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RECORDS FROM AN ORNITITOLOGICAL TOUR

OF QUEENSLAND

E. K. Bristowe, H. Laybounne-Snith and ALan Lendon

This papen r,e.co::ds the obsenvations of a panty of

eighteen bird-watchers who panticipated in the 1970 Ansett-

Pioneen Onnithological Tour of Queensland. The itinenany,

which covened some 3500 rni les, r,ras as fol lows:-

l{ay 23 Bnisbane - Gin Gin
tr 2) Gin Gin anea
" 25 Gin Gin - Rockhanpton
" 26 Rockhampton - Eungella
n 27 Eungella area
i l  28 Eungella - Ayn
n 29 Ayn - Cairns
rr 30 Cainns anea
il 31 Michaelnas Cay

,June L Cairns - Lake Bar:rine
n 2 Lakes Barnine and Eacham
il 3 Lake Bannine - Innisfail
n 4 InnisfaiL area
tt 5 Innisfai l  anea
rr 6 Innisfail - Char.ter,s Towers
n 7 Chantens Towers - Enenald
'  8  E n e n a l d - B i l o e l a
n  g  B i l o e L a - G a y n d a h
'r 10 Gayndah - Brisbane

fhe localities ane shown in Figune 1..

Fon the sake of convenient neference, the binde

seen have been l isted in the sequence adopted by H.i I .  Lavery

in his trList of Bir"ds in Queensland", and his seienti f ic nanee

have been followed, even though a number of then have not, to

date, been inconponated in R.A.0.U. Checkl ist a.mendments.

Lavenyrs lunping pnopensities have made it difficult to refen

adequately to binds which differ widely in the covenage of

this toun, extending over some ten degnees of lat i tude, and
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in consequence, welL-marked forms have been treated sepan-

ately. Lavery has also followed the deplo:rable but widespread

curnent pnactiee of using vennaculars of his own choice; the

authons have netained off icial R.A.0.U. Checkl ist names in

al l .  cases. Nesting binds have been identi f ied by (N)'

'Ihe help gi.ven by Mn Enic Zil1nan, who showed the

party round the Gin Gin area and by Mrs H.B. Gillr who €rccolt-

panied the toun from cairns back to Innisfai l ,  is gnateful ly

acknowledged; without their assistance nany species nould

not have been identi f ied with centainty, let alone eeen'

Cassowary Caeuari-us caeuatiue '  
-23, l7 '

Emu Dronaiue noqaeholland'Lae '  3) ' '
L i t t le  Gnebe Pod ieeps  tu f i co l l i ' e  -  ! -14 '  3 t+r  35 t  36 '
Wedge-tai led ShearT"rl ter buff inus pacif , ieue - 18-19'
Aus lna l ian  Pe l ican  PeLecanue consp ie i l la tue  '  7  r9 t13 t17 t2 '
Red- foo ted  Gannet  SuLa eu la  '  L9 .
B:rown Gannet SuLa Leucogaeter - !9.
Lit t le Black Cormotant Thalaeroeo?., eulcitoetnie '  7 rI7 t2'
Black Conmonant P. eatbo - 7, 2.
P ied  Cormorant  P .  oa t i .us  -  11  51  2 .
L i t t le  P ied  Cor rnona. , t  p .  ne lano ieueoe -  11516r10r1 l t t23  rL? .2 '
A u s t r a L i a n  D a n t e r  A n h i n g a  r u f a  -  5 ' 6  r 7  r 9  r L O - l ' 1 t 2 3 t 1 ? t 1 4 t ^
G;a ; ;  F r iga te-b i r :d  r re ia ta  a r ie l  -  i9 .  9 ! '? '
W h i t e - n e c k 6 d  H e r o n  e r d e - a  p a c d f i c a  -  5 - 1 4 ' 1 7 , 2 9 ' ! ? - 9 1 ' ! ! ' 3 '
W h i t e - f a c e d  H e n o n  A .  n o o a e h o l l a n d i a e  -  1 - 1 8 r 2 7 r 3 2 - 3 3 t 3 5 '
Mangrove Henon Butori-des str iatue - L8.
Catt le Egret Ardeola ibi 'e - 17.
W h i t e  E g i e t  E g n e t t a  a l b a  -  1 - 1 8 1  1 4 r  3 4 r  3 5 t  2 '
L i t t l e  E g r e t  b .  g a r z e t t a  -  1 0 ' 1 2 ' 1 8 r 1 7 .
P l u m e d  E l r e t  E .  i n t e r n e d i a  -  f r t + r s r ? r 1 0 - 1 L r 1 3 r 1 4 r 1 6 r 1 ? t -
i J " i  u . "5"  (Gney Phase)  E .  eac ia  - .18 .  -1912 '
u in i " "n  N igh t  H lnor r  Nyc t i 'eorax  ca ledon icua -  5 t18 t17 t35 '
B1ack Bittern Ixobrychus f lart i-col l ie '  6'

i l ab i ru  Xenovhanchus as ia t ieae -  5 '  18 t  17
eu i inar ian  wn i te  tu is  rh resk io tn is  mo lucca -  1 :18 t2312 '

S t : raw-necked fb is  l .  ap in ieo l l ie  -  L ' !8123- r26-31135 '
R; t ; i  d ; ;nb i11  PLata l lea  reg i 'a  . -  5  'L0-11 :13  '18  '17  '  35  '
ye i row- i i r reo  Spoonu i l l  P .  T lao ipee '  l2 'L3 '  14 '  '35 '

B l a c k  S w a n  C y g n i s  a t ? a t u s  -  1 '  3 6 ( N ) t  2 '
whistf ing Tn66 ouck Dendrocygna ancuata - 7t 10-11'

P luned T iee  Duck  D.  ey ton i '  - -10-11 ' ,  Lz :L? '  1 ! '  - -
G r e y  D u e k  A n a s  s u p e r c i l i o e a  -  L - L ?  t  2 5 ( N ) t - 3 5 t - 3 6 '
G n e i  f e a f  A .  g n b b b t i f r o n a  -  5 , 1 0 - 1 1 '  1 7 '  1 4 '  3 l + '  3 6 '
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Maned Goose Chenonet t_a  jubata  -  Sr9r10-1 l r11r l? r3q .
I l l i* :g, l i11ed 

pigmy Gooie Nettapui coro^aidei iaiue - S,7, lq.
n a n o n e a o  A a l f v a _ a u a t r a L i e  -  1 ,  5 ,  7 ,  1 0 - 1 1 ,  l q .
Austral ian Black-shouLdered Kite'  eLinue noiatue - l_l5r2A,
B lack  K i te  Mi .Loue y i .gya t le  -  6 -17 ,  23 ,  30 .  ,  

-J  - - i i_ t l  
.

R e d - b a c k e d  S e a  E a g l e - f l a l . L a e t u t  i i d u a ' -  6 , .  1 2 ,  1 6 ,  1 b ,  1 7 .whistring eagle ai 
"pni""i i i '-- s-71-,zs ,i i  ,r i lzi i iz:5i. 

- '
AustnaLian Goshawk Accipiter faeei,atue - 23.
W_edge- ta i led  Eag le  _Aqu i la  audaa -  L0 ,  26 ,  31 ,  33 .
l lh i te -bneasted  Sea EaeJ:e  EaL i .ae tue  Leueog| .a te i ,  -  Sr6rLgr23r1Z.
Spot ted  Hann ien  C i reu i  ase in i l ia  -  7 ,  29 ;  35 .  

/

Swamp Hann ien  C.  approx imane -  S , lO r iZ r t i r l .6 ;12r23r93r36.Lit t le Falcon EaLci ' tongi.pennis I  Li.
Nankeen Kestr,el t .  eenehtbidee _ l_l-.g, 25-33.
Bnown Hawk E.  ber igo ta  -  7 -16 ,  23 .  26-95 .
Scrub Fowl i , tegapodiue Trnyoi iZt- - '  zi .
srusn rurKey Alectu"a Lathatni _ 23.
Bnown Qua iL  Cotu tn ic  yps i lophotua  -  S ,  23 .
Red-backed Quai1 ?zrzl i  naeuloaa - 22.
Painted Quail  r .  oania - S.
!no l - 'gq  Grue rub icundue -  12-L3 ,  14 ,  26 ,  31 .
Banded Landnail  Ratlua phi l i .pp;nai i  -  iZ.
Austnal ian Spotted CrakTz potzbna f luni.nea - 36.
Spot less  Crake p .  tabuene i .e  -  19 . -
D u s k y  M o o n h e n  G a l l , i n u l a  t e n e b t o e c  -  l r S r ? 1 1 0 - 1 1 r 1 4 r 3 S .
Eastenn _Swamphen porphgr io  porphgr io  -  i r i r ro - i i r l i r14r35 .
C o o t  F u l i c a  a t r a  -  t ;  5 ,  7 ; 2 9 ' ,  i r + ,  s s ,  5 0 .
Austnal ian Bustand Aide;t i ;  auGtrai ie _ 22.
l ? ! Y " ^ B i l d  r n e d i p a n r a  g a L l i n a c e a  -  t ,  S ,  1 0 - 1 1 ,  1 3 ,  1 r l .
rr_eo uyster-catchen Haenatopue oettalegus _ 12.
Sooty Oysten-catchen E. uniToLor - g.
Austnarian spun-wi.nged Plover vanellua nooaeholT,andiae - L,

