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BIRDS OF MOUNT SPEC
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INTRODUCTIOT{.
An annotated checklist of the birds of the Mount spec rainforest
north-$rest of Townsville has been compiled from obiervations
made in the area s ince July 1967. An average of  e ight  v is i ts  a
year have heen made, many being weekend trips, but Fecause of
the distance from Townsville, regular observations and follow up
of such activities aE nesting and behaviour at bolrers has not
been possible. Although the notes may thus be incomplete they
will provide visitors with an indication of what they may hope
to see and also serve as an introduct ion to thc bi rd i  of- th i i
interesting area which has a number of specJ.es unique to north-
east  oueensland and of  very l imi ted range. In th{ i  respect  the
avifauna contrasts quLte markedry with ihat of rorinsvilie itself
(see l is ts ly_Hopkins,  1948 al i l  Lavery and l topkins,  1963).  The
area is incruded in a regionar survey of the iownsville district
(Lavery,  1968) but  there is  no detai led account of  the Mount
Spec avifauna.

THE AREA
Mount spec (18057's,146012,E) is the highest  point  (991 metres) at
th€ northern end of the paluDa nange. ghis range runs parallel
with, and a ferd kilonetres inLand irom,. lhe coas[ for ab6ut 3o
kilometres bethreen Inghan and townsvilie. It risea 

"teipii 
ir",

the.coastal  p la in to between 800 and 950 metree.  fhe st le i  north
eastern slopes and crest of the range are frequentry cloud-covered
and rainforest extends from roughly-2OO metrei on tfie slopes and
gullies to- the_ top of the range and.vestward for about eiftrt xiro-
metres. This belt of rainforest extends the length of th; range
but is  most  accessib le at  Mount.Spec.  The area iay be reached by
turning inland from the Bruce Highray 66 kilometrei north of
Townsrr i l le .

29



30 SUNBIRD 5 (2)

A map of  the area v is i ted is  shown in Figure 1.  This area l ies
mainly to the south of the summit of Mount Spec exteniling to
Paluma township and includes paluma Dam, a s l retch of  waf.er  cov-
er ing 260 hectares but  at t lact ing very fe$,  water b i rds.  t imber
and old t in mining t racks qive access to the re lat ivelv undis-
turbed ra inforest  west  of  the Mount Spec forestry roadl  whlch
leads f rom the paluma -  Ewan road f ive k i lometrei  past  paluma to
Paluma Dam and beyond towards lqount Spec.  Most  of  the area is
wi th i -n State Forest  258 which extends westward towards Hi i lden
Val ley and Running River.

n h a  ^ h l r r  + r r ^ L  r +  f L 6  + ^ n  ^ F  ! L ^  , - - - ^  - .r r ts  vr l r r  , . ,e top of  the range giv ing access to Crystal
creek Nat ional  park is  a walk ing t rack f rom Mclel lans Look6ut at
Paluma \ , rh ich ski r ts  the steep coastal  sJ-opes of  the range to
Widts Lookout,  \ , r i th a t rack branching of f  i t  tohrards Cl .5udv
creek.  Most  of  the Nat ional  park extends down the steep c6astal
s l opes  eas t  o f  t h i s  t r ack  and  a l ong  c r ys ta l  C reek  Va l l e | .  Th i s
Nat ional  Park would be great ly  enhanced i f  i t  was extended west-
wards to inc lude the t ransi t ions f rom rainforest  to open forest
found to\ . rards Hidden Val ley on Running River.

Figure 1. Mep of the l,tount Spec area.
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The main habi tat  is  ra inforest ,  g iv ing a dense canopy except
where there has been t ree fe l l ing or  in areas danaged by cyclone
Althea in December 1971. The understorey is  re lat ively open
al though there is  a dense layer of  shrubs and a th ick tangle of
v ines in damaged areas where more l ight  penetrates.  Sarspar i l la
or Red Ash Alphitonia petriei and Cudgerie Mallotue philippinercie
fr inge the ra inforest  a long the forestry t racks,  at t ract ing
fru i t -eat ing bi rds.  Some tracks are invaded by tussocky grasses,
Lantana,  brambles and watt le sapl ings.  Stands of  Rose cum
EueaLyptue grattdi.s and Red Turpentine Sgneatpia glorruLiferu are found
in the t ransi t ion zones between rainforest  and the eucalypt , /
casuar ina forest .  A part icular ly  impressive stand occurs about
eight  k i lometres along the Paluma -  Ewan Road west  of  Paluma
tovrnship. There is a patch of sclerophyll forest wJ-tl:. Bdnksia,
Leptospernun, Caeuar"Lna, Acaci.a and Xanthoyvhoea among other species at
Widtrs Lookout and banksias,  casuar inas and acacias occur wi th
rainforest  t rees in areas where more l ight  penetrates,  such as
Bir thday Fal ls  and Pa1uma Dam.

THE BIRDS
The List  contains 109 nat ive species recorded in ra inforest  and
transi t ional  f r inging vegetat ion at  Mount Spec and also in ra in-
forest  near the br idge over Crystal  Creek (a l t i tude 350m).  Two
species,  Sooty OsrI  and Graceful  Honeyeater,  are inc luded on the
basis of  cal ls  a lone.  The species order and nomenclature
fol low CSIRO (1969) except r {here t r inomials are used. In such
cases  names  co inc i de  w i t h  S to r r  ( 1973 ) .  Spec ies  no t  men t i oned
by Lavery (1958) are marked rr r i th an aster isk.

The l is t  contains s ixteen species which are at ,  or  very near ly
at ,  the southern l imi t  of  their  normal  geographical  range. These
are Cassowary,  L i t t le  Kingf isher,  Northern Chowchi l Ia,  Mountaj-n
Thornbi l l ,  Fern wren,  Grey-headed Robin,  Boat-b i l led Flycatcher,
Austra l ian Pied Flycatcher,  Grey Whist ler ,  Bower Shr ike-th lush,
Macleay Honeyeater,  Br id led Honeyeater,  Spotted Catbird,  Tooth-
bi l led Bowerbird,  colden Bowerbird and Victor ia Ri f lebird.
Some of  these are common in the area (  e.g.Northern Chowchi l la)
whi le others are rare (  e.g.  Boat-b i1Ied Flycatcher) .

Not included in the list are the White-browed Robin PoeeiLodtuas
eupereiLiosa and Northern Fantail Rhipiduta aetoad., Both have bden
recorded early in the morning on the way up the range about one
kilometre from the Bruce Highway and both occur in the Jouratna
Nat ional  Park at  the base of  the range on Waterv iew Creek,  ten
ki lometres fur ther north a long the Bruce Highway.

Some non-rainforest  species are also worthy of  ment ion s ince
they do not  occur or  are rarely seen on the coast  in the Towns-
ville area. The YeLlow-faced Honeyeater Meliphaga chrysope is
resident  in the eucalypt , /casuar ina forest  and the heathland
between the ra inforest  and Hidden Val-1ey on Running River,  24
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ki lonetres west  of  Paluma. The Fuscous (or  yel lohr- t inted?)
Honeyeater_ i.ieL'tphaga fusca (flaueacens?) and. Noisy Minor Mgzantha
nelanoeephala are both found along Running River at  Hidden Val ley.

fn the br ief  comments on each species,  paluma, the Dam and
Crystal  Creek refer  respect ively to paLuma township,  paluma Dam
and the area adjacent  to the br idge over Crystal  Creek on the
road up the range.

*Cassowary iasuaytue ca.sud."iug
One seen in the seven years,  droppings are occasional ly
seen and breeding has been reported recentLy.  (Dr.  H.
Lavery,  pe?s.corwn.) .

Darter Lnlninga rufa
Recorded at  the Dam in December 197I  and one to four b i rds
seen on a1I  subsequent v is i ts .

Little Pied Cormora?rt Phal.acyocotus nelanaleueoe
T$ro bi rds seen occasional ly  at  the Dam dur ing 1922 and 1973.

LittLe crebe Poi":eeps nouaeholT,anCiae
Sing1e bird seen once on the Dam, November 1969.

Black Duck A.tns supereilicsa
Four seen in August  J-972 and two in October 1923.

Crested Hawk .:-:iceia auLey.")etata
Seen in three separate areas on 19 ani l  20 Decenber,  l -970.

Fork- ta i led Ki te , t luus wia ' rars
Single b i rd seen occasi-onal ly  over the ra inforest .

Whistling Eagle lialiaeter sp;leruras
Seen occasional . ly  over the ra inforest  and in the Dam area.

Grey coshawl< Accipter nouaehollandiae
Seen t lv ice in the paluma area.

