punctuated by the additional note

a semitone highe:r. Again, the calL was of lowen pitdt than

those of othen Whipbinde in the vicinity.

This is the extent of our: knowledge of the inci-

dence of the rMelodious Whipbindr to date.

'There €r\e pnobably innumenable vaniationg in, .' i

Whipbi:rd song which could be :reconded. Fo:r inetance, at ;

Dandabah National Par.k in the Bunya Mountaina, eone of the-

bi:rds l ini teC the f inal- phnase to a single rchewt; while .-

J. A. Braveny (1963), nefenning to the Whipbi:rd cal l  in

tropical northern nainforests 6ays rr. . . .one bind del ivering

the long dnawn out whistle and the othen bind conpleting the

swish on cnack.rr He also nefens to the rrf inal cnacktr but

rnakes no rnention of a third phnase.

Fncrn the musical viewpoint, howeven, no variation

we have noted has the sigrr i f icance of the rmelodiouel cal l .

REFERENCES

BRAVERY, ,J.A. 1963" i{ctes on the Eastenn Whip-bind Peophoilee
o l i , o a e e u e .  N . Q c  l i a t .  3 L ( L 3 4 ) :  5 .

WATSON, M. L959. Signif icance of antiphonal song in the
Easte::n ! ' lhipbind, Peophodee ol ivaceua. Behaviour'
3 5 :  1 5 7 - 1 7 8

Its C. CI,ARKE, Domrou Roail ,  Mai,I  settt ice 8411, Sanf,ot i t t  q.4S2O.
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NOTES ON SEABIRDS OBSERVED DURING MIDWINTER VISIIS f6JgT"I

BRIBIE AND STMDBROKE ISI.ANDS, SOUTHEAST QUEENSIAND

Chris Conben
, i  i  f  ' r

j  - : l  
" i

A bnief visit was made to Bnibie leland on 23 .'! Jsl!-'

July 19?2 in the company of Glen Ingnam and Robert-Ravan.#f]

I?on L7 to 25 August 1972 I made a tnip to Stnadbnoke rlglaill.

Most of this visit was spent in the vicinity of Polnt''t6<ik.ri'

out. 0ve:: most of the t irne the weather nas calm exoept.for '

a thundenstorn on the night of the 19th. Duning the finst

few days the sea was nough but it rapidly calned and thel€*,

was a conr:esponding reduction in the numbe:r of seabind eight-

ings. Notes on the mcre intenesting species Been a:!re Po"-: . ,,
sented be1ow.

B L A c K - B R 0 } l E D A L B A T R 0 S s D i o n e d e a n e l a n o p h l i a

This species was identi f ied at Point *o*ott ol 
, , . , ,

three occasions.. The finst sighting was of an inmatuib binC

but the subsequent two wene of adults.

WHITE-CAPPED ALBATROSS Diomedea eautcr. ;
Identi f ied about ten t imes at Point lnokout. I ! , i1.

appea::ed that one adult and one irnmature $rerie staying a{o-Unq

the general a::ea. They wene noted foLlowing fishing boate

sevenal times and aLl those irlentified wene of the norninatd

nace D. e. eauta.

ALBATROSS (Species uncertain)

Altogethen about thinty sightings of albatnoss

w e n e m a d e a t P o i n t l o o k o u t . 0 f t h e s e t h e r n a j o n i t y r ' e r r e

at too great a distance fon positive identification. How-

ever, one bind was almost centainly a Ye1low-nosed A1b6t$til3

D. chlororhgnchoe on the basis of i te snal l  el 'ze, slender

build and very black and white uppenparts

r1-q
,.{

I

j
, l

I

,
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SOUTHERN GIANT PETREL Maeeonectee giganteus -

Petrels of the genus ttddroneetee ![e:?e Eeen a mnben

of tines at Point Lookout but most erere too fan away to

identify fu:othen. 0n thnee occaeions, howeve:r, good vieltg

wene obtainecl and the bi:rds identified ag M, giganteua by

the greenish tip to the bill. In each case the bind wae.,i11:.

the very dark, glossy plumage indicative of first year

individuale.