5 ,  1 0  ,  1 0 - 1 L ,  3 3 ,  3 4 ,  3 5 ,  3 6 .
Masked P lover  Vane l lue  n i |es  -  1 .3 -18 ,  Zg ,  J ,7 ,  !U .
Eastenn Golden Ploven pluoial i ,e doni, i i ,ca-.- 16.
Red-capped Dottenel Charadtiue ruf ioapi, l l ,ua - g, tg.
Mongolian Sand-Dotterel C. nongolua -- Lg.
Lange Sand-Dotter"el C. Leechena,uLti i ,  -  Lg.
Black-fronted Dottenel C. nelanope - 22, 17.
Whinbre l  Nunen ius  phaeopue -  A2r -  LB,  L? :
Eastern Cunlew N. nadag'aacarieneie - 12,
Ba:r-tai led Godwit r, i ,noi i  Lipponi,ea - L2, J.g) 2.
Greenshank Tn i .nga nebu la t ia -  -  12 ,  18 .
Tenek Sandp ipen ! .  e i ,ne tea  -  12 ,  19 .
G:rey-tai led Tatt len I.  btetsipee - 8, 19.
Tunnstone Atenari.a interp"es - Lg,
Gneat I ' .not Catidt is tenuTtoett ie - 18.
Red-necked Stint C. tuf i .col l i .e - lB.
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Sharp-tai led Sandpiper Cali ,dri ,s acumi.natue - !8,
Curlew Sandpiper C. fennugineus - l-8.
Broad-bi l ted Sandpiper Li.ni.cola faleineltue - L8.
Whi te -headed St i l t  E inantopus  h inantopua -  5 ,12-13r14r17r18.
Beach Stone-Cur lew Esacus  magn inoet r i .a  -  L2 ,  17 .
S i l v e r  G U 1 r .  L a r u s  n o o a e h o l l a n d t l a e  -  I r B r l 0 r L 2 r 1 8 r 2 .
Donini.can GulL I.  dominicanue - 18.
Whiskened Tern Chli ,doniae hgbnida - 5r10-Ll.
GuL l -b i1 led  Tenn GeLoehe l idon n i lo t i ca  -  12 ,  18 .
Casp ian  Tenn Eydtop?ogne casp ia  -  l -2 ,  16 ,  18 .
B1ack-naped Tenn Sterna sumatrana - L9.
Sooty  Tenn S.  fusca ta  -  l_g(N) .
Lit t le Tern ,S. albif?ona - LJ.
C r e s t e d  T e n n  S .  b e r g i i  -  1 ,  B , 1 0 , 1 8 , 1 9 ( N ) , 2 .
N o d d y  A n o u a  e t o l i d u s  -  1 9 ( N ) .
Red-cngwned Pigeon Pti ,Linopue negina - L7,
Punple-cnowned Pigeon P. supe"bue - t7.
Wompoo Pigeon P. nagni.f icue - LL, 23, L7.
Top-knot  P igeon Lopho la imue anta ta t i cus  -  11 ,  23 .
Whi te -headed P igeon Co lunba Leueone la  -  11 ,  17 .
Bnown P igeo\  MaeropAg ia  phas ianeL la  -  1L ,  23 ,  17 .
Ban-shou ldered Dove GeopeT, ia  hunena l i ,a  -  5 r20r34r35.
P e a c e f u l  D o v e  G .  e t f i . a t a  -  5 - 1 8 ,  2 3 ,  1 4 ,  2 6 - 3 3 .
D ianond Dove G.  cuneata  -  l -2 -13 ,  14 ,  25 .
Green-winged P igeon Cha leophaps ind ica  -  20 ,  23 ,
Common Bnonzewi:rg Phaps ehalcoptera - 29.
Cres ted  P i .geon 7cyphays  Lophotee  -  5 -14 ,  25-35 .
Squat te r  P igecn Gecphaps scr ip ta  -  12-13 ,  29 .
l longa P igeon Leu.cosare ia  melano leuca -  5 .
Rainbow Lorikeet ?riekogLossue haematodue - 3-L6 r23 t26-35 )2.
Sca ly -bneasted  l ,on i l<eet  T  "  ch lo ro lep ido tue-  4 -LLr22r23r33t
L i t t l e  L o n i k e e t  G l o e s o p s i t t a  p u s i l l a  -  5 1 1 6 1 2 3 r 3 2 - 3 3 . ( 3 5 1 2 .
B lue- faced Lon i le t  1paps i , t ta  d iophtha lna  nac leayana -  2L .
Yel1ow-tai led Black Cockatoo Calgptorhgnchue funetera -

33-34  (Nor thern-most  recond?) ,  2 .
Red-tai led Black Cockatoo C. nagni.f i .cue - 6, I0, 22.
W h i t e  C o c k a t o o  C a c a t u a  g a l e r i t a  -  4 r 1 1  r L z r J - 7  r 1 8 r 2 3 r 2 9 r 3 0 t
Ga lah  dacatua  rose icap i ,L la  -  28 ,  29 .  (35 .
Cockat ie l  Nymphicus  ho l land i .eue -  5 -13 ,  26-36 .
Red-winged Parnot Aprosni.ctus enythropte?ua - 22 rL? r27-30,
K i n g  P a n n o t  A l i s t e r u e  s e a p u l a r r l e  -  5 r 1 1 r 2 3 r 1 7 . ( 3 2 - 3 3 r 3 5 r 2 .
Cn inson Rose l la  P la tyeercua e legane -  lL ,  23 ,  24-17 .
Easterm Rosella P. ecimus - 36 (Nonthern-rnost :reeord?)
Pa le-headed Rose l la  P .  adee i , tus  -  5 -1 .3  r23(nom.r :ace)26-35r2 .
Budgerygah Melope i . t tacus  undu la tus  -  12 ,  13r  l l l r  29 .
Fanta i l -ed  Cuckob Cacomant ie  py t rhophanue -  3 r11r1 l+r23  rq3-31+t
Go lden Bnonze Cuckoo Chrysocoeeyo Lue idua -  11r32-33.  (35 .
Rufous-braeasted Bronze Cuckoo C. malayanus tueeatue - 20rL?.
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KoeL Eudgnamge cAanocephala - 20.
Pheasant  Couca l  Cent topus  phae i ,an i ,nue -  3 r13r16r23r1?r33r35.
Tawny Pnognouth Podargus stt igoi.dee - 5, 22.
Papuan Frogmouth P. papuensie - 20.
Grey  Swi f t \e t  Co l loca l , ia  f tanc iea  -  23 ,  L7 .
Azure Kingfishen ALeyone azurea - 17.
Laugh ing  Kookabunna Dace lo  nooaegu ineae -  l -L7 ,23r33.
Blue-winged Kookaburra D. Leachi, i .  -  L0 r14,15 rL7 r25r28.
Fonest  K ing f ishen Ea lcgon nac leag i , i  -  5 -20  r23126,32-3312.
Red-backed K ing f isher  t .  py r thopyg i ,a  -  L0 ,12r13r14r22r35.
Sacned K ing f ishen H.  auet ra las i .ae-  -  1 -20 .
Mangrove K ing f ishen H,  ch loy ia  -  I2 r20r I7 .
Ra inbow B i rd  Merops  orna tu l  -  5 -18 ,  23 ,  27 .
N o i s y  P i t t a  P i t t a  o e n e i c o l o t  -  2 3 ,  L 7 .
Welcone SwaL low Hi rundo tah i t i ca  -  1 -17 ,  35 .
Austnal ian Tnee Mantin Petroehelidon nigf i ,aane - 3-L7.
F a i : : y  M a r t i n  P .  a r i e l  -  7 r 1 0 - 1 L r 1 3 , L 4 , L 1  , 2 3 .
Aus tnaL ian  P i -p i - t  An thue nooaeaee land i ,ae  -  5 ,6 ,7 , l t r r29 ,32-33.
Gnound Cuckoo-Shr. ike Ptetopodocl la nanima - 29,
B1ack- faced Cuckoo-Sh nike b o tacTn a n oo aeho I landi a,e - g -!7 12 A,
Barned Cuckoo-Shnike C. l inea,ta - 2I ,L7 . (3245 12:
L i t t le  Cuckoo-Shn ike  C.  papuene.Le  tobueta  -  5 ,  31 ,  33 .
Pgguan Cuckoo-shn ike  d .  p .  papuene ia  -  20 ,  22 ,  23 ,  !7 .
White-winged Tri l ler: La'Lage eueri i  -  8, 14.
Va: r ied  T : r i l l e r :  L .  Leucone la  -  5 ,  1+ ,  1? ,  20 ,  23 .
Austnal ian Gnound Thrursh Zootheta dauna - 2.
Nonther:n Chowchil la )rthonux epaldinai i ,  -  23.
Eas ter in  Whipb i rd  Psophodee-  o l i i saceus- -  5 ,  11 ,  23 . (31r3 t t r35 .
Gney-cnowned Babb ler  Pomatoatonus  te r r rpo"a l ie  -  4  rS ,9r25r28,
Whi te - th .noated  War :b le t  ce"Agone o l i vacea -  5 r7r9r27 ,
Brown Vrlarblen G. i ,gata - LI ,  2.
BLack- th roa ted  Warb le r  G.  pa lpebrosa pa lpebtoaa -  22 .
Fairry Wanblen G. p. f lat: i ,da - 17.
Lange-bi}1ed Warbler G. nagniroatf i .e - 20.
Nonthern Warbler G, nouki - 23rI7.
Mangnove Wanble:: G. Leoigcstet cantatot - !2.
Golden-headed Fantai l  Wanbler Ci,et i ,oola eci l le - 5, 17.
Supenb Blue Wr:en Malurue cyaneus - 30.
Lovely W:ren i ty ' .  anabil is - L7.
Red-backed Wr.en M. melanoeephalus - 5 r20 r22223-2!-rL7 r2S.
Ye l1ow Weeb i l l  Smic to tn ia  bnev i .yoe t r ie  f laoeeoene -  3Lr32-33.
Lit t le l trornbi l l  Aeanthiza nane - 30, 3-3-3r+.
Bnown Tt ro rnb iL l  .4 .  pue i l la  -  3 ,  5 ,  1L ,  30 .
Mcunta in  Thornb i l l  A .  p ,  ka ther ina  -  23 ,
VarieC Tlro::nbi l1 A. neguloidee equanata - 23.
Ye l low- ta i led  Thonnb iL l  A ,  ch tgeornhoa -  28 ,  33 ,  3 t+ .
White-bnowed Scnub-Wnen Seti ,cornie fronta| i ,s - LJ-, 2.
Yel1ow-thnoated Scnub-W:?en ,5. ci . t teogulat is - 23.-
Lange-bi l led Scrub-Wnen ,9. nagniroeti i .e - 23, L7.
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Fenn Wren o?eoscopus gu t t 'una l i . s  -  23(N) '
n"?o"=- Songlark cTncl"orhamphue nathe-aei ' i  '  5 ,L4 122-23 '2-9'
i i " "v -e" i t ia i ta  uug"L i " " i ' t t ^oo i 'ene i -e '  5 '  (32-33 '

