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AN ORNTTHOLOGICAL TOUR OF WESTERN QUEENSLAND
P.E. DAI{SOI{ AND B. MORGAN

This paper summarizes the observat ions made by the authors
when they t ravel led wi th their  fami l ies f rom Br isbane to Opal ton
(23-1s's,  I42"46'E) and back between 28 Apr i l  and 12 l , tay J-973-.  the

main object  of  the tour was to observe the bi rd l - i fe south of
winton and to spend as much t ime as possib le in the Opal ton area,
hoping to see the Spj .n i fex-bi rd,  Rufous-crowned Emu-hrren and the
S+-r iated Grass-wren.  The route fo l l -owed is shown in Figure 1,
rvhere enci : :c l .ed nunbers indicate overniqht  campsi tes.

Figure 1. Map showing route taken

Mr & ! . , l rs  E.M. Tucker reported seeing emu-wrens at  Opal ton in
June  1969  (Tucke r ,  1969 ) .  The  f o l I ow ing  yea r  B r i gad ie r  H .R .
O f f i ce r  and  Mrs  H .B .  c i l 1  v i s i t ed  t he  a rea  and  i den t i f i ed  t he
birds as Rufous-crowned Enu-wrens Stipiturue rufi.cepe (Officer,
1970 ) .  A t  t he  same .  t ime  an  un i . den t i f i ed  spec ies ,  t hough t  t o
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be ei ther the Spini fex-bi rd t renicrnis carter i .  or  a grass-wren
Arytornal  sp. ,  r - ""  f  lushecl  f rom spin i fex bushes.  l , t i  ,1.p.  and
Dr  Macdona l -d  v i s i t ed  t he  a rea  a l so  i n  June  1970  and ,  i ns tead  o f
f inding emu-wrens,  found the Str iated Grass-wren Aryl totmis s! . t iatus
(Macdona ld ,  1970 ) .  I n  Sep tember  1970 ,  M i ss  And ree  Gr i f f i n  and
Mrs  G i I l  v i s i t ed  Opa l t on ,  ob ta i n i ng  good  v i ews  o f  t he  S t r i a t ed
Grass-vrren and Rufous-crowned Emu-wren,  and added other inter-
a q + a  h d  q n a . i  a e  f ^  f h a  I  i  e +  n f  n h a  l  f ^ h  F r i  r A e  t c r i  f € i  n  I  O " l  \

Br igad ie r  O f f i ce r ,  M rs  G i l l  and  he r  son  Ke i t h  made  ano the r  t r i p
t o  opa l t on  i n  Sep tember  1971 ,  wh i ch  l ed  t o  t he  i den t i f i ca t i on
o f  t h e  S p i n i f e x - b i r d  ( o f f i c e r ,  I 9 7 1 ) .  L a t e r ,  M r s  c i l I  p u b l i s h e d
a  l i s t  o f  b i r d s  o f  t h e  O p a l t o n  a r e a  ( G i I I ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  T w o  R u f o u s -
crowned Emu-wrens have been col lected f rom the Standish Range,
fur ther to the rrest  of  th is area,  for  the oueensland Museum
(Ve rnon ,  L972 )  .

F l ood  ra i ns  had  f a l l en  i n  Queens land  j us t  p r i o r  t o  ou r  t r i p ,
and heavy fa l ls  ear l ier  in the year had produced abundant green
vegetat ion in what is  usual ly  parched dry country at  that  t ime
o f  yea r .  Nea r ] y  a l l  ou r  r ou te  wes t  o f  Roma  and  S t  Geo rge  has
an  annua l  ave rage  ra i n fa l l  l e ss  t han  500  mm,  and  i n  t he  sec t i on
bethreen Winton and Cunnamul la less than 250 run.  Habi tat  var ied
from eucalypt  woodland and br igal-ow scrub on the western Dar l ing
Downs ,  t h rough  t o  sem i -a r i d  sh rub land  w i t h  ma l l ee ,  sp i n i f ex
g rass  and  sa l t  t o l e ran t  p l an t s  a t  Opa I t on ,  and  w i t h  ex tens i ve
natural  grasslands betr^ 'een Longreach and Winton.  Woodland and
shrubland covered much of  the route f ron Chinchi l la  to Barcald ine,
and again f rom Windorah to Moonie River,  but  the renainder seldom
supported vegetat ion ta l Ier  than shrubs.  Semi-ar id shrubland was
seen between Winton and Cuddapan. Dwarf  shrubland,  r^r i th many
halophytes,  was present betr^reen Windorah and Cuddapan, and f rom
Toompine through to Dynevor lakes.  other habi tat  examined
included lagoons near Tambo, at  Mayne River,  and between eui lp ie
and Toompine;  watercourse eucalypts at  Opal ton and along the
Thompson River at  Jundaht and last ly  g ibber country between
Windorah and Cuddapan.

