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The first Bird Count organised by the eueensland Ornithological
Soc ie t y  was  he ld  i n  Janua ry ,  1972  (Sunb i rd  3 (2 ) :  28 -33 ) .  i t r e
weather was hot and, wet, and the count waa not as gucceEgful as
had been expected. .  For th is reason, i t  was i lec ided to hold
subsequent counts in October.

The rules adopted for the count held on 15 October, 1972 ate
sununari.zed below:

(i) The area surveyed $ras contained within a circle of
8Okm (50 mi les)  radius,  centred approximate).y on Br isbane ( the
centre actually chosen was near Darra, a south-rf,estern suburb
o f  t he  c i t y ) .  See  F igu re  1 .

(ii) Individual teams worked smaller areas within this
c i rc le;  these areas rdere determined, in part ,  according to con-
venience,  but ,  as a guide,  each team worked wi th in a c i rc le of
about 25km (15 miLes) radius,  or  an area roughly equal  in s izL
to this. There was no overlap of areas surveyed bt individual
teamg.

(iii) Each team consisted of no fewer than three individuals
and (nominally) no more than five. Individual teams were ex-
pected to work as units, rrrith members maintaining contact
throughout the Eurvey.

' (iv) Sight record.s were confirmed by at least two membera
of  a teani  ident i f icat ions based on cal l  were conf inned by at
Least three memberg.

Seven teams participated in the count. The total survey area
and the areaa covered by the individual teatns are shown in Fig-
ure 1. The weather on the day of the count was fine and warm,
r"tith only light winds. Little rain had fallen for some tine
prior to the count, and many areaa were very dry; aII of the
Spicerrs cap area had been burned out  by bu-hf i ies,  and f i res
were burning in nany other areas.
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A total  of  24L species was recorded for  the count,  a l though a
number of species which are not unconmon in the area were not
seen. Some notable omissions r , /ere Great  Knot,  Green-winged
Pigeon, Wonga Pigeon, and Noisy Pi t ta.  Observat ions of  a num-
ber of  other species such as crass Whist l ing Duck,  SwamP Har-
r ier ,  Banded Plover,  B1ack-ta i led Godwit ,  Red-crowned Pigeon,
Vlhite-headed Pigeon, Rose Robin, and Brown Treecreeper could
reasonably have been expected.

of  the 241 specieE noted,  only 45 were recorded in aI1 seven
areas.  About one th i rd of  these 45 species were bi rds normal ly
associated with swamps or lagoons, anal most others were birds
which are fairly conspicuous (agr. Laughing Kookaburra, Welcome
Swal low, Magpie Lark,  Black-backed Magpie ) ,  or  which have dis-
t inct ive cal ls  (  eg.  Rainbow Bee-eater '  whi te- throated warbler ,
RufouE Whist ler ,  Black-headei l  Pardalote) .  There were 46
species which were noted by one team only.

A broad range of habitats was included in the count; freshwater
(swamps, lagoons,  creeks),  grassland,  ani l  oPen forest  were

covered by al l  teams. Coastal  habi tats were incLui led in Areas
L,  2,  3 and 5,  whiLst  Areas 4,  6 and 7 (and part  of  5)  covered
the dr ier  regj .ons to the west .  Al though rain forest  occurs in
several  of  the areas,  i t  r^ tas only at  Mt.  Tambor ine and Cunning-
hamrs Gap that  th is habi tat  was adequately surveyed.

The teams which participated are aletailed below:
A rea  f :  G .  Ha r r i s ,  G .  Leach ,  M .  Sanke r

Total  species recorded: 110
Species recorded only in Area 1:  Brolga,  Wander ing Tat t ler

A rea  2 :  B .  Mo rgan ,  K .  &  K .  Tay lo r ,  D .  wa t son
Total  species recorded: 141
species recorded only in Area 2:  Marsh crake,  Pied oyster-
catcher,  Large Sand Dotterel ,  Knot ,  Broad-bi l ]ed Sandpiper,
Cotilnon Tern, Oriental Cuckoo

Area 3:  T.  Dcvaney,  M. Ha$rken,  N.  Hopkins,  E.  Mccul loch
Total  species recorded: 96

Area  4 :  R .  B rown ,  C .  Co rben ,  G .  I ng ram '  D .  M iL l e r
Total  species recorded: 139

- Species recorded only in Area 4:  Pink-eared Duckr col lared
Sparrowhawk, Glossy Black cockatoo,  Singing BuEhlark,  Ground
Cuckoo-shr ike,  Cicada-bird,  Brown Songlark,  L i t t le  Thornbi l l ,
Plum-headed Finch,

A rea  5 :  H .  B r i ggs ,  P .  &  D .  Dawson ,  J .  Ebb l i nghaus ,  I .  Reyno lds
Total  species recorded: 147
Species recorded onfy in Area 5!  OsPrey,  Brush Turkey,  L i t t le
Quai I ,  Spectacled Flycatcher,  Whi te-eared Flycatcher

Area 6:  G. Czechura,  G. Roberts
Total  species recorded: 140
specles recorded only in Area 6: Iloary-headed Grebe, Great
Ciesteit Grebe, Grey GoEhawk, Peregrine Falcon, King Quail,
YeLlow-tai leit Black Cockatoo, I{hite-cheeked Honeyeater
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A r e a  7 :  D .  P e r k i n s ,  R .  &  T .  S o t h m a n ,  R .  F .  &  M .  T h o r n t o n
Total  species recorded: 148
Species recor i led only in Area 7:  Crested Hawk, l lusk Lor ikeet ,
King Parrot ,  Red-rumped Parrot ,  L i t t le  Cuckoo-shr ike,  Aust-
ra l ian cround-thrush,  spot ted ouai l - thrush,  Yel low-throated
Scrub-wren,  Rufous Fantai I ,  Red-browed Treecreeper,  White-
eared Honeyeater, Yellorr-tufted Honeyeater, White-naped
Honeyeater,  Bel l  Miner,  Red watt lebird,  Paradise Ri f lebird.

The only aspect of the data presenteCl which warrants detailed
comment is the large number of White-browed and Masked Vlood-
swallows recorded. These species are comparatively rare in
south-east gueensland, but there was a large influx around the
t ime of  the count.  On 26 August  1972, P.  Slater  noted a f lock
of approximately 2000 White-browed Wood-swallows at Moggill,
a south-western suburb of Brisbane. A week later, on 2 Sept-
ember,  a f lock of  at  least  600 of  these bi rds was observed in
the Cooloola area (about 160kn north of  Br isbane),  feeding on
the nectar from flowering grass-trees, fantlto"?loa laetile,
( I ng ram,  G .  1972 .  Sunb i rd  3 (3 )  :  64 -65 ) .

On 8 Octobet L972, D. Perkins noted several hundred White-browed
and about ten Masked Wood-swallows in the area east of Spicerrs
Gap. These bi rds had not  been present a week ear l ier  when R.
Sothman had carried out a detailed survey of the same area.
During the count, on 15 October, large numbers of both Vlhite-
browed and Masked wood-6r,ra11ovrs were again seen eaat of Spic-
er 's  Gap and Cunningham's Gap and also in the Logan Reserve
area. At Logan Reserve, the numbers of the tno dpecies were
approximately egua1, but around Spicer's Gap, Ittasked Wood-
swa11ow6 greatly outnumbered White-browed. A later report from
E.L. Greenup indicates that large numbers of Sfhite-browed and
Masked wood-swaLlows were noted on the cranite Belt (about 140km
south-weEt of  Br isbane) on 17 October 1972.

From these records it appears that the abnormally large nurnbers
of these wood-swallows recorded during the count may have been
due to notnadic novements associated with their usual southrrard
migrat ion,  around Septenber.