*Australian coshawk lcciptet fasciaan
Recorded in the paluma area and adjacent  ra inforest .

Brush Turkel, ;7-ectur.a l.athani
Qui te numerous and of ten seen feeding along the edge of  the

__ .  ro id or  forestry t racks ear ly norning or  evening.
White-headed Stilt Einar-topue hiTentaDue

Three seen I  January,  ig1z and i2 august  1972 at  the Dam.
Red-crowned Pigeon ?til '..xotue reg")l:a

Heard and seen occasior ,a l lv .
Purple-crowned Pigeon :  : i i i rool ts eupenbue

From September to ear ly Afr i l  heard and sombt imes seen
nos t  a reas .

Wompoo Pigeon i.legaLooz'epia -;agr.ijica
Probably resident .  Seen f requent ly and cal1s are near ly
always heard.

*Tor:res Strait Pigeon Di;-"L-\a sp-i1-cnrlrca
Recorded 11 January 1970 

- feeding 
in canopy f ru i t ing t rees

north-east  of  the Dam.
Topknot Pigeon iocholairte e7i:a2.c!arue

About_from August  to l tarch.  Most ly  seen in f l ight  or  perched
in taI l  sparsely fo l iaged t rees r is ing above the canopy.



June 1974 33

White-headed Pigeon Colwrba rorfolciensie
Recorded October to January. Seen once or trilice along
widts Lookout track but seems to prefer the rainforesi
north of the Dam.

Brown Pigeon !4acropggia anboinensie
Corunon resident in rainforest and secondary growth.

Green-winged Pigeon Onlcophape i.ndi,a
Resident_and quite comnon. Most easi.ly seen feeding along
roads and tracks in the early morning. NestE rdith Iwo eggs
found in January and February.

Rainbow Lorikeet TzichgLoeeua lnerutodue
_Usually a few around paluma but not seen in big flocks.

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet T?tchoglosete chloroleVidotua
Always a few about but very numerous and noisy rrhen RoEe
Gums are in flower.

*BLue-faced Lorilet Cyelopsitta di.ophtlnlna nacLeayana
F lock  seen  i n  f i g s ,  oc tobe r  l g70  ( c .A . c .  cameron ,  pe rs .  conm. )

Red-tailed Black Cockatoo Caluptonhut'rchue bankai
Flocks of from five_ to tw6irty ieen in January and February
in the Dam area. AIso recorded from tirEto time in other
tnonths.

Sulphur-crested cockatoo Ca,catuo aalerita
Always a few about but  most l l i  s ingle b i rds.  Flocks of  s ix
to e ight  have been seen occasional ly .

King Parrot Ap?oeftietua eeapularie
ProbabJ-y resident. !{ostly seen in pairs or smal.l parties
but flocks of 30 or more have been seen in lr{arch f3eding
in the Red Ash.

Crimson Rosella Platyeeteue elegans nigreeeene
Snal l  f locks of  e ight  to tan bi rds sornet imes seen ear ly
mornings at  McLel lanrs Lookout.  Most ly  in pairs eugusi
to February feeding in watt les f r inging t ra;ks or  i i  ra in_
forest  secondary growth.

*Pallid Cuckoo Cuanlue pallidua
Seen once at the D-arn, I August 1971.

Brush Cuckoo Caconnntia oayioloeus
Recorded September to April at the Dam and near paluma.
Also occurs at the bridge over Crystal Creek on the way
up the range.

Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacoiwntte pynrhophatas
Mostly seen and heard at €ne oarn and Mcl,ellan's Lookout
between April and November, although it has been seen in
January.

Golden Bronze Cuckoo Chryeoeocega plagoeus
Common in the area. neard during most months.

Pheasant Coucal Cent?opue phaeianinue
One seen at  paluma 24 January,  1970 and a juveni le in the
same area on 30 January,  1971.

Boobook OwI NillotnotaeaeelozCiae
Heard in January, March, AugfuEt and Novetnber.
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*Sooty OwI Jyto tenebricosa
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on 13 February,  1972 at  Pafuna and I  Apr iJ- ,  1973'  a long
the  Echo  c reek  t r ack  a t  abou t  04 :30  and  02 :30  respec t i ve l y ,
a long hi -gh-pi tcher i  s l ight ly  st r ident  descending whist le cal l
was heard.  The cal l  was repeated four t ines wi th an interval
of a minute or nore betlreen each call getting louder and
fadinq as the bi rd approached and f lew over.

*Owlet-nigh|.j ar Aegof,kelee .c"istntu6
seen once in a stand of Rose Gum and Red Turpentine eight
k i lometres vrest  of  Paluma.

Large-ta iled Night j ar Cap't"LrruLgae ra,cruvua
Heard "wood-chopp.ing" near Paluma in september and October
i . r ' .  rnost  vears and in . ru ly 1973.

Grey Sr^rif tleE CoLLcaLia spoCi.opygi.a
Most ly seen hawking over crystal  Creek but  at  around 16:30 on
6 Januarv,  1973 a large f lock was dr inking or  col lect ing
insects f rom the surface of  the water at  the Dam.

*Spine-taileC Swift ili?ufd.apua eeudacutus
A few birds seen f ron l lcLel lan 's Lookout on several
occasions betr , reen'  october and Apr i l .

*Fork-tailed Sh'ift ipas pcc"l.fieue
S ing le  b i r d  r eco rded  i n  Ap r i l  1970 .

Azure Kinqf isher - l leqone anoea
Seen once ort a creek on the r,ray up Mount Spec east of the
Dam in sFbi-emher 1968 and once on a secluded arm of  the
Dan  i n  Augus t  L972 t

*Li t t le  Kingf isher iLcyone pusi lLa
A pair  nest ing on Gracie Creek on 28 November,  L971

Forest  Kingf  isher Eal .cVon npoieaAi
Has been seen duri,ng september and October in rainforest
secondary grol ' / th at  the Dam and at  Bir thday Fa1Ls,  a lso

Sacred Kinqf isher EaLcgon eanctrz
A casual  v is i tor ,  possib ly on migrat ion.  Recorded some years
in August ,  Septemberr ,Octoher,  November,  Apr i l  and May.
Three bi rds seen in d i f ferent  areas in October,  1973 one
looking part icular ly  bedraggled and t ravel  worn.

Rainbow Bee-eater i.lelope otTlatus
RecordeC f ly ing ov-er ia inforest  areas most ly in March and
an r i l r  h r r t  a l so  seen  i . n  Ju l y  and  Oc tobe r .

Noisy Pi t ta ?: t t i .  De"Bi&ip?
bl idespread resident .  , .Can somet i rnes be seen along widts
Lookout t rack and on lahrns in Paluma.

Welcome S$ral-Iow iirar.cio neofre,:a
1\^ro,  sonet imes four,  a lways seen at  the Dan.

Tree-mart in P e iyoekei i'4otc, n'i,g ri cate
A few occasional ly , .seen at  the Dam.

Fa iry-nart in ? ei'ro ehelido,: ayi e L
Seen occasional ly  in snal l  numbers at  the Dam.

Papuan Cuckoo- shrike... .Coyaoittt papuensis rcbus ta
Al though fo l lo$/ ing SEorr ,  I  bel ieve the bi rds seen belong to
the race which calbrai th (1969) cal- ls  C.pacuetat)s etaLkeydand are
corunonly cal led Papuan Cuckoo-shr ike rather than Li t t le  Cuckoo-
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shr ike.  Recorded in ra inforest  f r inge vegetat ion especia l ly
in Rose Gum areas.

Barred Cuckoo-shrike Coraeita Li.neata
Seen in pairsroccasional ly  four b i rds together,  feeding in
Strangler  Figs and other f ru i t ing t rees.

Varied Triller taLage leuaonela
One seen along the road about three kilometres r.rest of Paluma
in september, 1969 and one along the National Park track in
rainforest  near c loudy Creek,  in November,  1972.

*Australian Ground Thrush Zoothetm d,awta
occasionally seen along Widts Lookout track and in a nunber
of  other p laces.

Northern chohrchilla 1r,thonyc apaldingi,
very numerous especially in fairly flat areas and along the
less frequented tracks. Noisy in the early mornings from
October to January or early February.

Brown (or Northern) warbler Gerygone noukt)
Active, vocaL and nurnerous above 350 metles, sometimes in
smal l  f locks,  somet imes in pairs.  Nests seen at  the Dam
in wattles in January.

*Fairy l{arbler Cerygone palpebtoea
occurs at  crystal  Creek and recorded in a patch of  sc lerophyl l
vegetation at Widts Lookout, otherwise not seen at the top of
the range.