Bird species and where they r^ 'ere s ighted are shown in the appended
tabLe. Numbers are not  g iven and the c i rc les indicate only that
t he  spec ies  was  reco rded  as  p resen t .  Names  f oL low  CS IRO (1959 ) .
A conpar ison of  our l is t  of  species for  the sect ion f rom Winton
through opal ton to Mayneside wi th that  of  Gi l I  ( I973) for  approx-
imatel"y the same area,  reveals the fo l lowing addi t ional  species:
I r lh i te-necked Heron,  I^ lh i - te- faced Heron,  I r iood-Duck,  B1ack-shouldered
Kite,  Black-breasted Buzzard,  L i t t le  Falcon,  L i t t1e Quai1,  Banded
Plover,  Black-f ronted Dotterel ,  Barn Owl,  Sacred Kingf isher,
Cinnamon Quai I - thrush,  Black-headed pardalote,  L i t t le  Fr iarbi rd,
Painted Finch,  Plum-headed ! ' inch and pied Butcherbird.  On the
other hand we did not  s ight  such species as Red-ta i leC Thornbi l l -
and Red-brovred Pardalote $rhich c i l l  recorded as being fa i r ly
cornmon, nor did we see Emus or Australian Bustards althouqh thev
hrere st i11 in the area.
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Gibber-bi rd Ashbsia Lorseneis
A pair  were seen in g ibber country 16
S ta t i on .

Wedgebill Sphenoetona crietatun
The only s ight ing of  th is species was
Dynevor Lakes.

59

The fo l lowing is  a short  annotated l is t  of  b i rd species that  are
most ly restr ic ted to the outback and.  were of  more than usual
i -nterest  to the observers.

Austra l ian Dotterel  Pel tohyas austyal is
Five hrere recorded on stony pla ins 26 km west  of  Windorah.

B lack-brea s ted Buz z ard ll arr;ros t?a melaro sterna
Five,  one dark and four l ight  phase,  were seen approximately
80 km south of  Winton in open country.  Another l ight  phase
xras seen at  Dynevor Lakes.

Little QwaiL lumdr oelot
These h 'ere seen, and t rear i l  cal l ing at  n ight ,  in the grass-
lands and spin i fex country between Longreach and Jundah.

Aus'tralian Bustard Eupotiotis austtaLis
Three r,rere seen between Jundah and Windorah, and another
at  Cuddapan Stat ion.

Plumed Pigeon Lophophaps pLwrifez'a
First  seen south of  Winton at  campsi te 5 and fa i r ly  common
to Jundah. A i lest  wi th two whi te eggs hras on the ground
a t  camps i t e  5 .

Flock Pigeon hietr"iophaps histrionica
The only s ight ings of  th is p igeon were betvreen Longreach
and winton in open grasslands.  Flocks of  up to 100 were
f l ushed  f r om ta l l  g rass .

Spotted Nightj ar Euroetopodzs guttatus
Two were f lushed at  campsi te 5.  One was f lushed near the
campsi te at  Opal ton and could be heard cal l ing at  n ight .

C inn amon Quai 1- thrush CincLo s onw cf,nnanoneun
First  seen near campsi te 5.  Eight  were observed cal l ing
to one another in a group. Not comnon and seen again only
at  I  km south of  OpaLton.

Spini fex-bi rd Eremiorni i  car ter i
Tvro seen in spin i fex near campsi te 5.  Two more were seen
in spin i fex near the campsi te at  Opal ton.

Rufous-crowned Emu-wren Stipi.turua zwfieepe
Shy and di f f icul t  to observe.  One seen in spin i fex near
campsi te 5.  Th'o located 6 km east  of  the Opal ton campsi te
and again observed in spin i fex I  km gouth of  Opal- ton.

Striated Grass-hrren Antytormis striatua
Shy as the above species.  One seen in spin i fex 6 km east
of  the Opal ton campsi te.  Seen again wi th much di f f icul ty
8 km south of  Opal ton in s i rn i lar  habi tat .

Orange Chat Epthtanura tri..color
A pair  were located 58 km west  of  Windorah.  They had one
fJ.edged young.

km west of Cuddapan

Ln Ltgru,on bushes at
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white-winged s i t te l la i ieasi i ta ' i t r ' " : :p: r : . ' t
These  s t r i k i ng  s i t t e l l a s  we re  f i r s t  seen  nea r  Long reach
at campsi te 4.  Smal l  numbers were seen again 32 km south
of  winton at  the Opal ton campsi te and 15 km southeast  of
Jundah .

B1ack  I i oneyeaXe r , \ " ' zo r ) - - :  t ' g?J
Gl j -npses of  a male and female were obtained near the
camps i t e  a t  opa l t on ,  Good  v i ews  we re  had  o f  t h ree  pa i r s
feeding f rom the f lowers of  Gaetrolo i : i . tn grani ' i ;1 'cr ,n 24 km
sou th  o f  Opa l t on .

Grey-he aded Honeye ater i4e Ll,phagc i<e a:' t. i. at J:1.
Fair ly  cornmon along watercourses and in mal lee at  OPal ton.
Seen again about 80 km west  of  lv indorah,

Painted Finch tmblena pi.cta
An unexpected s ight ing.  Two pairs wi th nests and eggs
were  f ound  i n  sp i n i f ex  a l ong  a  wa te r cou rse  nea r  camps r te
5 .  The  nes t  was  bo t t l e  shaped  w i t h  s i de  en t rance  nea r
t he  t op .  Th ree  more  b i r ds  we re  seen  a t  t he  opa l t on
camps ] - t e .
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THORNBTLL RECORDS FROM NORTH QUEENST_A.ND
A . C . M .  G R I F F I N

The  f o l l ow ing  s i gh t i ngs  o f  a  pa r t y  o f  B road - t a i l ed  Tho rnb i l l s
ncatx i ' iza cpical is  about 90 km east  of  Hughenden, and.  of  two
Chestnut- ta i led Thornbi l ls  Aeanthiza uropygial is  approximately
115 km east  of  Hughenden, may be of  inte iest  becluse of  th;
A i  F f i  ^ " 1  + , ,  i  -  a ^ t l  - ru r ! r aLu rLy  r r r  qe r rn rng  t he  exac t  r anges  o f  t hese  spec ies .