The fo l lowing l is t  g ives detai ls  of  the s ight ings made in each
of the seven survey areas.  Names fo l low CSIRO, 1969 (An index
of  Austra l ian Bird Names. Divn of  Wi ld l i fe Res.  Tech.  Paper
No. 20).  Where nest ing act iv i ty  was noted an aster isk has been
placed beside the name of the species. The small numbers of
many species ref lect  the di f f icul ty  of  cover ing an area of  th is
s ize wi th so few people.  Undoubtedly,  more people wi l l  be
avai lable to part ic ipate in future years,  which should resul t  in
a more adequate survey. It is alco hoped that it will prove
possib le to incLude the of f -shore is lands in future surveys,
thus adding several  species of  sea-birds.
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LIST OF SPECIES

Area Alea Alea Area Area A:iea Area Total
L 2 3 4 5 6 7

14 7 t0 44 23 59 105 262
0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3
0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3
O I L 7 6 L 2 L 1 5 1 I 5
0 0 1 5 0 1 1 3 2 0

*Litt le crebe
Hoary-headed crebe
Great Crested Grebe
Australian Pelican
Black Comorant

little Black Comorant
Pied Comorant
Little Pied Cortnorant

rDuter

t{hite-necked Heron

I 1 7 2 3 0
2 0 2 0 0
1 1 r 0 3 1 4
1 0 6 3
2 0 4 1 5

L4 314
2 6

20 13
r t t

3 4

o

1 9
I
3

378
72
90
31
31

19 20 6 13 25 !2 20 115
1 1 r 0 0 0 0 0 L 2
3 4 3 3 1 0 2 2 0 5 1 0 4

1 8 3 1 0 3 2 s 6 4 6 9
9 6 L 2 L 2 2 2 3

white-faced Heron
Mangrove Heron
Cattle Egret
White Egret
Litt le Egret

3 5 0 2 4 4 2 2 9 1 8 6 L 7 2
0 9 0 1 0 2 0 1 2
0 3 0 1 0 0 0 4
0 0 2 0 1 0 0 3

24 50 40 33 22 23 I  193

Pltlttleal Egret
Nankeen Night Heron
Litt le Bittern
Jabiru
Ithite Ibis

Straw-necked Ibis
ci.obsy Ibis
Royal Spoonbill
Yellow-biued SpoonbiU

*Black Swan

13 I I07 100 68 2
4 4 3 5 1 1 5 0

2 4 6 6 4 1 1 . 7 L 6
0 0 2 L 3 3 1
8 9 4 r L 7 r 3 0 9 0

I
0
5
3

L'l

306

133
31

3L2

Black Duck
Grey Teal
Chestnut TeaI
Pink-ealed Duck
vfhite-eyed Duck

13 22 LOg 300 23L
3 105 25 52L 18
o 2 5 2 3 8 0 0
0 0 0 8 0
0 0 8 7 0 1 8

95 37 806
83 15 770
0 0 L 2 a
0 0 8

15 0 lll

0 0. 0 50 l0 25 168 253
3 7 2 4 7 7 5 t 8 8 9
0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
3 2 3 0 4 0 0 L 2
2 5 2 1 0 2 5 2 2 9

t{ood Duck
Black-shouldered Kite
Crested Harrk
Red-backedl Sea EagLe

tvlhistling Eagle
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LIST OT SPECIES (CONTINUED)

Area Area Area Area Area llrea Area Total'

L 2 3 4 5 6 7

o o 0 0 0 l o r
0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3
o o 0 r o 0 0 l
0 0 0 1 1 1 3 6
0 0 0 1 0 0 2 3

crey GostEwk
Australian coshawk
Collared sparrowhawk
wetlge-taileal Eagle
white-breastedl sea Eagle

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3
1 5 1 9 8 2 a 1 1 2 0 L 6 4
0 0 0 5 0 1 0 6

OEprey
Peregrine Fa1con
Litt le Falcon
Nankeen Kestrel
Brom Hatdk

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
0 0 0 2 0 2 0 4
0 5 0 1 3 0 5 1 1 3 4
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
1 0 0 0 4 0 0 5

Btush Turkey
stubble Quail
Brown Quail
King Quail
Painteal guail

Litt le Quail
B!olga
Bandeal Ianalrail
l,larsh crake
Dusky Moorhen

0 l
U D

0 4

3 391

0 0 0 0 1 0
6 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 L 2
o 2 0 0 0 0

16 9 69 198 50 46

*Eastern Swamphen
Coot
Lotus Biral
Pieal oyst6rcatcher
spur-wingeal Plover

L4 197 154 33 470 106 52 1026
o 3 52 92 L76 209 5 537
0 4 2 2 L 4 0 0 2 2
0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 3

18 I 10 38 29 34 15 L52

0 5 3 1 6 9 r 0 3 4
0 5 3 1 6 9 1 0 3 4

6 0 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 7 9
0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0
0 0 2 2 2 0 9 4 3 7

Redl-kneed Dotterel
Real-capped Dotterel
Mongolian Sand Dotterel
Large sand Dottetel
Black-fronted Dotterel

Eastern Golden Plover
Turnstone
Japanese Snipe
tlhirf,brel
Eastern Cullew

3  2 3  1 3  1 1  7 .  0
3 L 2 0 0 0 0
r 5 3 3 1 5 r
8 4 0 1 3 0 0 0

3 0 3 0 6 0 1 1 0

0 5 7
0 1 5
o 2 a
0 6 1
o 7 7
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LIST OF SPECIES (CONUNUED)

Area Alea Area Area llrea Area Area Total
L 2 3 4 5 5 7

0 8 5 0 4 0 0 0 6 2
1 0 2 0 2 0 0 5
6 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 6
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

4 0 1 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 7 7

Litt le creenshank
GreenslEnk
Grey-tailed Tattler
wandering Tattler
Terek sandpiper

l(not
sharp-tailed sandpiper
Red-necked Stint
Curlehr Sandpiper
Bloail-biLled sand,piper

0 1 8 0 0 0
60 38 106 1537 L2
8 1 5 5 4 1 0
6 2 8 8 0
0 1 0 0 0

0 0 1 8
7 0 L760
0 0 7 a
0 0 2 4
0 0 1

Bar-tailed codwit
white-headed sti lt
Avocet
Southern Stone Curlew
silver cull

4 1 0 4 5 A 2 0 0 0 0 5 3 7
r45 70 27 r89 4A 15 !2 506

3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 5
0 0 0 2 0 4 0 6

6 6 3 4 1 3 1 0 3 0 0 2 3 4

whiskered Tern
Caspian Tern
Gull-bil led Tern
Comon Teln
Litt le Tern

0 3 0 4 3 1 0 1 1
o 2 1 0 0 0
2 1 0 0 0 1 7 0
0 1 5 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 5 0 0 3 0

2 6 9
0 3
3 3 2
0 150
0 1 8

crested Tern
Wompoo Pigeon
Topknot Pigeon
Dornestic Pigeon
BrorYn Pigeon

0
0

6 5 2 0 0
0 0 0 1 7
0 0 0 1 2
2 7 2 7 2
0 0 0 1 7

0 0 6 1
0 r 1 8
1 0 1 3
7 2 5 0
1 0 1 8

Spotted Turtledove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Peaceful Dove
Comnon Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon

5 0 3 0 0
r 1 4 L 2 1 1 1
L I 6 I O T J

0 1 6  1 1 5
1 6 1 2 0 2 4 2 2

20
. 3 9

> I

23
146

3 9
0 0
o L 2
0 0

1 4 0

Rainbow Lorikeet
Scaly-breasted Lrikeet

*Musk Lorikeet
LittLe Lorikeet
Yellow-taileal Black cockatoo

9 . 0 1 5 1 0 1 1 9 9 1
3 4 L 2 L 9 3 L 4 8 2 5 5
0 0 0 0 0 1 7 L 7
0 0 2 L 3 3 2 5 5 2
0 0 0 0 2 0 2

37
!2
0
0
o
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LIST OF SPECIES (CONTINUED)