*Mountain Thornbill Acanthiza puei.Lla katheyim,
Resident  in pairs and snal l  part ies in ra inforest  at  the top
of  the range.

*Buff-breasted Scrub-wren Sericomie frcntali.e Laevigaater
Occurs in rainforest fringe areas and secondary grorrrth at the
Dam and along the track beyond the Dam. AIso seen eight
kilometres vrest of Paluna in a stand of Rose cum with much
Iovt unciergrohrth.

Yellow-throated Scrub-wren Sericorqde Lathanri
Cotnmon resident in rainforest at the top of the range.

Large-billed Scrub-wren Seticormia nw,gniroatria
Resident and seen feeding from aLnost ground level to Ism
or more,of ten wi th Northern WarbLers and Grey Fantai le.

Fern Wren 1neogcopus Wttu?ali.s
Resident  in a l l  ra inforest  areas on level  ground, seems to
avoid steep s lopes.  Cal ls  heard most ly f rom October to
January.

Lemon-breasted Flycatcher Microeea flaoi,gaaten
Only recorded at  Crystal  Creek.

Grey-headed Robin Hete"otnAias cineebifrone
Conmon resident  in ra inforest  at  the top of  the range. I ts
repeated piping note is one of the most cotnmon calls in the
area.  Nest  wi th eggs found 4 Septernber,  L97L.

Ye11ow Robin Eopsaltria attetl'ali.e
Resident in rainforest fringe areas. Trdo ahrays about in the
wattles and. secondary groi'rth at the Dam.

Pal-e-ye1lov, Robin Eopealtnia eapito tuna
cornmon resident  throuqhout the ra inforest .  Found nest inq
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along widts Lookout t rack and feeding
other areas in october and November.

crey Fantail- li:ipi-zta )iigi.r.csa
Numbers f l -uctuate but  some resident .

SUNBIRD 5 (2)

young there and in

Seen along al l  t racks.
Rufous Fantail !'n"i.tiiwa rwjifrons

Seen at  top of  the range in ra inforest  f rom August  to March
and at  erystal  Creek in Apr i l .  Possib ly absent f rom the
higher a l t i tudes f rom epr i l  unt i l  August .

wiIlie wagtail- ilticiCuva Leueophtgs
A  pa i r  a t  Pa luma ,  Ap r i l  and  Ma .y  1974 .

Leaden Flycatcher iiy'Jagra twbeeula
Seen in November,  1972 along Widts Lookout t rack and in
March  1972  a t  B i r t hday  Fa11s .

*Satin Flycatcher l,luiagna egatoleuca
Recorded at  Mcl ,e l lan 's Lookout on 18 October,  1970 and on
13  Oc tobe r ,  1973 ,  f i ve  we re  seen  i n  w ide l y  sepa ra ted  a reas .

*Boat-billed E lycatcher !4achae?irkynchus f\ath:enter
Rare and elusive but  probably resident .  seen on 3 March
1974 along the road about a k i lometre west  of  Paluma near
the turn of f  to the Rubbish Dump, and also along widtrs
Lookou t  t r ack  on  21  March ,  1974 .

Austra l ian Pied Flycatcher ! . : tses kaupi
Recorded ' rery occasional ly  both at  crystal  Creek and aJ.ong
the road to the Dam at  the top of  the range.

Bl-ack-faced Flycatcher i4onareha rnelarnpsis
Recorded october to.Apr i - I  in  a l l  areas in the ra inforest .
Nes t s  f ound  i n  Janua ry .

Spectacled Flycatcher !4ornrcha trittiTgata
Recorded September to Apr i l  a long Widts Lookout t rack and
in secondary growth around Paluma and at  the Dam and in
August  at  the Crystal -  Creek crossing on the way up the range.

White-eared Flycatcher !,lcrzr.eha Let^cctis
Seen  a t  c r ys ta l  c reek  i n  Augus t  1959  and  November  1970 .  A I so
seen on 5 February foraqing in the fo l iage of  a faI len t ree
brought down by cyclone Al thea.

Golden Whistler Paeliycephala pectoralie
Common resident  at  the top of  the range.

Rufous Whist ler  Fachycepi :a le m' iver iT is
Seen  once  a t  t he  Dam on  I  Augus t  1971 .

*crey l,fhistler PachyeephaT,a e:"rpled peninsulae
Often seen arrd heard in the ear ly morning at  Crystal  Creek.
Recorded three t i rnes at  the top of  the range.

* c rey  sh r i ke - t h rush ' Jc l i u . r i cncLe  ha rmo" r i ca
Always one or  two in watt les and secondary growth at  the Dam.

Rufous Shrike-thrush Colkpleir.oT.a negarhyneha
Not cor.nmon at the top of the range. Seen in secondary growth
around Paluma and at  the Dam and occasional ly  a long t racks.
Res iden t  a t  C rys ta l  C reek .

Bohter Shr ike-thrush CoLTut ie.Jrc la boaer i
cornmon resident  of  the ra inforest  at  the top of  the range.
One near ly a lways seen along t r ' l id ts Lookout t rack.
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Eastern Whipbird Peophodee oliraceue
Cotmron resident of rainforest.

Str iated Si t te l la Neoei t taetui .ata
Seen occasionally in Rose Gum area eight kilometres \regt
of  Pa1uma.

Little Tree-creepet Clinaeterie leucoplnea minor
Common resident in rainforest at the top of the range. Seen
and heard mostly along Echo Creek and Gracie Creek tracks.

Mistletoe Bird Dieaewn hi,mmdiraeetn
Resident. Occurs in secondary gro$rth and rainforest fringe
a reas .

*Spotted Pardalote Patlalotus purrctatu'
Seen in July, August, September about three kilometres west
of Paluma and at the Dam, and in February 1973 along the
road to the Dam-

Black-headed Pardalote Paydalokn nelanocephalue
Seen once in December L970 about three kilometrea Irest of
Paluma at the Star Valley Lookout.

Grey-breasted Silvereye zoste"opi Latepali.e
Small parties alerays about at crystal Creek and alao recorded
at the top of the range in secondary growth along tracka and
at Paluma.

Dusky Honeyeater MgzorrcLa obecuta
Resident  but  e lusive.  Often seen at  Crystal  Creek and
around Paluma.

Scarlet Honeyeater Myzonela aanguinoLenta
Frequent ly seen at  crystal  Creek and recorded spasnrcdical ly
in most areas at  the top of  the ranqe.

craceful Honeyeater t'leliphaga graeiLie
CaII thought to be that of this bird heard on several
occasions at  Crystal  Creek.

Lesser Lewin Honeyeater MeLi.phaga rctata
Resident  at  Crystal  creek and seen occasional ly  up to about
500 metres up the range.

Lewin Honeyeater MeLiphagaLetyinii
Resident at the top of the range in fair numbers and has
also been heard once or  twice at  Crystal  Creek.

*Macleay Honeyeater Meliphaga naeleayaa
Resident at the top of the range and has been Eeen feeding
in B1ack Bean Cdstdzooperqnln a.Btmle blossoms near Crystal
Creek.  Most  easi ly  and regular ly  seen in gardens at  paluma.

Bridled Honeyeater Meliplnga freruta
conunon and at some times of year a noisy resident in rain-
forest at the top of the range. Seen regularly along Echo
Creek and Gracie Creek t racks.  Feeds high in f ru i t ing t reeE.

White-naped Honeyeater MeLithteptue Lwatua
Not conunon but recorded regularly in Rose Gum on the vrestern
fr inge of  the ra inforest  and occasional ly  seen near the Dam.
Resident in eucalypt/casuarina woodland west of the rainforest.

*White-cheeked Honeyeater PlryLidotqrie niget
Seen in f lower ing banksias at  the Dam and at  Bir thday Fal1E,
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aLso feeding in the blossoms of  Red Turpent ine eight  k i lo-
wes t  o f  Pa lu ra  i n  L972  and  1973 .

Eas tern spinebi I I A ecr,thcrhynehus tenuirostl.i s
Resident  at  the top of  the range but  not  numerous.  Seen in
al l  areas but  most  f requent ly at  Paluma.

Red-browed Finch Aegintha ternpoz'alis
.Resident .  Pairs or  smal l  part ies seen in secondary growth
at  the edge of  roads and t racks.

OI ive-backed Or io le At io lus sagi t tatue
Recorded occasionaLly in ra inforest  f r inge areas.

*YelLow Figbird Sphecotkev'es flatsi.oentris
Seen  occas iona l l y  f eed ing  i n  S t rang le r  F i gs .  B l r ds
intermediate in colour betvreen th is and the Southern
Figbird S,"" ie i l lc i . i  have al -so been seen.