On-7 May 1973, a party of  very red-rumped thornbi l ls ,  whi te
underneath wi th heavy str iat ions on thL breast  and wi th conspic-
uous f lect ing on the forehead, were seen 25 km south of  Torr lns
Creek  (20 -46 , s ,  t 45 -02 ,E )  f eed ing  1  -  2  m  i n  bushes .  Thev  we re
cal l ing-  animatedly and tuneful ly  and were observed for-some t imb
unt iL they- f lew up into eucalypts.  I  have based my ident i f icat j .on
o f  t hese  t ho rnb i l l s  as  t , .  ap i caL l s  on  McG i l l  ( 1970 )  . '  The t  h ;e
ho\ 'vever '  much more r ichly coloured rumps than the Broad-- ta i led
Thornbi l ls  seen in western Austra l ia and much more c loselV i ""_
emb led  t hose  seen  a t  Opa l t on  i n  Sep tember  1920  tC r i , t t : . n ,  i s i i t
and .  i den t i f i ed  by  Mrs  I t .B .  G i l l  a s  I n l and  Tho rnb i l l s  A .  q i . ea .L i e
a lb i i : e r t r l s .

On  11  and  12  June  1973 ,  two  t ho rnb i l l s  w i t h  b r i gh t  ches tnu t
rumps and whi te underparts r r rere seen feeding in the lower branches
of smal l  bushes and on the ground in dr11 savannah woodland wi th
sparse ground cover at  Burra 120"44,s,  145!11,E),  midway between
Pent land and Torrens.creek.  They were constant ly  . i r i l r " i "a-uy
the resident  var ied (or  Buf f - ta i led) Thornbi l ls  

- t .  

"ng" l i id" i 'souamcta,  their  whi te,underparts contrast ing markedly "wi t t r  
t t re

ye11or1'  breast  and abdomen of  the lat ter  sp6cies.

Storr  (1973) g ives the dist r ibut ion of  A.  uropygial is  as west  and
south inter ior  of  eueensrand, north near ly t6 ' iv inton and wesi  to
oparton.  This record wourd be over 300 km north-east  of  winton.
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ADDITIONAL RECORDS OF YELLOWTINTED HONEYEATER
AND FUSCOUS HONEYEATER IN NORTH QUEENSLAND

H.J. I ,AIERY

The inconclusive s i tuat ion kr i th regard to the ranges of  the
MelipLnga flauescens - Mel'ipi' 'aga fusca group has recently been
desc r i bed  i n  de ta i l ,  f r om  ava i l ab l e  museum ma te r i a l  (Pa rke r  I 97 I ) .
Speci f ic  d ist r ibut i .on data remain want ing in part icular  f rom the
ca i r ns - ca rdwe l l  r eg ion  o f  no r t h -eas te rn  Queens land .

Dur ing fauna surveys throughout Queensland for  conservat ion
purposes,  the opportuni ty has been taken to obtain addi t ional
data (Table I )  f rom local i t ies through th is regj-on.  Al l  spec-
imens taken near Georgetown were f rom Iow woodland along creek
beds.  The Kirrama specimen was in woodland and those f rom Gowrie
creek and Black River were f rom woodland near f reshwater.  The
habi tat  at  Mt Fox vras open forest  (vegetat ion forms fo l low specht
1 9 7 0  )  .

The  ma te r i a l  f a l l s  i n t o  two  recogn i zab le  c l asses  -  sma l l e r
(no tab l y  l i gh te r )  b i r ds  hav ing  d i s t i nc t l y  ye l l ow  unde rpa r t s
especia l ly  throat ,  and larger b i rds having fa int ly  yel lowish or
pale buf f  underparts.

These  desc r i . p t i ons  f i t  t hose  g i ven ,  f o r  examp le  by  G i l be r t  ( I 845 )
and  O f f i ce r  ( l - 965 ) ,  f o r  t he  Ye l f ow- t i n t ed  and  t he  Fuscous  Honey -
eaters respect ively.  Consequent ly,  the geographi .c and habi tat
d i s t r i bu t i ons  a re  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  Pa rke r  ( 1971 )  ,  t ha t  i s
Gul f  of  carpentar ia and north-eastern drainage basins including
Iowlands respect ively.
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TABLE I

SIZE AND THROAT PLUMAGE APPEARANCE OF FAT'NA SURVEY SPECIMENS

Lenqth (m) Degree of
Specimens weight Exposed Mitl-toe yellow coloui

(g) Total wing Culmen Tarsus ex.claw on throat
:.!. fT.iDescers
Near Georqetown
r e o r s ' s ,  t i : o t s ' e
A d u l t  M .  1 3 . 8 . 6 6  1 3 . 4  1 6 1  7 5  1 3  1 9  1 2  -