FLUTTERING SHEARITTATER Pufflnua gaoi'a

Seve:ral hundnecl wer?e 6een feeding well off ghone

fnom the ocean beach just no:rth of Woonirn, Bnibie lEland. '"

Nunbers of Fluttering Sheamaters were eeen in

Moreton Bay on the way to St:radbnoke Island ae well ae

anound Point tookout. They wene often seen fee<ling with

other species in small  f locks off the Point.

SHORT-TAfLED SHEARTTATER Puffinue tenuipoettie

Duning the visit to Point Lookout thousands wene

seen moving south in continuous 1ines, panticulanly towan<le

evening. Many would be seen feeding in the a:rea by day.

Ttrey becarne p:rognessively mo::e nume:aous oven the obeerrration

peniod.

BROWN GANNET Sutra leueogaetet

Douglas MiJ"len, who was with ne at Point lookout

frcn 17th to 22ntl ,  :reponte<1 seeing one specinen on the.19th.

REEF HERON Egtetta eacra

One da:rk phase bind was seen nany tirnbs anound the

nocks and islands nea:: Point Lookout on the 20th and 219t..

COHMON TERN Sterna hirund.o

At B::ibie fslanC, motre.thar fonty were.watched

along the ocean beach nean Woorim. At any one tine, moat'

of these were feeding al.ong the bneaken line in gnoups of
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thnee.tdiit&i€,- btrt thene vrere always sone nesting.on thpi':r,.:
sand. The binds studied showed a va:riety of plrrnage ph4see.

Some we:re obviously immatune, srith dark nottl.ing in tber:,r;,-.
secondanieb'. Others .showed typical eclipse plurnage. Quttc.
61 numben, howeven, showed pantial nuptial dnese. One binil,:j.

was in aLnost fuLl bneecling plurnage, showing the charagtg:rr
istic dusky unde:rpants, palen, rnone unifosn upperpartds r.,. .,-

whiten nurnp and'tail, neat black cap includlng the forehgad;

and !.ed legs. Ttre long tail stneamens sre)?e not fully grotmd

As the bill showed no tnace of red coJ.ouning, thie bir"d I
was pnesumably a memben of the eastern:ltace S. h. Lottglge;t1le.

Several wene noted reeting on the nrain ocean beaCtf
and individuals on snall" flocks we::e often seen feedLng off'i
Point Lookout, Stnadbnoke fslan<l.

BTACK-NAPED TERN Steqna.eumatnana

A bind of this species was obge:rved near'Vloopig,

Bnibie fsland. At finst it was noted flying steadily souttr-
wands, but later on, a Bl-ack-naped Tenn, p:resumably the Ban€
individual, was etudied while resting on the beach with

Lit t le le::ns ,9. albifrone, Cnested Terns ,9. betgi i ,  Leeeen

Cnested'Tenns ,9. bengalenai,B an<1 Conmon Tenns S. httundo.

In gize it appeaned intennediate between Comrnon and Little

tenns, anC the upperparts wene nuch whiten than in any of

the othen species present. The black head band was clearly

defined thnough the eye, but became indistinct on the nape,

indicating that the bind was in ecl ipse plunage.

LESSER CRESTED TERN Sterna bengalendie

At Least tero wer.e seen feeding in the vicinity

of Wooninr and resting on the beach with othen species (eee

unden the pnevious species).

Foun wene aeen at Point Lookout on the 22nd,

feeding 'rrith Grested Tenns, Cornnon Tenns and Cornnon Noddiee.

q
. t s

:  r _ t r

"i , 't{
r - $
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COMMON NODDY Anoue etol i ,due

On 22nd, anound 0900, a f lock of aborit  thinty'wae

obsenved f lying offsho:re. This f loik dispeneed and indivl-

duale on snall groups were subsequently noted a nunbe:l of '

tinnes in the vieinity. Up to thnee binds spent more than

an hour feeding with othen species (see under Legsen Cnested

Terrr) innediately offeho:re and excellent viewe wene obtained.

They wene neadily identified by size, upperpantts coloun- l

ation and tail and bill- shapes. The pale cap was often very

aif f icult  to 6ee. fhe f l ight was ueuaLly tern-l ike, bUt

occasionally the binds would glide conside:rable dietancee.