Spangled Drongo Dicruraie breeteatue
Recorded at  Paluma and in ra inforest  f r inge areas;  occasion-
a l l y  w i t h i n  t he  ra i n fo res t .

I^ihite-breasted I,Iood- swal lov/ Artannts Leucoz,hgnchus
Seen occasional ly  at  Paluma and c i rc l ing over the ra inforest .

Pied Currahrong gt?epe"a greattLina
Occasional  inf luxes,  especia l ly  in August  and September.

Spotted Catbird .\iluroedus c'taeairostris naculosue
Common resident .  Inquis i t ive;  of ten comes . to invest igate
a  v i s i t o r  t o  i t s  t e r r i t o r y .

Tooth-bi11ed Bower-bi rd :cencpoeetes d.ent i?oetr is
Common resident .  Noisy and act ive at  i ts  p layground f rom
about October to lTanuary.

Golden Bower-bi,rd ?yicroduya neutcniana
pair ly  conmon resident  at  the top of  the range f rom 900
netres.  Act ive at  r -heir  bowers f rom September to end of
January or  ear ly February but  a lso occasj .onal ly  seen at
the borrer in JuIy and August. Bowers found r^rithin the
forest  a long cracie Creek and Echo Creek t racks.

Satin Bower-llird ?tilcnorky.,ehue uioLaceug
Fair ly  conmon resident .  May be seen and heard at  their
bowers f rom July to ear ly February but  most  act j -ve f rom
October to January.  One f requent ly seen at  the camping
and  n i cn i c  a rea  a t  t he  Dam.  I t  has  a  bower  i n  t he  a fea .

Victoria Ri.flebird Ptiioy,Le oar.edieeus tietoriae
Fair ly  cotnmon resident .  l teard an<l  seen throughout the area.

Australian Crow :o'/a.L.s o!1a
One  o r  two  b i r ds  seen  occas iona l l v .
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A CHESTNUT TEAL NEAR INNISFAIL
TERENCE R. LINDSEY AND H.B. GILL

On 16 Septenher 1972, we v is i ted Eubenangee Srramp (17031'S,146002'E)
about 15km north of  Innisfa i l ,  eueensland.

one adult male chestnut rear Anae castanea r4ras Located in rafts
totalling about 100 crey TeaI Anaa gibberifioza on one fajoon in
the swarnp.  The s ight ing_was made i rom a- low hi l l  over iooking
the lagoon, at  a range of  about 150 metres.  There was a l iqht
overcast i  the weather was mi ld and the wind negr ig ibre.  obierv-
at ions were made wi th 7 x 35 and IO x 50 binoci la is and a 2Ox
telescope. The fo l lowing descr ipt ion was noted:

-^_,Si3:_?ld 
proport ions v i r tual ly  ident ical  wi th those of  crey

TeaJ_ ctosely surrounding i t .  Head bot t le green,  ro i th a h igh gioss;
breast  and most of  v is ib le body r ich mahog;ny red.  There ias a
conspicuous whi te crescent on lhe f lank,  ind-blackish "stern".  The
eye was dark.  The bi rd was natched.for  about ten or  f i f teen minutes.
I t  f loated quiet ly  on the hrater ,  and was not  observed to d ive.

The male Chestnut  Teal  could be confused only wi th a Hardhead
Avthaa au,t"alis or conceivably a mare arue-wiiged shoverer .4nae
rhytnhotie. The present bird r,ras separated fr5m ftardhead by much
smalLer s ize,  typical  Anas s i lhouet l .e on \^rater ,  green headl  and
b lack i sh r_no t  h rh i t e , - unde r t a i l  cove r t s ,  and  f r om 'ma le  shove le r  uy
s i ze ,  l ack  o f  wh i t e  f ac i a l  c rescen t ,  da r k  eye ,  and  s rna t l  b i l l .
One of  us (L indsey) is  very fami l iar  wi th Ciestnut  Teal  in the



40 SI'NBIRD 5 (2)

region of  Sydney,  New South ! , la les,  and both are fami l iar  hr i th
Hardhead and Blue-winged Shoveler .

Two unusual ly  dark female teal  were associated wi th the duck,
and were thought to be fernale Chestnut Teal, but the range r.ras
considered too extreme for  posi t ive ident i f icat ion of  females.

The range rnap given by Fr i th (1957) inpl ies that  the species is
"very unusual"  over most  of  Queensland except the extreme south-
eas t .  S to r r  ( 1973 )  g i ves  t he  s ta f - us  o f  t he  spec ies  as  , ' a  r a re
vis i tor  .  .  .  north to Bowen".  There are several  records f rom the
Atherton Tableland (Bravery,  I97O),  but  the species has not  prev-
i ous l y  been  reco rded  i n  t he  I nn i s f a i l  a rea  (G i11 ,  1970 ) .  I n
short  there appear to be very few publ ished observat ions of  th is
spec ies  i n  t r op i ca l  no r t h  oueens land ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  coas ta l  a reas i
and accordingly i t  seems desirable to put  the above s ight ing on
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SIGHTING OFA GREY NODDY IN QUEENSLAND
CIIRIS CORBEN, GLEN INGRAil AND BIIL wlTSON

on 14 Apr i l  1973, we were watching for  sea bi rds f rom ^Camel Rqck,
approximately one k i lometre north of  Point  Lookout (27"25rs,153"
33'E) on North Stradbroke Island. There was a heavy cloud cover,
and a strong souther ly wind.  Camel Rock consists of  t ! ro,  smal l ,
rocky headlands,  part ly  separated by a narrow ! fu1ly.  We vrere
seated on one such headland,  about f i f teen metres f rom the sea-
ward edge and ten metres above sea level. Cresteal Tetna Stezqw
bergii and Little Terns S.sineneie wete numerousi Comnon Noddies
Aroue stoll:dus, wedge-tailed Shearwaters htffi.nua paeificue and
Australian cannets SuLa baseoa $rere seen frequently and Cotturpn
Ierns Stewn hirundo" White-winged Black Terns S. Leucoptena and one
White-capped Noddy Aroua tftLratue were also present.

At  approximately 17:30 the l ight  had faded to the point  where
sea-watching t^tas of little value. Ite r,rere about to leave when
a smal.1,  rather pale tern was seen to r ise over the southern
edqe of  came1 Rock and f ly  past  us at  a d istance of  no more than
f i f teen metres.  The f i rs t  impression was of  a noddy-type colour
pat tern,  in that  there was a dist inct  whi t ish cap,  occupying a
simi lar  posi t ion to that  in other noddies.  However,  the remain-
der of  the upperparts were a dist inct  b lue-grey s imi lar  to that
found in several  petre ls,  for  example Pr ions Paehgpt i la.

With very litt1e wing movement, the bird raced downwind over the
edge of  the headland,  then down to f ly  a long the beach and dis-
appear behind sand dunes to the inunediate north. Apart from the
paler  cap,  i ts  colourat ion was very uni form, though paler  on the
underparts,  part icular ly  the underwing l in ing.  The ta i l  tapered
towards i ts  t ip,  and did not  appear part icular ly  tong.  The body
was smal l  and compact and the bi rd seemed graceful  and del icate.

I,le believe that this bird was a Grey Noddy Pyoeeleterrn caezaLea
(Bennett ) .  Al though there are several  records f ron New South
wales,  part icular ly  f rom around Sydney,  we know of  no previous
record of  th is species in Queensland.  The c losest  breeding
grounds are Lord Howe Is land and Norfo lk Is land.

MR C.J. C)&BEN, 104 LeuorthA StTeet, Bandon, QueengLdnd. 4065.
MR G,J. ING&AM, 17 Winston St"eet, RoehedaLe, QueercLand. 4123,
W w, VATS0N, Bont:i,as St"eet, East BaLLira, Nea South Walea 2428.
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THE YELLOW SILVEREYE
IN NORTH-EAST QUEENSLAND

It.J. LAVERY AND R.J. GRIMES

Le  Soue f  ( 189 I )  and  Ga lb ra i t h  ( 1957 )  have  re fe r red  t o  obse r -
vations of the yellow Silvereye Zostepops Lutea Gould in eastern
Austra l ia but  these observat ions have not  been accepted,  for
examp le  by  Mees  (1969 ) .