Near Georqetown

l e o l s ' s , 1 i : o 5 s ' e
"D is t inc t "
(greyish

A < i u l t  M .  1 2 . 8 . 6 6  ] 1 . 6  1 4 9  7 l  L l  1 8  1 1  y e l l m  2 8 6 * )

Near Georgetom

r e o r s ' s , t i a o s s ' n
A d u l t  F .  1 2 . 8 . 6 6  I 1 . 3  1 4 0  7 6  1 0  1 8  l l  " D i s t i n c t "

Near Georqetown
r a o t s ' s , t i a o s s ' n
A d u l t  F .  1 2 . g - 6 6  1 1 . 4  1 5 3  7 4  1 3  1 8  1 1  " D i s t i n c t "

!'!. fusca
Kirrma
t 8 0 o B , s , 1 4 5 0 3 6 ' l
A d u l t  M .  ! 7 . 4 . 7 2  L 6 . 7  1 6 6  A 2  L 2 . 9  1 9 . 0  1 I . B  " F a i n t "

cowrie Creek "Faint"
l g o 2 5 ' s , 1 4 5 o 5 0 ' E  ( o t i v e
A d u l t  M .  L I . L 2 . 7 2  L 6 . 9  1 6 4  8 0  1 1 . 5  1 9 . 1  1 3 . 8  b r o m  4 D 3 )

cowrie creek
tgo25 ' s  ,  l a soso ' s
Adu l " t  F .  1L .12 .72  16 .0  136  -  11 .5  17 .1  L I . 1  "Fa in t "

cowrie Creek
1 g o z 5 ' s , 1 4 5 0 5 0 , e
I m .  F .  I L . I 2 . 7 2  L 4 . 2  -  7 3  1 3 . 0  L A . 2  r 1 . 4  " F a i n t "

Mt  Fox  * *  "N i l "
t 8 o 5 o ' s . t 4 5 o 4 a ' B  ( b i e g e
A d u t t  M .  9 . 1 I . ' 1 2  1 ? . 1  1 6 8  7 6  L 2 . 3  1 8 . 8  I 2 . 2  4 C 3 )

B l a c k  R i v e r  * * i

t9o2o ,s ,  l -460:o 's
"Fa in t "
(o l i ve

A d u l t  M .  3 . 6 . 7 4  1 6 . 7 A  L 2 - 2  1 9 . O  L 2 . a

Black River

r 9o2o ' s , 146030 ' r
A d u l t  M .  3 , 6 . 7 4  1 4 . 9  1 5 ?  8 2  1 2 . 3  L 9 . 7  1 3 . 3  " F a i n t "

r Estimted cofour after Komerup and Wanscher (1963).
* *  s t u d y  s k i n  Q , M .  0 1 1 7 7 4  ( D . P . I .  N Q 1 8 4 ) .
* * *  S tudy  sk in  D.P. I .  NQL828.
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A QUEENSLAND SPECIMEN RECORD
OF SILVER.GREY PETREL IANTARCTIC FULMAR)

D . P .  V E R N O N  A N D  J . H . D .  M A R T I N

On 9  Oc tobe r  1972 ,  a f t e r  a  seve re  s to rm  the  P rev ious  even j - ng ,  a
freshly-dead specimen of  the Si lver-grey Petre l '  :a.Lrul i .s  g lacia lo i , iee,
was found by J.S.  McEvoy at  h igh water mark on Eager Beach, 7 km
south of  Cape I ' loreton,  Moreton Is land,  south-eastern oueensland.
Short ly  af ter ,  the specimen was weighed, measured and prepared
as a study skin wi th one wing seParate and spread.

The  Check l j - s t  coNn i t t ee ,  O rn i t ho log i ca l  Soc ie t y  o f  New  Zea land
(1970 ,  p .21 )  s t a tes  t ha t  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  t h i s  pe lag i c  sou the rn
ocean  pe t re l  i s  " c i r cumpo la r ,  b reed ing  on  An ta r c t i c  coas t  and
ou t l y i ; g  i s l ands ,  i nc l ud ing  Ba l l eny  and  Hea rd  i s l ands ,  poss ! -b I y
regular  st raggler  to New Zealand as far  north as Auckland west
co i s t  and  Bay  o f  P len t y  ( a t  l eas t  twen t y  r eco rds ) . "

Acco rd i ng  t o  Se rven t y  e t  aL .  ( 197L ,  P .87 ) ,  i n  Aus t ra l i a  on l y
"eight  beach-washed specimens have been found, three in l^ Iestern
aus t ra l i a ,  one  i n  New  sou th  Wa les  and  f ou r  i n  V i c t o r i a " .
Macdona ld  ( 1973 ,  p .42 )  c i t es  "m id -New Sou th  Wa les "  as  t he  no r t h -
ern l imi t  of  i ts  eastern Agstra l ian range but  th j -s should now
be  ex tended  t o  l a t i t ude  27 "s .  Mu rphy , .  ( 1936 '  p .598 )  s t a tes  t ha t
th is specles "ranges regular ly  northward in the southern oceans
across the Sub-Tropical  convergence; on the east  coast  of  South
America to cape Fr io,  and on the west  coast  - to the northern end
of the Humboldt  Current  or  about Iat i tude 6os."  In v iew of  th is
considerable south to north movement a long both coasts of  South
America,  the species may range fur ther north j -n eastern Aust-
r a l i an  seas  t han  has  h i t he r t o  been  suspec ted .