J " " t i ,  w i t t te r  Mi .c ro -eca Leucophaed -  5 :  7 ,  27-35 '
L.toi-u".usted Flycatcher M-. f latt i 'gaetet '  22'

Rose Rob in  Pet ro i ' ca  rosea -  5 .
rrunnr.orr.  Robirr Peneoenanthe puluetulenta '  L7 '

e"" i- ir ."O.a Rot: in Hetenonyiaa ei 'neneiftons - 23'^

Whi te -browed Rob in  Poec i -Lodnyas  supe?c iL loea -  tz '

i ' i ; ; ih.;- tel low Robii-  
-  

topi"t tr ia'  auettal i 'e e-hrv-e-on!2q -

p" i . -v " i r .w-Rou in  z .  capZto  :  3 ,?3 , !7  '2 '  ! ! ' 11 '32 'za '
Luia. ir  Flycatcher Myiagia -rubeeula ^'  

12 t l-4 t20 ,23,L7 '

Sa t in  F lyca tcher  M.  cAanoLeueg '  ty '
si t i" i"L-irycatcher Piezothync.hua .alecto 

- !7'

R;;t1;3" Fiyeatchen seiau;a inquieta ;  s,9r31:32-3t; l l '
Aust ra l ian  i t ied  F lyca tcher  A teee k 'aup i '  - .23rL7 '  (Jb '

B lack- faced F lyca tchet  Monareha meLanopeT 'g  -  L t '

; ; ; ;" ;1;;-ruvlui. i t"" M. t t i r t i tgata - - i t ,-20, 23' L7'

wir i te-eared .Fiycatcher M. leucotie - 5'  11 '

Boat-bi l lea ff 'catci iur t laehaerithgnchus f laoioenter --23r77.

e o r a . n  w h i s t r e r  i o o h y " n p i o l a  p e c t b n a l t q  :  
9 : 5 ' 1 1 ' 2 3 , L 7  ' 2 '

eo"y  Wl t i " t f "n  P .  e imp lea  gr iseLcepe -  20 t  l .7 '  (35 '

Rufous l lhist ler e. rL| i .oeitrzle - 
-4-14 

,22 ,23 t27'15 2? '  -' i i . i -sni ; i t "- t i t """r ' "  
7 
" i1""+ " inela 

hatnoni '  6a -  s,  5 '11'12'2 3'
Rufous  Shn ike-Thrush b . "^ " io " t tg "cha -  5  t l l t23  tL7  )2 '  (35 t2 '

Bower Shnike-Thrush C. boaeri -  23'

f""t ."" Shrike-t i t  Fal 'euneulus ftontatua '  23'

A;;;  
-  
?;" i  ;1 t  ant.p + a" i  a ful i '  g in o-b o  ̂ -^ 3:?s'  2 3'  31- 3 s '  2 '

n" t6" "  Fanta i l  R ' .  ru f i . f tone- '  .5 ,  23 t  !7 , ,  2 '

i i 6 " i i ro " "  ganta i l  R .  ru f i ' uen t t i ' e  -  20 ,  22 ' - -  ^ -
w i r f i o  W a e t a i l  F .  L e u c o p h r y s  -  L - 1 7  t  2 3 t  2 5 - 3 5 '  2 '  -
;Hi i ; :h; ;eJa-si i i " i r  i -  wL oi i t t "  chts eoptera Leucoaephata'

9 !  J I r  J 4 - 5 J .

s t n i a i 6 a - S i t t e l l a  N .  c .  e t r i ' a t a  -  2 2 '  2 3 '  ,
Bnown Tree-Creeper  C l imacte t ie  p icunnue -  5 t  33 '

B lack  Tree-Creeper  C.  p .  me lanota  -  22 ,  23 '  ^^
Whi te - th roa ted  Tree-Creeper  C.  Leucophaea -  5 r i l r+ '

L i t t le  Tree-Creeper  C.  L .  n inor  -  23 '
Mis t le toe-bL td  D i .caeum h inund i 'naceun -  5  t12  t l ! t l | :32 '33 '2 '
Soo i i .a  Parda lo te - ia r i la lo tus  puneta tus  -  5 t -23 t  35 '

; i l ; ; ; ;  siniated Pardarote P. otnatua - 4'  ! '  -  ^
s i "ck -he"aea paraa io i i  p .  ne tanocepha lus  -  5 '  7 '  9 :^11 :

1 4 '  2 2 r  2 7 ( N ) '  2 8 '  3 2 - 3 3 r . 3 4 ' .  t z i t r ' L ' '

ve : - ro i -6 rea6t .a  su t iu i td  Neetar ina  iugu la r i 'e  -  14 tL6 t20 t

Oli :r"""" i"o sir"""" ; ;  r ; ; , ; ; "pi  ia ieratzle- 5 '11'23'L7'32-
white-neipea noneyei lei  ai ldt t t""ptua -xunatue 

- 2s'  (sa'35'2'