Lavery and Seton ( in press) consider the species,  on the basis
of  col lect ions made dur ing dist r ic t  fauna surveys,  as colnrnon
in the lower Burdekin River d ist r j .c t .  The fo l lo$r ing specimens
col lected on 1l  March 1971 at  Barrat ta Creek v ia Brandon in
north-east  Queensland,  compared wi th mater ia l  taken on 14 August
1966 at  Karumba on the Gul f  of  Carpentar ia,  are of fered in
support  of  th j ,s  considerable extension of  range f rom that  of
north-rr restern Austra l ia to the GuIf  of  Calpentar ia.

Length (m) .
Weighr Exposed

Age and sex (g) Total Wlng culnen Tarsus Mid-toe

BARMTTA CREEK, Q.

A d u l t  f e m a l e ' t  8 . 9  f I 2  5 3  9 . 5  L 6 , 2  9 . 3

l m a t u r e  ? f e m a l e  1 0 . 7  l z L  5 6  1 0 . 1  1 6 . 9  L L . z

Inmature  ?ma1e 10.9  L32 52  9 .9  -  10 .0

KARWBA, Q.

A d u l t  f e m a l e  8 . 3  1 0 5  5 6  1 t . 0  1 6 . 0  I 1 . 0

A d u l t  n a l e  9 . 5  1 1 5  5 7  1 0 . 0  1 7 . 0  1 1 . 0

*  Specinen now in Department of  Pr lnary lndustr iesr  Col lect ion,
North Queensland Fauna Centre,  Townsvi i le.

The three specimens f rom nangroves,  chief ly  whi te mangrove
|s:icer..,ia nar-ite (Forsk. ) vierh. var . a:tatralasica (wal-p. ) Moldenke
( i den t i f i ed  by  Bo tany  B ranch ,  D .p . I . ,  B r i sbane )  bo rde r i ng  t he
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lower reaches of Barratta Creek are indistinguishable in plumage
from those inhabiting Karumba, identified as Zoetervpl lutea Lutea
Gould by Mees 1961 and others; that is the upper parts of the
eastern form are mostly aLso olive yellolr (colour 2D? in,ilethuen
Handbook of  Colour ' ,  1961) and the lower parts most ly  are v iv id
yel low to yel los,  (colours 2A8 and 2BB).

The s imi lar i ty  betvreen these widespread populat ions just i f ies
acceptance of  the intermediate local i ty  records of  le Souef
(Loc.c i t .  )  and seaton (1956) (one of  the North Barnard rs landE,
and Edge Hi l l  in  Cairns,  respect j .vely)  part icular ly  because these
incorporate similar mangrove habitat. The records also indicate
the possibility of discovery in other nangrove areas of eastern
Oueensland.

The construct ion and locat ion of  nests (sturdy,  cup-shaped,
lined nests bound to several branches of mangrove treeE over-
hanging water and t idal ly-exposed mud f lats of  estuar ine st leamE),
egg-laying season (,fanuary, February and March), clutch size and
appearance 12 x C/3,  pale b lue),  foods ( inc luding larval  and
adul t  Coleoptera) ,  per iod of  wing moul t  ( inc luding March),  and
patchy distribution within the mangrove zone, were as recorded
for  the species elsewhere in northern AustraLia (see e.g.  Mees
1 9 5 1 ) .
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NOTES ON THE BEHAVIOUR OF TERNS
AT ONE TREE ISLAND

KEES HULS}IAN

From November,  1973 to March,  l -974 on one Tree Is land (23o31's '
152005'E) in the capr icorn Group I  observed the behaviour of
seven species of  tern in their  foraging,  sk imming and inter-
actions with the silver G:uLl- Ldras rottaehollanliae. some obser-
vat ions were also rnade on chick behaviour,  especia l ly  those of
the Lesser Crested letn Sterna bengalensis '

This work is  part  of  the research in which I  an engaged and
fol lows on the prel iminary observat ions made by Domm and Recher
(1973).  These authors have descr ibed the study area and comm-
ented on the breeding and feeding ecology of  the terns on One
Tree  I s l and .

TIME OF FORAGING

Buckley and Buckley (1972) found that  the Royal  Tern Sternanas' ina
nar i ra foraged on the incoming t ide and " the greatest  concentra-
t i on  o f  b i r cs  was  usua l l y  no ted  a t  ha l f - t i de , "  sugges t i ng  t he
importance of  t ide as a cue to feeding rather than t ime of  day.
Si lTr i lar  behaviour was noted in S.berqaLenele on one Tree Is land.
The largest-  numbers were usual ly  seen foraging on the lat ter
hal f  of  the incoming t ide and fu l l  t ide.  General ly  the number
of  b i rds foraging on the fa l l ing t ide decreased. I lowever,  "Birds
a re  essen t i a l l y  oppo r t un i s t i c  f eede rs "  (Reche r ,  1971 - )  and  i f  a
school-  of  f ish is  crossing the reefr  large numbers of  S.bengalerais
wi l l  forage on them dur ing any stage of  the t ide.

The Crested '!eun Sierrn berg")4, B1ack-naped Tern Stema sunat"atta.
Roseate Tern sterna do'ugai-Li and Little Tern Sterra albifrorc mostly
congregate at  h igh t ide on the is land or  on exposed rubble banks,
a l t hough  many  i nd i v i dua l s  r ema in  ou t  f o rag ing .

The number of  Br id led lerns Siet-a.  araet l :eta on , the is land fa l ls
s tead i l y  f r om  sun r i se  un t i l  15 :30  o r  l - 6 : 00  and  t hen  r i ses  sha rp l y
abou t  15 :30 .  cene ra l l - y  mos t  b i r ds  a re  back  by  18 :00 .  Some t i nes
200  o r  mo re ; . a r . ce l : he tahad  no t  r e tu rned  by  19 :00 .  As  t hey  a re  no t
present in the ear ly morning I  assume they spend the night  on
is lands between one Tree ancl  their  feeding grounds.

Flocks of the l,^lhite-capped ]'Joddy .4''cus ,ninutus may be seen foraging
at  a l l  t imes of  the day.  The major i ty  of  f locks which htere seen
in the lagoon or outer  margin of  the reef  were between 08:00 and
13 :00 .  Be te reen  12 :00  and  16 :00  manv  roos t  i n  F i scn ia  t r ees  bu t
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large fJ.ocks may be seen in the lagoon during,this tirne. Noddies
fron neighbouring islands such as Heron and Lady Mu8grave forage
around the One Tree Reef. Presumably some of these will roost on
the island or rest on the water during the hottest part of the
day .

BEHAVIOUR IN FORAGING FLOCKS

WHITE-CAPPED NODDY

Whi lst  foraging in f locks,  Inoae usual ly  f Iy  c lose to the surf ,ace,
wi th in.one metre of  i t .  Of ten they forage in J.arge f locks drop-
ping onto the water to capture small fish driven to the surface
by pisc ivores (see Ashmole and Ashmole,  L967i  Domm and Recher, .
I 9 7 3 ) .

The ratio of the surface area covered by the prey species to the
number of Anoue fotaglng on them wiLl contribute to the ease wLth
which prey may be captured. At one time certain individuals can-
not  get  at  the f ish whi le others do,  but  a 1 i t t1e later  prevLously
hindered individuals may get fish because either the f18h are
driven- to -r.rhere tley are or to a place vacated or unoccupied by
other b i rds.  f t  is  unl ikely that  part icular  indlv iduals are
constant ly  prevented f rom catching f ish.

When a school is no longer available to the blrds they fly about
attempting to relocate it. Anoue may range over seveiaL hundred
metres in their  search.  When the f ish are avai lable again they
aggregate over them.

BLACK-NAPED TERN AND ROSEATE TERN

These.two specj .es use- s imi lar  foraging tact ics.  They ai r  d ip i .e. ,
gqey i_s captured in the air without contact with the lrater, lontact
c l ip i . .e."  the bi rd 's b i lL makes br ief  contact  wi th the vraier  to
pick up prey but its forward flight does not stop, and plunge to
the surface from tr^ro to six metres into the school of fish (term-
inology f rom Ashmole and Ashmole,  196?).  They do not  d ive ae
frequently as Anous dip. Diving into the periphery of the Echool
gf plgy species- may provide these terns with tnore iish or oppor-
tunities than when trying to forage where the school is denibEt.

Being sma11 these terns can tnanoeqvre very well arnong the lndivid-
uals of the flock. Tle_ Ionger tail of S.dougall,i. gives it greater
manoeuvrability in flight than S,Bunat"@ta; perhapi an advaitage
in dense foraging f locks.