Area Area Area Area Area Area Area Total
L 2 3 4 5 6 7

Glossy Black Cockatoo
Sulptrur-crested Cockatoo
calah
cockatiel.
King Palrot

5
3 5

114

0 0 0 5 0
0 0 0 3 1  1
0 0 2 2 0
0 s 0 8 6 0
o 0 0 0 0

0 0
0 3
0 1 1
a L 2
0 1 4

0 0 0 0 1 8 0 1 3 3 1
0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 L

1 1 6 2 ] - 7 5 5 2 L 3 7 L 4 9
0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Clinson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Pale-heaaledl Rosella
Red-ruped Parlot
Oriental Cuckoo

0 3 4 0 1 0 2 3 2 2
L 2 0 0 0 0 7 r 0
0 1 0 0 6 0 0 7
0 3 1 0 0 1 0 5
o 2 0 0 8 1 2 t 3

Pallid cuckoo
Bruah cuckoo
Santailed cuckoo
Horsfieldl Bronze Cuckoo
colden Bronze Cuckoo

Rufous-breasted Bronze Cuckoo
r(oel
channel-bil led cuck@
Pheasant Coucal
Boobook Owl

0 1 0 0 0
0 1 1  A l l
0 3 3 0 0 I 0
1 1 7 5 1 0 0
0 1 o 7 2

2

43
41
10

0 1

0 0

0 0

0 0 0 2 1 1 0 4
0 1 0 1 1 0 3 6
0 0 0 1 0 4 0 5
0 0 0 5 0 3 0 8

1 6 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 9

Barn Owl
tTamy Frogmouth

owlet-Nightjar
white-thrcateal Nightjar
spine-tailed swift

Azule Kingfishe!
Iaughing Kookaburra
Sorest Kingfisher

*Sacred KingfiEher
Mangrove Kingfisher

L 2
13 10

o 2
11 l0

3 4

0 1 0 0 0 4
4 13 37 23 32 L32
1 0 5 2 0 1 0
4 9 2 7 2 0 1 0 9 1
1 0 2 0 0 1 0

129
I J 6

2
20
I

3 3 3 62 25 ' ts  18
4 1 3 4 9 2 2 4 1 6 5
0 0 0 0 1 0 1
0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 3 5 0 0

Rainbow Bee-eater
Dollar-bi!d
Albert LtEebirdl
stngtng Bushlalk
Wtrite-backed SrlaLlow
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LIST OF SPECIES (CONTINI'ED)

Area Area Area Area Area Ar€ Area Total
L a 5 { t b I

501
545
782

59
2

2e r53 20 130 a2 68 20
0 30 22 300 114 48 3r

26 26 0 267 183 110 170
1 0 7 3 1 3 6 1 1 9

0 0 0 2 0 0 0

welcone swallow
Tree Martin

rFairy Martin
Australian Pipit
cround Cuckoo-shrike

8 8 1 0 6 0 2 2 1 1 1 5 1 3 4
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 1 0 5 4 1 0
0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Litt le Cuckoo-shrike
cicada-bird
White-winged TriIl-er
varied Tril ler

Australian Ground-thrush
Southern Chorchilla
Spotted Quail-thrush
Grey-cromed Babbler
colden-headed Fantail-m!bler

0 0
o o
0 0
1 0
7 L 5

I
16

1
34

150

0 0 0 0
0 0 1 5 0
0 0 0 0
2 L 3 t 0 7
5 8 0 8 3 5

0 1 0 1 0 4 3 9
L 4 0 1 2 2 0 1 0
0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4
0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3
0 0 0 5 1 3 0 1 0 2 a

Tamy crassbird
Reed Warbler
Brom Songlark
Rufous Songlark
Supetb Blue 9l?en

5  9  0  I  5  t 3  2  3 5
2 3 3 5 3 3 6 9 6 1
3 5 L 7 3 1 6 6 4 I
0 0 0 0 5 8 5 1 8

2 L 5 1 2 2 0 6 0 0 1 0 0

Variegated wren
Red-backeal W!€n
white-throated Warbler
Brom Wubler

Buf!-breast€d warbler

0 1 0 1 6 3 2 6 2 8
0 0 0 0 3 4 2 0 2 7
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

1 1 4 0 0 2 5 9 3 5 8 4
0 0 0 1 3 0 0 7 2 0

Brom Weebil l
*Striated Thornbil l

LittLe Thornbil l
Blom Thornbill
Buf f -taileal Thornbill

*Yelloh'-tailed ThornbiU
tfhite-browed Scrub Wren

*Yellorr-throated scrub Wlen
hrge-biIled Scrub Wren
Speckled warbler

20
39
1l

4

0 0 1 3 0
4 0 0 7
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1
3 0 0 0

lo
0

0

o 7
5 1 3
0 1 1
0 2 0
1 0



2a SUNBIRD 4 (2)

LIST OF SPEC]ES (CONTINTJED)

Area Area Area Area Area Area Area Total
L 2 3 4 5 6 7

Jacky winter
Northern Yellow Robin

*Pale-yelLolr Robin
Grey Fantail
Rufous Fantail

1 9 2 2
Z L Z L >

0 2 9
2 2 L 2 9
O L 2 L 2

o

1
0

0

0
I
0

0
7
I
0

0 1 2
0 1
0 0
I O
0 0

4 6 7 t 9 3 1 L 4 2 2 1 0 3
L 2 1 0 0 8 3 1 5
0 1 0 4 2 3 4 L 4
0 1 0 0 3 4 6 L 4
0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2

*Will ie Wagtail
Leaden Flycatcher
Restless Flycatcher
B1ack-faced FLycatcher
Spectacled Flycatchet

0 0 0 1 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 1 4 6
6 9 t 2 7 5 7 4 9
2 L 3 2 7 8 3 1
1 0 0 2 2 0 5

0
I
3
I
0

White-eared Flycatcher
colalen whistler
Rufous Whistler

*crey Shrike-thlush
Rufous shrike-thrush

1 1 0 5 2 L 2 L 2 4 3
o 4 0 4 0 0 1 5 2 3
0 3 0 3 0 2 6 L 4
0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5
4 L r 2 0 6 0 1 - 3 3

Eastern Whipbird
white-headeal sitella
white-throated freecreeper
Red-browed Treecreeper
Mistletoe Eird

tspottedl Pardalote
Black-heaaled Pardalote
Grey-breasted silvereye
Brom Honeyeater
Scallet Honeyeate!

1 1 0 I 3 0 2 2
5 7 2 L 4 1 6 L 2 5
0 1 9 6 3 0 3 2 8 2 9
O  T J  I  J U  /  b  I I

1 1 0 0 1 8 8 1 6 1

r15
74
54

IJewin Honeyeater
Mangrove Honeyeate!
Fuscous Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater

rWhite-eared Honeyeater

o 2 9 1 0 2 I
0 3 0 0
0 0 L 4
7 0 0 4 5
0 0 0 2

t5
t
0
I
n

3
5
0
2

0 7A
11

5
55

2

0 0 0 0 0 6 6
0 0 0 0 0 1 4 1 4
3 0 1 3 7 5 1 6 4 7
0 0 9 2 0 0 5 3 6
0 1 2 6 1 1 2 2 2

3
2
0

Yellow-tufted Honeyeate!
white-napeal Honeyeater

*white-thloated Honeyeater
Blue-faced Honeyeater
Little Friarbiral
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LIST OF SPECIES (CONTINIJED)

Area Alea Area Area Area Alea ltrea Total
L 2 3 4 5 6 7

o 27 36 24 51 166
0 0 0 3 0 3
0 0 6 0 5 1 1
0 0 0 0 5 0 6 0
7 53 53 36 43 204

0
26
0
0
0
9

rNoisy Friarbird
White-cheeked Honeyeater
Eastern spinebi11
Be1l Min€r

*Noisy Miner

2 0 0 0 4 8 0 1 4
0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5
0 0 0 0 0 1 9 2 L 4 0
8 1 . 3 t 6 6 1 2 8 6  1 3 2
0 0 0 5 5 2 0 0 s 7

Litt le Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Red-brored Finch
Bandetl Finch
zebra Finch

Plun-headed Finch
Spice Finch
Chestnut-breasteal Finch
House Sparrow
Starling

0 0 0 1 5
0 0 0 1 0
0 0 180 181.