White- throatea noneye"t"" - l l .  a lbogular i 'e  -  5-20t  22(N) t
2 7  - 3 3  .
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B1ack-ch inned Honeyeater  Me l i thneptua  gu la t ie  -  32-33 .
St r iped Honeyeaten  P lee t .onhyncha Lanceo la ta  -  3 ! r33 ,
Scan le t  loneyeater  Mgaomela  d ibapha -  l0 t  22r 'L7 ,  2 .
Dusky  Honeyeater  M.  obacura  -  12 ,  L6 ,  20 ,  22 ,  L7 .
Banded Honeyeaten M. peetoral i .e - 22.
Eas ter :n  Sp ineb i l l  Acanthorgnchue tenu i toe t t ie  -  11r23r17.
Ye l low-winged Honeyeater  ehyL i .dangf i 'e  novaehot l 'and iae '  2 .
VJhite-cheeked Honeyeater P. ni.ger - 23.
Bnown-backed Honeyeaten Ramaagornie modeeta - 17.
Brown Honeyeater Li.chmeta indi 'et ineta - 4-14'27 r28)2.
Lewin  Honeyeater '  Me l ; .phaga leu in i i  -  3 r5r11r23r3512.
Le66er  l ,ew in  Honeyeaten  M.  no ta ta  -  18 ,  20r  17 .
GnacefuL  Honeyeaten  M.  g*ac i l ie  -  LBt  22 ,  L7 .
Singing Honeyeater M. oi,veecena - 30.
Va: r ied  Honeyeater  M.  oens ic6 lo r  -  l9 t  L7 .
Mangnove Honeyeater" M. fasei,ogulaf i 'e - !2.
Bnidled Honeyeater M, frenata - 23.
Fuscous Honeyeater: M. fueea - 5, 33.
Yellow-t;nted Honeyeater l t .  f laoeeeene - 23.
YeLlow-faced Honeyeater l t t .  na oaeholland;ae '  22 ,23 t23'2t+ ,30 .
MacJ-eay  Honeyeater  .M.  mae leayana -  LB,  20 ,  23 ,  L7 .
l lhi te-plumed Honeyeater M. peniei l lata - 28.
Ye l low Honeyeaten  M.  f laoa  -  L4 ,  ?0 ,  22 .
N o i s y  M i n e n  l l y z a n t h a  m e L a t o e e p h a l a  -  5 r 6 r 2 3 r 3 1 r 3 3 - 3 4 .
Yellow-thnoated l4iner M. f lat igula - l2-t3r25 126 r28,29.
L i t t1e  Wat t le -b i rd  Antho .chaera  ehrgeoptena -  2 .
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaten Acanthagenge tufogulat ia _- 29.-
Blue-faced Honeyeaten Entongzon cganotia - 5-14 t 22, 23'

2 t + , 2 7 ,  2 9 ,  3 2 - 3 3 ,  3 3 - 3 4 ,  2 .
He lne ted .Fn ia r -b i rd  Ph i lenon nooaegu i .neae -  2O,  .2L .
N o i s y  F r i a r - b i n d  P .  e o r n i c u l a t u e  '  4 ' 7 ' 1 0  r 2 2 t 2 3 ' 2 t + t 2 .
L i t t le  f r ia r ' -b ind  P.  c i , t teogu lav i ,e  -  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7  )  2 .
Zeb: ra  F inch  laen iopyg ia  gu t ta ta  -  L4 ,  29 ,  31 .
B a n d e d  F i n c } ,  S t i z o p t e n a  b i c h e n o o i i  -  5 ,  6 r  7 r  9 ,  2 8 ,  3 1 ,

3 3 ,  3 4 ,  3 5 .  ( 2 3 - 2 4 .
Chestnu t -b reas ted  F i .nc} .  Lonehu?a caatane i tho tao  -  5 r10r22,
P lupheaded F inch  A idenoegne nodeeta  -  33 .
Red-bnowed t i-nclr Aegdntha tenpotal ie - LL, 23.
Cnimson Finc}. Neoehmia phaeton - !7.
BLack-tai l-ed Finch eoephiLa eincta atropggiat i ,a - 22r23-2t+.
Aus tna l ian  Sh in ing  Star : i . rng  Ap lon ie  ne ta l l i ca  -  18 ,  17 .
ol ive-backed orio1e jr iolue sagi,t tatue - 23-2\, L7.
YetLow Onio1e o .  fLaooc inc tua  -  20 ,  L7 .
S o u t h e r n  F i g b i r d  S p h e e o t h e r e s  v i e . i L L o t i .  -  r + r 5 r 7 r 3 0 r 3 5 r 2 .
Ye11ow Figbi::d 3. f laoi.oentt i .a - 18 ,20 ,2L r22 r l7 .
Spang led  D: rongo D icnurus  .ho t ten to t tue  -  14 ,L6 ,20  ,L7  ,2 .
Magp ie  Lark  Gra l ldna eyano leuea -  L -L8(N) ,  26-36 .
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White-winged Chough Corocorad melano"hamphoa - 5.
Apost le  B i -nd  St ru th idea c inerea  -  5 r9r27  r28r29r31r3r+ t35 .
White-bneasted Wood-swa1low Artanue Leueorhynchza - 5,

6 .  1 0 .  i - 6 .  1 7 .  1 8 .
B lack- faced Wood-swa l low A.  e ine teua -  ? ,  13 .
Dusky  Wood-swa l low A.  cyanopterua  -  5 r  23 ,  L7r -26 .
Lit t ie t ' lood-swalIow n. 

-ni,non 
- 7, 2'1. ,  28, 32'33.

.  Grey  Butc f ie r -b ind  Crac t ieue to?quatue  -  51  14r  27r  30 ,
3 l - ,  3 3 ,  3 3 - 3 r + ,  3 5  r  2 .

P i e d  B u t c h e n - u i r a  b .  n i a r o q u l a r i e  -  3 - 1 4 '  2 3 '  2 6 - 3 r  2 '
B l a c k  B u t c h e n - b i r d  c .  

- q u o i i .  
-  1 6 ,  1 8 ,  2 0 ,  ! 7 .  ( 2 5 - 3 3 .

B lack-backed Magp ie  cynno1h i 'na  t i .b i .een -  3 -1?  122 '23r23,
P ied  Cunnawong E ioepnob gnaeu l ina  -  5 r?  r11r23r2 t+-17r35;
Spot ted  Catb i ;d  A i iu roeTue eraes i roa tede '  23rL? .
T6oth-bi11ed Bowenbird Seenopoeetee denti tostf i 'e - 23.
Golden Bowenbird pnionodura ieutoni 'ana - 23.
Regent Bowenbird Seni,culus chryeoeephaT.us - 

-Ll.
SaIin Bowenbird pt i ,Lonorhunchue- oi.olbceue - 23.
S p o t t e d  B o w e n b i r d  C h l a n y d L r c  n a c u l a t a  -  9 ' 2 6 t 2 8 r 3 3 r 3 3 ' 3 $ '
Great Bowenbind C. nuehali .s - 22.
V ic ton ia  R i f le -b ind  Pt i .Lor ie  o ie to r i .ae  '  20  29 ,  L7 '
Aus t r :a l ian  Cnow Cotoue o ! !u .  -  3 -14r  23r  14-35 .

No detailed neconds were kept of intnoduced binds r but the

fol lowing r^tere seen:-

Fena l  P igeon Co lunba L io ia
Indian Spotted Dove Styeptopeli 'a ehineneie
Sp ice  F inch  Lonchura  punc tu la ta
House Spannow Paasex doneeticus
Stan l ing  Stunn ie  ou lgar ie
Common Mynah Acridotheree tr iet is

Dn Afan  LENDON'  'ReduaL ls ' ,  B i tch  Road,  S t i t f i ' ng '  S ; 'A '  5752 '
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OBSERVATIONS ON MISTAKE I"IOTTNTAINS :

VOCALIZATIONS OF SATIN BO!'{ERBIRD AND NOISY FRIARBIRD

Jim Clarke and Clarice Clarke

For most naturalists there are places which have

special appeal. Perhaps they have great natural beautyr are

the hones of rare sDecies, ot have been particularl 'y re-

warding in other ways. Such a place for us is Mistake

Mountains, just north of Cunningham's Gap in southern

Qucens land
'l.Ie first went to ltlistake l'lountains to record the

cal ls  of  the Alber t  Lyrebi rd Menuta a lbet t i '  in  i ts  nost

northerly habitat, since vre had been endeavouring to record

this species in as nany tl i fferent places as possible. Over

a period of three years we spent all our available spare

tinre there - short weekends, long weekends, anil holidays -

becane intinately acquainted with the biri l l i fe, and were

constantly being confronted by calls we had not previously

encountered.

Of these, probably the nost significant wero nade

by the Satin Borrerbitd Pti?'onothgnehue oi-olaeeue, the Noisy

Friarbird Phi|,enon eorndculatus and the Eastern lthipbird

Peophodes o l ioaceue.  The Eastem ' , {h ipbi rd cal ls  have been

discussed in a prev ious ar t ic le  (Clarke,  C.  t972.  Sunbird

3(3) :  49-52) .  The Sat in Bowerbi rc l  ani l  the Noisy Ft iarb i rd

are discussed nor+.

I t  is  wot th nent ioning that  the terr i tor ia l  ca l l

of the Albert Lyrebird at .r ' ! istake Mountains is distinctively

different fron those we have recorded at Lanington, Tam-

bor ine,  The Heacl  and Spr ing Creek,  a l though i t  is  s in i lar

in structure to the Cunninghanrs Gap birds by sonograph

analysis. To the hunan ear, holever, it is renilered with

nuch urore verve.



The Sunbird

SATIN BOWERBIRD

Decenber 1972

0n our f irst visi t  in January 1968, we were walking

along an old logging track in the Fl.aggy Creek basin when

we r,rere cha1lenged by a 1oud, hoarse cal l  which sounded

l ike  -  r th ree  or  four ' .  I t Ie  were  as tounded,  and fe1 t ,  as

Bernard  OrRe i l l y  d id  when he  heard  a  record ing  o f  i t  -

"what  in  b lue  b1azes  is  tha t?"

