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SOME NOTES ON MELANESIAN SEA BIRDS
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SUMMARY

I spent the sruuEr of L974-75 in the lGlanesian Islanals
cormencing in NevJ cuinea in October andl reaching the New
Hebrides in Februaq'. This paper reports slghtings of 27
species from the following genela: Ptey,odtorru (31,
CaLoneetrie (Lr, Puffitag (3), )eean:Ltel (L), Phdethon (L,,
SuLa (2), Fregata l2r. tobipes (Lr, Ste"eo"a?tue (3r,
(kli.doniae (Lr. Sterma (?) anil Anoug (2r. tly records provide
additional infomation on species rare in the area such as
the Tahiti Petrel anal White-necked Petrel, the Sooty
shearrrater, vfilson I s Storm-petrel, white-tailed Tropic-biral
Masked Booby, Greater Frigate-biral, Long-tailed Skua and
Spectacled Tern, as weLl as notes on relative abundance
and distribution of the tnore cotrrnon species. Sightings
were nade in several areas with no previous records.

INTRODUCTION

Tnformation on the distribution and relative abundance of the
sea bi rds of  the Melanesian region is  very scanty.  King ( f9GZ)
lists observations for the Bismarck Archipelago, the Solomon
Islands and the New Hebr ides,  and Rand and c i l l iard (1967) for
thb seas around New Guinea. Menbers of the New Guinea Bird
Society have s ighted several  new species of  sea bi rds in recent
years (see New Guinea Bird Society Newslet ters (NGBS) ,  1970-74r.
Norr is  (1967) a lso observed sea bi rds in the south-  r rest  paci f ic ,
inc luding the New Hebr ides.

Dur ing the per iod 15 October L974 Lo 7 February 1975, f  made
several  t r ips by sea in the Melanesian region.  My journeys
are shown on the accompanying rnap (Fig.  1) .  The dates of  the
va r i ous  v i s i t s  we re3 -
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Papua NerrJ Guinea.
15 October Madang to Karkar Is land.
21 October Karkar Is land to Madanq.
23-24 October Madang to Wewak.
14 Novenber wewak to Los Negros fs land,  Manus DiEtr ic t .
5-6 Decenber Lorengau,Manus Is land to Rabaul ,  Ne! ,  Br i ta in.
4-5 January Rabaul  to Kieta,  Bougainvi l le ,  then to the

SoLomon fs lands.

Br i t ish Solomon Is lands and New Hebr ides:
21 January Shor t l and  I s l ands  t o  c i zo .
28-30 January Gizo to Honiara,  Guadalcanal .
5-7 February Honiara to port  Vi1a,  Efate,  New Hebr ides.

Durat ion of  observat ions var ied,  but  on the longer t r ips usual ly
at least four hours were spent in the morning and two hours in 

-

the evening,  wi th at  most  ten hours observat ion a day.

I den t i f i ca t i ons  we re  based  on  May r  ( 1965 ) ,  K i ng  (1962 ) ,  S1a te r
(L970),  serventy,  Serventy and Warham (19?I)  and my f ie ld
experience of several of the speci.es in the seas aiound Australia
and Europe.

My observations are presented in the form of a systematic list of
all species observed with location for the more noteable records.
Additional information was also obtained while staying in the
di f ferent  is land groups and th is is  a lso incorporaled in the
systemat ic I is t .  The taxonomic sequence fo l lows peters (L962).

LIST OF SPECIES
Tahiti Petrel Ptenodrona rost?ata
One was seen at  approximately :ozs,s, ta4oos'r ,  of f  Wewak, on 14
Noveftber.  I t  was a medium sized petre l  wi th long,  narrow wings
and a wedge-shaped ta i1.  The f l ight ,  in the moderate wind
condi t ions,  was le isurely wi th much f lapping and gl id ing.  The
bird was dark brown incJ.uding the unalening,  throat  and breast ,
except for the striking white of the abdomen and undertail covercs.
There are only four records of this species in the Nelr Guinea area
(Coates,  Layton and Fi lewood, NGBS, t -nuary 1970; Coates and
Fi lewood, NGBS, June 1970 and Coates,  NGBS; Novenber 19?2).  The
species breeds in the Society Is lands,  the Marquesas IsLands and
New Caledonia (King,  L967).  Af ter  breeding,  the bi rds disperse
west into the Coral Sea, where small nunbeis were recoqded by
Norr i .s  (196?) north north-east  of  Srdain Reefs and south-east-of
Marion Reef. There are two record.s for Oueensland, both beach-
washed specimens,  one f rom Fraser Is land in May 1969 (McKean and
Vernon, 1971) and one from North Stradbroke Island in March l9?4
(Vernon and Mart in 1975).

A much small-er race p.rpstTata becki, knor.rn from only a few specimens
taken at sea in the Bisrnarck Archipelago and near ihe Solom6n
Islands ( l tayr  1945),  may breed in one or  other group (Xing 1967l  .
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Figure I. The }telanesian Islands, shoing ny route
and places mentioned in the text.
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The Nerr  Guinea records,  part icula.r ly  the i -972 record,  and the bi rdI  saw may belong to rnts race.

White-necked petrel ptetoCt ona ectetma
A single b i rd was se: loat  09:3.0 hours on G February of f  Sanc r i s t oba l  r s rand  a t  12024 ' s , 163006 ' . u .  The  b i r d ,  i i v i i , g - " i " ! ! " t "
t$ro wedge-ta i red shearw aters puj ' i inus paci  f i  eus '  

"u" '  " i i r  
iu i  fn 

-s i  
zeand showed a brack cap and wrr i ie neci .  

'character is f i . " - " i " tn.

I1:9h. ._y: : "  
h ish, .  swe-ping arcs,  in ie ispersed wi th s low and roose$'rng beats.  The bi rd was rarger and the f l ight  ^u.n , " r . - - ie isureiyr^'ith slower wing beats than tlie wtriie-winged petrel ;.. r.ioit"noseen.the.  next  day.  This is  possib ly the iur thest  n" i in i l r l .=species has been recorded in- th is p-ar t  of-  tn.  p i . i i i " , "u i [ i i "g i ,

i t  has been recorded a l i r t re i " - t f , . - """ th,  in the l l . *  i "u i ia." ,where i t  may breed (King,  1967)

The subspecies p. esterna eetwiea?.is, i4rith a black cap and white nape,is only.knor,vn to breed on one of  ihe i ; rmadec Is lands,  where i tis  considered rare.  rhe nominaie- . icel -wi th u s; ;y- ; ;p. l - t i " .a"on Mas Afuera in the Juan Fernandez rs iands of f - the cni i6. r , - .o." t .Both forms are abundant in the Centrai -paci f ic ,  le[we;; -d;  
'

Equator and the Hawai ian Is lands,  f rom May to November,  but  someindiv iduals are Dresent rhroughour ah;  t .ar  tx i "g,  i96i l l - - t r r " r .may be another b-reeding stat i6n wi th in the paci f ic  area andpossib ly in the New Hebr ides,  for  the r i r i ty  
" i  

ln . -"p. . i .J  
""i ts  known breeding grounds contrasts r i in  i t "  abundance in thewinter ing qroundsi  

-

tlhite-winged (Gould) petrel ptetodzona Lezaop-cem
[g Ui1$s were seen west  of  the New nebr id ls iat  approximateLyl7-s,168-E) on 7 February.  ?he col lared form, p.  L. 'b l rets ipee,-"" . ._
t imes g_iven speci f ic  r lnk and catred t t r "  coi r i reJ p. [ r "T, ,u i . .a"
in the New Hebrides from March to August, and this is the form Isaw' the birds are much darker on tie underparts ttran-ltre-nJmin-ate could petre l  p.  L. .Leucoptera of  Austra l ia ' .  x i "g-- i ig6i i  

" -
pointed-out  arr  gradat ions'between the iwo forms have been cor, r_ected, .  for  example Murphy (1929) cor lecied one orni [e:ur . is t . i
one intermediate and f ivE grey-breastea-ua.r : , t "  . t  ; ;a- ; ; ; - ; ; ;Nesr Hebr ides in January tg l l . '

Streaked Shearwater Calonectz"ie Lettcone\ae
! t - te 

mai l  winter ing grounds of .  th is J i lun.""  nest j .ng species aregeneral ly  accepted to be in the seas, ,or in or  'oew c.r i ie"-r r r . iu r
I9ryq i! quite comrnon- r arso found it conrmon in the BisnarckAlchipetaso and south-east  ro ah;  ; . ;a lo." t  ot  Bougainvi l re.This is  presumabry a range extension for  th is part  of  the paci f ic
and the first rec6rd for the s"io."r, iJi.rro". Thirty to fortyin Decenber 1969, increasing to AOO in-January 1970, hrererecorded much fur ther south,  as a v is i tor  to the south Ne$, Gui .nea
991st  lCgl tes et  aL. ,  NGBS, Janualy and iebruary 1970).  