De ta i l s  o f  t he  spec i r nen  a re  as  f o l l ows :  Q .M .014802 ,  adu l t
f ema le ,  ova ry  no t  en la rged ,  ( 12  x  8mrn )  '  ov i duc t  s t r a i gh t '  s ku1 l
f u1 l y  oss i f i ed .  The  f ea the rs  a re  i n  p r i s t i ne  cond i t j - on f  no
moul t  is  evident  and the specimen compares c losely r^ ' i th Mathews
( 1 9 1 2 - 1 3 ,  P 1 .  8 2 ) .  M e a s u r e m e n t s  i n  m i l l i m e t r e s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s : -
t o t a l  l e n g t h  i n  f l e s h  4 6 5 ,  c u l m e n  4 2 ,  w i n g  3 2 4 ,  w i n g s p a n  1 0 8 5 '
t a i l  I 20 ,  t a r sus  49 ,  m idd le  t oe  and  c l aw  67 .  The  v :e i gh t  o f  t he
spec imen  was  494 .8  g rams .
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SHORT.TAILED SHEARWATER FROM NORTH QUEENSLAND
G.B. BAKXR Al{D H.B. GILL

Heavy storms lashed the north Queensland coast  f rom 10 to 13
December 1973, wi th over 750 mm of  ra in dur ing th is per iod in
the Innisfa i l  d ist r ic t .  On 14 December we were invest iqat inq
a mangrove area (coquette point ,  t7o3t 's , t46oo4,E) at  the f routh-
of  the Johnstone River and found a dead Short- ta i led Shearwater
Puff inus tenuirostr is .  The bi rd was preserved as a skeleton
because, a l though i t  had been dead for  only about a i lay,  i t  was
too decomposed for  preparat ion as a skin.  The specimen was lod-
ged  i n  t he  C .S . I .R .O .  D i v i s i on  o f  W i l d l i f e  Resea rch  co l l ec t i on
in Canberra,  Reg. No. PROS274. Measurements in mi l l imetres
taken before preparat ion of  the skeleton $reret  wing 276,  tarsus
5 0 . 9  a n d  c u l m e n  3 3 . 1 .

Storr  (1973) g ives the range of  F.  tenui tpet?Ls in QqeensLand as
being the south-eastern seas,  north to lat i tude 23-50's.  This
record substant ia l ly  increases the knorrn northvrard range of  th is
spec ies  i n  Queens land  wa te r s .
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A SIGHTING OF DARK SHEARWATERS
NEAR NORTH KEPPEL ISLAND

N.W. LONGI.,IORE

on 2 June l -974 at  13:00 whi l -e on a boat  | - t ip ca I  km east  of
No r th  Keppe l  I s l and  (23004 , s ,  t 5oo57 'E )  o f f  t he  cen t ra l  Queens -
land coast  I  noted a group of  f ive sea-birds rest ing on the
water.  The rreather was f ine and warm wi th a l ight  north-west
wind and a calm sea.  The boat  moved to wi th in I00 m of  the
birds and at this point a Brown Booby SuLa Teucogaster fJ-ew in and
joined the group.  Their  appearance conf i rmed that  they were
dark shearwaters.  A s ize compar ison was taken hr i th the Booby
and also b/ith a Crested Tern Sterna bergii which flew by at an
appropr iate moment.  The shearwaters were about three quarters
the s ize of  the Booby,  larger than the Crested Tern,  and s l ight- '
1y larger than the conmoner Wedge-ta i led Shearnaters Puf f inus
paei f lcus which were also seen in the v ic in i ty .

They had short- rounded ta i ls  and dark b i l ls  consistent  wi th
ei ther the Sooty Shearwater P.  gr iseue or  the Short- ta i led
Shearr^rater P. tenuirostrLs. After three minutes two of them flew
off .  on r is ing f rom the water i t  was evident  that  they were a
new species for  the Keppel  Bay area.  Apart  f rom the s ize,  an
area of  uashyu coloured feathers was v is ib le on the undersides
o f  t he  w ings .

Dur ing resic lence in New South wales I  became fami l iar  wi th both
the Sooty and the short- ta i led Shearwaters as beach-washed birds '
in the f ie ld as bi rds migrat ing and feeding along the coast ,  and
once at  L ion Is land on the mouth of  the Hawkesbury River,  Birds
of  e i ther species at  Keppel  Bay at  th is t ime of  year g ive both a
new area record and an unusual  per iocl  of  the year for  e i ther
species to be found local ly .

The  ove ra l l  s i ze  and  co lou r ,  t he  da rk  b i l l ,  " ashy "  w ing  and
short- rounded ta i l  would euggest  in i t ia l ly  the sooty Shearwater,
a l though the Short- ta i led Shearwater a lso f i ts  th is descr ipt ion.
I  feel  that  the former is  the bi rd seen on th is occasion.