Ttre feeding behaviour was patiticulanly chanacteniatic. They

would appnoach the r^rater, then hover close to the eur.face. :

At the same tirne the tail wou1d be fanned out and elevatgd;

The neck rvould also be elevated, and elongated, with the

bilJ- pointing downwands. Thie laost unusual-looking poeture

neminded the observer more of a pigeon than a te:.n. The

tai l  was often closed, at which t ine i t  appeaned elender

and pointed.

Mr  C.  CORBEN,  IOd Leuor thg  St ree t "  Batdon,  Q.  4066.

*n** *** fs**  r t***r t*  t r*  **

Septanb€r: '1972r' '

. ,  : d . i
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S H O R T  C O U M U N I C A T I O N S

VJADERS NOQsTI}JG IN TREES ON ISI,ANDS

I was intenested to nead Miss Nancy Hopkinst 
ryf j l

rCur lews in  the  T : ree  Tops f  in  rThe Sunb indr ,  vo1 .  2 ,  No.  r i ,

pp. 83'84, in which she descnibed Easter:n Cunlews l lumeniua

madagaecari,enei,e rest ing in trees on Gneen Istand.

I Co not know if Miss Hopkins was :refenning to

the Green Island in Moneton Bay or on the Bannien Reef off

Cairtrsr* but f had sinilan expe::iences on both these islanda

i n  1 9 7 1 .

Around rnid year in 1971 (I did not reco:nd the

date), I  was cincumnavigating Gneen fsland in Moneton Bay-

at low speerl, looking fon a suitable bneak in the mangnorres

to beach my boat, when f distunbed several groups of large

wadens which wene::oostin6 in the rnangroves at the tide edge.

The binde flew dinectly away from the boat, and I could not

posit ively iclenti fy them but, fnon thei:r size, I  suspected

they wene Bar'-tai led Goclwits L' inoea lapponiea. '

0n 12 Decenbe:r J-971, when bind watching on Qp-eqn,

Island off Cai:rirs, rny wife and f nepeatedly disturbed floeks

of Whimbnele Nunenius phaeopue roosting in ta1l t:reee in

the island fonest. No Cunlews were seen, although they coqtd

have been present in the fainly dense canopy. The only calle

heand were the alanm notes of the lJhinbnel.

I  mentionecl this sighting to Mrs H.B. Gil l  of

fnnisfai l ,  a few days Iaten, and she nemarked that ahe.bad,

seen simil-ar behaviour on Green Island henself. Ttle two

obsenvations neconded above ane the only tines in eeven.

*Miss Hopkins was nefenring to Gneen fsland off Cairne
- Editon
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yeans of wade:ring that I have geen wadens roosting in tnee8t

although I have noted Tattlens Tringa bnet:ipee perching on

nocks, sea walls and boats. The habit of Per:ching on PoBtB

and sinilan objects is commcn with centain northenn heuie-

phene sp-ecies, such as the Wil let Catoptto.photua aenipalyalue,

Itr  MN FIEN, 48 Kalinna DtiDe, cl ,ontatf,  Q. 4019.'

o * * * * * * * * * * * * t * t n a * i ;  , .  t  .

BRUSH BRONZEWINGS IN SOUTHEAST QUEENSI,AND

On the Easter weekencl of L972 (30 March - 3 Apri l)

at Teewah Creek on the nonthenn extnenity of the Nooaa

Plains, Cooloolah, Chris Corben, Robert Raven and rnyeelf

f1ushed a bnonzewing pigeon. I t  pencherl Ln a Bankei

aemula tnee L2 metres from us and stayed thene for thnee

minutes, .giving us adequate tine to stu<ly the bind thon-

oughiy. The unclerpants showeC a distinct bluish tinger with

a. chestnut patch on the thnoat. A chestnut line passed

through the eye and back to merge with an extensive, brig.ht

rufous patch which included the nape, hind neck and uppclt

back. $le had no doubt that the bind was a B:rush'Bnonzewifit

Phape e tegana.

It has always been a mattel: of speculation whetfier

or not this species should be placed on a l ist 'of QueenElaird

binds. Kensqy (L919) neponts,having 6een one bind in the

trees along the banks, of the Cloncunry Fiven nean l}crlolnltg:

in weetenn Queensland, an<l that a few days laten a Hr A.J.