-ot f lJrc

were,s ighted recent lv . in West new i l r i ia in,  (Coaies,  l lCeS,- j ; i "1970 ) ,  New  r re l and  (F i r ewooa ,  wc i s , - a i i r i  r 970 )  and  Ka i r i r iI s l and  (Mackay ,  NGBS,  Ju I y  I i Zo ) .
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5 Decernber Off  RabauL (approx.  4os, tszon). 230 (approx. )

57, in srna1l
f locks.

81

The ,species- is .a-vagrant  in southern eueensland,  where threeDeacn-wasned brrds were found on North stradbroke rsland in lrtarch1974 (Vernon and Mart i .n 1975).  The Cockerel lsr  sp"; i ; ; ;  ; ;o;
"Northeast  Austra l ia" ,  ment ioned in Serventy et  aL.  (L97Ll  ,  mayhave been col lected of f  the north-east  coasl  of  Oueensland.-- ' -

My observat ions were:
21  Oc tobe r  O f f  Ka rka r  I s l and  (4o40 , s , r 45o50 , r1 .  1
14 Novembe! Off Wevrak (hetr.reen 

,gpprox. 3o39's, 2I0rscattered
144oE and i "oo,s, iasdio ln i ' - '  in  srnal l  f locks.

4 .fanuary Between Rabaut and soutlr Net, fr6e_ 350, (approx. ),Iand (betwe.en approx. 4or5,s, l52o3o,n in smaii  r locxs.
and sos,t5zo5o'rf .-

4 January Between Buka passaqfe and Kieta
(betwe-en approx.  5o3o's,154059.p
and sos, tss-aao'r r1.

The conbinat ion of  large s izer.heavy-horn coloured bi l l ,  l ight  andgraceful flight with. $rings bent at 
-the 

carpal and bowed be15w theplane of the body, white head streaked dark on the rear crown andnape, variegared brown.upper-parts and white ;"G;_;;;ts-lii"r"
th is species to be easi ly-d is l inguished. Many bi rd-s showed-ani'rregular, off-white pat-h in tir6 win! it ttre-rast 

"r-iir.-pri..r-ies and a patch of  of f -whi te on the 
" ipe,  

ta i f  coverts.  
- - t f ie

underwings were mainly white, narrowllr'edged with aGky anl-witha dark patch at the,carpaI.. Their gei.r"-i .pp..rurr.- irra--ifigirtrgminded me of the corvis shearwatei nirir*'itrndiT ut^.ii"t"dionedea ) of the North Atrantic and t'tei'iterranean. The StreakedSheancater,which is  a lso cal led the whi te- f rontea-Sfrear" . t . i ,  i "sometimes placed in the genus puffinu" (siorr 1973). 
I

Sooty Shearwatet puffitata gz.Leeue
Rand--and Gil1iard (ig6Z) 

-trave 
no record,s of the Sooty Shearyaterfor  Nehr Guinea,  nei ther has King ( fS6i i  tor  the s is i ra i ; i  e i . f r i_

p91ggo or the Solomon-Islands. i.ecently Coates (uCaS, Novelnber1972) reported severar dark brown 
"tr."6.t.r," 

with pale undemings,which he considered to be th is 
"p" . i " " , ' r .ar  

New Br i ta in.  Thespecies r.'as recorded frorn the weitern istes, which are iituitear. test  of  Manus fs land,  in 1934 (CouItaE, NGBS, August  I9?O).  Uyrecords r4rere:

21 October Betlreen Karkar fsland (4o40,s, I
145o50.s)  and the nain land.

5 Decernber South of  Selapiu Is land (2o50,s,  1,  feeding wi th
rsoogs'u)  whi te_capped

Noddy.
4 January Off  Stat ion poinq Ne$, I re land 1

(app rox .  4 "25 , s ,152 '49 ' s1 .
Off  Condor^point ,  Nev,  I re land I
( app rox .  a " : s ' s , r 5zo4o ,11 .
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5 January Off  east  coast  of  Bougainvi l le  south 31,  in smal l
to Kieta (bethr^een approx.  5"30's,  groups.
r54o5o 'E  and  oos , t ss "ab ' e ) .

21 January Of!  Ni la,  short land Is land 7
( z o 1 o ' s , r i e " s ) .

29  Janua ry  o f f  c i zo  ( so15 ' s , 15oo55 'n ) .  g

On al l  b i rds the whi t ish underwings were c lear ly seen and f  have
no doubt about thei . r  correct  ident i f icat ion.

wedge-tai led Shearwate r Puffi,nue paci fi,eus
Rand and Gi l l iard (1967) l - is t  a s ingle record for  Nev,  Guinea,  but
others since have recorded numbers on the south coast. rn the
Bismarck Archipelago it is a migrant and not kno!"n to breed.
Recent records include over 200 bi rds wi th at  Least  one l ight
phase of f  Port  Moresby (Coates et  aL. ,  NGBS, January and February
1970).  other s ight ings are reported by Mackay (NGBS, JuIy 1970) ,
BeI l  (NGBS, August  1970) and Fow1er (NGBS, June 197f) .  This species
is known to breed further south in the Solornons and the Ner^t
Heb r i des  (K ing  1967 ) .

I recorded the species on six dates, four of hrhi.ch refer to the
Bismarck Archipelago:

I

2 4

4

100  (app56v .1

I f

25 ,  sca t t e red
indiv iduals
and pairs.

21 october of f  Karkar Is land (aono's, la5o5o,r) .

14 November Off  wewak (Qetween^approx.  3o3o's,
l44on and goo,s, t45ozo'- r ) .

5 Decenber South of Ne$r Hanover (approx. 2o4o's,
t soo lo 'E ) .

5 December of f  Rabaul  (approx.  4os,152os).

27 December Off  Samo, east  New fre land
( l o 5 s ' s , t i z o s o ' r ) .

4 January South of Rabaul and hrest o-f Nee,-  
r re land (between approx.  4ol5 's,
r5zo3o'E and sos, lszos-o 'e)  .

Approximately hal f  of  those of f  we$rak,  one of f  south Nehr Hanover,
and the 25 bi rds south of  Rabaul  were of  the l ight  phase.  This
phase is ge^nerally from further north, being the more common phase
south to ro"N, Ei ther these bi rds were migrants f rom fur ther north,
or they may represent an unknown breeding population somewhere in
th is region.  Further south,  39 were reco^rded on^5 February^just
sou th  o f  San  C r i s t oba l  I s l and  be tween  12 -24 rS ,163 -06 'E  and  I 4 -2o 'S ,
t64o5o'E,  apd 273 on 7 February appro^aching the New Hebr ides

be tween  15 "30 ' s , 167 "02 'E  and  17 "45 ' s , 168 -19 'E .  A l l  h re re  da rk  phase .

Audubon's Shearwater Puffirus lherminieri
Forty seen just  north of  

-Honiara 
1so1s's, tssossrE) on 30 Janualy

and  one  seen  j us t  eas t  o f  Hon ia ra  ( 9 "25 ' s , 160 '28 rE )  on  5  Feb rua ry
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are  probab ly  the  f i rs t  recorded fo r  the  So lomon Is lands .

83

Two^individuals were seen off the west Ner,r Hebrides at L6o44's,
t6?oo9'E and r7o4o,s, t68o1o'E on Z reUiuary.  Norr is  (1967) d i t t

not  see th is species around the New Hebr ides in the southern
winter .  King (1967) recorded i t  as a breeding species for  the
New Hebrides between Novenber and April, but perhaps the species
disperses af ter  breeding.

The Solomon Is land bi rds appeared no darker than those seen of f
the New Hebr ides,  so presumably they are c loser to th is form,
rather than Heinrothrs Sheanrater p. heintpthi. of the Bismarck
Archipelago which is now usuarly regarded ag a form of p,Lherminiert
K i n g  ( 1 9 6 7 ) .