With reference to the Sooty Shearrdater ,  Slater  (1970) strows a
Queensland dist r ibut ion extending to about Br isbane, but  i t  is
no t  men t i oned  by  Lave ry  ( 1968 ) ,  Macdona ld  ( 1973 ) ,  se r venEy  e t  aL .
( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  o r  S t o r r  ( 1 9 7 3 ) .  R o b e r t s o n  ( 1 9 7 3 )  g i v e s  d e t a i l s  o f  t t t o
beach-washed specimens col lected in southern Queensland dur ing
October and November,  1956. The Short- ta i led shearwater is
ment ioned as having been recorded as beach-washed birds by
S la te r  ( 1970 )  and  Robe r t son  (1973 ) .  Bo th  t hese  re fe r  t o  b i r ds
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found at  a d i f ferent  season of  the year and in an area sone
500  km to  t he  sou th .

Plent ion has been nade by var ious authors that  l i t t le  is  knowt:
of  the movements of  the Sooty Shearwater in i ts  non-breeding
per iod.  The Short- ta i led Shearwater tends to move fur ther to
t he  eas t  r a the r  t han  no r t h  a l ong  t he  Aus t ra l i an  coas t - l i ne .
I f ,  I i ke  many  o the r  sea -b i r ds ,  t hey  occas iona l l y  wande r  i r r eg -
ular ly  they could occur more f requent l -y than previously
suspec ted  i n  ou r  no r t he rn  wa te r s .
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BIRD PREDATION ON A LARGE RAIN FOREST SNAIL
HELEN M. KING AND BRIAN KING

Whi le engaged in a study of  the bj .o logy of  a marked populat ion
of  the large terrestr ia l  snai l  Sphaencspira f taser i  in the ra in
forest  of  the Noosa Nat ional  Park,  the fo l l -owing data were ob-
ta ined on the predat ion by bi rds,  presumably the Noisy pi t ta
P' l . t i ;a, tereicoLot .

Bird predat ion appeared to be a major  cause of  morta l i ty  in the
adul t  and Iarge juveni le snai ls .  Broken adul t  and large juven-
i l e  she l l s  we re  o f t en  f ound  i n  l a rge  c l us te r s  a round  anv i l s .
Anvi ls  were usual ly  rocks,  and in one case a t ree root ,  on r . th ich
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the snai l  shel ls  were broken by the bi rd,  and around which dis-
carded she11s a.rd f ragments accumulated.  The shel ls  were broken
in  a  cons i s t en t  manne r  wh i ch  sugges ted  t ha t  on l y  one  spec ies  o f
predator  was j -nvolved.  The spire was knocked of f  leaving the
la rge  f i na l  who r l -  i n t ac t .  I n  t he  3 .5  hec ta re  s tudy  a rea ,  s i x
anvi ls  were located.  occasional  s ingle broken shel ls  were found
in the teaf  l i t ter  away f rom any anvi l .  Extensive weather ing of
some of  the shel ls  at  anvi ls  indicated that  the anvi l -s  had been
in  use  f o r  nany  yea rs .

TABLE I

Monthly totals of broken 5. ,fras€"/ shetls

Month

L9'13 May
June
July
August
Septenber
October
November
Decenber

L914 January
February
April
May
Jul-y

TOTAL

at anvils

2
t-

A

5
0
0
0
0
0
5
I

3 2

elsewhere

0
0
I
2
t-
o
o
0
o
o
0
3
5

12 44

Each month al l  f reshly broken shelLs (both marked and unmarked)
at  the 6ix anvi ls  or  in the v ic in i ty  of  any of  the 225 reference
po in t s  i n  t he  s tudy  a rea  we re  reco rded .  A  t o ta l  o f  44  she l l s ,
of  which 25 were marked,  $tere recovered dur ing the per iod May
1973 to JuJ.y 1974. The 25 marked shel ls  represented aPproximately
6t  of  the snaj-1s marked dur ing the study.  Predat ion apPeared to
occur only in the winter  and spr ing months (Table I )  '  corres-
pond ing  v r j - t h  seasona l  movemen ts  o f  t he  No i sy  P i t t a .  s t o r r  ( 1973 )
reports,  and our obs.ervat ions conf i rm, that  the Noisy Pi t ta moves
in to  f o res t  pa t ches  i n  t he  coas ta l  a reas  o f  sou the rn  Queens land
dur ing winter  months and migrate in land dur ing sunmer.
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A QUEENSLAND SPECIMEN RECORD OF THIN-BILLED PRION

D . P .  V E R N O N  A N D  J . H . D .  M A R T I N

A l ive Thin-bi l led Pr ion Pachypt i l tz  belcher i  was found by an is land
worker betr , reen Eurong Beach and Hook Point ,  Fraser Is land,  south-  

=

eas t  oueens land  i n  Sep tember ,  1973  and  dona ted  t o  Mr .W.  Dunma l l
of  "Ur i rn lc i r ra Park",  Torquay,  Queensland.  The bi rd d ied over-
night  and was mounted by the recip ient  short ly  af terwards.  In
tb j -s forrn,  the specimen was donated by the Fauna Conservat ion
Branch,  Department of  Pr imary Industr ies,  to the eueensland
Museum on  I 0  Ju l y ,  1974 .  I t  was  l a t e r  p repa red  as  an  exce l l en t
cab ine t  sk i n  w i t h  w ings  ou t sp read ,  r eg i s t e red  QM 015548 .