25 34 5 397
48 2L 28 2230

0

0
3 0

0 0 1 5
5 0 0
1 0 0

46 137 120
2L 32 2065

O1ive-backed Oriole
Southern Figbird
Spangleal Drongo

*Magpie Luk
*white-bteasted Woodswa!.low

1
5
0

19
3

19
43

t

272
13

8 0
3 1

30 33
4 0

0
3
0

2 3 7
5 1 8 4
0 0 5

2A 103 33

Magkedl Woodsmllort
white-browed woodswallow
Duaky Woodswallow

*Pied CurrarDng
iPied Butcherbiral

0  585
o 176
1 3

L2 19
1 0 9

0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
3 0 0

I U O J

0 150
0 166
1 I
3 2 L

25  19

745
342

6
58
a2

Gley Butcherbird
*Black-backed Magpie

Gfeen Catbird
*Satin Bowerbird

Paradise Riflebird
*Australian Crow

T >

30 40

1 1 3
0 t

83 34

2 L 0 5
1 6 7 9 5 4
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
7 L 2 7 5 0

10
7 L

I
4

5 6

30
227
15
l e

I
249

Canpiled bA P.D.DAilS2N atld D.L.PERWNS fot the eteeneland OnitltoLogical
Soeietu,
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THE STATUS OF SILVERETES ZOSTEROPSON THE
ISLANDS OF THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

JIRO KIKKAWA

SUMMARY

The literature on the taxonomy of the genus Zoste?ope in Queens-
land appears confused largely because of the diff iculty of
identifying the status of island populations from vuious parts
of the creat Barrier Reef. I put forward an hltpothesis that
the variation of Zogte?ops inhabiting rcoded islands of the
Great Bauier Reef shor"s a cline with greater dimensions and
grey back i.n the southermost rege (represented by Zoete"opg
Lateralie chLotocepltala) and snaller dimensions and gr€en back
in the northelmst range (represented by Zoete?op, eitfi.nella
albiuenfuie). r suggest further that this cline, if i t exists,
is derived fron a stock or stocks of birds shich have undergone
changes in isolation from the mainland forms. The nainland foms
with their clinal differences in size and plwage colour should
then be separated fron the island foms in systematic treatnent.

INTRODUCTION
The taxonomy of the genus zoste"ope has been considered a chal-
lenge to students of  avian systemat ics because of  the confusing
patterns of  their  morphological  var iat ion and geographical
d ist r ibut ion.  Among the Afr ican species,  Moreau ( I957) found
a c lose correlat ion of  the dimensions of  zoste?op|  wi th a l t i -
tude and temperature, and a correlation between colour of plum-
age and type of  c l imate.  Such general  ru les as larger b i rds in
colder ahd darker birds in wetter regj.ons apply to hridle-ranging
species,  but  corre lat ions are not  constant  for  local ized popul-
at ions which exist  in both cont inental  and insular  s i tuat ions.
Thus c l inal  changes in s ize or  colour of  widely d ist r ibuted
species may be interrupted by local ized populat ions which di -
verge f rom the expected ranges in their  characters.  For exam-
p1e, is land bi rds tend to be larger and have stronger b i l ls
and legs than corresponding races or  species on the cont inent .

h the Indo-Auatral ian taxa,  mul t ip le colonizat ion.of  isLancls
in the western Paci f ic  produced an intr icate pat tern of  d is-
t r ibut ion of fer ing an addi t ional  d i f f icul ty  in establ ishing
af f in i t ies of  races and c losely le lated species (stresemann
1931, Mayr L9671. This is ,  however,  no excuse for  the present
state of our knowledge of Zoetetope on the islands of the Great
Barr ier  Reef,  Queensland.  In th is ar t ic l ,e I  at tempt to sort
out much confusion which has appeared in the literature and
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present an hypothesis,  based on personal  observat ions,  to ac-
count for  the known distr ibut ion of  races in th is region.

HISTORICAL

In the most comprehensive monograph of the Indo-Australian
zosteropidae,  Mees (196I ,  1959) recognized three subspeciee of
two species from the creat Barrier Reef region: Zoete"ope
ei tn inel laalb i tentr is  Reichenbach (Mees 1961 p.18 and 1969 p.275);
Z, lateralie chloroceptala Campbell & }thite (Mees 1969 p. 85) and
Z ,  L ,  nonsag i .  Mas te r s  (Mees  1969  p .80 ) .

The Pale Silvereye Z, eltyinella albhtentuie is distributed to
Zuid Wester and Tenimber IsLandE, which lie to the north of
north-western Australia, and far north Great Barrier Reef
south to Pal f rey Is land and Eagle Is let .  In peterE Check-List
Mayr (1967) fo l lowed the nomenclature of  ear l ier  work of  Mees
(1961) who at that time grouped, ci.tttnella wi|.}l. ehlor.ie an6,
cal led th is subspecies z,  ehlot" ia a lb ioent t ie,  Storr ,s (1973)
l is t  fo l lows the later  vers ion of  Mees (1969).  In the account
of  d ist r ibut ion of  th is subspeeies Mayr (1967 p.304) inc l ,udes
" is lands in Torres Stra i ts  and along Great  Bar i ler  Reef of
Queensland".  Apart  f rom having a green back th is species di f -
fers from Ehe Lateralis group of the continent in having
sl ight ly  larger body s ize and stronger b i l l .  Arnong the raceE
of eittinella, albioentniE is the largeEt and the dullest sub-
species (Mees 1961),  which approaches the typical  is land forn
of  Lateral ia in northeast  Queensland.

South of Cooktown the island populations are considered to
belong to a race of the Grey-breaated Silvereye Zoeteropl late!-
alie raneagi which along the coast ranges from lron Range (Cape
York  Pen insu la )  t o  abou t  Mackay  (May r  L967  p .317 ,  Mees  1969  p .83 )
and in land as far  as Charters Towers ( t {ayr  1967 p.317),  or  even
Burketown (Gi ] l  1970).  However,  the is land bi rds appear to be
generally larger and to have a stronger bill than the nainland
birds. This is most pronounced on iElands of the Capricorn Group
where a separate race (or ig inal ly  descr ibed as a fu l l  species)
Z, L. ehloroceplaLa lras been recognizeil. As pointed out in an
ear l ier  communicat ion (Kikkawa 1970) there are str ik ing di f fer-
ences in measurements between the Last mentioned subspecies and
a migratory mainland race whose range overlaps with that of
ehloroceplnLa in winter. Unfortunately the relations of this sub-
species wi th populat ions of  other is lands of  the creat  Barr ier
Reef have not  been studied and i ts . recognized dist r ibut ion is
linited to the Capricorn and Bunker croups (Campbell & White
1 9 1 0 ,  M a y r  1 9 6 7  p . 3 1 7 ,  M e e s  1 9 6 9  p . 3 2 3 ,  S t o r r  1 9 7 3  p . 1 1 5 ) .