The bird repeated the cal l  t t^r ice, and the last

t ime there was a downward inf lect ion at the end, reniniscent

o f  the  Sat in  Bowerb i rd .  Care fu l  observa t ion  resu l ted  in

ident i f i ca t ion  o f  the  ca11er  as  a  Sat in  Bowerb i rd .  We

la ter  found a  bower  in  the  v ic in i ty .

Throughout the t ine we spent at Mistake Mountains,

we were  to  hear  the  r th ree  or  four t  ca l l  (as  we came to  ca l l

i t)  at rnany dif ferent places in the area and from treetops

as  we l l  as  the  reg ion  o f  the  bower .  I t  seerned to  be  u t te led

whenever a bird becane aware of our presence. Only nature

b lue  na les  were  observe i l  aak ing  the  ca1L.  Sonet ines  one
I th ree  or  four t  rvas  hearc ,  bu t  on  occas ions  i t  was  repeated

once and even tw ice .

Canvass ing  re l iab le  i ;eop ie  w i t i t  exper ience o f

Sat in  Bowerb i rc ls ,  we found on i ,y  one who had heard  a  ca l l

resenb l . ing  the  ' th ree  or  four f  ca1 i "  0n .  one occas ion  a t

OrRe i l l y rs  we ourse l .ves  d is tu rbed a  b lue  na le  on  the  ground

and as he f lew off he gave forth a single taucous note

wh ich  somewhat  resenb led  the  f i rs t  no te  o f  the  t th ree  or

f o u r I  c a 1 L .

A s ign i f i can t  fac t  co : rcern ing  th is  ca l l  was  pro-

vided by the A.lbert Lyrebircl,  which draws heavi ly on the

Satin Bowerbird ca11s in i ts ni-nicry. At Mistake Mountains

the  Lvreb i rc l  inc ludes  the  r th ree  or  four '  ca l l  in  i t s
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minicry. We have neither heard nor recotded such a call

in the nirnicry of Albert Lyrebirds frorn other places.

NOISY FRIARBIRD

Although the vegetation of a large part of the

plateau area of Mistake Mountains is rain forest, on the

western edge in par t icu lar  is  a fa i r ly  extensive area of

open eucalypt country rvhich is under a Forestry gtazing

lease .

It was here that we heard Noisy Friarbirds singing.

Certainly the song had not the sweet quality of a Grey

Thrush, but it was indeed rnusical, with that rather conical

tone which one always associates with the Noisy Friarbird.

We searchect every reference book we could find'

but none mentioned rnusical ca1ls fron this bircl. Hil l

(Hi l l ,  R.  1970.  Austra l ian Bi rds.  Melbourne:  Nelson)  s tates

in re lat ion to the L i t t le  Fr iarb i rd Phi lemon ei t teogul ,at ie

"Alone anongst the friar-birds, this species is sornetines

heard to ut ter  qui te a nusical  song."

I t  would seem inpossib le to confuse the two b i rds,

but we wondered nhether our eyes had deceived us. On sub-

sequent trips in the nonths of October, Novenbet, Decenber

and January, we confirrned the bird was indeed the Noisy

Friarbird and in fact recorded the familiar calls followed

by the nusical one.

I t  is  not  suggested that  these calLs wi l l  not  bet

nor  have not  been heard at  other  p laces,  and indeed th is

would seen unl ike ly  in  a nomadic species such as the Noisy

Friarbird. We nevertheless beLieve Mistake l lountains State

Forest  750 to be a potent ia l ly  inPortant  s tudy area,  i ts

12r895 wel l -watered acres conta in ing a d ivers i ty  of  habi tats

and a seeningLy dense population of rnost of the species to

be found in south Queensland rain forests and eucalypt forests.



The Sunbird - 7 9 - Decenber 1972

An area of  31360 acres on the nor th-west  corner

was reserved as a National Park sone years ago. It is

v i r tual ly  inaccessib le,  prec ip i tous country,  wi th but  a

narrow fringe of rain forest along Dry Creek. The renaining

12,895 acres of  State Forest  conta in a re lat ive ly  f la t

p lateau about  3,000 feet  (900 rn)  a l t i tude,  of  which at

least  51000 acres are ra in forest ,  over  21000 acres being

vi rg in.  An extensive area of  eucalypt  forest  ex is ts  on

the western side of the plateau. The rain forest area con-

tains a basin through which Flaggy Creek flows. This basin

is rich in bird l ife and has Droduceil nrany interesting

c a l 1 s .

According to a news i ten (Cour ier  l la i l  25.4.72t

page 1,  "The Forest  Lyrebi rds thwart  R.A.A.F.  Plansr ' ) ,

the then Min is ter  for  Lands (The Hon.  V.B.  Sul l ivan,  M'L 'A ' )

stated that an additional area at I ' t istake Mountains is

wrder consideration for declaration as a National Park.

It woulct not seem too ambitious to expect the whole of

State Forest  750 to be so reserved.

Mr J.
Ms C. liof;lfo*t]'o:rT:"irt1:d'" camp Mountain' rtia samfond''

! t  * * t  * *  *  * *  r l  t  * r t  i  r  * *  t  *  *  * t r
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NOTES ON II.^DERS, GULLS AND TEFNS IN

SOUTF: I{EST oUEENSLAND: SLJMI'{ER L97l'72

Chr is  Corben

Fronr 25 Decernber 1971 to 8 January t972, Gteg

Czechura, Grex Roberts and I rnaclc a trip to south-west

oueensland. l lost of the tine was spent around "The Lakes"

station, aDproxitnately 35 ftn snst of Tharqonintlah. The area

was dry, but rain had just fa11en in the ranges to the

not th,  causing the r ivers to r ise suf f ic ient ly  to  cut  of f

najor roarls in the region. Sone tine was spent around

sone of the extensive Dynevor Lakes. The following notes

cover species observed in the vicinity of "The Lakes" station

and west to Thargonindah-

AUSTR.{LIAN PAINTED SNIPE Roetratula bengha1,eneia

one r*as seen several t imes along a bore drain

behind the honestead.  Possib ly  the sane b i rd was observed

standins' around the edge of a srna11 waterhole just south of

the honesteacl.

SPUR-I'\IINGED PLOVEF. Vanel'Lus miles nooaeholl 'andiae

This species vlas not comrnon but a few were seen

around the lakcs.

B.ANDED PLOVEI Vanellue tricolot

Onlv a feu Plovers were noter l ,  these a l l  be ing

around the lakes.

FXD-KNEED DOTTERBL Chanadtius cinetua

This species was quite cornrnon. Srnall parties were

frequentl.y seen arcund the lakes, including a flock of

th i r ty-one.  one stayed near the snal1 waterhole ment ionedl

above.



The Sunbird -  8 1 - Decenber 1972

RED-CAPPED DOTTEREL Charadrius alecandtinue

These Dotterels lrere very connon around the

shores  o f  the  lakes .  D isp lays  by  adu l ts  suggested  nes t ing ,

and one runnet was locate4.

BLACK-FRONTED DOTTEREL Charadrius nel,anops

This spccies vlas very conrnon rvherever there was

standing uater. There were nore than thirty at the water-

ho l .e ,  and they  were  we l l  d is t r ibu ted  around the  lakes .

ORIENTAT DOTTEREL Charadtiue aeiat ieue Derei lue

Par t ies  o f  four  and seven o f  th is  Dot te re l  were

seen on  oppos i te  shores  o f  one o f  the  lakes .  l {os t  showed

t races  o f 'b reed ing  p lunage.  The head pa t te rn  was ren in is -

cent  o f  tha t  o f  a  Go lden P lover  P luo i .aL i .e  don in ioa .  They

were easi l .y approached, and goocl views hrere obtained.

EASTERN GOLDEN PLOVER Pluoial ie dominiea

Two b i rc ls  were  seen.  (See under  Long- toed St in t . )

LITTLE GREENSHANK Ttinga etagnati l is

Along one end of one of the lakes there were

extensive areas of shal low water and mud f l .ats. Anongst

the nany waders feeding there were eight Lit t le Greenshanks.

GREENSHANK lr inga nebulari .a

Greenshanks wcre well  distr ibuted around the

lakes  in  s ing les  and pa i rs .  Larger  concent ra t ions  were

often obscrved throughout the shal lower areas and nucl f lats.

[ I0OD SANDPIPER Ir i ,nga glareola

Between two of the lakes there was a large area

of nuddy ditches and channels where one Wood Sandpiper was

often seen feetl ing. Nearby was a na?row inlet fron one of

the lakes along the shores of which were seen up to seven

of  the  sane snec ies .



The Sunbird -82 - December 1972

SHARP-TAIIED SANDPIPER CAl' idYiE AAUN''NAtA

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were connon and widely

distributed around the lakes. One flock of several thousancl

was seen.

RED-NECKED STINT CaLidri 's tufieollte

This Stint was uncoltrmon and localise<l, though

one group of about f iftY was noted.

