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SUMMARY

One hundred and forty two species of land birds have been
recorded in the coastal lowlands of Cooloola, southern
Queenslad. The list includes 91 residents and another 12
probable residents. There are nine winter visitors, eight
sllmer visitors , seven trasients , nine vagrants ild one of
uknom status. Seventy eight of the species are passerines,
including 14 species of honeyeaters.

INTRODUCTION

cooloola (26os, I53oE) (Fig.1.)  is  part  of  the coastal  lowlands
or wal lum of  southern oueensland descr ibed by Coaldrake (1961).

I t  has a mi ld sub-tropical  c l imate,  wi th up to 1500 nun mean
annual  ra infa l l  in  h igher parts of  the landscape: about three
quarters of  the ra in fa l ls  in sunmer.  There are massive sand
dunes,  extensive heath pla ins,  ra in forests,  Iakes and the
Noosa River. Logging for comrnercially important tinber, and sand
mining,  have been. undertaken,  but  nevertheless Cooloola reta ins
i ts  natural  aesthet ic  appeal .  I t  is  the only large re lat ively
undisturbed ar-ea in-  800 km of  coastal  lowlands between Gladstone,
Queensland.  (23os,r51oE) and cof f 's  Harbour,  New south l {a les
(30 -s , r s3 -E ) .

A great  d ivers i ty  of  b i rds,  inc luding such rare species as the
ground parrot Pezopotus ual.Licue, occur within the Cooloola mosaic
of  habi tats.  There are no publ ished accounts of  the bi rds despi te
the fact that it has been a popular bird-watching area for many
years.  L ists are avai lable,  however,  for  the s i rn i lar  large
coastal  is lands nearby:  Fraser fs lani l  (Vernon and Barry,  l9?2;
Perkins,  1973),  Moreton Is land (Vernon and Mart j -n,  1975b),  and
Strai lbroke Is land (Vernon and Mart in,  1975a)

The annotated l is t  of  the bi rds of  Cooloola is  based on
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Figure l. cooloola, showing the Principal features of the
l-ildscape and areas referred to in the texE.



March 1976

observations mErde during approximately ten visits of at least two
days durat ion each year s i .nce 1970. I t  a lso includes informat ion
supplied by other observers. Nomenclature and oriler follows
c s r R o  ( 1 9 6 9 ) .

VEGETATION

For convenience, the vegetation of Cool-oola has been clividedl into
the fo l lowing . ten categor ies based on the c lassi f icat ion of  Specht
(1970).  This is  presented merely as a guide to b i rd observers and
should not be taken as an authoritative analysis of vegetation
types in the area.

Tal led c l -osed-forest  (TCF)

Ta1l  ra in forests,  t rees over 30 m in height ,  wi th dense
(70-f00t)  fo l iage cover and l i t t le  l ight  penetrat ion.  Usual ly
on the s ides oi r  bot toms of  dunes,  e,g.  Trarn/ay,  Broutha,
Thannae, Ramsay, and Seary 's Scrubs.

Closed-forest  (CF)

Rain forests,  t rees 1"0 to 30 m in height ,  wi th dense fo l iage
cover and l i t t le  l ight  penetrat ion.  Usual ly  in s imi lar  s i t -
uations to TcF, though appear drier and Less developed, e.g.
Frankis Gulch and scrub adiacent to Lake Cooloomera.

c losed-scrub (CS)

Scrubs with shrubs 2 to 8 m in height and dense foliage cover
with li.ttle light penetration. This category is used for the
mangroves and littoral complex along Tin can Inlet and the
lov/er reaches of the Noosa River system.

Tal I  open-forest  (TOF)

Tal l  forest ,  t rees over 30 m, wi th mid-c lense (30-?08) fo l iage
cover.  Si tuated on deep sands and f requent ly adjacent  to TCF.
Tree species rhclude Euealyptus piLularis, Angophona coatata and
Tristania conferta.

open-forest  (oF)

Forest  wi th t rees 10 to 30 m in height  and mid- i lense fo l iage
cover. occurs on sanil dunes and on the Como Scarp. Chiefly
Euealyptus intennedia, E. signata alrd, Tristeid spp. Swamps with
the ta1l Melaletrca quinquenerua preilorninating are also included.