The type local i ty  of  raneayi  (Masters 1876) is  palm Is land,
Hal i fax Bay;  not  in Torres Stra i t  as interpreted by MacGi l l i -
v ray  ( 1918 )  and  l i s t ed  i n  t he  RAOU Check l i s t  ( 1925 ) .  Th i s
Iocal i ty  was corrected by Mack (1932) and Campbel l  (1932) but
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both authors grouped the is land forms and the rnain land form
under one species Z.  tepLtopleura which had or ig inal ly  been de-
scr ibed for  the Lord Howe Is land populat ion.  This t reatment
di f fered radical ly  f rom one given by Ashby (1925) and modi f ied
j .n the of f ic ia l  checkl is t  (RAOU 1926) nrhich t reated teolwopleuta
as a synonlm of LateraLis. Although the Checklist Comriritdee
acc,eqted the v iew of- !4ack (1932) wi th regard to the status of
Z,  Tnlnatur i ta (considered or ig inat ly  to be a fu l l  species for
the southernmost populat ions including those in Vic lor ia,  South
Austra l ia,  Tasmania and Ner. /  Zealand. ,  but  suppressed as a fu1l
species and placed in the synonl'my of Z. Tateralis in Supplement
No.s (whi t te l l  1947)) ,  the proposi l  to g ive tepl tnopLetna- ihe
status of  a fu l l  species was not  accepted.  Thus the recognizecl
subspecies of Zoete?ops Tatetali.e consist loca1Iy of:

gouldi Western Australia
TuTnafuiira South Australia and western Victoria
l,ateral.ie Tasmania with wintering areas in eastern Australia,

New Zealand
foniliozie Eastern Australia north to the Rockhampton District.

Nomenc la tu re  by  Mees  (1969  p .70 ) .  I nd i ca ted  by

t@neayL

Mayr  ( 1957  p .316 )  as  ' subsp . '  and  poss ib l y  no t
separable from the Tasmanian population. Storr
( 1973  p .1 I5 )  used  uee te tnene ie  (Quoy  c  Ga imard )

Northeastern Australia including Cape York Penin-
sula and Atherton Tableland fuegata ), Rockinghanr
Bay (coeruleeeens), central QueensLand (corru,nlLi)
and islands off the coast between Mackay and
Cooktown

il

I

I
I

ehloroceplala Capricorn and Bunker Groups
teplwopLewa Lord Hone Island.

There are several  other isolated races in New Caledonia,  Loyal ty
I s l ands ,  New  Heb r i des  and  F i j i  (May r  1967 ,  Mees  1969 ) .  The
nominate race described by Latham in 1801 was taken in New
south Wales but later diagnosed as a migratory race from Tas-
mania.  Keast 's  (1958) predict ion of  the migratory nature of
the Tasmanian population has been confirmed by re-overies of
banded birds across Bass Stra i t  and interest ing pat terns of
movernent by the southeastern race are still being revealed by a
banding project  (Lane L972).  The movements of  s i lvereyes in
Queensl"and are not  wel l  known and Keast  (1959, 196I  p.387)
favours the v iew that  morphologicat ly  d i f ferent iat ing isolates
of  Latenal la races occur in Oueensland.  f t  is  interest ing to
note that  where a gap of  d ist r ibut ion is  indicated by Keast
(1958) i t  is  shown as a zone of  over lap between races by Mees
(1969  p .83 ) .  Mees  (1969  p .32 )  desc r i bes  t he  spec imens  o f  eopn -
LnLLi taken from this zone aE intermediate betvreen Z. L, taneaui
and the subspecies f rom south-eastern Austra l ia.

There is  an old record (Le Soudf^1891) of  Another species f rom
one  o f  No r t h  Ba rna rd  I s l ands  (17 "40 rS ,  146 "11 t8 ) .  Th i s  i s  t he
Yelloh' Silvereye z. Lutea. which is widely distributed to the
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mangrove habitat of northrtestern (2. L. balatonzl) and northern
Austra l ia (2,  L,  Luted ( t t layr  1967).  Mees (1961 p. I20) recog-
nized a third race in ttre intermediate zone (2. L. hecl.a). Le
Sou€f's observation has hot been confirmed and hence not recog-
n i zed  by  Mack  (1932 )  o r  Mees  (196 I ) .  Howeve r ,  Ga lb ra i t h  ( 1967 )
makes a passing reference to his oitn observation of "an undoubt-
ed Yellow silvereye, zolteropo Luteat' , in the mangroves near Ayr
dur ing l , tarch 1964. He also referE to an unconf i rmed rePort  of
th is species f rom Edge ni l l  (Seaton 1955).  Since another man-
grove bird of the Gulf region, the Mangrove Golden Whistler
Pachycep?wla meT.attwa occurs near Botten (Galbraith 1967) and an
isolated populatJ.on of a GuIf area species, the tfhite-gaped
Itoneyeater Melipho4a micolor, is foundl in the Towngville-Inker-
man District, it ls not altogether unlikely to have the Yellort
silvereye distributed to the m€rngroves of the east coast in
pockets ani l  adjacent  cont inental  is lands.

PARALLEL CLINES

Apart from the question of the Ye1lolt Silvereye the northern
part of the creat Barrier Reef is inhabited by silvereyes with
green and yellow backs and the southern part by those with a
grey upper-back. The southern birils have a larger body size
and thicker bill than the northern birds, but both northern and
southern birds are larger than the continental race at corresP-
onding lat i tudes.  Al though Macci l l ivray (1926) fa i led to recog-
nize such differences between the Capricorn and the mainland-
races,  cooper (1948) observed that  " the is land bi rds were larger
and generally heavier than the birds of the Queensland mainland
or Neb/ south wales" and that "the eye-ring was larger and the
bi l l  very th ick-set ,  tota l ly  unl ike the short ,  s lender b i l l  of
the fami l iar  species".  This is  the impression one receives by
observing is land bi rds even as far  north as Green Is land.
Measurements of  a RuEsel l  Is land bi rd g iven by l t tees (1969 p.85)
are consistent  wi th th is observat ion.

The large dj.mensions of island birds were not considered import-
ant in separating the island form from the mainland one as
campbel l  (19321, Mayr (1967) and Mees (1969) a l l  t reated both
forms as one, at least for the region between RockhamPton and
Cooktown (on the cont inent  extending to I ron Range).  Thig is
because the plunage was considered to be uniform in this regi.on.

Having handled a large number of the island and mainland birdg
I have cone to think that the dime.nsional differences are more
constant  than var iat ion in p lumage colour.  I t  is  t rue that  the
flank colour of the island forn does not approach that of the
mainland form in br ightness at  least  in the southern part  of  the
Great Barr ier  Reef (no discernib le d i f ference between sexes),
but the amount of yellow on the throat and undertail coverts
var ies in i ts  intensi ty and area of  coverage. Some indir r iduals
on Heron Is1and, for  example,  have a longi tudlnal  l ine of  the
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sane colour on the abdomen connect ing the yel1ow patches of  the
throat  and underta i l  coverts whi le others may lack yel low pig-
mentat ion on underta i l  coverts.  On creen Is land the f lank
colour appears to vary as much as the northern mainland form,
but the area of grey on the back is much reduced giving an
appearance of  green back wi th yel lowish upperta i l  coverts.
This approaches the descr ipt ion of  the Pale Si lvereye Z.  c i t  i -
nella aLbiltent?is,

According to l lees (1969 p.85) ,  a lbhsentrda was bel ieved to occur
on Low Is les and creen Is land of f  Cairns by Whit te l l  (1954)
and I rnmelmann (1960) respect ively,  but  White (1946),  l , tcKean
(Mees 1969) and Wheeler  (1967) ident i f ied creen Is land bi rds
as Lateralie,

Since the bright yellow-green colours of zoete?ops are said to
be produced by balanced "apposi t ion" of  nelanins and yel lor l t
carotenoj .ds (Auber 1957) and the product ion of  grey,  fawn or
bro$n plumage depends on the distribution of melanins which
could vary conspeci f ical ly  ( l larr ison 1963),  i t  may be dangerous
to place too much emphasis on the di f ferences in the " typical"
p lumage colours of  d i f ferent  populat ions.