Heinrothrs Shearwater is  a l i t t le  known form which has been
reported and col lected al -ong the coast  of  New Br i ta in and the
Bismarck Archipelago.  In August  1974 King (NGBS, October 1974)
searched watom fs land for  the nest ing s i te of  th is species but
was unsuccessful. The nesting site remains unknown although there
is r i t t le  doubt that  i t  must  breed in the v ic in i ty  of  New 6r i ta in.
Three specimens at the Anerican Museum of Natural History are
Iabel led Watom Is land,  which l ies just  westward of  the p6rt  of
Rabaul  (Murphy 1930).  I  fa i led to see th is form.

h the l i terature,  the colour of  the upperparts of  Audubonrs
Shealwater has been var iously descr ibea ai  sooty (Mayr,  1945),
dark greyish-brown (King,  1967) and black (or  daik b l -uej  and
brownj-sh (Slater ,  I97O', ,  .  In the f ie ld,  in br ight  sunl ight ,  the
upperparts appeared dark bro$rn with slightly darker primaries.
fn duller conditions the upperparts appeared sooty biown and an
old specirnen examined in port  Vi la Aibrary,  f fate l  Ne$, Hebr ides
had sooty upperparts.

The fIight r,ras fast and close to the surface, vrith short glides
betrreen rapid wing beats which were not as fast as those 5f tne
Litt1e Shearhrater p. aeeimlis but faster than those of the
Flut ter ing sheanrater  p.  gauia.  rn s ize i t  was also intermediate
between these tero species,  but  in proport ions i - t  was c loser io
the Fluttering Shear$rater and did not appear dumpy, short-winged
and short-b i l ted l ike the Li t t1e Shearwaler .  wi t i : 'c lose v iews
Audubonrs shearwater can be ident i f ied in the f ie ld by i ts  larger
s ize,  less dumpy form, browner upperparts and less whi te on the
side of the head than the Little Shelrwater and from the
Flut ter ing shear$rater  by i ts  s l idht ly  smal ler  s ize,  faster  wing
beats and whi ter  underwings.

Wilson's Storm-petrel )ceotitee oceoticus
One bird,  thought to be- of  th is species,  came close to the ship
before heading of f  north at  12:2o-hours on 6 Februarv between the
Solomon fs lands and the New Hebr ides (13o38,s, l6aofz 'e) l  I t  wal  a
smal l ,  dark brown Storm-petre l  wi th a not iceable paie buf f  bar
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across each wing.  I t  had a pure whi te rump patch,  extending justonto the s ides of  rhe f lanks,  and the ta i l 'a ;p; ; ; "a- I" - i ' ! - " { "" . " ,
but  the feet  proiect ion was not  seen. i r r "  i i ighl -"on'J i i i " i t " r
_9g.pf{  

f lappi i rg i ing beats on ron!-wings w:. th f requent st i f f_
y,rnSed. (wings angled.  f rom the carfa l )  down wind gi ia""  

""a-r i tnsharp banking.  The bi rd-generarr |  kept  wi th in r ' *  
" i - t r ,e-surfaceand at  no t ime hrere the legs seen aangted.

White- ta i led Tropic-bi rd,  phaethon Leptutus
I .o l3I-  

?_i" ingle adul t_of f  port  Su1ph'ur ,  , . " t  r ,1. ,  I re land (approx.
4 -4s ' s , I s2 -40 ' r )  on  4  Janua ry .  K ins  ( 1967 )  s i " ; ;  a ; ; - ; ' t u t r i J -5 r

th is species in the gismar lk erchip" i igo as vagrant .  Two otherrecent records for  the New cuinea legi5n are t iose of  Eginion(NGBS, January 1970 and Septemb..  i t ia t .

Masked- Booby SuLa dactylatra
A s ingle inunature was seen on 22 and 27 January in the stra i tsbetv 'een Gizo and Kulanbangra ts lands in t t re we'stern-s-"r"a""" '
{ . app rox .  8oo5 ' s , r 5eo55 ,n ) .  Th i s  i s  p resunab ry  t he  f i r s t  r eco rd  f o rthe solomons as King _(L967) fa i la l ; -merr t ion i t .  t f , i= 

"" . . i . " .breeds on most is lana groups i " - tn.- t r "p i" i i  p. . t r i ; - ; " ;T; i ;
occurs as a vagrant ,  or  is  ent i re ly abs6nt,  f rom the ; ;4. ; i l ,south-hrest  paci f ic  (New caledonia, 'New ierr ides,  soromon rs landsand the Bismarck Archipelago).  f imaiures and sub_adul ts shor, ,  thegreatest  tendency to wander.

Other records in th is area have been compi led f rom the loq of  theHMs challenser (Macdonatd and Lawford, iSstt: 
-i i""."i i"t i l t""i"r"

recorded on six dur"l" 
lr:_9ays- -ion_ June and^ four J"y="i"-S.itemner,and  s re re  a t l  w i t h i i r  t he  a rea  t t oas , s ,  t o  25 -30 , s ,  ] 65 -30 ,E  t o  179 -45 ,8 .The most northern of- these posi t ion;  

"oufa 
U. south_east  of  theSolomons and north of  the r . i iw f fefr iaes.- '

Brown Booby SuLa Leueoaaeter
?his is  the most co.moi  booby in Melanesia and the south_westPaci f ic  region.  r  recorded i t  o"  =."a"  iccasions,  inc ludinc threet imes in the Bismarck_Archipelag",  po"; ibr t -a; ; l i r ; - i ! !J .E" ro.t he  a rea  as  K ing  ( I 967 )  knew  

" t - o " f i - i - J l ub t f u l  
r eco rd .

Records were:
8 August  Off^port  Moresby (approx.  so39,5 2

147 -16  ' s1  '
15 October Betsreen Madang and^Karkar fs land I( app rox .  4 "4o , s , l asoso ,11 .
24 October Off  the mouth of  the Sepik River 1(app rox .  : ' so , s , t aaoao '81 ]
14 November Off  Wea$rak fbeth,een 3o3o,s, l44or t1

and  : " s ,  t 45 ' 20 ,61
4 Decernber East  of  Manus Is land (approx.  zos,  I t

14?o30'E)
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5 December
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Soulh of  Nen Hanover (approx.2o4o's,  4
r5oo5o,E) .

4 January South of Rabaul and vrest of New 15
Ire land (between approx.  4-15's,
152030 ,E  and  sos , l s zo io ' r ) .

For the Solomons, where i t  is  considered a v is i tor ,  f  have three
reco rds :

5 January Off  the east  coast^of  Bouqainvi l le  6
(between approx.  5o3o's, l54o5o,r  and
oos,  tssoao' f , ) - .

30  Janua ry  o f f  Hon ia ra  ( go t s ' s , t sgos5 ,o ) .  I

5 February Off  GuadacqnaL and^San Cr istobal  37
(between 9025's,159059'e and
t o o : o ' s , 1 6 t o z z ' u ) .

Greater Frigate-bird tuegata minor
only trlro sightings were made. A female was chasing a Lesser
Fr igate-bi rd successful ly  for  possession of  a f ish,  of f  Karkar
Is l -and (4"40's,145"50'E) on 15 October.  The second s ight ing was of
another femqle trith Lesser Frigate-birds off Lou fsland, Manua
Distr ic t  (zozo,s,L47o2o,E) on 27 Noveniber.

Lesser Fr igate-bi rd Frcgata eie l
This was by far the nost conmon of the two F?ega,ta species.
Along the north coast, it was seen from Lae to wewak, hrith over
400 bi rds of f  Karkar fs land in Oetober.  In Novet iber,  in the Manus
Distr ic t , .  i t  l r ras seen dai ly  in fa i r  numbers,  and south of  New
Hanover (2 '40,s,150-50,E) on the evening of  5 December an est i tnated
850 birds $rere seen in f locks.  The next  day,  en route to Rabaul ,
at  least  another 300 were seen, whi le south of  Rabaul ,  and west  of
New Ire land on 4 January there were at  least  600.

The species was also common in the Solomons, and was recorded on
16 dates from Buka in the north to San Cristobal in the south.
including several hundred seen on the journey from cizo to Honiara
bethreen 28 and 30 January.  A pair  and a s ingle indiv idual  were
seen on 7 February rrest of the New Hebrides.

Red-necked Phalarope Lobipee Lobafute
Three were seen approxinaie ly 8 km south of  Karkar Is1and (4o40's,
145-5orE)  ̂ on 15 october and l0 of f  Condor point ,  New Ire land

(4-35's,152-40'E) on 4 January.  Bogh f locks were feeding on the
hrater ,  $/eI l  away f rom the nearest  land.  According to Mayr (1945)
the seas north of Net, Guinea, from New Britain nestward, are a
favour i te winter ing ground. Rand and Gi l l iard (1967) g ive i ts
status as co!ilnon off the north New Guinea coast.