Cor:r repo::ted having seen fou:r nea:r his home in the gdme

area. Chisholn (1929) found a neet with two eggs in i t  on
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F:raser Is1and in L922 which he identifi-ed as that of the

Brush l3ronzewing. Until :recentl-y these were the onJ-y two
published ::eeonds of this species in Queensland. Elke (1966)

anC Laveny (L969) <l iC not incl-u. le the species in their i i i i tB=

covering the aneas. Recently, Vennon and Barry |J€72, tni '

cluded l lnush Bnonzewing on thei: :  Fnasen Island l ist.  Thdy l

did this on Chisholmrs nepont and on a pereonal eommunica-

tion fnom f.G. Filmen rlhich is quoted: [one pair wae. fluEhad.

fnon a tnack just nonth of Lake Wabbyrr and [anothg! pni?:r.r: :

fron cl:rien forest near. the nouth of Rowanracly Cneekrt.

Since last Easten three people have tieported to fie
sig-htings of R:ru6h Bnonzewings in south-east Queensland.
Gneg Czechuna f1ushed a pa:rty of five binds on sevsral ;
occasions fon two successive weeks irunediately aften Eaetebr.
nean Deerwah. Robent Raven flushed a single bind on 22 r:
August at neanly the same place as oun oniginal sighting.

Greg Roben'ts saw two birds nean Capalaba on 5 Septernben.

These obsenvations sugEiest that the B:rueh Dtronzetr,-

wing should be arlmitted to any future list of Queensland , ; .

b i r d s .

REFERENCES

C H f S H O L I ' I ,  A . H .  1 9 2 3 .  D i r d s  a n d  G n e e n  P l a c e s ,  p . L 0 2 .
London and To::onto: Dent.

ELKS, R. L966. Field List of Birds of Queenslandrs South-
East Coi.nen. Bnisbane: The author.

KERSEY, H.J. 19L9. Notes from Dolomite, Westenn Queensland.
E n u  1 9 :  5 0 - 5 3 "

IAVERY,  H.J .  1969.  L is t  o f  B inds  in  Queens land.  Canbqnra :
VJinston Chur.chilt MemoriaL Tnust.

VERNON, D.P. and D.H. BARRY. L972. Rinds of Fnaser IsJ.and,
and ad jacent  v ra te r is .  Mem.  Qd Mus.  16(2) :  223-232,  "

Mn GLEN fNGMi , t ,  L?  Wins ton  St ree t ,  Rocheda le ,  e .  4123.

,.r* ** *:t *rt *frJr* tt* ** ** **



The Sunbi::d -6  0 - Septenbet' .!97?, i

,I{OUNTAIN .DVCK IADORNA TADORflOTDES AT MOUNT ISA

.t,On 16 lebruary 1971, I  iavestigated nepon-+e of

sightings of what were thou6',ht to be Dundekin Ducke. Iddona

radjah near the ppurp station at Lake Moondalrar Mount lgpr,

in no:r'th west Queensland.

Three bincls ere!?e locateC. and identified ae !{ountaln

Duck Iqdorna tadotnoidea:, one rnale and two fenralesi The ,

white eye :ring and bill baee on one female was not aB evi.

dent as inr the eecond female but the chestnut breast c1a83ir'

fied it without doub!.

The binds had been sighted by the caretaker about

I Februany. fhey wene closely studied also by Dn A. Thonaaott

twice in the week following 16 Febnuany, but had disappearled

by 24 Febnuany.

Dy febnuany 1971 the Mount Isa anea was neachlng

the end of a necord dry spell and, with lirnited nain oven

the l-ast eouple of yeans, Lake Moondanra had reached an aIl

tine low J.eve1, with the waterr being contained. within the

Leichardt Riven banks. Howeven, thene is a clean waten

lagoon adjacent to the purnp stationr to provide a clean

waten supply to Mount Isa when the rlam floods. Seepage

through a :retaining walf adjacent to the punp station noad.

had cr:eated a small na:rshy pond, in what would nonnally be

the bottorn of the dan.. It was hene that the birds we:re

found., 25 metnes fnom the noad.