The type of  Pachypt i la belcher i  was descr ibed by Mathews (1912)
from a beach-washed specimen found on Torquay Beach 21 km south
of  cee]ong,  Victor ia.  Subsequent ly the nest  and eggs were also
desc r i bed  by  h im  (1931 )  and  l a t e r  aga in  f i gu red  (1936 ,  p l . 58 ) .
Fa l l a  ( 1937 )  desc r i bed  a  sub -spec ies ,  P .  b .  o r i en taZ i s ,  f r om  one
o f  a  se r i es  o f  spec inens  co l l ec ted  i n  1929  on  Ke rgue len  I s l and
du r i ng  t he  B .A .N .Z .  An ta r c t i c  Resea rch  Exped j . t i on .  Howeve r ,
Iater  he consigned th is race to the nominate P.  b,  beLeher i
( F a 1 l a ,  1 9 4 0 ) .

O1 i ve r  ( 1955 ,  p . l - 20 )  s t a tes  t ha t  t he  spec ies  "B reeds  on  Ke rgue len ,
Bouvet Is lands and Falk lands,  and probably on South Orkneys".  On
Ner^,  Is land,  one of  the smaLlest  of  the Fa1k1and group, Cawkel l
a n d  H a m i L t o n  ( 1 9 6 I ,  p . 8 )  r e c o r d  t h a t  " t h e  b i r d  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  . . . .
Here i t  breeds in thousands and the tota l  of  a l l  their  notes at
n i gh t  i s  l i ke  t he  heawy  roa r  o f  t he  su r f . ' r  Mu rphy  (1935 ,  p .629 )
wrote " I t  is  st range to consider that  the Slender-bi l led Whale-
b i r d  lP .  beLche r i ) . . . .  has  been  obse rved ,  and  doub t l ess  coJ " l ec ted ,
in waters of f  southern South America for  wel l  over a hundred and
f i , f t1 '  years wi thout  being recognised as a dist inct  form. "  I t  is
interest ing to note also that  in the Falk lands they are known as
'F i r e -b i r ds ' ,  because  o f  t he i r  p red i l ec t i on  t o  f i r es .

Dist . r ibut ion is  c i rcumpolar  in the sub-antarct ic  zone. Accorcl ing
to  o l i ve r  ( 1955 ,  p .120 )  t he  spec ies  i s  a  w in te r  v i s i t o r  t o  Ne rd
Zealand.  "but  only observed when storm-ki l led bi rds are cast  up
on  t he  beaches . "  Se rven t y  e t  aL , ' ,  ( 197 I ,  p . I 12 )  s t a te  t ha t  i n
Austra l ia "Most  records of  th is species come from Western Austr-
a l i a  . . .  V i c t o r i a ,  New  Sou th  Wa les  and  Sou th  Aus t ra l i a . "

Macdona ld  ( 1973 ,  p .48 )  c i t es ,  "m id  New Sou th  wa les ' r  as  t he  no r t h -
ern l imi t  of  range of  the species in eastern Austra l ia bUt on the
basis of  th is specimen th is should now extend to about isoso,s.

The sex of  the specimen is unknown. Measurements in mi l l imetres

t 5
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a re :  ' To ta1  l eng th  276 ,  cu imen  l eng th  25 ,  cu l nen  w id th  l l ,
w ing  190 ,  t a i l  95 ,  t a r sus  34 '  n i dd le  t oe  and  c .Law  41 .  These
measurements compare c losely wi th data f rom three specimens
from western Austra l ia.  Plumage is in good condi t ion of  a
young adu1t,  and shows nei ther moul t  nor h lear.

we  t hank  D r  G .  S to r r ,  Cu ra to r  o f  B i r ds ,  t n l es te rn  Aus t ra l i an
I{useum, Perth for  loan of  specirnens for  compar ison,  Mr.w.Dunmal l
of  Torquay,  Queensl-and for  inforrnat ion,  and Mr c.G. l^ l i lk inson
of Fauna conservat ion Branch for  procur ing the specimen for  lhe
oueensland Museum.
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NOTE ON THE BRUSH BRONZEWING
J.D. MACDONAI,D

I have been rerninded more than once that in my book (Macdonald

1973) I  omit ted to record the Brush Bronzevt ing Phaps eleguLa ln
south-east  Queensland.  In extenuat ion my typescr ipt  was wi th
the publ ishers before rngram's 1]-972)note apPeared -  but  r  could
have put  a note in the Addendum! The only informat ion I -had,
and t i re only record north of  about sydney,  was ment ion of  a nest
w i t h  eggs  on  F rase r  I s l and  by  Ch i sho lm  (1924 ) .  As  no th i ng  was
said about b i rds being seen I  was doubtfu l  i f  the nondescr iPt
nest  and eggs of  the Brush Bronzeht ing could be ident i f ied readi ly
from those-of the common Bronzewing Phdps ehaleoptetw, frequently
recorded in that  region,  a l though not  of ten placed on the ground.
I  d id not  accept the record,  nor d id others.