LONG-TOED STINT CaT.idrie eubmi.nuta

one bird of this species was seen in the area of

alitches nentioned under Wood Sandpiper. It was first noticed

by nconlight, fee<ling anongst Rerl-necked Stints along one

of  the d i tches.  Because of  the poor l ight  cer ta in ident i -

f icat ion was not  possib le that  evening.  The fo l lowing

norning it was flushed fron the saure place and flew around

for nore than five ninutes before disappearing into the

distance.  Dur ing th is  t i rne i t  jo ined a f lock of  other

waders,  inc luding Golden Plovers,  Sharp- ta i led Sani tp ipers

ancl  Red-necked st in ts ,  for  a shor t  whi le .  The darker  colour-

ing,  as compared wi th Red-necked St ints '  l {as qui te ev ident .

About an hour later, the bird was again flushed fron the

sane p1ace,  but  th is  t i rne f lew only a shor t  d is tance.  Af ter

careful nanoevering by the observers, excellent views of

the whole b i rd were obta ined,  and ident i f icat ion was con-

firmed. Each tine the bird was flushed, and sonetines in

f l ight ,  i t  gave vc ice to a harsh,  unnusical  t r i l l .

BLACK-T.a.ILED GODI{IT Limoea Linoaa
A conpact f lock of twenty-three was watcheil in the

sane place where the Litt le Greenshanks were seen. They

were catefu l ly  s tudied in  fL ight  for  the possib i l i ty  of

Hudsonian Godwits Linoea haemaetica being arnongst then'

WHITE-HEADED STITT Hinantopue hinantopue

These were very conmon and widespread aroundl th€
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1akes. It lany thousands were seen feeding in vast f locks in

all shaLlow areas. Without doubt, the Stilts were the

nost nunerous Charadriiforrne seen.

AVOCET Recuntirostra nouaehollandiae
A total of about twenty Avocets were noted feeding

amongst  the St i l ts .

SOUTHERN STONE CURLEW Burhinue nagniroetnia

Two Curlews were observed flying during the day,

near the honestead,  in  open woodland.

AUSTRALIAII PMTINCOLE Sti. lt i .a ieabella
Pratincoles wer6 widespread around the lakes and

nearby stony areas. They were generally in loose flocks of

about twenty, and occasionally groups of up to a hundrod

vrere seen hawking around at considerable heights.

SILVER GULI Larus notaeholT,andiae

About two hundred Gulls were seen, nostly sitt ing

on thc water.

IVHISKERED TERN Chl,i.donias hybti.da

This species r,ras very cotnmon. The birds generall) '

noved around, feeding, in flocks of several hundred. When

studied, many of these were noterl to exhibit nuptial dress,

but they were not fcund breeding.

ITHITE-WINGED BTACK TERN Chli,donias T.euaoptera

there were at least four in tho vicinitY, trvo

being seen on each of two lakes. The first two were noted

fron a consiclerable distance feeding with Whiskered Terns.

The latter pair, however, was studied closely while resting

on the shore with about 150 Whiskered Terns. One was in

the typical. eclipse plunage with which I an fanil iar atound

Brisbane. The other showed a srnatl anount of black speck:

l ing on the unCer-wing coverts, but was othentise sittri lar.
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CASPIAN TERN Hydropnogne casPda

Snall  nunbers of this Tern were noted aroulrd al l

the  lakes  v is i ted .

GULL-BILLED TERN Stetna ni lot i .ca

L ike  the  Casp ian  Tern ,  th is  spec ies  was w ide ly

d is t r ibu ted ,  bu t  in  la rger  nunbers .

I f r  C .  CORBEN,  104 Leaor thy  St ree t ,  Ba tdon,  8 .  4065 '

* t r i * t t  * i *  i * i * * t * l

SOOTY TERN - STORM WRECK

J. S.  Rol :er tson

At Wellington Point, not far fron my hone, early

on the notn ing of  28 October 1972,  af ter  a n ight  of  wi l i l

storm, an exhausted seabird was found on the ground in a

spare allotnent. It was being harried by a dog but could

barely flop about. l '{y neighbours cane to nre to iclentify it '

Obviously it was a tern in irnnature plunage; it

was generally dark brown rvith white fleckings. After con-

paring its rneasuretnents and plumage details with nry refer-

ence books it was Listed as. an irnnature sooty Tet'n' Stetna

fusaata, internecliate in developtnent between the juveniles

o f t h e c r e c h e s t a g e o f t h e b r e e d i n g c o l . o n i e s a n d a n a d u l t .
The bird weakened progressively and died in a few hours'

After a few days in our honre fridge it becarne Specirnen Q'M'

O. 13829 in the Queensland Museun where ny identif ication

was confirmed bY D.P. Vernon.

It is stated of this species by Serventy' Serventy
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and Warhan (1971) in fiAustralian Seabirds" that 'r it is a

pelagic bircl never coning to the mainland und'er notoal con-

d i t i o n s . ' . A l s o t h a t ' ' r i n g i n g r e c o v e r i e s s h o w e d t h a t o n l y
juveni les appearei t  to  rn igrate"" '  The juveni les "" '

straggle back to the natal area fron their secon'l to their

sixth year., Thus it was understanclabLe that it is diff i-

cult to locate references giving detail 's of the changes

that occur in the plurnage during these years at seat betwegn

the init ial dispersal frorn the breeding colonies in the all

d a r k n o t t l e c t s t a g e a n d t h e s l e e k a c t u l t b i r d s w h i c h r e t u r n '
black above and whitc below'

The details of this specirnen were l lsted in ny

F ie ld  Book  as :  -

"Length 562 mn; wing 287 mm; wingspan 880 nn; tail

deepLy forked, central pair 84 mln; outers t22 rw;

tatsus 24 rnrn; middle toe and claw 30 rnnr; hind toe and

claw B mm; fully webbed on three toes; culnen 34 nn'

Bi11,  legs and feet  a l l  b lack '

Above, generally dark brown; feather tips of

nantle' back, runp, tail ancl wing coverts all t ipped

whi te,  g iv ing nrot t led ef fect ;  on uPper sur face of

extendeit wing the white covert t ips give a series of

seven white l ines vatying fron one.to three nn wide'

The upper edge of the folded wing fron the cat?al

joint to the body when viewed frorn above shows white

as are the underwing contour feathers' Around the

eye a darker patch, particularly on lores' but this

only shows when viewetl from sone aspects '

Chin against  b i l '1  l ighter ,  near  whi te '  A l f

under surface fron chin to near legs brown' but paler

t h a n a b o v e . T h i s b r o w n i s b a s i c a l l y o f f e a t h e r t i p s



The Sunbird - 8 6 - Decenber 1972

as the s l ightest  ruf f l ing shows the whi te beneath

the surface fi lm of brown' An area of four cn dia-

rnetet centrally about legs, alnost pure white' Under-

taiL coverts oale greY/brovrn'

Unclerwing nainly alnost white, rnerging to grey

margins,  darker  on secondar ies where these pro ject

20 nrn beyond coverts when wing is opened' Sharp

line between white coverts and dark secondaries '

Pr inar ies a l l  dark,  near  l r1ack above'  except

shafts which are white on underside only' With the

wings folded the prii iaries exiend about 4 cn beyonil

the t ips of  the longest  ta i l  feathers. ' '

A check with the Bureau of Meteorology showecl

that at the relevant t irne there was an intense anti-cyclone'

l o c a t e c t i n B a s s S t r a i t a r e a , w h i c h p r o d u c e d h i g h w i n d s
blowing generally from the vicinity of Lord Howe Islancl

towards south-east Queensland' Cyclone "Bebe" was ilanaging

t 1 1 t .

It is further stated by Serventy' Serventy ancl

Warhan that "birds ringed at Lorit Howe Islanit have been re-

covered on the east  coast  of  Austra l ia . ' '  Thus th is  could

be st i1 l  another  b i rd f rorn that  area '

I  an indebted to D'P '  Vernon,  orn i iho logis t  at

the Queensland Museurn, for the identity check' and also the

i n f o r n a t i o n t h a t t h e r e a r e t w o o t h e r s p e c i n e n s o f t h i s s p e c i e s
in conparable plurnage already held in the coLlection there'

One of these imrnature Sooty Tern specinens was obtained in

1962 fron Ina1a, and the seconC in 1963 frorn Shorncliffe'

Both these s i tes are in  the Br isbane area '

Mr J. S. ROBERTSON, t 'Ie?ete't 
" 

7L I 'tatenloo St ' '  l ' lel l i 'ngton

P o i n t '  8 '  4 1 6 0 '  
* i * * * G * t * * * ! t * t * t * * * *
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S H O R T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

POSSIBLE SIGIT RECORD OF THE

NIGHT PARROT GEOPSI??ACUS OCCIDEN?ALTS

Ir{r l{ark Davidson of Clontarf has passed to me a

sight  record of  a pai r  of  parrots,  which i t  seens possib le

could be referable to th is  specios.  The locat ion was

approxirnatety L20 kilonetres west of Charlevil le, between

Yarranvale and Bierbank stations, on a stony ridge tinbered

r+ith scrubby Mulga Aeae'ia aneura with scattered termite

ncunds.