Sam Canruthers, in an unpub,lishec list pnepa:red '

before leaving. Meunt fsa in 1968, lists the Mountain Duck

aa a ver5/ nane and nomadic vagnantr with a pair lieted a8

being plresent frnrn May tb August 1966. Slaten (A Field 6utde'

to Auetral ian'Dirds: Rigby 19?0) shows the bind aE a nonadic

visitor to this area. Hotfeve:r, specific infonmation on
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sigltings of this bind so far fnom its nonmal habitat Sg$l*{r
be neconded. r :  aqe

It is difficult to understand why thls blnd t*ttndrfiq

appean in the centre of a vast area suffe:r'ing ffom.d ptr6i'T.riii;

Ionged droug',ht. Drought conditions were possibly evea;lbi*f.iv;
gevere in western New South Wales than at Mount 1"" ag'.1t$ rriT

time, and thue whether the birds cane f:ron the eouth dn , ' j. r

the !,rest they would have tnavelled many rniles oven very

an id  aneas.

Mr  W.  HORTON,  P.0 .  Boa 614,  I . loun t  Iea ,  Q.  4825,

* ****************** *

- l

AN EARLY CUCKOO AT A BUFF-TAILED THORNBILLIS NEST

In the eanly aftenroon of 6 August 1972 f sas

wal.king in open eucalypt forest country near my home when tr

chanced upon a very well concealed nest of a Buff-tailed

Thornbi l l  Aeanthiaa reguloidea. The dome shaped nest ! ' lae

situated in the fonk of a nough banked tnee (speciee un-

known) appnoximate3.y two metres firom the ground. The 
:Utef,.j_

pontion of the nest $ras constnucted of ba:rk, glving it an

excellent canoufJ.age; so much so that had the bind not l
f lown fnom ttre nest i t  would have gone unnoticed. 

r:  . .-

Laten in the day I returned to the nest sLte lti '" ''

the company of Mr and Mrs It. Briggs and found to ny att6ze-

nent that the nest had been irneparably danaged. 0n eloec'nr

inspection we found a br:oken egg in long gnass at the bAee..,

of the tnee. This egg contained a developing enbryo tthl6h',

we judged to be two to four days,oId. I  decided to aee , .
how many more eggs r.rere thene, and on pnobing anongst thc :
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thick feathen lining of the nest found one nore Ttronnbillrs

egg and also the egg of a Golden Bnonze Cuckoo Chrgeoaoaayb

plagoeua. Fhe lhonnbiLlrs egg (16 x 11 nm) had a pinkish-

white backgnound lightly speckled with neddieh-bnown Bpotst

with danken brown spots concenbrated on the bnoad end;

The Cuckoots egg (1? x lL nnrn) was unifor'rnly olive-gneen in'

coloun. This egg aLso contained a young developing enbryo.

.Iudging fron the age of the embryo, nest building

nust have taken place at the enC of Ju1y. This appbara to

be eanLy fon both the Buff-taiLed Thonnbill and the Golden

Bronze Cuckoo which usually nest fnon August onwardB.

Mn P. DAWSQN, "Ural la", Fleeoet Road, Logan Reeerve, o'rd
K ingeton ,  Q.  4205,

* * * * * *  * *  * * t t !  * *  * * * *  * t

MIGRATTON MOVEI'{ENT DATES AND NOTES

MURWILLWBAH DISTRICT

llig::ants leaving aften L971/72 aumner at Reserve

C n e e k  ( L a t . 2 B .  2 1 S ;  L o n g . 1 5 3 .  3 0 8 ) .

Sacned Kingfishe:r
Ea lcgon aanc ta

DolLar-bi:rd Eutg- . .
etomua oti .ental, i ,e

Channel-bi11ed
Cuckoo Segthtope
nooaehoLlandiae

Bnush Cuckoo
Caaomantie oario-
loaue

Spine-tai led Swift  . .
Einundapue eau-
daatue

5 Mareh; only snall nunbens in a4ea
this season and no neeting recoi'dg.

7 Manch. They were in gneaten numbeie
but had only a mediurn nesting aeaaon.

Eanly Manch; only in small nunbens.