Now Lt .col .  H.A.  Bel I  has r^t r i t ten to say'  " I  found i t  conmon at
Noosa in 1957 in three separate per iods each one week.  I  have
kept both bronzewings in capt iv i ty  so know them".  This of  course
f i l s  i n  w i t h  I ng ram 's  s t a temen ts .  I t  i s  i n t e res t i ng  t o  r eca l l  a
shrewd comment by CampbelJ. (1901) on the Brush Bronzetting when he
quotes f rom a let ter  sent  by a correspondent in south-east  Queen-
dland,  "Al though f requent ly seen in the inter ior ,  the (Common

Bronzewing) is  only net  wi th in the l i t t le  pJ.ains or  meado$/s
that  inte isperse the coastal  scrubs,  where th is handsome bird is
nost ly  seen at  the shel tered vegetat ion amongst  the sand dunes,
c lose to the roar ing bi l lows of  the Paci f j .c" .  In a footnote
Campbel l  adds,  "There is  a s l ight  doubt in my mind whether th is
coastalb i rd is  not  real ly  the Brush Bronzewing".

The two bronzewings seem to have dist inct  habi tat  preferences.
Any bronzewing observed in scrubby coastat heaths betvreen south-
east  Queensland and Sydney is  htor th a second look for  the dist -
inct ive markj -ngs of  the Brush Bronzewing.  Col .  Bel1 suggests i t
tnay occur on Moleton and Stradbroke Is lands;  I  would add as a
l ikely p lace the area south of  Yanba, near the mouth of  the
Clarence River, where the Ground Parrot Pezopona uallicus occurs.
The coMnon Bronzewing seems to prefer  dry open woodlands.
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REVIEW
A LIVING RIVER -  THE NOosA by Kathleerr  l ' lcArthur.  Publ ished by
the  au tho r  ( 16  Orv i e to  Tce . ,  Ca lound ra ,  Queens land  455 I )  f o r  t - 1e
w i l d l i f e  P rese rva t i on  Soc ie t y  o f  Queens land  I nc .  ca l ound ra  B ranch
T974 .  28pp  i nc l ud ing  38  pho tog raphs  and  seve ra l  i l l u s t r d t i ons  by
t h e  a u t h o r .  P r i c e  $ 1 . 0 0  p l u s  p o s t a g e .

Those who knor ' t  the Noosa wel l  wi l l  probably a lso know Kathleen
McArthur and ' - ' ;  - "? ' ;  ! 's : .  Kathleen i  s  as much a part  of  the Liv ing
R ive r  as  t he  nany  and  d i ve r se  aspec t s  wh i ch  a re  i nco rpo ra ted  i n
he r  s t o r y .  Th i s  i s  no t  a  r e fe rence  v ro r k  on  b i r ds  and  w i l d f l owe rs ,
no r  a  de ta i l ed  gu ide  f o r  t ou r i s t s  and  pho tog raphe rs .  l l e i t he r  i s
i t  spec i f j - ca l l y  a  h i s t o r y  no r  a  de ta i l ed  app ra i sa l  o f  r ecen t
development or  degradat ion.  I t  is  in fact  a cornbinat ion of  a l l
o f  t hese  and  more ,  woven  t oge the r  i n  f r equen t l y  poe t i c  p rose  by
one  who  has  had  a  l ong  assoc ia t i on  w i t h  t he  a rea .

The  s to r y  beg ins  w i t h  t he  wa te r  f a l l i ng  on  t he  sand  mass  o f
Coo loo la  and  f o l l ows  i t s  pa th  as  i t  " pe rco la tes  t h rough  t he  f i ne
wh i t e  sand  g ra i ns " ,  c ross€s  t he  l t i l d f l owe r  p l a i ns  and  even tua l l y
j o i ns  t he  Noosa  v i a  " t he  young  and  s1 im"  Teewah .  F rom he re  $ re
are taken on a boatr ide downstream whi le lhe shadows and shapes,
the fauna and f l -ora and the history of  hunan h^abi tat ion are
interpreted for  us.  we are taken through Lake cootharaba wi th
i ts  many moods and on down the t idal  reaches where "Every stake
o r  beacon  has  i t s  r es i den t  t e rn ,  I ec te rn -posed  co rmoran+ '  o r
guano-squir t ing Darter" .  ! ' ie  nove on past  the set t lenents of
Tewan t i n  and  Noosav i l l e  t o  Noosa  Heads ,  whe re  "ou r  r i ve r  l ooses
i t s  i den t i t y  i n  t he  Pac i f i c  Ocean .

The text  is  fo l lowed by numerous monochromes which i l lustrate
var ious aspects of  the Liv ing River.  Unfor tunately their  Poten-
t ia l  is  lost  because of  the poor qual i ty  of  the paper and
pr int ing,  and the repet i t ive layout  wi th a1l  photographs of
equa l  s j - ze  and  shape .  The  p rob lem l i es  i n  t he  l im i t ed  f i nanc ia l
backing and i t  is  unfor tunate that  th is sect ion could not  have
been made more at t ract ive by the use of  the excel lent  techniques
now  ava i f ab le .  Mo re  i s  t he  p i t y  s i nce  i n  ou r  r ap id l y  chang ing
su r round ings  t he re  i s  g rea t  need  f o r  j us t  t h i s  so r t  o f  w r i t i ng
evoked f rom personal  involvement r l r i th our natural  her i tage.

Dav id  Gravat t