Pomarine Skva Sterco"@tue pormn'inue
An adul t  l ight  phase seen- just  of f  Rabaul  (approx.4os, I52'e1 on
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6 December may possib ly be the f i rs t  observat ion for  the Bismarck
Archipelago.  The only other b i rd seen, an adul t  dark phase r"rest
of  the Ner,r  Hebr ides (17"10,s,107"34'E) is  probably the f i rs t  record
for  the area.  Mayr (1945) fa i ls  to ment ion th i i  species f rom the
south-r"rest  Paci f ic ,  and King (1967) has no record for  Melanesia.
Rand and Gj- I l iard (1967)have no records for  New Guinea,  but  coates
(NGBS, May 1970) reported f ive s ight ings in 1970. I ts  occurrence
in the south-west  Paci f ic  is  probib l -y more regular  than these fevt
records suggest .  I t  is  a regular  sutnmer v is i ior  to southern
Austra l ia and i t  is  conunon on the coast  of  Japan in spr ing,  probably
as  a  m ig ran t  f r om  the  sou th -wes t  pac i f i c  (K ing ,  1967 ) .  

-

Arctic Skua Stercortiue oaraeiticus
This species htas record-ed on four dates in New Guinea.  F,our l ight
phase birds were seen bethreen Madang and Karkar Island (approx.
4"4o's,r45"5o'E) on 21 october and an i runatule nearby on 23-6ctober,

Two were of f  the mouth of  the Sepik River (approx.  3o5O,S,I44o4o,E)
on 24 October and an adul t  l ight  phase was south of  Rabaul  (approx.
4 -35 rs ,152 -40 .E )  on  4  Janua ry .  Rand  and  c i l l i a rd  ( 1967 )  do  no t  .

nent ion the species f rom the seas around mainland New Guinea,
King (1967) l is ts i t  as a migrant  for  the Bisnarck Archipelago.
Ne i t he r  K ing  (1967 )  no r  May r  ( 1945 )  I i s t  i t  f o r  e l sewhe re  i n '
Melanesia.  In the New Hebr ides,  north of  Espir i ta Santo,  I  sah,
three of  the l ight  phase chasi^ng terns on 6 February:  one adul t
and  one  imma tu re  a t  r 4 "o5 ' s , 164035 'E ,  and  one  adu l t  aL  l 4oog , s ,164040 , r .
Nex6t day,west  of  Malekula Is land,  I  saw one i lnmature at  l6o3o,s,
L67"o2tE,  one adul t  l ight  phase at  t6o39,s,167006,E and another at

approximately I7"s.

Long-tailed Skua Stercorariue Lonatcaudus
An immature flushed from driftiood close to the ship north of San
cr istobal  Is land at  lou4l 's , r6te2g'E on 5 February is-probably the
f i rst  recorded in th is part  of  the paci f ic .  I t  was i  smalJ. l  s l in,
graceful ly  bui l t  b i rd wi th st in pointed wings.  The f l igrht  rdas
bouyant and tern- I ike,  wi th very l ight  and deep wing bei ts.  The
general tone of the bird was greyish- brown and showed much less
whi te in the wing.  than other immature skua species.

White-$ringed Black Tern Chltdoniae lerowterv,
Four adurts in $rinter plumage flew clo-se- to the boat midivay between
Madang and Karkar Is land (approx.  5 's,145'50,r)  on 2l  Octobei .
Another adul t  b i rd in vr inter  p lumage ! , ras seen- of f  Cape Girq i r
betr"reen the Sepik mouth and Wewak (approx.  3o5o's,144o49,r)  5n 24
October.

Common Terrr Sterala hizwtdo
This was a conunon bird off the north New Guinea coast. in the
Bismarck Archipel-ago and in the Solomon fs lands.  The larqest
concentrat ions hrere 500 of f  Karkar rs land on 23 october,  1 l5oo or t
the mouth of  the Sepik Rivef , . ron.?4 October, .800 south of  Newi,  , .
Hanover on 5 Decenber,  300 of f  Ni la,  short land rs lands on lg January
and 600 betsreen Giza and l loniara on 29 and 30 January.  presumably
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th is is  a regular  winter ing area.  AlL b i rds seen c losely showed
the black bill of the eastern asiatic race ^9. hina.do Longipenttie.

Black-naped Tern Stetna eunat"ane
This species ruas only seen once of f  the north Nerd Guinea coast ,
five beingr seen well off we!'rak on 14 Novelnber. In the Bismarck
Archipelago i t  was more abundant wi th at  least  150 breeding
indiv iduals on the volcanic is land of  Tul iman to the south east
of  Lou Is land,  Manus Distr ic t  (zolo,s, tazozo,E) on 21 November.
SmalL numbers hrere seen at  sea,  of f  Manus Is land,  south of  Net
Hanover and south of  Rabaul .

Itl the Solomons it was recorded on at least aeven d.ates gouth to
9o25's, r.rith 600 bet$reen Gizo and Kulatnbangra on 21 ilanuary and at
least  1,000 bethreen c izo and southern New Georgia on 28 January.

Bridled Tern Sterma otaetheta
Recorded at  several  local i t ies in New Guinea,  the Biamarck Archi-
pelago and the Solomon Is lands:

15 October One hour of f  Madang (approx.  5os,  15
145o5o ,E )  .

24 October Off  the mouth of  the Sepik River 3
(app rox .  l o5o , s , t eaoeo , r l i

Smal l  numbers of  th is species hrere seen of f  Lou Is land,  Manus
Distr ic t ,  dai ly  betr^reen 19 and 30 November vr i th at  least  500
breeding bi rds^on the^volcanic is land,  Tul iman, just  to the south-
east  of  Lou (2-3o.s,147"2O'Er,  on 2l  November.

5 Decernber Squth of  New Hanover (approx.  80
zo4o ' s , l 5oo to ,n ) .

4 Januar l t  South of  Rabaul  (approx.  4ot5,s,  25
t52o3o 'E) .

5 January Off  Buka P^assager^Bougainvi l le  15
(app rox .  5 "30 ' s , 154 "50 ,8 )  .

21 January of f  AIu,  Short lands (approx.  6
7 - r 0 , s , 1 5 6 - E ) .

30  Janua ry  O f f  Savo  (app rox .go to ' s , t 59o45 rE ) .  20

5 February East  of  Honiara (approx.  too4o's,  3-  
16102z ,E ) .

Spectacled Tern Sterma Lurwta
OnIy t r ro b i rds were posi t ively^ ident i f ied:  one of f 'Condor point ,
Ne$, I re land (approx* 4"45's^152"40,E) on 4 January and another
o f f  Buka  Passage  (5 "30 ' s , 154 "50 ,E )  t he  nex t  day .  The  Spec tac l ed
or Grey-backed Tern is  a t ropical  paci f ic  counterpart  of  the
Br id led Tern.  According to King (1967) the Br ict led Tern probably
breeds regular ly  in the t ropical  Paci f ic  only in the Solomon l
Is lands and Bismarck Archipelago.  The Spectact led Tern is  the ndf t
cotnmon breeding species fur ther west ,  where the Br id led Tern LE
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I0,  inc luding
immatures.
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39 ,  f eed ing .

324

uncotnmon. In the Solomon Islands and the Bisnarck Archipelago

both species may breed, but  the sPectacled Tern is  rarer .  The

tr"ro bilds I saw r"tere close to the ship and were identified by

their  greyer,  paler ,  backs than the more cotnmon Br id led Teln,

hrhich ;hen seen at  a c lose range has a brown back.  The f l ight ,

and s ize,  of  the t t ro species appeared no di f ferent  in the f ietd '

Sooty Tern Sterna fuecata
This species vras r[ost abundant in the New Guinea- Bismarck Archi-
pelago region.  I t  was seen in a l l  areas south to Madang on the

rnainiand wi tn a concentrat ion of  approximately 1 '200 bet \ ' /een

Madang and Karkar Is land on 15 October in feeding f locks of  thro

to three hundred.  Approximately 600 were also seen of f  the mouth

of  the Sepik River on-24 october and 300 south of  Rabaul  on 4

January.

In the Solomon Is lands and New Hebr ides,  where i t  has not  been

recorded before,  I  made the fo l lowing recorc ls:
5 January Off  the east  coast^of  Bouqainvi l le  300, .  in two

(be t$ teen  app rox .  5 "30 ' s , 154 "50 'E  f l ocks .
and  eos , t s - soao ' r ) .