16 Manch; in usual numbene.

3 Apnil. Reconclecl on 124 clays; nunbene
of binds below u6uaL for all nonthg
except Decemben, January and Marich.
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Cicada-bind Ed,ol i ,-  .  .
ieona tenu i roe t re

Leaden Flycatche:r
Mgiagra rubecula

KoeL Eudgnanye
ocoLopaaea

Dnongo Dietutus
b tae tea tua

Gney FantaiL Rhipi,-. .
i lura ful iginoaa

Rose Robin
Pet ro iea  ?oeea

Golden Whist len
Paehy eephala
pec to ta lda

Yellow-faced Honey-..
eaten Meli.phaga
enrveops

Noisy and Lit tLe
Fnianbinds
Philenon cotniau-
Tatua and P.
a i t teogu lan ia

Septembd Prft srtT '',i

.  . - , r  f  ' l
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14 Apnil; in usual numbens .: I

Mid Apnil; in usual numbens. 
^

19 Apni3.; in-usual nrrmbens. One .. {:
youngsten being fed by Peewees
Grall, ina eganoleuea on 19 Apnil ' lrtsB u:
Iast observed on 3 May. Add,itionr,.,..,:
aIIy, at 2115 houns on 10 .Iune a
stnagglen cal l ing as i t  paseed . i  1'1 -r. .1
headed nonth.

23 Apnil ;  had successful b:reeding
s e a s o n .  :  . " ' " r  . : . 1

Species netunning to Reserve C:reek fon winten 1g71.
Rufous FantaiL 24 Febnuany; in usual nunbens. 

ir: 
"rr-: '

Rhipidura tufiftone

24 Manchi highest numbens f,on yeane*-

26 Manch.  "  ' -  i
'  

" .  
: r  i i l

26 Manch.  . : . :

24 Apnil; at 1400 houns fou:r binds
passed heacl ing nonth.
25 Ap:r i l ;  1120 houns f inst f locke
sta: i ted passing to north, genenal: , .
movement of flocks of 4 to 18 bir.da
continued to 1430 houns. Mone f locke
of 8 to 24 birds passed during the
next t$ro days, then the nonthe:rly
movement eeased ancl the binde settled
down locaLly in high numbers. Ttrein
favounite food tnees, the Blaglcbu*t8,
started to flowe:r in nid Aonil and
continue<l to do so thnough- the trinter.

12 May at 0920 hours a nixed flock
of about 60 binde paselng to nenti: r'-
Snallen f locks cf Noisy Fniarbirda., ,
only continued to nove thrrrugh to
the nonth aLl that dav. j .-.:

. - i
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GENERAL

Septeniber 1.9?il

On 3 Apnil at 1600 houns a panty of six Baraed

Cuckoo-shrikes Coracina l ineatr was feeding in the f ig

tnees in the cowyand; they fed at the6e trees negularly to

24 Apnil. Ttris is my finst necond of the6e binds in the

Tweed Dietnict, They continued to fee<1 even when app!'oadled

c lose Iy .

The pantly albi.no Cist icola (Sunbi:rd 2:.81) was .,

observed thnoughout the yean. Her nest $ras not located but

dur:ing the bneeCing seaaon she was seen f:requently in the

company of a golden headed male.

Din<ls sel-dom necor<led in the anea include<] : Rltrb-

faced Honeyeaten Entomyzon eganot,La, Febnuany 19?2; Lit t le

Egnet Egretta gatzetta, May 1972; Wonga Pigeon Leuaoeeto'ta

melanoleuaa fnom 22 YIay to l-ate ,July 1972; Auetnalian Pel,i-

can Pelecanue eonspiei l latus, one f lying over on 9 rJunerr alrd

eight on 10 .Iuly; Rlack Svran Cggnue atratus duning iltmc
(one on Reserve Cneek) "

Ms ELLA PMTT,  Reeeroe Cteek ,  Mura i l lunbah,  N.S. l l  .  24811.

* rs  : l * * * * *  * * * * * * * * t * * * *

NOTES ON THE I'EEDING OF

WHITE. BROWED WOOD-SVJALLOWS (TA?.4Ii'A S SAPERC I E OSA S I
:

0n 2 Septemben 19?2, Robin Bnown, Ch:ris Corben.e$d
nyself rrere binrl-watching at Teewah Cneek, Cooloolah. 9fe

erere attnacted by a distant twi-t tering sound. The effect.,

pnoduced remindecl rne of the sound of nixerl flocks of liarkcd

Wood-swallowe Artamua peraonatze and White-bnowed Wood-

swallows A. euperai|daeue feeding, as I have heand them in

. i i



The Sunbird - 6 5 - September L9ffti sr{T

the Canpentania region. 0n scanning the ho:r izonr large

nurnbens of Wood-swaLlows were noticed flying above the tneeE

about one kilornetne away. After reaching them, we realised

that they were all White-br:owed Wood-swa1lows. There would, '

have been.et l-east 600 in the a::ea. As we watchedr larige ,-;

numbens of them ckifted away fnom the trees to'the flowerirtg.;