CONCLUSION

Cont inental  is lands and wooded is lands of  coral  cays both sup-
port  dense populat ions of  s i lvereyes.  The isLand popuLat ions
enjoy a monopoly of  resources and their  n iches are expanded.
Pract ical ly  a l l  observers who wrote accounts of  s i lvereyes on
is lands noted their  great  abundance. Si lvereyes have a def ined
breeding season, at  least  in the southern part  of  the Great
Barrier Reef where it seems to be triggered by the sumrner rain.
After the wet sumner some of them may succeed in rearing young
in as late as May. In the th i rd week of  May 1973 there were
at  least  four pairs wi th dependent f ledgl ings on Green Is land
and two such pairs on Heron Is land.

Since they of ten l ive in crowi led condi t ions the select ion pres-
sure on is land bi rds may be qui te d i f ferent  f rom those exerted
on mainland populat ions.  I f  larger,  th ick-bi l led and strong-
legged birds are favoured under crowded conditions and have
establ ished a popuLat ion genet ical ly  d i f ferent  f rom those of
the mainland,  then they would el iminate odd indiv iduals arr j .v-
ing from the mainland as it seems to happen frequently today
(K i kkawa  1970 ) .

Such a tendency and the discreteness of  is land dist r ibut ion rnay
obscure any c l inal  change which might  occur in d imensions along
a lat i tudinal  gradient .  I  suggest  that  the lat i tudinal  c l ines
exist  a l .ong the Great  Barr ier  Reef independent ly of  the cont in-
ental  lace.  Both on the cont inent  and on the is lands southern
forms are character ized by large body s ize and proport ionately
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Iarge dimensj .ons of  wing,  ta i l ,  tarsus and culmen (Mees 1969).
However, the islanil birds are heavier anil greater in all dim-
ensions (most pronounced in b i l l  s ize)  than the cont inental
race of  the corresponding lat i tudes;

In the continental form the flank colour of southern oueensland
birds is comparatively dark and the sexes may be separable on
thls character, but in the north fawn and grey flanks are much
lighter and sexing on this character becomes impossible. The
yel1ow on throat and undertail coverts varies greatly but in
northern forms only a very small proportion of the population
has dusky yellow throatE and grey to creamy undertail coverts.
The brightness anil amount of yellon on the throat may be a
reliable character for sexing in northern forms as malee tend
to have brighter yellow than females. A1I continental forms
have the grey back anil the area of grey is not reduced in birds
examined at Iron Range and Mclllwraith Range on Cape York
Pen insu la .

The island forrns vary in the area of grey on the back. ThiE
area is reduced from south to north. rf this change ig clinal
then albioentrie of the northern part of the Great Barrier Reef
becones conspecific to the island form of Tatetali.e. It does
not negate the possibility of introgression of the two forms
which had di f ferent  or ig ins.  On the other hand, i f  the change
of this character is abrupt with a narrovr zone of overlap and
hybridization, then recent breakclown of the past barrier as a
result of expansion by either one or both species woulil be sug-
ges ted .

It would seem that the islanil race of |-be Laterali.e group has
evolved on an island away from the recurrent influences of the
continental forms and subsequently invaded the ltooiled islands
of the Great Barrier Reef where they out-competed the mainland
form and establisheil themselves. As they Epreail over a r,ride
latitudinal range clinal ilifferences appeared in their dimens-
i ons .

I f  the lat i tudinal  c l ines occur in both the cont inental  forms
and the islanil forms as postulated above, then these parallel
c l ines would be considered to have di f ferent  or ig ins.  In th is
view the island races and the continental races belong to separ-
ate evolutionary groups. Otherrdise one would have to assume a
Iarge number of  paral le1 changes in coloniz ing cont inental  b i rds
of  d i f ferent  lat i tudes to expla in the consistent ly  d i f ferent
ilirnensions of the j.sland birds. Moreover, the reduced amount
of gtey on the back of the northern forn cannot be explained
without accepting the possibility of hybridizatior. wi.th albi.-
zsentyie,

A large ser ies of  specimens col lected over the ent i re range
would be required before set t l ing th is problem, but  handl ing
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and rneasur ing  o f  l i ve  spec imens in  the  course  o f  band ing  a t
se lec ted  loca l i t ies  shou ld  th row su f f i c ien t  l igh t  on  th ;  sub-
jec t . to  permi t  tes t ing  o f  some imp l ica t ions  o f  the  above hypo-
thes is ._  For  example ,  i t  i s  impor lan t  to  s tudy  the  a f f in i t i i s
o f  popu la t ions  found on  d i f fe ren t  i s lands  and- th is  cou ld  be
achieved by having an extensive banding progranme in the region.
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NESTING PERIOD OF THE WESTERN GRASS-WREN
,AMYTORNIS TF){TIUS MLLARAE

GLORIA J. GIASS

The nesting period of the Western Grass-Wren has been given as
.IuIy to September or October (Carruthers et aL. L9701. On 11
March 1973 at  Brown's Rockhole on Sybel la Creek near Mount Isa,
in the same area as the nest they describe, I observed three
adult birds and found a nest with two unfeathered young. On 19
March the nest was empty and the adults nere not sighted.

The nest vras about six metres from the top of a rocky rj.dge,
sparcely vegetated with Spinifex and Snappy Gum. ft wls about
forty-five centimetres from ground level on top of a clump of
Spinifex and received slight shade from three ltunted Snappy
Gums. The nest entrance faced approximately north-west.

Frotn 15-26 February,  over f j .ve inches of  ra in feI1.  This wag
the first. appreciable rain for ten months and nray have provided
the breet l ing st imulus for- t ,h is species.
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THE FIRST QUEENSLAND RECORD OF THE
WHITE TERN GYGIS,4IB,4

D . P .  V E R N O N

The Whj.te Tern Gygi,e alba L,as a wide distribution around oceanic
is lands of  the South At lant ic ,  Indian and Paci f ic  Oceans.  I t
has been recorded three t imes f rotn Nehr Zealand (OSNZ, 1970) and
only once f rom mainland Austra l ia.  This specimen taken near
craf ton,  New south Wales in June 1951 (McGiI I ,  1960) was the
only onshore specimen known. According to Selventy et  aL.  (L97I t
p.237) two other records "one shot  in 1878 bet$reen Port  Jackson
and Lord Howe Is lani l  and one seen 120 mi les north-east  of  Port
Macquarr ie"  are j .mportant  records f rom seas near eastern
Aus t ra l i a .

An imnature specimen, the first Queensland record, was alive,
although very weak, on arrival at the Queensland Museum at
1600 hours on 30 Apr i l  1973. I t  was innediately photographed
and the bird died an hour later. The specimen was founil dt
Meeandah near the mouth of the Brisbane River and donated to
the Queensland Museum by Mr J. Litlcly. It has been prepared as
a study skin wi th one wing part ly  spread.

De ta i t s  o f  t he  spec imen  a re  as  f o l l ows :  Q .M .014281 ,  f ema le ,
ovary very smal1 (4 x 2.5mrn) '  ov iduct  f ine and stra ight ;  skul l
not  fu l ly  ossi f ied,  two el l ip t ical  part ly-ossi f ied areas of
the cranium close to the median l ine.  The condi t ion of  ovary,
oviduct  and skul l  indicates immatur i ty .  Measurements in mi l l i -
metres are as fo l lows -  tota l  length 285,  culnen 35,  wi-ng 247,
w ing -spgn  715 ,  t a i l  108 ,  t a r sus  13 .5 ,  n i dd le  t oe  and  c l aw  30 .
The weight  of  the specimen was 7L.2 grams.

Notes on the soft parts from the live bird were nade using
plates f rom Ridgway (1912) as a gui i le .  Bi l l  b lack,  poster ior
hal f  of  both mandibles deep or ient  b lue,  Pl  xxxlvr  tarsus and
toes dark or ient  b lue,  PI  XXXIV; webs of  feet  pale ochraceous
salmon, Pl  XV; i r is  b lackish brown, P1 xLV, and al though very
dark,  not  b lack as stated in some texts.