21 January of f  Alu,  s l lor t land^Is lands
(app rox .  7 - l o ' s ' 156 'E ) .

30  Janua ry  No r th  o f  Hon ia ra (9015 ' s , L59o55 'e ) -

6 February Between Solomon Islands and New
Hebr i des  (14 -05 ' s , 164 -35 rE ) .

7 February off the wes-t coast-of New Hebrides
(between l5o3o's,167002'n and
izozo '  s  ,  lezoaa 'n)  .

Little Tern Stema. aLbi'ftons
The Little Tern was ricorded on four dates off the north coast of

New Guinea,  a l l  of  which were in the Madang Distr ic t ,  in  October

! , r i th a maxinum of  25 bi rds.

crested Tern Stezma bergii (Thelaeseus bergii)
This species was recorded on 25 dates on both north and south
coasts of  New Guinea.and the Bismarck Archipelago.  Maximum
numbers included 350 of f  Karkar Is land on 15 October,  200 of f  the

mouth of the sepik River on 24 october and 200 south of Ne$t Hanover

on 5 December.  I t  was also common in t }e Solomons, being recorded
on l0 days,  and bras recorded south to 9-23's.

Noddy Anous etolilue
This noddy $ras cotunon of f  Karkar Is tand wi th up to 200 seen in
October.  In the Bismarck Archipelago i t  l^ras only seen twicei  one

was with the white-capped Noddy south of Nehr Hanover on 5 December

and 20 were south of  Rabaul  on 4 January.  This species hras seen

three t ines in the Solomons: 10 of f  Alu,  Short lands,on 2l  January '
60 of fNew Georqia on 29 January and 95 bet \"een Honiara and San

Cristobal  Is land on 5 February.
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White-capped Noddy Anous nrinutue
A single bird was seen off the mouth of the Sepik River. Several
hundred were seen daily offshore in November off Lou and Uanua
fslands in the A&niralty Group. The species nras also abundant
south of New Hanover on 5 Decenber with a total of over 1000
seen feed ing  in  f locks  o f  severa l  hundreds .  A t  sea  south  o f  Rabau l ,
120 were  seen on  4  January .  In  the  So lomon Is lands ,  they  t re re
co tnmon and were  recorded on  e igh t  days .  A  roos t ing  is land o f f  A lu ,
in  the  shor t lands ,  had up  to  800 b i rds  in  la te  January .  Th is
spec ies  was recorded gouth  to  near  Hon iara  a t  9 "3 I .s ,  where  a
feed ing  f lock  o f  about  300 r re re  seen.
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ONE QUEENSLANDAND TWO NORTHERN NEW SOUTH WALES
SPECIN1EN RECORDS OF THE KERGUELEN PETREL

D . P .  I E R N O N  A N D  D . H .  F L E A Y

A live specimen of the Kerguelen Petrel Pterodyorna bre,:i'r,ostTis
was found in a weakened and th in qondi t ion at  Mermaid Beach,
Go ld  coas t ,  Queens land  (28o4 ' s . 1s3o26 'E )  by  M .  M i l l s  on  13  sep t -
embe r  1975 .  Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  spec imen  reco rd  o f  t h i s  spec ies
for  Oueensland.  Two other b j . rds of  the same species were washed
up at  about the same t ime, a l ive one at  Tweed Heads (zeoo's,153o32'E)
on 9 Septenber 1975^and a Qead one at  Belongi l  Creek,  Byron Bay,
New Sou-th wales (28o36's,r53o38,8) on 14 septernber 1975. For sevEral
days winds had been 25 to 35 km,/h with moderate to rough seas rn
the v ic in i ty  of  coastal  northern Ne$r South Wales and south-eastern
Queensland.

The two l ive specimens were taken to D.H. Fleayrs Fauna Reserve
at  West Bur le igh,  Queensland,  but  each bi rd d ied overnight .
Subsequent ly,  D.H. F1eay donated the Mernaid Beach specimen
(0 .M .  016158 )  t o  t he  Queens land  Museum on  16  Sep tenbe r  1975 ,  and
the T$teed Heads specinen (Q.M. 015152) on I  October 1975. The
dead  b i r d  f r om Be long i l  C reek  (Q .M .  0 f6160 )  was  f ound  by  J .w i i l ows
and donated to the Queensland Museum on 17 September 1975.

This s laty-grey plumaged petre l  of  southern Indian,  At lant ic  and
Paci f ic  Ocean dist r ibut ion is  known to breed in the subantarct ic
zone on Kerguelen,  Mar ion,  Crozet  and Gough Is lands dur ing late
October and November.  L ike many other pelagic subantarct ic  breed-
ing speeies,  l l ' re Kergueien Petrel  occasj-onai ly  ranges north in
eastern Austra l ia,  at  least  dur ing winter  and ear ly spr ing.  The
species was f i rs t  recorded in Austra l ia by Campbel l  (1926) f rom
a specimen which is  in the H.L.  whi te col lect ion at  the Nat ional
Museum of  Victor ia,  !4elbourne.  The specimen was found beach-
htashed on Cottesloe 8each,  Western Austra l ia on 3 June 1926 by
the  l a t e  F .L .  wh i t l ock .  A t  i n t e r va l s  s i nce ,  occas iona l  spec imens
have been found f rom western Austra l ia around the south-eastern
coast  to Ner, ,  South Wales.  Rogers (1974) l is ts specimens found
in 1974 at  Rushcutters Bay,  Sydney on 25 August ,  at  Col l ,aroy on
27 August ,  at  woody Head near l lu l :a on 29 August  and at  woolgoolga
on 15 Septenber.  The f i rs t  b i rd was found al ive but  l€ter  d ied,
and  i s  now  Aus t ra l i an  Museum no .  045083 ;  t he  l as t  was  cons ide red
to be at  least  10 days dead. These were the f i f th to e ighth New
Sou th  Wa les  reco rds ,  t he  f i r s t  f o r  t h i s  spec ies  s i nce  1954 ,  and
were except ional  in that  they occurred almost  at  the same t i [E at
widely spaced local i t ies.  Ear l , ier  specimens f rom Nev,r  South Wales
a r e  d i s c u s s e d  b y  H i n d w o o d  a n d  M c G i l l  ( 1 9 5 5 ) .  O l i v e r  ( 1 9 5 5 . p . 1 6 2 )
not iced a s imi lar  occurrence when be wrote "Thro specimens reached



Decenber 1975

the Dominion Museum-on the_same day in July 1934. possib ly a
smal l  f lock was in.New Zealand vratera at  that  t ime".  fhe 6heck-
l is t  Conmit tee,  Orni thological  Society of  New zealand (1920rp.23)
records that  the species is  "possib ly regular  winter  v is i to i  to
Tasman Sea, about twenty records,  rnain ly f rom North fs land weat
coas t  beaches .  "

The three specimens have been prepared as good study skins. They
1.e--gf  a s imi lar  general  colour to the wedge-ta i led Shearwater,
Puffinus pacifieus , but -greyer. In generat iorphology they are
considerabry l ike,  a l though smal le i  than,  the crea[ . lwingld iet re l ,
eleydyna macropterv.. -Both specinens compare closely witi pf. gg
of  Mathews (1928) and moderately c lose to pI .  60 o? co&nan ( l9OZ-
10).  Three f ie ld ident i f icat io i  cr i ter ia are the f reckled pare
g-rey leading edge to the r^ring, although this is not obvious from
above, the very pale grey underside oi both prirnary and se-ondary
wing feathers,  and the almost  b lack lores area of  the face.  The
three specimens handled had relatively broad heads in relation to
body s ize and a character is t ic  of  the species is  the lateral ly
compressed bi l I .