BRIDLED TERN

S.anaetheta is often seen foraging with flocks of Attous ln the
shrell sometj.mes near the surf. S, anaetheta air dips, contact
dips and plunges to the surface frorn two to six melres. Thig
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species also can manoeuvre extremely wel . l  in  f l ight  but  may
encounter similar difficuLties as S.sunatrotaand. S.dowalli w}ren
foraging wi th large f locks of  At iou! ,

LESSER CRESTED TERN AND CRESTED TERN

Because of  their  s ize they cannot manoeuvre as wel l  as previously
mentioned species. S.bengalensis and S,bet'gii are not seen foraging
with flocl<s of Aroue as often as the other terns are. yilhen they
do, they dive from seven to ten metres. Unl"ess S.bengaleneie and
S.bengii are on the periphery of the flock they do not dive very
o f t en .

LITTLE TERN

Sterma alb"Jftcns is the smallest tern on the island but it plunges
to the surface or dives direct to its prey from ten to thirteed
metres.  f t  is  even less adapted to foraging in f locks than the
other species of  tern.

SKIMMINC

A11 species have been seen skimming i ,e,  the bi l l  is  opened and
the lcwer manible is  pushed through the water as the bi rd f l iea.
S,bergi i  of ten skims vr i th a f ish in i ts  b i1 l .  S.bengaleneie may
ski .m just  af ter  swal lowing a f ish or  at  other t imea but  f  have
not seen one skim wi th a f ish in i ts  b i I I .  Simi lar lv  S.swratvana,
and S.douaal l i  wi l l  sk in just  af ter  swal lowing a f is i t .  The
signi f icaice Eo S.betgi . i  o i  sk imming wi th a f ish in i ts  b l I I  is
not  und.erstood,  but  i t  may be merely dr inking,  b i l l  c leaning or
a displacement act iv i ty  (see Manning,  1967) resul t ing f rom being
unable to f ind i ts  mate or  an unsuccessful  at tempt to in i t iate a
courtship f l ight .  Buckley and Buckley (1972) sugggsted that
skimning by S.nonina nafi:na afl-et catching a crab or fish "is not
dr inking . . .  but  rather a means of  soothing or  c leaning their
b i l ls  af ter  they have been pecked at  or  i r r i tated by c iabs,  c laws
(or occasional ly  f ish)  .  "  Possib ly S.bergi i  sk ims wi th a f ish in
i ts  b i l l  to c lean or  soothe the i r r i tat ion of  i ts  b i l1 caused bv

INTEMCTIONS WITI{ SILVER GULL
The fact  that  gul ls  steal  tern eggs is  wel l  documented (e.g.  croaa,
1954 ;  D ru r y ,  L965 i  Hoh ra rd ,  1968 ;  Ha t ch ,  1970 )  .  L . noodeho l l anC i , ae  I s
no except lon,

S,berg" i ' l  to lerated s i lver  Gul Is on the per iphery of  the nest ing
area.  I f  a gul l  came too c lose the s i t t ing tern lunged at  the
intruder or  f lew up and dive-bonlced i t .  The lat ter  method was
not as ef fect ive as the former one in protect ing the eggs becauae
it exposed the egg and gave the gu1l tine betweln swoops to break
i t .
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The smaller S.a1ttvtzjdr1a mobbed gulls entering their nesting area.
This method of defence of the nest lraa more effective in drlvinE
of the intruders than that of S.beryii..

S.bengii carrying fish back to groups resting on the Lgland are
harassed by gulls. The guLls did not chase terna carrying fLeh
but r,raited for them to land in or near the group and trL6d to
steal the fish from then. However I saw only one gull succeed in
stealing a fish from S.betgii. Usually the tern saw the gull
approaching and escaped.

The gulls concentrate their fish stealing attacks on S.bengalercia.
This species forages along the outer margin of the reef and on
schools of Atherinidae close to the isLand. The gulls git on the
exposed reef or island near the foraging terns and chaae them
when the fish are caught. The guLls $rere successfut in stealing
f ish in approximately 10* of  the chases.

A.miratr.s, S.ewratrata, S.dougaLLi and. S.aLbifione whiLe carrying fieh
are rarely harassed by gul ls .  Dunn (1973) suggeEted that  the
energy yield fron sma1l fish did not "brarrant the effort' involved
in chasing the bi rd to steal  i ts  catch.

CRECHE BEHAVIOUR
At low tide, the S.bettgalensia creche moved to the outer nargin crf
the reef close to the waterrs edge. The high tide drove chicks
to_the higher ground of the first rubble bank. As the chicka Eot
older and ranged more widely over the expoEeA reef they were oit-
en cut off from the higher ground by the incorning tide. When the
part of the reef they were on yras being covered they swarn in
tight groups across channels to the higher ground of thc firgt
rubble bank.

The chicks formed a tightly packed group when purBued by hturans
and once went into the water to escape irom us. they.r-turned
to an exposed part of the reef about 30 metres from *|tcre re rere
standinq. when we attempted to capture some of the chickr, tliey
scattered and regrouped a Ehort distance away (cf. Buckley and
Buck ley ,  L9721 .

During the chase some of the adults present dive-bombed ua utter-
j-ng alarm calls, whilst others kep! circling above the fleeing
chicks. Adults exhibited similar behaviour of circling irhll8t
the chicks were swirnrning or the White-breasted Sea Eagle
HaL'leehte Leueogaetez, was flying over. Once a female Lesser Frigate
Bird F?,egata-az,iel harassed a Lesler Crested Tern carrying a fish
above a Creche. The Frigate Bird lras mobbed by ten to'fliteen
S.bengaleroie and the tern carrying the fish esc-ped with the fish.

An.adul t rs recogni t ion of  i tE chick appeared to be in i t ia l ly  by
voi.ce and confirmed by sight. At the age of three to four weeka;
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chicks answered any adul t  carry ing f ish and cal l ing.  At  f ive to
s i x  weeks ,  t he  ch i ck ' s  r ecogn i t i on  o f  t he  pa ren t s '  ca l l s  was  good
e.g.  of  32 adul ts carry ing f ish,  one chick answered f ive and waa
fed three t i -mes.  on several  occasions an adul t  looked as though
it hras going to feed a chick but then pulled back or swerved, away
fron the beqging chick.  I t  seemed as though i t  real ised at  the
Iast  monent that  the chick was not  i ts  own.

Si lver  Gul ls  stood on the per iphery of  the creche at tenPt ing to
steal  f ish f rom the adul t  terns t ry ing to feed their  chicks.
Simi lar  behaviour by gul ls  at  a S.bery i i  creche was reported by
Donun  and  Reche r  ( 1973 ) .

Buckley and,  BuckJ-ey (1972) suggested that  the creche of fered
the chicks protect ion f rom predators and f reed the adul ts to
forage for  the large arnounts of  food rvhich their  chicks require.
Somet imes only a few adul ts are near the creche and so both
parents of  many chicks can forage s imul taneously.

A disadvantage of  the creche is  the di f f icul ty  the adul ts have
in  f i nd i ng  t he i r  ch i cks .  Th i s  i s  f u r t he r  comp l i ca ted  by  t he
inter ference f rom gul ls  when the aduf t  terns return wi th f ish for
t h e i r  c h i c k s .

The chi .cks of  i ,anaetheir  do not  form a creche but  remain around
their  nest  s i tes amongst  the vegetat ion.  The adul ts regurgi tate
food for  their  chicks so are rarely harassed by gul1s seeking
f ish.  Young chicks ( ]ess than one t , ,eek) f reeze when disturbed,
pressed c lose to the ground. o lder chicks ( three weeks or  rnore,
runners)  move awal '  f rom the nest  and hide amongst  the shrubs or
under a faI1en t ree branch.  These chicks are very hard to f ind.
Both their  behaviour and crypt ic  colour ing give the chicks
excel lent  protect ion f rom predators.
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WHITE.EARED HONEYEATER NORTH OF THE TROPIC

A.C.M. GRIFFIN

On 20 April 1973, two^White-e€red Honeyeaters Meliplaga Letaoti,a
\ . rere seen at  Burra (20-44rs,145-1lrE) r . rhere the Fl inders Highway
crosses the Dividing Range roughly midway betr.reen pentland and
Torrens Creek. They were feeding 1ow in profusely flowering
bushes of Gpetsi.LLea deeota on the eastern side of the- range and
hrere seen vre1l from a distance of only ei.ght to ten metres, Eo
that  their  ident i ty  was unmistakable.

They appeared slightly furtive as if wishing to avoid confront-
ation with the resident Brown Honeyeaters Liclvnetu indietittcta
and were remarkably quiet for thi8 6pecies, though it vras their
caLls vrhich had f i rs t  drar^ 'n at tent ion to their  presence.

As th is was only an overnight  camp i t  was not  possib le to watch
the birds for long and it is not known how long they had been in
the area or how long they stayed. There was no sign of then on
the weekend of 5 and 6 May.