Grass-tnees (Xanthorhoea ap.) which were concent:rated along '1.

the edge of the plain. On closer. observation they were

seen to be c3.inging sideways to, and feeding fnomr the

f 1 o w e n s . E a : r 1 i e r w e h a d e x a m i n e d t h e s e f l o w e r s a n d f o u n d

then to be 1ibenaI1y studded with thick cr.r:cps of delicious-.

tast ing nectar. The tr lood-swa11ows, as well  as Broltnr Whlte-,",

cheeked and Blue-facerl Honeyeaters (Lichneta indl 'ettnata: l  :  .

Phgli ,dongris niger, Entomgzon cyanotia) anri  Noisy Priar- . :

birds Philemon cornieulatue wene obviously feeding on thie , ' ,

nectar. These observations r:eminded me of seeing BLack-

faced !{ood-swa1lor^rs A. ei,nereus taking nectari in a sin:ilan :

rn€lnnen fnom the gneen bottle-brush flowen of Melaleuca

atgenti,na on the Einasleigh Riven nean Ca::pentaria Downe..

Afte:: we had watcheC the White-broived Wood-swallowe

for: about six minutes, they sucldenly r:ose ftom the plaina

anrl quickly fJ-ew back to the trees, nesuming the noise that

ha<l attracted our attention in the fir^st place. The reaaon

fon thein concern soon made itself apparent in the fonm of

a la:rge fenale Per:egnine Falcon Palco penegninua flying

through at a height of about six metres and troughly fifty

metres fnom us. Whil-e she rtas in the anea, thene was not

a bind to be seen. When she hacl gone, the,Wood-swallows

wene obse::ved flying above the tnees funther to the south.

They wene llot seen again on that day, but on the following

clay Robin Brown noted then again in the same area.

Mr GLEN INGRAM, 77 \t ineton Street, Rochedale, Q. ' t1123.

* J l *  * *  * i !  * f !  * *  * *  * *  * *  * *
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FOLIAGE I]'ATHING OF FIG-PARROTS

Seotenben 1972

While on a trip to No:rth QueenslanC duning May

L9?2, rny wife and I stopped about six kilonetnes fnotn the

township of Ba:rtle Fnene, in a section of rainforest Bign-

posted ,Josephine Falls. During a heavy shower of :rain

snaff Uut noisy f lock of Fie-panrots 1popeitta diophthalna

mael'eagana landerl in a tree a'pp:roxinately six metres in f:rcrt

o f m e . F o n a b o u t s i x m i n u t e s t h e y b a t h e d a n < l p r e e n e d i n

the dnipping foliage of a nainfonest tnee' no more than

foun to five netres fnon the grounC' I heand two calls; a

chattening t!,tittelr while they wene pneening and a calL

rather sini latr to that of the Lit tLe lonikeet Gloaeopeitta

puei'Lla but more hansh and metal-lic' Thie latte:r call wae

given as they flew away. This was a ra:ne opPortunity to

observe Fig-pa:r:rots closely as they are norrnally very quiet

and dif f icult  to observe'

Mn P.  DAWSON,  t t l t ta l la " ,  F leaaer 'Road,  Logan Reae?oet

v i  a  K ing  e  t ' " '  

: ' * * : :o . l  *o*noo oo  o*oo*

LllI1Af n

In Sunbind 3(2) two mistakes occun' in the rePot?t

of The Queensland Onnithological Society fi:rst annual bit'd

count .

Sun l , i rd  3 (2) :29 .  L ine  25 '  t rc '  Czechunar r  shou ld  read r rG '

In5'ranrr '

Sunb i r<1  3(2) :32 .  L ines  34  and 35 '  These shou ld  : read:

Lit t le ThorTrlr i l l  O 2 6 I

B:rownTtrornbi l l  1 5 0 5

******** ************