Detai ls  of  the specimens are as fo l lohrs.  Meagurements are in
m i l l ime t res .  e .M .  016 I5B ,  Me rma id  Beach ,  eueens land ,  l 3  Sep te tnbe r
1975, io l lected M. Mj. l ts ,  sk in wi th one wing separate and s i read
and body preserved in -a lcohoJ. ,  fetnale,  ovary nol  enlarged ( ix4) ,
ov i duc t - s t r a i gh t ,  we igh t  191 .5  g ,  t o t a l  l en i t h  343 ;  

" i i t " pJ " ' azo ,w ing  251 ,  t a i t  t oa ,  cu lmen  26 ,  ; i d t h  o f  b i l i  
" t  " " 6 t i i i i -E l - -tarsus 37,  middJ.e toe and c law 4g.  G\zzard empty,  

"*""1t  
io,  orre

beak.  o- f  a cephalopo6. _ e.M: Ot616O, Belongi t  Cie6i ,  ayr6n iay,  wew
south.  wares,  14_septenber r9z5 colrected i .  wi t towi ,  ! r . in  wi ' tn one
wrng hart  spread and body preserved in a lcoho1, female,  ovary not
en la rged  ( ! 2x71 ,  ov i duc t_s t r a i gh t ,  we igh t  2L4  g ,  t o t a l  t eng l i r  : nO ,
w ingspan  848 ,  w ing  258 . ,  t a i l  112 ,  cu lm6n  Ze ,  w ia th  o i  U i i i ' i i
nostrr rs 6,  tarsus 38,  middle toe and c lar4,  49.  Gizzard empty,
except for  four beaks of  cephalopods.  O.M. 016162, rw-ea ie ias,
New South Wal-es,  9 September 1925, sk in and body pi . " . r*r .a in
a l coho l  ,  ma l -e ,  t es tes  no t  en la rged  (3x I .S ) ,  we i . ' qh i  ZOe  q , - t o t a f
Jg lg t l t  320 ,  w ingspan  850 ,  w ing  162 ,  t a l l  1 i 2 ,  d ime ; - i z l ' " r i a i n  

" rb i l l  a t  nos t r i l s  G ,  t a r sus  :S ,  m iad le  t oe  and  c l aw  4g .  
' c i z za ra

empty except for three beaks of cephalopods. Notes of soft partg
9I  the specimens are as fo l tows: i r is  iark I ro*, -u i f r - ; i ; " ' "y
black,  tarsus (outer) .benzo brown, ( inner)  f igf r t  iu i l i ;  6; ; ;
f } .  45  (R idgh 'ay ,  1912 ) .  Fee t  a re  b rown i s i r  b t i c k , ' i i t g " s  ; i - i " " "
1 i9ht  purple drab,  c laws b1ack.

we are not sure as to what extent the moderate to rough seas take
their  to l r  of  pelagic b i rds of f  the eastern Austra l ia i  coaats.
Starvat ion is  a l ikely cause of  death,  as the three bi rds t iam:.nea
y: : : ,9T":pt ional ly  th in.  rheir  pectorat  and wing m,rs- iJa ; ; ; .  .
enaclatecl  and their  g lzzatd,s.  r4rere empty.except for  the 'behkg 0f , ,a, ,few small cephalopods.
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RECORDS OF THE GOULD PETREL AND THE BLACK-WINGED
PETREL FROM SOUTH-EASTERN QUEENSLAND
AND NORTH.EASTERN NEWSOUTH WALES

G.J. INGRAM

Cyclone wanda produced winds up to 90 km Per hour in the--vicinity

o? south-easte;n Queensland and north-eastern New South wales

dur ing the per iod 23-27 January I974.^ on 29^January I .walked the

ocean beach of  the southport  sPi t  (27"57rs,153"25'E) on the GoId
Coast ,  south east  eueensiand.  Amongst  the beach-washed alerel ic ts
$ras a Gould PetreL Pterodrona leueoptera Leueoptera. This specimen
l vas  dona ted  t o  t he  Oueens land  Museum (Q .M .  015374 ) .  Th i s  f i nd  l ed

to a t r ip to North Stradbroke Is land on the 31 Januaryr 'wi th C'

Corben and G. Roberts. Two $rhite b-ellied tterodtona were found
beach-washed on the ocean beach (27035's,153o28'E)t  one htas c lear ly
ident i f iable as a Gou1d Petrel ,  whi le the other had a darker lead-
ing edge to the underwing,  p ink feet ,  and grey head feathers '  which
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suggested that it could be a Black_winged- petrel p. hypoletrcantgrLpennie' ?hese w-ere-arso aoni[ei--[J .n" eueensland Museum(e.M. 0tsoI0 and e. .M._01soOe_ i - "p." I i r l ;v l  .  The idenr i f icat ionswere confirmed bv ?, l:A. f ir l laeir, oi"i3ion 
"i-wtiaii i .*i, lsearcr,,csrRo (vernon and Martin, fgisi]--, i,fr" nracf_winged petret would bethe f i rs t_specinen record for  Oueensiana ana the could petre ls thesecond and th i rd for  the state,  

"" - - ia ing 
to storr  (1923).

Dur ing the same per iod three beach-washed derel ic ts of  the couldpetrel were recoided from 
""rttt.in 

r.i!i"so,.tt wares (w. {"I"or,, ^pers' comm.). rhese_were one found at paicrr 's- i"I .r i" i* i i l i iJ,rur-rr,"r
by Dr P. Mylrea on 27 January igTi; i i "  

" t  
FIat Rock {zeost,s,rs3-36,nyfound by w. watson o_no2_8- Jan'uarv i6zil-""d one found at LennoxHead Beach (zeo4g,s,153o35,E) by .J. i"rrn"i .  on 2g January L974.

since the above specinens $fere -found, the forrowing specimens andobservations have been,recorded. a beatn_washed derel ict of theGould petrel was oicjced_ up on ah" ;";;;'beach of North stradbroke
i:1319. (27o2s's,1r.ort,E) by c. coiUe"-on"Z3 February 1925 (0.M.016130). Abour ten Blaci_wi"s.d-p;t i ; ls were obse-rved on tand arnieht by J. Kikkawa at shark f i t ,- ; ; ; ; ;-r" i ."a-r iFzl iJ,r l i . i i ,"r
during January 1975. one of whiih ,u"-"aptor.d, measured andrereased on I January. .rhese *a;" ; ;s; iarry o6seiv-a-.r isl l ins tnedense vegetation borlering tne Uei.n-i i 'nigfrt  (J. Kikkawdr Ders.comn. ) .  Holmes (1975) baiaea serreiar- iraci_wi;sea-' ; ; ; ; i l  5"Mutton Bird rsrand, 

. :?If : :- ! i . t"".1-w"*-south wires ir ,-- irr i  rszs,and. also reported their presence on r,aay Musgri;- ;" i ;" ;- i l tsouthern Queensland.

Measurements in mil l imetres for the above _Gould petrels, for thefirst known specimen of the e"urJ--p.f iJi  tO.*. 05446) found inQueensland at Burleigh Heads_ tn"U".t""" l  1956) and for a specimencollecred fron cabbase Tree rsra"a- io. i , i l .  oia i ,  uy.. ir- i i . i rvi=n"rr i"(Hulr,  19J-r) are qiv6n in. rabie-i ,  ui i" ino". ror rhe above Black-
$;?i".::Til:"'li ;:;r:'i:;-;'ugtt:ir"" at Heron isiini- rieia,
Austin (1952) kevs out- the could petrer as ptercd"ona LeucoptezvT,eueoptera and thi a:.ack-winle;-;";;;i-;" p, cookii, of which he
T:?: :9"  n igr ipennie.as a_suSspecies.-  i i f .  ( rg lz)  considered rheratter as a subsoecies 

_of the-Bonin pelrer p.iapitir"il,"-iJii=.otrror"
noted that the hiad ana. uaci-oi-t;; ;i;;_win{6a F.ir.r ii" ir.y(as with e.Ir,r .  0tsoo9) tr,ough i .r"" i t i -? 

"2. 
(1971) describ;d thehead as slaty-black and rh6 b;; i- ; ;" ; .#

The noninate subsoecies of the Gould petrel is known to breed onlyat cabbase rree r-sland, eori- ' i tJl i ; ;" ;=ri . ,  south wales, (serventyet aL., 1971, ).  rn Oueensland, th; gi i iL_"i"S.d petrel has beenrecorded a l i ve  f rom Heron_rs iana- t i " i J ,  i sea ;  , r .  K ikkawa,  pers .conun.) and rryon rsland (R.-Etks F;;: '" ;rr. t  i l  I ; ;" ; ; ; i i I I i_Group, and Ladv Muscrave rsland ( irofmes]-fgZ5) and ralr?ax feland(R. Etks pers. .ot* l)  in tne-iunt;;- ; ; ; ;p. Al-rhoush i t  has not
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been noted breeding in Austra l ian $raters,  i t  has been recorded in
associat ion wi th burrows on Heron,  Fair fax and Mutton Bird Is lands.
Holmes (1975) fe l t  that  the development of  brood patches,  and the
preparat ion of  burrows by th is species on the lat ter  is land,  were
undoubtedty prereguis i tes for  future breeding,  and that  i t  sras
at tempt ing to colonize.  I t  wi I l  be interest ing to d iscover r , r i th
fur ther invest igat ion r . rhether th is appl ies to the Queensland
is lands ment ioned above.

TABLE I

Measurements of the Gould Petrel (m).