General  descr ipt ion of  p lumage as foLLows: Ent i le ventra l  sur-
face of both boily and wings white. on the dorsal siile, plumage
white,  but  body feathers of  head, nape, mant le and back snudged
grey. This smudgy grey appearance is due to the fact that the
base of  many of  the feathere is  grey or  i lark grey.  On the
wings,  the greater ,  pr imary,  median and lesser coverts are
smudged grey,  whi le shaf ts of  the ta i l  feathers and pr imary
qui l ls  are dark umber to b lack.  The skin at  feather base ani l
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the eyelids are black and anterior and contiguous to the eye-
lid there is a small black spot which contrasts with the other-
wise al l  whi te face.  According to Alexander (1928, p.196)
ilrunatures have "a black spot behind the eye". This criterion
i s  a l so  men t i oned  by  S la te r  ( 1970 ,  p .339 ) .  Howeve r '  a  f i gu red
specimen (Mathews, 1912-13,  Pl  119) shows c lear ly the black
spot anterior and contiguous to the eyelid and this comPareE
c lose l y  t o  spec imen  Q .M .014281 .

The specimen describeil is probably a first year bird of the
sub-species G. a. togaru which breeds on Norfolk and Kermadec
Is lands in the south- l rest  Paci f ic  Ocean (Mathet ts,  1912-13'  p.
433).  As breeding takes place f rom November to January on
these islands, it is probable that this inmature specimen was
only four to six months old at death.

R. cushman ! , lurphy (1936, p. I I65) descr ibed the At lant ic  form of
th is species in a del ight fu l  way which is  worth quot ing:

" .  .  .Most  ethereal  of  sea bi rds are the del icate and gent le
Fairy Terns. Their plunage is white, but with Bubtle
ivory or creamy tones $rith a bale1y perceptible reddish
gleam vis ib le in certa in l ights on the feathers of  the
belJ.y.  The last  is  a l l  but  i l lusory,  ani l  yet  I  f ind that
most persons can see it if they are asked r,rhether the
ventral surfaces of the specimens show a bloom of any sort.
In the ai r  these terns are ghost ly  creatureE, their  excePt-
ionally large black-brinned eyes sometimes seeming like
empty sockets.  Moreover,  when they f ly  overhead against
the br i l l iant  t ropical  sky,  only the bones ancl  f lesh of
their  f i lmy wings fu1ly obstructs the l ight .  At  such t imes
the Fairy Terns resemble t iny f ly ing skeletons,  except
that their lightness and grace are more suggestive of dis-
embodied spir i ts  than of  dry bones.  I t  is  cur iou8 that
uniler their rather thin anil loose white plumage they have
a ik in which is  b lack and shiny,  l ike that  of  a newly
hatched naked cormorant. No doubt the dermal melanin of
the Fairy Tern bears the same relation to the absorption
of  the sunrs rays,  or  to the retent ion of  bodi ly  heat ,  as
does the dark plumage pigment of its neighbor, the noddy,
which has a whi te skin.  . . .They have a r , tay of  f lut ter ing
just  in f ront  of  one's face in a manner that  soon becomea
disagreeable -  not  at tacking,  but  nerely star ing,  hover ing
Iike overgrovm mosquitoes, anal wheezing in a way to sug-
gest  the buzz of  some noxious insect ."
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f la ts at  Snout Point .

SOME OBSERVATIONS FROM FRASER ISLAND
DAVID PERKINS

During the middle of May, 1973, a period of about tr4to weeks rdas

spent on Fraser Is land.  Bird observat ions were made over the
s6uthern two-thirils of the island, frorn the Bor{arrady area to

the southern t ip.

A comprehensive l is t  of  b i rds so far  known to occur on Fraser
ts lan& has been compi led by D.P. vernon and D.H. Barry (Vernon

and  Ba r r y  1972 ,  Mem.  Qd  Mus .  16 (2 ) :  223 -2321 .  B r i e f  de ta i l s  a re
given be-low of species noted which are not included in their

i is t ;  these are marked wi th an aster isk.  Some other notes are

also included, most  of  which re late to species Previously rec-

orded by only one of the observers referreil to by Vernon and

Ba r r y .

Australian Petican Pelicamte eonePieiLlatug
one bird observed in f1ight at snout Point.

Mangrove Heron Butotidee at?iahB
A single b i rd noted on t rdo consecut ive days,  f ieeding-at- the
rnouth of Woralie Creek, about six kilometres north of the

closest  tnangroves.

* Little Egret Egtetta gorzetta
One bird noted foraging on mud

Musk Duck Biziuva Lobata
single birils noted at Lake Garawongera and Lake Birrabeen.
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crey-tailed Tattler Tn)rtga bnetti.pes
Two birdE observed at Snout Point. There were very few
migratory waders present,  as was to be expected at  th ig
t ime of  the year.

* Conmon Tern Ste"M hirundo
Approximately two hundred birds were observed at rest on
the eastern beach,  just  north of  Fi rst  Creek,  in company
$rith about one hundred and thirty Crested Tetn Stenna betgii
and eighty Little Tern Stena albifrorze. About gixteen of
the Little Tern were in breeding plumage and the rest lrere
in eclipse. A11 the Comnon Tern were in eclipse plumage
except for thro birds which had complete black caps, includ-
ing forehead; the legs and bi l1s of  a l l  b i rds,  inc luding
these t rdo were black.

Top-knot Pigeon topltolai:rue antatcti,ate
A large flock waE preaent at Snout Point (over one hundred
birds) feeding on the fruit of the Cabbage Tree Palm
Li,ti,etona antraLie, which were very conmon at this place.

Sc a ly- brea sted Lor ikee t Ttichoglo e eue chlotolepilotae
Fairly cotnmon but greatly outnumbered by Rainbow Lorikeetg.

Little Lorikeet Gloasopeitta pueilla
Snall flocks !{ere noted on eeveral occasions.

Golden Bronze Cuckoo Cleyeoeoeeya p'Lagoeue
Very conmon; calling frequently in the wetter open forests.

Noisy Pitta Pi.tta ueneicolout
Heard ca11in9 at dusk near Leading Hill and Lake Benaroon.

r Brown Warbler Genggone mouki
Noted only along wabby Road. In this area it was common in
scrub dominated by Wietania eonfe?ta and, Syncarpa hi.LLii.
This type of habitat is very conunon on Fraser Island and
although the bird vras not seen elEewhere it probably occurs
in other areas.

Brown Thornbill Aeofthiza pueiLla
Very comnonr frequently seen in shrub woodlande dominated by
Bankai.a. aqrala aE well as in more typical scrubby habitats.

White-throated Treecreeper CLinactetie Leteophaea
Several birds were Leen and heard along Wabby Road. These
appeared to be foraging mainly on the rough bark of
Wietani.a eonfenta,

r Pied Currawong Sttepe?d. gtaatlira
One bird was seen to the south of Lake Wabby; two birds
were seen on several occasi.ons over a period of three days
at  Snout Point .

MR D.L. PERKfNS, 9 2ttttond. Terrace, Indooroopilly, Queeneland. 4068.
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS AI JERONA EAUNA RESERVE,
AYR, NORTH QUEENSLAND

A. EI{ART

The Jerona Fauna Reserve is  part  of  p ioneer Estates and is  s i t -
uated approximately tvrenty-one kilometres $rest of Ayr (or fifty-
s ix k i lometres south of  Townsvi l le) .  The Reserve contains num-
erous freshwater lagoons although, at the time of my three
v i s i t s  ( 18  Dec .  72 ,  I  Jan .  73 ,  9  , Jan .  73 ) ,  t hese  we re  rap id l y
decreasing in number because of  the except ional ly  dry weather.