The White-eared Honeyeater is a bird of the south-east interior
of pueensland and is distributed n6rth to the Tropic of Capricorn
(23-27'S).  I  was surpr ised to see then th is far  north and wondered

$rhether there are other records of this species north of the
T rop i c .

MS A,C,M, CRIFFLN, P,O. Boc 1305, IoansviLle, Queeneland, 4810,
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FIRST QUEENSLAND RECORD OFTTIE SHOEMAKER
D.P. VERNON AND D.H. FLEAY

During the cyctonic depression wi th accompanying heavy ra in and
strong winr is  rvhich so deleter iously af fected south-eastern Queens-
land 25 to 27 January L974'  many sea bi rds were dr iven ashore.  The
most interest ing record f rom the GoId eoast  was an adul t  Shoemaker
(White-chinned ietrel) Fvccellaz'ia aequitwctial'is fourid alive at
Coo langa t t a  on  28  Janua ry  1974 .  f t  was  t aken  t o  D .H .  F l eay ' s
Fauna Reserve at  l {est  Bur le igh rvhere i t  d ied on 2 February 1974.
Short ly  af ter ,  i t  was presented to the Queensland Museum and
prepared as a study skin wi th one wing separate and spread.

I t  has long been known that  P.aequinoet iaZis is  an abundant pel-agic
spq:c ies of  southern oceans ranging f rom the Antarct ic  to about
30 "s  l a t i t ude  i n  t he  no r t h .  Acco rd i ng  t o  Mu rphy  (1936 ,  p .643 )
"south ceorgia is  the most g laciated is land at  vrhich the Epecies
nests whi le the FaIk land is land.s represents the mi lder extreme of
i t s  b reed ing  range " .  A l t hough  i t  b reeds  on  i s l ands  sou th  o f  New
Zea land  (Se rven t y  : ' ,  : J . ,  L97 l ) ,  o l i ve r  ( 1955 )  t t r o t e  "e l sewhe re  f n
the  Nev ,  Zea land  reg ion  i t  i s  on l y  an  occas iona l  v i s i t o r . "

To  da te  t he re  a re  t h ro  Aus t ra l i an  r eco rds  (Se rven t y  e t  aL . ,  1971 ) .
A feathered skul l  and skeleton,  Nat ional  Museum of  Victor ia regis-
tered l t ro.  87208, was found by C. Beauglehole at  DiscoverY BaY,
Victor ia on 15 l4arch 1959. This specinen was discussed at  length
by Lealmonth ( I960,  1962).  The second specimen known for  Austra l - j .a
was the remains of  a beachhtashed bird found by G. Holmes at  Ner.{ -
cast le Bight ,  l ler^r  south l^ fa les on 14 December 1968 (Serventy et  aL. ,
1971 ) .  A l t hough  ra re  i n  Aus t ra l i an  Museums ,  Mu rphy  (1936 ,  p .542 )
recorded that  "The American Museum Col lect ion contains a large
ser ies of  shoemakers f rom the oceans on both s ides of  gouthern
Amer i ca  and  a l so  f r om the  Aus t ra l as j - an  reg ion " .

Campbe l l  ( 190 f ,  p . 897 )  r , r r o te  o f  t he  spec ies  "Th i s  l a rge ,  da rk
co lou red  Pe t re l ,  w i t h  consp i cuous  wh i t e  ma rk i ngs  abou t  i t s  f ace
is a f lyer  over the southern seas and has been noted of f  New South
i , r a l es  and  Tasman ia .  : he re  has  been  a  l i t t l e  d i f f i cu l t y  abou t
determining the species on account of  the var iat ions.  in some ind-
i v i dua l s  o f  t he  f ac i a l  ma rk i ngs ,  espec ia l l y  unde r  t he  ch in . "
var iat ions of  facia l  and chin markings of  specimens f rom the
Kerguelen region anC observat ions at  sea are depicted by Fal la
(1937) whi le the spectacled form ea, :spic i i1-etc is  deJ. ineated by
S l a t e r  ( 1 9 7 0 ) .

De ta i l s  o f  t he  spec imen  a re  as  f o l l ows  :  Q .M .  015178 ,  adu l t  ma1e ,
gonads  no t  en la rged  (8  x  4 rnm)  ,  s ku l l  f u l 1y  oss i f i ed .  Soo t y  b l ack
both dorsal  and ' , 'entra l  wi th whi te t r langular  patch between the
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l-ower mandibles, an area about 25 x l2nun. Near the centre of the
white area there are three feathers $rhich are partly sooty black.
Iris dark brorrn, bill yellowis.h horn. culmen alal tip of unguis
and mandibular sulcus and groove running along the lower nandible
black.  Tarsus and feet  b1ack.  Measurements in n iL l inetres are
as fo l lows:  tota l  length in f lesh 485,  culmen 54,  wing 380,
w ingspan  1285 ,  t a i l  128 ,  t a r sus  66 ,  m idd le  t oe  an i l  c l aw  84 .  The
weight  of  the specimen was 611.5 grams. Specimen Q.M. 015178
compares very c losely wi th one i l lustrated by codman (199?-10).
Of the black petrels, the shoemaker is second in size only to
the Giant Petrels, Mae?onectes giganteue and M.halli.

l lurphy (L936, p.542) d iscussed the vernacular  name in th is vein i
"At South ceorgia where this large black petrel is extraordinarily
abundant, I once asked a Norwegian whaleman why the bird wag
caLled 'Shoemaker ' .  He repl- ied.  nBecause he s i ts  in h ie shop and
sings . . . "  In ear ly whal ing days i t  vras also known as rst inker '

by the rnen hecause of the rank odour enitted by the birde. The
cal ls  of  the bi rds are reported by Murphy as fo l lowe: "Dur lng the
active courtship season November, the peculiarly penetrating cr{ee
of the Shoemaker make the night air ring and sound at a distance
l i ke  a  cho rus  o f  f r ogs . "
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SILVER GULLS HAWKING INSECTS
KEES HI'LS},IAN

The Si lver  Gul I  Iarzs ro.^aehcLlanciae ls  a very versat i le forager.
I t  can scavenge, p lunge for  f ish,  steal  f ish f rom other b i rds,
steal  eggs and hawk insects.  In latson and I ' lheeler  (1963) rePort
three instances of  Si lver  Gul ls  hawking anongst  large numbers
of  insects,  \ " rh i Ie Green (1956) rePorts Si lver  Gul1s hawking at
a height  of  approximately 100 metres.

The fo l lowing observat ions were made op 5 February 1974 betvteen
0 ? : 4 3  a n d  1 9 : 0 0  o n  o n e  T r e e  r s l a n d  ( 2 3 " 3 1 r s , 1 5 2 ' 0 5 ' E ) ,  G r e a t
Barr ier  Reef.  The insects the gul ls  were feeding on r , rere mant ids
s i x  t o  e i gh t  cen t ime t res  l ong .  s i ng le  man t i ds  f l ew  ac ross  t he
lagoon at  a height  of  s ix to n ine metres assisted by a wester ly
wina of  12 knots.  This suggests that  the mant ids were blown f rom
the rnain land or  is lands between the eoast  and One Tree IsLand.

One to four Si lver  Gul ls  were standing on the north-$test  face of
the is land and s ighted s ingle rnant ids approximately 30 netres ahtay.
A gul l  f lew tovtards a mant id and hovered when the insect  hras 30
to  60  cen t i ne t res  away .  The  gu l l  pos i t i oned  i t se l f  so  t ha t  t he
mant id f le\ , r  into the open bi1 l .  somet imes the nant id was knocked
to the water f rom where i t  l , ras p icked up by the 9u11.