Mid-toe
specimen cul.men Tarsus and claw wing Tail

Q.M.  054 ( femle)

Q.M.  05446 ( femle)

Q.M.  015010

Q . M . 0 1 5 3 7 4  ( n a I e )
p . M .  0 1 6 1 3 0
P a t c h ' s  B e a c h ,  N . S . w .
F la t  Rock ,  N.S.W.
Lennox Head,  N.S.W.

30 38
30 39
30 38
29 36
31 40
z t  5 l

29 37
2 9  J l

26

2 7
26

26

230
2 3 1

236
23L
2L5

96
loo

88
9 4
9 3

l 0 l

100

Measurements for Q.M. specimens from skins, those for N.S.tl. sPecinens
from watson's dead birds-

TABI,E 2

Measurenents of the Black-winged Petrel (m).

Mid-toe
Specimen Culmen Tarsus and claw -winq Tail

Q.M.  015009 24  33
Heron Island (Reid) 24
Heron Island (Kikkawa) 2S 35

40
40

2L7 95
z  5z
2L7 114

MeasurerEnts for q.M. specinens fron skins, those for Heron Island
from live birds.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I thank R. Elks,  J.  Kikkawa, and w. watson for  the informat ion they
con t r i bu ted ,  and  C .  Co rben ,  P .  Fu l l aga r ,  G .  Robe r t s  and 'D .  Ve rnon
for their  help wi th th is ar t ic le.

REI:I.]RI.:NCES

Austin, O.L. 1952. Notes on sone petrels of the North Pacific. Bull.
Mus. comp. zool. Lo7 r 392-403.

Fa1l.a, R.A. 1942. Review of the smaller Pacific foms of Pte?od?oma
and Cooki.Lat"ia. Emu 42 : 111-118.



Decenber 1975

Holmes, c. 1975. Black-wlnged petrel on Uutton Bird Is1and, Neff South
Wales. Australim Bird Bander 13 : 5l-55.

HuL1, A.F.B. 191L. Frther renarks on the find.ing of the nest and egg
of )estreLata Leuoptera, Enu 10 3 253-258.

Reid, A..t. 1.964. An Australian record of ptetodronn hypoleuea, Emu 64 :
9 8 - 1 0 0 .

Robertson, .t.s. 1955. fnteresting south gueensland sea bj-ral dterelicts.
Emu 56 : 225-226.

serventy, D.L-, v. serventy and J. warhan. Lg7L. The Handb@k of Austlalian
Sea-birds. Reed I Sydney.

Storr, c.M. 1973. Irist of eueensland Bird.s. Spec. publs Vfest. Aust.
M u s .  N o . 5 .

vernon, D.P. antl J.H.D. Uartin. 1925. Birds of Stladbroke Island. proc.
R.  Soc .  Qd 86  :  61-72 .

MR G.J. IN1RAM, QueeneZod Mueewt, Eortitud.e valley, qaenaldtd, 4006.

*  * * *  * * * *  * *  *  * * , t  t  * * 4 , a 4  *  * *  *  *  I 4  * , t  * t * * * * *  *  * *  *

A NOTE ON BREEDING IN BANDED I,A,NDRAILS

R.R. DIJNIDP

My_earlier paper on the Banded Landrail RaZLus phiLippenaia (Dunlop,
1970) gave an out l ine descr ipt ion of  i ts  breedi lg u5[ i " i " " r .  s"r"-quently I have been able to rnake additional obseivations qt my
!9TS,""  L i t t le  coat  rs land in the pumicestone cfrun"" i - - f lz"or ,s,
153 -05 'E )  .

At  the end of  September 1973, L observed the nearest  f  have ever
seen to courtship behaviour between tr.ro Banded Landrairs. For
three or four days they were. rarely more than half a ..ii. .p"rt,
most ly  feeding shoulder to shouldel .  On 30 SeptemUer,-* i , i f " i
feeding on the lawn only a few metres from the door oi the house,
t | . . :o.19,  wi th no pret iminary s igns,  quiet ly  stepped o" io- t f re Uacfof the female, who stood stiif-r;gged with irer rriia bent down tirl
her beak almost touched the ground. The male did not hoLd on, but
9y: : l?_!h" Tl l ing act  maintained his batance Uy v igorous-* i " i_
rrapprng. After a few seconds, th€y resumed feeding $rithout even
a shake to sert le any ruf f led feath6rs.  short ly  

" i i . i - i i , i i ,  
t f r "y

: : : : :9- t? : !pu.ur . tosether,  and wi th ln about foui  o.  i i " . -d i j .E.  had
oropped rnto what appears to be the usual nesting routine _-comlng
to feed al ternately.
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f  bel ieve the nest ing s i te was c lose to the house,  but  the blady
grass and scrub was so th ick that  invest igat ion was impract ical .
On the 23 October,  and again on the 24 October,  the bi rds seemed
rather exci ted,  whichever b i rd happened to be feeding appear ing
to be in gui te a hurry,  f requent ly pausing to l is ten and f inal ly
dashing away as i f  in  answer to a sudden cal l .  On the 25 October
I  g l impsed two chicks at  the edge of  the long grass.  There was
no sign afterwards for several days, when one chick began to corne
out into the open.

Banded Landrails r^rere very scarce in the late sununer and autumn of
1974, and there was only one in residence throughout the winter .
A second bird appeared in the spring, and by Septenber they $rere
both "set t led in" .  On 26 September,  when mowing c lose to a th ick
clump of  hal f  metre high couch grass,  a b i rd dashed out ,  and
star ted to g ive an " in jured parentrr  d isplay.  on going back later
to invest igate,  the bi rd ran along a tunnel  in the grass for  about
tno metres,  then proceeded to g ive a very real is t ic  imi tat ion of
a bi rd caught in a snare.  This was repeated whenever I  approached
the nest  on future occasions.  The nest  was merely a f lat lened
dent in the grass,  so wel l  concealed that  i t  was invis ib le unt i l
one actual ly  parted the grass above i t .  The eggs were very c lean
and f resh- looking.

On 4 November,  at  11:00,  the f i rs t  egg had hatched and the chick
r,ras lying over the top of the other eggs, with wings and J-egs
outstretched, obviously not  yet  st rong enough to stand.  At  16:00
two chicks were on their  feet ,  and both parents e/ere c lose by.
Next  morning,  the nest  was deserted,  one obviously dead egg
remaining for two days.

REFERENCE
Dunlop, R.R. 1970. Behaviour of the Banded Rail (Ledrail) RaLLua

philippenaie. sunbiral I : 1-15.

MR R.R. DUNL)P, Q.Poet 1ffice Bribie Ieland" Queenslazd, 4507,
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GLOSSY SWIFTLDT AT EUNGELLA NATIONAL PARK,QLD.

W.E. BOI,ES AI{D D.II. BARRY

H.T. Condon (1975) c i tes thro re l iable records of  the Glossv
Svriftlet (White-betlied Swiftlet, op, cit.l Colloealia eeculenlta
in Austra l ia:  a s ingle specirnen t jken f rom Cape york,  Northern
Queensland,  by M. Flood before ,June 1929 (Mathiws 1936) and a
sight  record of  about 40 bi rds f rom the Claudie River,  I ron Range,
Queens land  (McKean  f 967 ) .

On 12.Apr i1 L975, the authors observed f ive Glossy Srdi f t lets at
the-Finch Hatton corge campground, Eungella National park, Oueens-
land (21-04,s,148-39'E).  The fo l lowing informat ion is  taken f rom
notes made at the time (wB). The birdE were all dark (including
throat ,  rump and ta i l ) ,  except  for  the bel ly  which was whi te,
and had a short ,  s l igt r t ly  forked ta i1.  A f lock of  10 -  20 Grey
Swiftlets C. epodiopygia was observed over the canpground later Ln
the day .and served as a source of comparison. Tha-day was clear
with a fevr clouds. These notes, and Ln acconpanying iketch, were
Iater  compared wi th New Guinea skins of  Glossy Swif€tets in the
col lect ion of  The Austra l ian MuEeum. No adul l  swi f t let  in
Austra l ia (Macdonard 1973) or  New Guinea (Rand and Gi l l iard Lg67r,
other than the c lossy Swif t lets,  f i ts  th is descr ipt ion.  Very
little information is available concerning irnmatuie plumages of
this genus, although in the Grey Swiftlet birds about to ieave the
199! a le garbed in a dul l  grey_plurnage (seton 1965),  and Medway
(1962a) reports for  three spe- i -s of-  Col locaLia,  inc iuding the
Glossy S$r i f t le t ,  that  .Down does not  grow, but  the adul t  p lumage
develops di rect ly" .