I was fortunate to be shown around the Reserve by Mr Athol
Compton,  the Fauna Off icer  at  Jerona, who stated that  any ser-
ious orni thologists are welcome to v is i t  the Reserve.  HE can
be contacted at  88 Beach Road, Ayr,  eueensland 4807.

The fo l lowing is  a l is t  of  b i rds seen dur ing my three v is i ts .
Cornmon names only are given and these follow the list by CSIRO
(CSIRO J .969 ,  D i vn  o f  W i l d l i f e  Res .  Tech .  pape r  No .20 ,  93  pp ) .
Numbers are given where practicable. Two of the rarer waders
perhaps deserve conment. The three Little Greenshank were
seen on one day only (8 Jan.) ,  feeding at  the waterts edge of
one of the lagoons. Each bird fed individually and apparently
occupied a part icular  atretch of  water.  When adjacent b i rds
approached each other too c losely,  confrontat ion occurred unt i l
the bi rds retreated.  They showed a very act ive feeding habi t .
The solitary Wood Sandpiper was Eeen feeding at the edge of a
lagoon on.9 January. It shorlred an almost continuous bobbing
act ion whi ls t  feeding.

Australian Pelican
Darter
Litt le Black Comorant
litt le Pied Comorant
Litt le Grebe
White-faceal Hern
Cattle Egret
l,lhite Egret
Litt le Egret
Plumeal Egret
Reef Heron
white Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
c lossy  rb is
Royal. Spoonbill
YeIlow-bi11ed Spoonbil l
Magpie Goose
war-er whistl ing Duck
Black Swan

5 Brolga
3 Swanphen
5 Lotusbird,

connon Masked Plover
6 Real-kneeal Dotterel
2 Red-capped Dotterel

cormon Little creenBhank
colmon Green6hank
colmon wood sandpiper
comon Sharp-tailed sandpiper
comon Red-necked Stint
conmon Black-tailed codwit
corllnon White-beaaled Stilt

30 Southern Stone Culew
20 white-winged Black Teln

3 Cockatiel
ca L5OO Laughing Kookaburra

20 Blue-winged Kookaburra
10 Australian PiDit

2
comon
col[rron

I
3 0

I
10

colmon
t2

comnon
I
I

local

t



J U n e  r v l J

Black Duck
Grey Teal
wood Duck
whistl ing Eagle
Swamp Harrier

cmon sPangled Drongo nesting Pair
cotrmon MagPie Lark c@En

30 crey Butche!-biral I
4 Black-backeal Magpie I
I Australian crow I

Andre  Gr i f f i n  (G r i f f i n  1972 ,  Sunb i ra l  3 (2 ) : 36 -37 )  has  repo r t ed
the fo l lowing addi t ional  species f rom the Reserve.

Eastern Curlew
curlew sandpiper
Broad-billed sandpipe!
Avocet

21 birds
6 blrals
1 bird
I biral

17 October 1971
L7 ocrober l97I
17 october 197L
14 October 1971

DR A. EWART, Dept of Geologg, Uni.o. of QU, St Lucia, Qrcenelmd 4067.

REVIEWS

L IST  OF  QUEENSLAND B IRDS by  c .M .  S to r r ,  1973 .  Pe r t h ,W.A . :
Western Austra l ian Museum, Special  Publ icat ion No.5.  177 pageg.
$8 .00  p l us  - 80  cen t s  pos tage .

A systemat ic arrangement by subspecies,  where species are poly-
typic.  Informat ion is  provided uni ler  headings 'Range' ,  'Status,

afu ' ,  somet imes tTaxonomy'  and rarely 'F ie1d-guide' .  Pr int ing,
paper and binding ( in boards) are excel" lent .

The pract ice of  using subspecies as the systemat ic uni t  belong-
edl to the earlier part of this century in European ornithology
and has nor{r mostly gone out of favour. Nowadays subspecies are
given less prominence and usually relegated to named variants
under specj-es heads.  Reduct ion of  emphasis on subspeciesfns the
important  value,  among others,  of  being less confusing to non-
taxonomists, who may be expected to be the najor users of the
l is t .  Lack of  species detai ls  can even pvzzle taxonomists i  i t
has taken the reviewer some tine to discover, from sources not
readi ly  avai lable to most people interested in b i rds,  that
Storr  has l inked the Go1den Whist lers conEpeci f ical ly  wi th a
similar form j"n New Caledonj.a, hence the unusual names
Pachyceplnla caLedoniea meLamtra and P.g. peetonalie. People whose
greatest pleasure is to find birds and to find names for them
do not want to be involved j.n research of this kinil, or to
have their enthusiasm damped by uncertainty as to which sub-
species they have in v iew, as i f  i t  real ly  mattered.

Other aspects of taxonomy and nomenclature used in the list are
dlifficult to corunent on. In Australia at the present time they
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are largely matters of  personal  opin ion,  and Dr GIen Storr 's
v ierr ts,  based as they mostty are on annotated research,  are prob-
ably as reaEonable as any.  One of  the di f f icul t  problems facing
taxonomists engaged in the study of  Austra l ian bi rds is  to know
Idhere to place on the avian tree many of the numerous endemic
and of ten unique species,  about s ixty percent  of  those breeding.
This appl ies in part icular  to the large f lycatcher/warbler  group
which is  usual ly  p laced,  in general  check- l is ts,  in the fami ly
Muscicapidae.  Storr  (Enu 58t277) gave reasons for  restr ic t ing
the meaning of this family and for putting into the Turdidae
those species in Austra l ia usual ly  regarded as muscicapids.  He
makes twelve fami l ies out  of  150 species general ly  a l located to
seven muscicapid subfami l ies.  This may be rather severe 'spl i t -

t ingr  at  fami ly 1evel ,  especia l ly  as i t  is  of ten accepted that
families are not ahrays natural. units but polyphyletic groups.
However,  th is is  not  the place to i l iscuss Storrrs conclusions
in detai l .  I t  can be accepted that  he is  a very able taxonomist
and that  h is opin ions,  based on long exper ience,  deserve c lose
at tent ion.  Perhaps i t  is  more important  to refer  to the need
for his vie$rs to be integrated with those of other taxonomists
in a modern of f ic ia l  Austra l ian check- l is t ,  reasonably stable
in systernatic arrangement and nomenclature (both scientific and
common) to be a useful  guide in a l l  aspects of  orni thological
l i terature.

I n  t he  p resen t  con tex t  t 1 l s t s '  o r  ' hand - l i s t s '  o r  t ghsq t< - t i s t s l

have a wide variety of forms, from a bare string of narnes in
systematic order to the same list with a lot of information
added; Storr 's  belongs to the lat ter .  Under the heading 'Status,

etc '  he gives in good measure informat ion on occurrence,  abund-
ance,  habi tat ,  breeding and movements.  Distr ibut ion in part ic-
u lar  is  met iculously detai led,  and for  the reader not  wel l
acquainted wi th Queensland geography there is  a rcazet teer '  of
n ineteen pages.  Perhaps the space occupied by dist r ibut ion data
and gazetteer could have been more usefully taken up by distrib-
ution naps, a simple method of conveying a lot of infornation
visual ly ;  a lso i t  n ight  have made the f inal  product  rather Less
exPensive.

The biological data is so generouE in coverage that with the
addition of short descriptions (there are only a few under
'F ie ld-guider)  an excel lent  book on Queensland bi rds would
have been the outcome. But  as descr ipt ions,  apparent ly ,  are
about the only informat ion not  inc luded in check-I is ts the
quest ion ar j .ses i f  those f i l led out  wi th so much data are not
usurping the funct ion of  books,  hand-books or  f ie ld-gui i les.
L ists at  best ,  as in th is case,  are not  complete sources of
informat ion and the user,  unless $/el l  acquainted wi th the i i len-
t i ty  of  oueensland sub-species,  wi f l  f i rs t  have to re late many
names to those used in other books where bi rds are ident i f ied.
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J . D .  M a c d o n a l d .