One b i rd was fo l lowed;  i t  kept  running ahead,

and hiding in the grass and stones every few ninutes.

Very reluctantly, it f lushed, but f lew only about 20 nettest

dropping back into sone rough scrubby cover. It could not

be located again.

Fron what  1 i t t1e is  known of  the b i rd,  th is  1o-

cat ion and habi tat  apDear sui table.  Fai r ly  large areas of

spin i fex ex is t ,  both to the east  and west .

Orni thologis ts  t ravel l ing th is  very in terest ing

stretch of  road betvreen Char lev i l le  and Qui lp ie should

watch for  th is  b i rd.  0ther  notable rece.nt  s ight ings in

the sane general alea are the Grey Falcon Falco hgpoleuaos,

Black Falcon Faleo eubniger, and the Cinnamon Quail-Thrush
Ci,neloe ona cinnamomeum.

Mr A.C.  CA}.4ERON, tRoekuoodt ,  Chi ,nehi l la ,  QueensLand t1473.

* i i i  t * * t * t * l * * t * i *  * i
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CALLS OF THE FUSCOUS HONEYEATER

The Fuscous Honeyeatet Meliphaga fueea is conmon

in the Inverell district of northern New South Wales, whote

i ts  ca l . ls  are a dai ly  d.e l ight .

l , { r  S.A.  Parker  (Parker  1971,  Sunbird 2(3)  z4L-47.)

quot ing Br igadier  H.R.  Of f icer  (p.45) ,  in terprets the song

as tar ig-ar ig-a- taw-tawr.  This is  not  the typ ical  song

here.  I t  is  rar igar  fo l lowed by four  to s ix  r tawr.  The
rar  is  shor t  and sof t ;  f r ig '  sharply  accentedl  r tawr a

dimin ishing br ight  chuckle,  e ight- to- the-bar .  Fron the

f i rs t  sLeepy 'ar iga- taw-tawr to the goodnight  t r i l l ,  no

song contnenced with a clouble tarig'. As l lr Parker was

writing of. M. f. eubgernana, a possible race variation in

voice is indicated. Ihring aggressive behaviour in spring,

the opening rnay be one sharp 'r igr but the chuckle is pro-

longed,  wi th increasing tenpo,  to a ro11 of  s ix  to th i r ty

n o t e s .

'Ar ig '  and tar igar  are both used as contact  ca l ls .

l ly  notes suggest  'chee chicka '  -  is  th is  the 'pee pr ickal

o f  M iss  A .C .M.  Gr i f f i n  (Gr i f f i n  1972 ,  Sunb i rd  3 (2 ) :26 '28 )?
'Chi t r ,  b i t ter -sweet ,  in  rapid succession is  the a larn cal l

o f  the species.  A s ingle warning fch i t '  in te?rupts.  defen-

s i ve  songs .

Short phrases progress in norry roirnds when

wandering parties gather sweet scale insects fron apple-

box trees Euealyptus btidgeeiana in autunur.

l , !s  MERLE BALDII IN,  Gi 'Lgai ,  o ia fntere l l '  N.S.r l ,  2360,

*  * r t t * t t r * *  r t  t t * * t t i



T?re Sunbird - 8 9 - Decenber 1972

BANDED PLOVER IN THE I{OTJNT ISA AREA, T97I/72

Banded Pl.over VanelT,ue tt icolor are nornally

present on the plains south of the ! 'tount Isa ranges. San

Carruthers (unpublished) in a l ist prepared before leaving

Mount Isa in 1968, l ists the Banded Plover as a nonadic

vagrant, sighted outside the imnediate l i lount Isa area in

l . larch 1967,  and one f lock of  s ix  b i rds wi th in the area in

Decenber 1964.  Slater ,  in  h is  F ie ld Guide to Austra l ian

Birds,  shows the b i rd as a nonadic v is i tor  to  th is  area

and as breeding below the Tropic of  Capr icorn.

In l . tay 1970 and 1971,  b i rd observat ion t r ips to

Dajarra anC Boulia inil icated a very srna11 Banded Plover

population, undoubtedly owing to the drought conditions

prevaiJ. ing at  or  pr ior  to  those t ines.

However, prolongecl rains in l{arch and April of

1971 and continuing showers throughout the rest of that

year naintained wet, boggy conditj.ons on the southern

pl .a ins for  the rest  of  the 1971 season'  but  resul ted in

good grass cover  over  the p la ins for  th is  season.

On 21 and 28 November 1971,  f ive Bandecl  Plover

were s ighted on the wide,  grass covered verge of  Lake Moon-

darra adjacent to the Spring Creek in1et. These were not

s ighted on v is i ts  to  th is  area on 7 SePtenber,  27 Decernber

1971,  and 20 February 1972.  Sin i lar  feeding areas extend

for many miles arounC the lake foreshores, but subsequent

sightings have al.ways been in this 1oca1ity. It would

appeat that the birds were present only for a short t ine

in Novenber 1971.

In February 1972, extensive and very heavy rain-

falLs occurred to the south and east of Mount Isa (but
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only four inches 1oca1ly) anC the plains at Dajarra and

Boulia were flooded for a l-ong period.

On 12 l '{arch t972 I sighted a pair of Banded Plover

in the Spring Creek locality on the Lake. On ten subse-

quent visits up to the tirne of writ ing (17 July) ' up to

ten Banded Plover have been sighted on each visit. On

9 and 22 April, four chj,cks were sighted and on 6l,tay, two

were caught and banded.

Visits to the Dajarra area on 50 April and 6 May

1972 showed that the Banded Plover had returned to this

area in sorne nunbers and about seventy birds were noted on

each trip, with about thirty birds being sighted in one

flock approximateLy fifty kilonetres south of the Mount

Isa ranges. These birds were also breeding and seven

runners were caught by hand and banded.

Weather and seasonal variations are such in this

inland area that there does not appear to be such a thing

as a "nornal year". Cornparison of bircl movenents fron

year to year frequently only reflects the long tern weathet

pattern and not necessarily a change j.n bird distribution.

The above records are of interest but probably only re-

flect bird opportunisn

t l r  B ILL  HORTON,  P.0 .  Bos  614,  Mount  lea ,  Queene land 4825.

t *  * * t * * * * * i i a * * t t t t  i
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AN OBSERVATION OF THE DISTRACTION DISPLAY
OF THE GIBBER-BIRD

While travell ing through the Pl.anet Downs Statlon ;

property on 20 July 1969 I was fortunate to observe the
dist rat ion d isplay of  the Gibber-b i rd Aehbyia lopent le.
The area is situatecl 71 kilornetres south-east of Betoota tn
south-west QueensLand. We hail been driving through this
vast open unduLating gibber country when we stopped at ltr l i [.

l{alking about just off the road we noticed a
pipit-sizetl brown bird crawling over and through the
gibbers at our feet. The bird crawled along in a crouched
position with wings spread and drooped close to the ground;
its Legs were not visible. As it moved along it f lopped
over Large gibbers, its body roll. ing fronr side to side
with its wings spread. After a tine it stopped and turned
to face us. The bird then wobbLed its head and displayed
its warn, yellow coloured breast feathers. As a final show
of aggression i t  f lu f fed aL1 i ts  breast  feathers to thei r
ful. lest extent towards us. This display lastecl for approx-
inately one ninute, untiL one of our group moved towards
the bird. It f lew nine netres away to perch in an upriglrt
stance on a large gibber. Then, after f lying in a large
circle around us, i.t carne back and perched on a gibber
stone near to its nest, which we later formd. There it
sang a sharp,  c lear ,  twhi t t  ca l1,  n ine t ines before f ly ing
ou t  o f  s i gh t .

After a search we found the nest. The Gibber-bird
nust  have ran 2.5 metres f ron the nest  before star t ing l ts
display. The nest was cup shaped and set in a depresslon ln
the ground under a tussock of Flinders Grass. The depres-
sion was line<l with dry grass and fine rootlets. f ire
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measurenents we took of the nest were 572 rnn wide and 381 m
deep.  I t  conta ined two eggs a l though McGi l l  (1920) repor ts
that the usual cl.utch is three. The eggs were very paLe
pi.nk with reddish brown spots on the larget end.

McGi l l  (1970) g ives the habi tat  of  the Gibber-
b i rd as " the Low ra infa l1,  sern i -deser t  par ts  of  east-centra l
Australia on the recl soil plains where the grass is short
and the doninant  features are the g ibber  s tones.r '  I ts  d is t r i -
but.ion is given as "extTeme south-central Northern Territory,
far south-western Queenslancl and north-western New South
Wales;  a brcad area across nor th-eastern South Austra l ia ,
south to near the Murray River.r '

There had been recent good rains in this area
and green shoots were evident. The area is an arid one
and the b i rds had star ted to breed af ter  the ra in.  Breeding
records (McGiL1, 1970) cover the period between l ' !ay and
October.