Man t i ds  we re  t aken  by  S i l ve r  Gu l l s  f r on  va r i ous  ang les .  A  9u11
would f ly  about 45 degrees to the path of  the mant id ani l  in ter-
cept  i t .  on one occasion t \ , ro Si lver  Gul1s at temPted to caPture
the same mant id.  Si lver  Gul l  ( I )  at tempted to take the mant id
head on but  knocked i t  dovrn and s i lver  cu1l  (2)  grabbed the
fal l ing j .nsect .  on two occasions mant ids escaPed f ron Si lver
GuIIs.  F i rst ly ,  a s i lver  GuI l  at tenpted to take the mant id heAd
on but  the insect  h i t  the qul l 's  b i l l ,  bouncet l  upward and cont in-
ued on j - ts  easter ly  f l ight .  The second t ime, a Si lver  GuI l
knocked a mant id downward but  the insect  quickly regained i ts
easter ly  d i rect ion and swerved over the top of  another gul l .

o f  t he  22  a t t e rnp t s  t o  ca t ch  man t i ds  obse rved '  20  t t e re  success fu l .
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WINTER SIGHTING OF A WHITE-TAILED KINGFISHER
DAVID B.J. TIIOMAE

While banding birgs undeq the Australian Bird Baniling Sch€me
at l {oon niver (  16-53'sr145-45'r )  just  north of  Cairns on 2 August
1973, a lChite-tailed Kingfisher Tdnyeiptera dyltti.a was caught in
a mist net. The bird managed to free itself from the bottont
shelf of the net as I approached and fleqr off in a north-eaatcrly
di rect ion.  In escaping,  the bi rd 1o6t  one of  i ts  \ rh i te ta i l
feathers which I have gaved. ?he specimen appeared to be in
perfect cond-ition. No other sighting of a Slhite-talled Klng-
f isher was.made in the s ix days I  was workj .ng in the area.

The area r^there the bird was observed was one of layered eucalypt
wooclland adjacent to the coaat. The forest forms part of Moon
River earavan Park. During the tlnre f was there the lteather wag
very windy and warm rrith scattered showers.

The White-tailed Kingfisher is a sunmer tnigrant to northern
Austra l ia presumably f rom Nerf ,  cuinea.  Ms H.B. c i l I  (c i I l  1964,
Enu 63:  273-2761 gives the ear l iest  arr ival  a late at  fnnisfa i l
as 27 October and the latest 8 Novenber. She also cotrunents,
"They appear to arrive all together, and are here in nurnberg
overnight ,  noisy and plent i fu l . "  The departure in autumn also
appears to be very regular  as c i l1 statea (p.2731, "The mature
birds disappear as quickly and completely as they came, about
the first week in April. The short-tailed young onea appear
to  f o l l ow  a  week  o r  two  1a te r ,  . . . "

MR D.B,J. TH)MAE, 4 Poet 0ffiee, Redlynch, Sueenel@1d 4872.
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LOVELY WREN NEAR TOWNSVILLE
A.C.M. GRIFTIN

storr (1973) gives the range of the Lovely wre'J. Malu"uo ombili.e
as Cape York and south to the Herbert  River.  McGiI l  (1970)
gives the dist r ibut ion as Cape York Peninsula extending fur the!
down the east  coast  to near Townsvi l le.  A more precise local i ty
record near To$rnsvi l le  may be of  interest .

From ]968 to late 1971 I  saw a pair  of  Lovely wrens on most
v is i ts  to saunders Beach, a set t lement 24 krn north-west  of  Towns-
vi l le  ( referred to as Jal loonda on Army Survey Corps mapg).  An
arm of  Al ick Creek,  f lowing north-west  paral le l  wi th the coast
through mangrove sr^ramp, finds its way j-nto Halifax Bay just Bouth
of  the set t lement.  To the north,  Al thous Creek and the sal t  f la ts
and mangroves of  i ts  t r ibutary Healy creek forn the boundary.
Between these two points and behind the houses there is  a stretch,
a l i t t le  over a k i lometre long and perhaps 500 metres wide,  of
dense sand dune vegetation with l4elaleuea, Moreton Bay Ash
EucaLyphts tessi,Lc?is, Canay,Jut and figs among other species and a
tangled und,erstorey of  low bushes,  v ines and lantanai  an ideal
habi tat  for  Lovely Wrens which were usual ly  seen on the edge of
the scrub f r inging the mangroves.

Bird ing t r ips to the area were few dur ing 1972 but  a concentrated
search for  the bi rds dur ing 1973 was unsuccessful .

The area i -s wi th in the leasehold of  oueensland Nickel  but  is  part
of  the company's promised green bel t  between the smelter  at
Yabulu and saunders Beach. fmproved access on a good bi tumen
road has brought more people,  more houses and a boat  ramp to
Saunders Beach. Cyclone Al thea (Decenber 1971) tore down trees
and in L972 a bush. f i re burnt  out  a l l  the ground cover.  The
White-browed Robin Poeeilodtyas superciLiosa has surrived all these
disturbances but  i t  seems thev mav have been too much for  the
Lovely l , t rens.
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SIGHTINGS OF HUTTONS SHEARWATER

cnRrs .r** :LtT:frffi""EN rNcRAr,,

Hutton8 shearwater fuffiwa ,tuttoni has been recorded froD vf€atera
Austral ia, south Au8tral ia, Victoria and New South walei.  

--rt

seens to be much lesg comlon in Australia than the si"nilar Flute
tering shearwater p.qyLo and_nry. be found in the co.p""i-"r-trr"t
species (stnith, in Sirapson, L97_2). Identification his 6""r, af"-c:ssed.by Xinsky and Fo\r ler (1923) and Robingon (f9?3i.- i i t fre"to
there have been no pubrished records pf the o.curr.nc!'"ii.atarri
in oueensland taters.

An observation of Huttons Shearrater waa made on 12 May 1971,
when Michael J. carter, who has hadr fleldr experlence oi guttonr
Shearwater in VLctoria, and H.B. Gill were tiavelling Uy Uoit
between Mission Beach.and Beaver.cay, North eueensri ia ici i i " . ,pers.comrn.). cood views of a single p.huttotri were ottained
not far from Beaver Cay (17"50'S). 

- 
That the epecies 

"tooia-o.corso far north is certainly unexpected, and its 6ccurrence ihe"enrust be regarded as accidental at this stage.

Less than a month later, on 5 June 19?1, one of us (C.C.) obeer_ved, a singl: H9t_Eols She^arwater from point Lookout, 
'woriir 

ilraa-broke rsrand (27-25ts.L53"33'E). The weather sras f ine, with verystrong southerly winds. lr{any Fluttering Shearwateri were seen,nostly_flying northwards, some close to shore. occasioni l iy, anindividuar wourd bank away so aa to clearry expose-irt.-""a"irr"g,
and a good view could be obtained, particuiarr!, in tfr- 

"iiei""o"when the sun was lower. At about 1?:00, two sf,earwatera paaaed
close to point Lookout. rhe second was'considei i l i i - i i igEi-tr."
:l:'!lr:_t_1nd slishtly darker on the_ upperparrE. r6rtunitety it
!?nKed-a!r3y, gtv^j.ng a good view of the underwing. There !raa'nosl.gn or !{hlte, the entire, lining appearing dusky brown. Thisbird was clearly p,lwttoni,

Better vierrs of the Epecies were obtained on the Oueensland OrnL-thological society oc-an trip, 12 August 1973. e-iioci-oilaLut
tlrelve Fluttering shearwaters and on6 Huttons shearwater wasencounter_ed on.calm water east of the southern tip of U"r.io"
fs land (27-21 's )

The lwttoni vras located in flight, and identifiecl by the undenring
colouration. After the f lock had aett led again on-' t tr"-". t . i ,  

"nabird stood.out.by i ts much greater.size and'extensive dark c6tour_ar:.on on the Eides of its neck. . Though not well seen in flightit was most certainly the huttoni that-had ueen eee"-" i&-rnii,"t""
earlier. Another bird seemed inteflnediate in eize ana-necii-cor-
ourati.on betr4reen that bird and the rest of the floci. ii-iiaa 

"
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1ong, s lender b i l l ,  but  on f lushing again i t  showed whi te on the
underwing and h 'as c lear ly a long-bi1 led indiv iduaL of  P'gaui .a,

Another f lock of  about ten bi rds was seen a l i t t l -e later  in much
the same area.  Af ter  f lushingr some of  them f let t  back across the
bow of  the boat  and one was ident i f ied as a Huttons Shearwater.
I t  was s l ight ly  larger than nearby Flut ter ing Shearwaters,  and
showed extensive encroachment of dark bror^rn around the sides of
the neck.  The underwing was seen very wel l .  f t  was al tnoEt unl-
formly dusky brown, r^r i th a narros,  whi t ish streak,  sPeckled wi th
brown, a long the centre of  the underwing.  The coverts d ista l  to
the carpal  d id not  appear any paler  than those proximal  to i t .

We bel ieve that  Huttons Shearrrater  is  probably a regular ,  I f
somehrhat  rare v is i tor  to the south-eastern coast  of  oueenaland,
but  that  i ts  occurrence in the north is  most  l ikely accidental .
The underwinq is  d i f f icul t  to see in the f ie ld,  even f rorn c lose-
up,  unless the bi rd banks away f rom the observer.  No doubt nany
P.hu-ttoni go unnoticed in flocks of the rather conmon P.gattl'a.
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