The fo l lo$r ing informat ion- is provided in retrospect ,  not  having
been included in notes $rr i t ten at  the t ime. Gl6ssy'swi f t lets were
observed at  about 16:30 and Grey Swif t lets at  aboui  17:30.  Both
observations were made with 7 x 3s and g x 30 binoculars. r{hen
f i rst  s ighted,  the Glossy Swif t lets were approximately 10 metres
above the trees in the campground and, over-the five inlnute
per iod in-which they were- observed,  gradual1y moved to a height
of  some 30 metres above the t rees.  .

w.R. wheerer (1959) and J.s.  Robertson (1962) gEp63ted that  there
is a.nest ing colony of  crey_ Swif t lets up the t r loui ta in Views TraLl ,
about an hour 's  walk f rom the campground, a l though in nei ther case
did they make an extensive search-of  the s i te.  ihe cotony_wis
La te r  v i s i t ed  by  D .H .C .  Se ton  (  op .  c i t . )  and  A .H .  Ch i sho l i n - ( I 9d6 ) .
Due to increment rrreather and tins restrictions, the authorg were
unable to v is i t  the colony.  McKean ( l9G?) rep6rted that  the



Glossy Sh' i f t le t  was in the conpany of  the Grey-swi f t let .  -This
raisei  the possib i l ty  that  a smal l  number of  Glossy Swif t lets

."" ia l .  fo lnd in th6 v ic in i ty  of  the breeding colony and th ls

should be invest igated.  Macdonald (1973) states that  the non

echo-Iocat ing Gloisy Swif t let  is  not  l ikely to nest  in dark caves

and Medway ( i952a,b- )  in h is Sarawak studies rePorts nest ing "only
in the pe-r ipheral 'grot toes around the cave mouth or  avtay-f rom i t

a l toget i rer  . . .  , '  i t  is  a lso possib le that  the Glossy swi f t let  is

.s"o6iut .d wi th other breeding colonies of  the Grey swi f t let '

Pecot ich (1974) l is ts these,  tut  rnakes no ment ion of  Glossy

sw i f t l e t  s i gh t i ngs .
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EASTERN GRASS OWLAT COOLOOLA
P.D. D!{IIER AND i'.8. WIILT,IER

On 18 August  1975 at  09:35 ho^urs,  whl le c lear ing mammal t rapa onthe Noosa Plain,  Cooloola lZeolO, i , ts lo l 'E) ,  r , re f lushed an Eastern
Grass-Owl 

.Tgto. Longinenbrie from low dense vegetation. The birdrose from beside a clump of Galtnia about 10 i aoray-iiom-"".- rt
Il::_il : y1p: arc, two to three metres above the'vesel"iio", anaoroppect qurckry to ground after travelling about 150-m. we werewithout binoculars but with the sun behini us 

"r,a-iii.iiy 
iJ, oo,

yi:y *:".good- though our interpretations of colour coui'a frive neenoasEorced. Ft_l_ght was slow and the long, .essential ly naked, leqs
iI?:l:d conspj.cuousty. rhe faciar aisc-ind-una;6;;i";;iE,*frIEI"n
v'rtn. smarr arark patches around the eyes and sone dark flecks beneath.The back appeared.greyish and the upler surfaces of the winqs werestrongly marked r^rith^light '-an-. rl iray r9?5 we f;;d--; ,olni reutirerof an Eastern crass o,vrr. less than 2oo in from tt. 

"ri-ge"itl'w. 
tr..r"heard. -Ta.to scteeches on three occasions at cooroola but withoutidentifying the species concerned: in August l9?5 from woodlandnear the locality of the sighting describ6d tteie ana-nea"-iir.cooloo1a, and in May 1975 f iom ri in forest arong Kin i in cieex.

our sighting was made toward the northern end of coo1001a FaunaReserve and 300 m south-east of the Noosa River. naia-"-""rrow beltof riverside r"roodland (rnaximum width 50 m) dominatea UV sciitnfyg-vr .Eucalyptus sigrnta and. Botkeia-aemtLa .gi;es ;;t-;ur"p[fv-ii' f";dry heath ( e.g. Bankeia, Hakea, Xotthoz,z,hoeal that grades to swatnD-vesetation ntar rhe 6wr sqiaC;;; ;;;;iy-i.""'iiIi-r'i iilii'"""a
srew in r^rater. rt cornpriJed a mixrure 6r-""as.'.;d-r;ii;;i epecieswith Lepyrodia predominlnt and with scitiered Gahnia and Botkaia tpbut.

On the late afternoon 9! 17 August we found a weathered and muchfragmented owl perret 35 m froi where we subsequentry irusrrea trraEastern crass-owl.  and on the morning of  18 Aujust  * l  
"u i i i " .a.f resh perret  60 m disrant .  The f r rs i  perret  

" i " - . t  
.  i "g i i ; r rv 

"" .atrap site where the vegetation was pre'ssed down to rai.---[tre-trap
above water. It contained nammali.ir fur and skeletat remains ot asingle- large swamp rar  Rattue lut ,oLus,  The f ; ;ah-; . f i . l  , . "  

" "our.walk ing t rack bet$reen thro t rap stat ions.  I t  wai  - i -ngi ie anacyl indr ical ,  84 mm long,  b lunt fy lo i rnaea at  one end and t iper ingat the other vrith a 4 nun terminal twist oi-maiir"i-'r,.IiJ ii5-ir"anaximum and minimurn diameters of 2g.0 nun and zs.s mm-iesfectlvery.rt was coated r.rith sliny mucous and contained a mass or inammarianf-ur and the skeletal reiains of one giissfana melomys l,blotntal'ittoralia and seven house mi.ce M,r"'^;orr;: 
-ri,J-Ei"pi6[t'ti.onate

representation of house mice in this admittedry srnari iafri.-rrtrrts,.that Eastern crass owls and manmal-trapp-rs ai?rer notJii-in trreselectivity or efficiency with wfricir ifrEy catch smaLl manmala.



From Pebruary to August  1975 we have t raPped a 6.25 ha gr id (which

includes the owl squat)  on the Noosa Plain using 100 t raps bai ted
with svreet  potato and bacon on each of  15 nights.  we have nade
304 captures of  M, L i t toral ie (57 indiv iduals) ,  13 captures of
R. Lut teolus (6 indiv iduals)  and only s ix captures of  ! '1 ,  rxLiacul ,ue
(6  i nd i v i dua l s ) .  Thus  a  s i ng le  Eas te rn  G rass  ow l  Pe l l e t  con -
ta ined retnnants of  more house mice than we have caught in I ,500
trap nights.  Trapping in adjo in ing woodl-and has not  suggested
that  house mice are more abundant of f  the pla in.

we are grateful  to the QueensLand Nat ional  Parks and wi ld l i fe
Service for  permission to vtork in Cooloola Fauna Reserve,  and
to Mr D. Fle ly for  conf i rming ident i f icat ion of  the owl feather.
Our research is  supported by a grant  f rom the Austra l ian
Biological  Resources Study.

W P.D. DWYER, ZooLogA Departrnent, Unioereitg of Queenslotd, St. Lttcia,
QueensLand, 4067.
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EDITOR'S NOTE ON THE BIRDS OF CROOTE EYLANDT, N.T.

Addendutn to the artieLe by P. Haselgrove - lNotes on the Birds
o f  c r o o t e  E y l a n d t ,  N . T . i  ( p p  3 2 - 4 1 ) .

Mr Peter  Haselgrove has recent ly  had Mr Laur ie Amiet 's  notes on
birds seen dur ing a v is i t  to Groote Eylandt  on 28 November 1955
(?he Bird observer,  No.  304,  March 1957) drawn to h is at tent ion

by Mr Roy wheeler .  .  Mr Amietrs l is t  inc luded the fo l lo ' t " r ing
spec ies  no t  seen  e i t he r  du r i ng  t he  ea r l j . e r  l 92 I  and  1948  v i s i t s ,
no r  du r i ng  t - he  v i s i t s  by  Mr  Hase l - g rove  be tween  1971  and  1974 :
Monqol ian Sand-dot terel ,  Eastern Golden Plover,  Whinbrel ,  Dusky
Hon6yeater,  Melv i1 le Is land Fr iar-b i rd,  Yel loh '  or io le,  and Black
Butcher-bi rd.  Mr wheeler  a lso points out  that ,  wi th a l is t  of
th is s ize,  Groote Eylandt  fo l lo$ts Stradbroke,  Phi l l ip ,  French,
Fraser,  Kangaroo and Br ib ie rs lands in i ts  nunber of  b i rd species.