The Gibber-bird has an especial appeal. to ne
although I have had only very l itt le opportunity to cbserve
it. Nature always seems to find sorne type of Life to nake
use of  even the most  ar id  areas;  and to see th is  srnal l
b i rd b lending in to th is  vast ,  sh imrner ing g ibber  p la in has
never ceased to fasc inate me.

REFERENCE

McGILL, A. R. 1970. .A-ustraLian Warblers . Melbourne: The
Bird Observers Club.

Mr l , t .  UILSON, P.0.  Boc 483,  Dalby,  eueensland 4405.

* t * * * i * *  * *  * *  * *  i * i * * t
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T'NUSUALLY COIOURED WHITE -THROATED WARDTER

An unusually coloured white-throated Warbler

Gerggone o l ioacea was seen at  Logan Reserve,  south-east

Queenslancl on 26 October 1972.

DESCRIPTION:
Upperparts generally - greyish lrrown, tail with

dark subterninal band and tipped white, off-white frontsl

eye-st r ipe,  throat  whi te,  wrderpar ts  pale yel low'  a lnost

white undertail, grey smudge on ventral. area and a broad

black breast  banC. Bi l l  anr l  feet  grey/b lack.

The black band was approxinately ten rnn wii le on

the lower breast so that the underparts colour sequence

was:-  whi te throat ,  ye l low upper breast ,  b lack band and

yel low be1ly.

The bird was in a farnily party with three other

warblers, consisting of another adult with normal plunage

and tr.ro fully f ledged young in their uniform yellowish

plurnage. The two adults were very active in providing

food for the young; the black banded individual was heard

to sing snatches of the nornal song, but nbst utterances

of the group seened to be soft, l isping, one syl1ab1e notos

which I assurne were feeding and/or contact calls.

The birds were seen again on Novenber 2, 6 arnd 7

when the sighting was verif ied by lry wife, and again on 9

and 10 Novenber, and 11 November when the bird was seen by.

B. and J. l{organ and P. and D. Dawson. At this tine the

bird was seen tc have a yellow fleck in the black band.

The warbler was seen yet again cn 20 Novenier,

s t i1 l  c lose to the house,  s t i1 l  feeding yowrg.  In  the n ine

days since last seen, the ye11ow had spread through the
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black banC, and the yellow underparts had C'eepened in

colour. Only a small area of broken black renained of the

or ig inal  ban<l ,  as i t  was s lowLy noul . t ing out .

Chisholn (1971.  Austra l ian Bi rdwatcher  4(1)  :1)

repor ts  a Whi te- throated WarbLer wi th a b l .ack band separ-

ating the white throat frorn the yellow underparts, fton

Chinchi l la ,  Quoensland.

Mr IVAN REYNOLDS, El,eeset Road, Logan Reae?oe' Qtd. 4205.

t * * i  t * t *  * *  * i * t  i * t i  * i t  *

L I T E R A T U R E

THE HAND3OOK OF AUSTP,ALIAN SEA-BIRDS by D.L. Serventy, V.

Serventy ,  an t l .  J .  I {a rhan.  253pp,  6  na ls ,  122 photographs

anc l  d ia rqrams,  15  coL.  p ls . .  Pub l ished by  A.H.  0  A .W.  Reed

Pty  L td ,  Sydney 1971.

Few rvho have traversed the oceans can fai l  to have

been attracted by the birds which frequent then, often far

fron 1and, and be fascinated by the ease with which they

have masterec l  th is  ha ' r i ta t  in  a l l  i t s  moods. .  But  none

h a s  y e t  s u c c e e d e d  i n  u s i n f l  t h e ' c r a d l e  o f  t h e  d e e p ' t o

nur tu re  i t s  young.  Sea-b i rds  nus t  cone to  land to  nes t ,

and do so sometines vri th apparent reluctance, when they

sneak in after dark anC leave befote dann, or remain al l

day hit lden in lrurrovrs. Others cut short their neriod of

Conestici ty by fattenins nestl ings and leaving thern to fend

for  thernse lves  un t i l  ab le  to  f lY .

In  sp i te  o f  the i r  fasc ina t ion  sea-b i rds  a re  ra ther

neo lcc tec l  in  res iona l  b i rd  books .  Of ten  they  are  on ly
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listed if they bree.l, which may lre on remote and. l i tt le

kncwn is lands,  where they are br ief  v is i tors;  or  i f  they

are found as unat t ract ive je tsam on occan beaches.  But

others which occur comnonly and for long r:eriods alnost
wi th in s ight  of  1and.  nay not  be inc luded.  I looks on sea-

bi rds are few and i t  is  a notable achievcnent  that  orn i -

thological. l i terature shoutd be enhanced by a volune ilevoted

to  Aus t ra l i an  snec ies .

There are d leta i led accounts of  over  100 species
in the nain systematic section. A few corrnorants anCl terrrs

scarcely  qual i fy  as sea-bi rds but  i t  vould t le  a p i ty  to

spl i t  fan i l ies by omit t ing them. Inforrnat ion is  arranged
under var ious subheads:-  'F ie lc l  Characters and General
Hab i t s r ,  t l l easu renen ts r ,  r s ta tus t  r  t l { i g ra t i on r  r  tVo i ce t ;

tD i s - I ay t ,  tB reed . i ng t r  tEnen ies  and  Mor ta l i t y r r  tB reed ing

Dist r ibut ionr  -  not  a l l  o f  which are used for  each speeies.

There is an inoortant secticn of text following rl ' leasure-

nentsr  which n ight  be the bet ter  of  a sul lhead to guide read-

ers to the k ind of  in fornat ion i t  conta ins.  This is  par-

t icu lar ly  in format ive and interest ing;  the in f luence cf

winC force on the ef fect ive feeding of  species . l ike
gannets and cornorants; an estinate that Pied Cornorants

excreted 80: tons of guano per annum in the Shark Bay area

of  Western Austra l ia ,  wi th Pel icans adCing another  15 tons;

and many other  i tens of  th is ,nature.

As wel l  as the systemat ic  account  there are

int roductory sect ions deal inn wi th: -  (1)  fGeography of

Austra l . ian Sea-bi rds ' ,  which puts Austra l ian seas and the

species f requent inq them into oerspect ive in  re lat ion to

cther  seas,  especia l ly  the southern oceans;  (2)  tThe Sea-

bi rd Fauna' ,  which Ceta i ls  the categor ies and b io logy of

Austra l ian sea-bi lds,  the la t ter ,  fo t  exanple,  wi th a fu l1
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account of recent research on how birds, unlike shipwrecked

sai lors,  can dr ink sea water  and surv ive;  an in terest ing

comnar ison of  the shape of  cer ta in b i l ls ,  as in  petre ls t

with a forcep designed as for picking up instrunents fron

a ster i l is ing bath;  and nany others;  (3)  rResearch on

Austra l ian Sea-bi rc ls '  :  (4)  tSea'b i rd Conservat ion Problerns

in Austra l iar ,  a  subject  very much in the n inds of  Austra l -

ians in  a l l  walks of  l i fe  at  the present  t ime.

This is  not  just  another  anaemic b i rd book of

pret ty  p ic tures to grace the cof fee table,  a l ' though i l lus-

trations there are in plenty, but a full-bl 'ooded account

of  every aspect  of  the b io logy of  the species inc luded.  I t

is written with the authority to be expected fron authors

whose writ ings and scientif ic studies are well known anong

uor ld orn i thologis ts .  I t  is  a r ich source of  reference

infornat ion and inteTest ing reading at  any t ine.

.  J .  D.  l lacdonald
t i * t * * * * i * * i t t * * * i * t t

REQUEST FOR INFORI.{ATION

Inforrnat ion is  so l ic i tec l  f ron Q.O.S.  nenbers con-

cerning any of the follor't ing aspects of the comntral roosts

of the Comnon Myna Aeei'dothetee trietie: (1) the Locality

o f  r oos t s ,  ( 2 )  t he  s i zes  o f  r oos t s  - -  e i t he r ' abso lu te  o r

est i rnated numbers,  (5)  the st ructure(s)  ut i l ized,  e.g.  paln

t ree,  eucalypt ,  or  bui ld ing,  (4)  the age of  the roosts,  and

(5)  the other  species of  b i rds occupying the same roosts.

This infortnation wiI '1 supplenent data already

collectecl and wil l lre used in the forrnulation of general

staternents on the nature of l,tyna roosts fQr.a forth-Coning

paDet. The appropriate acknowledgenents wil l gladly bo nacle'

lr{r Janes J. Counsilnanr: Zoolog)t Departnent'

Univers i ty  of  Queensland,  St .  Lucia,  Q.4067.