Lo$r open-forest (LOF)

Forests with trees 5 to 10 m and mid-dense foliage cover. The
most widespread vegetation with the tree Botkeia aaruLq predom-
inat ing.  occurs on the dunes and on the pla ins,  of ten wi th a
thick heath underqrowth.
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Loe/ $roodlancl (Lw)

Woodland wi th t rees 5 to 10 m ancl  sparse (10-30*)  fo l iage
cover. Chiefly stands of Casua?ina Littoralie which are conmon
along the coastal  foredunes.

open- and c losed-heath (ocH)

Heath to 2 m in height  wi th mid-dense to dense fo l iage cover.
Includes heaths of  coastal  dunes and windswept gul l ies,  con-
sisting chiefly of Banksi,a spp. Much of the Noosa Plain
represents a wet phase of  th is format ion on peat ,  and includes
such plants as Xotthorrhed spp. , Galmia sieberiou, Burkeia oblong"Lfolia,
B. r,obuzr, Leptosperrum spp., and Hibbentia spp.

Closed-fernland (CFN)

The dense vegetat ion,  most ly  consist ing of  ferns,  completely
cover ing the shal low creeks drain ing the pla ins.

Closed-sedgeland (CSD)

The dense sedge comrnunities of the swarnplands adjacent to the
lakes and the verv \^ret areas of the Noosa Plain.

THE BIRDS

The Cooloola region is  important  in re lat ion to the dist r ibut ion
of  many species (Gravat t  and fngram, 1975).  The northern or  south-
ern l imi ts of  several  species occur at  about th is lat i tude (brush
bronzewing Phqts elegans, the southern subspecies of fig parrot
1popsitta diophthahna eoaent 1 ground parrot Pezoporus ualLi.cue, white-
tailed nightjar CaprbruLgus nw.e?u"ua, southern emu-wren Sti.pitwus
nalachurus, shining flycatcher Myiagt'a aleeto, dusky honeyeater
Myzonela obscu.ra, rufous-throated honeyeater Conopophila rufogularLs,
and the little $rattlebird Anthochaera chngsoptena ) . Typically west-
ern birds such as red-winged parrot Aprosmictua etgthnoptens,
turquoise parrot Neophena pulche1.La , white-winged chough Concow,x
nelanoz,hanphus, and.the Australian taven CorDuB coronoi,dzs have also
been recorded,and rare species such as glossy black cockatoo
Calyptonhynehus Lathani. and eastern grass owl Tyto Longi.menbz4s occur
in the region.

Ingram (1975) d iscussed the past  and present d ist r ibut ion of  the
ground parrot in south-east Queensland, and showed the importance
of Cooloola to i ts  conservat ion:  i t  is  regarded as endangered by
F i she r  e t  aL .  ( 1969 ) .  Fo rsha r t  ( 1969 )  s t r essed  i t s  r e l i ance  on
regenerating heath, ancl its disappearance when the heath pl-ants
grow old.  I t  may be noted in passing that  the past  d ist r ibut ion
of the ground parrot closely coincides with the coastal lowlands
and botanical ly  analogous regions in southern Austra l ia (see
Coaldrake,  1961).  In the aer ia l  photograph of  the northern part
of  the Noosa Plain (Fig.  2)  ground parrot  habi tat  is  represented
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by the uniform npdium grey tone, illustrated for exanqrle in the
centre of the photograph on either side of Teewah creek.

The southern emu-wren was first found in Queensland at Cooloola in
Apr i l  1972 (corben, 1973),  and s ince then one other populat ion has
been located near Mt Bi lewi lam, a lso in Cooloola.  Corben (1973)
expressed concern for the effects that burninqf of the heath as a
part of forest management would have on its future status in
coolooIa.

The glossy black cockatoo is  one of  Austra l ia 's  rare parrots
(Forshaw, 1969). Although it appears to be quite conunon in south-
ern Queensland, its nomaclic movements make it an efusive species
to locate. It is seen regularly in Cooloola when the Caeuan"ina
spp. nuts are r ipening.

Fourteen species of honeyeaters (Meliphagidae) have been recorded
from CoolooLa. The presence and calls of this group are a
distinctive feature. While some species maLntain relatively
stable populations throughout the year (such as Lewin honeyeater
MeLiphaga Leutinii and mangrove honeyeatet M. faseiogul@ris), most
fluctuate considerably in numbers. Honeyeaters are flpst conspic-
uous during winter months (May-August), with large numbers of
yellow-faced honeyeaters M.chryaopo invading flowering blackbutt
Eucalyptus pilulaz"is and scarlet honeyeaters Myzonela sqtgwinoLentd
invading flowering Banksia spp. and blackbutt.

certain distribution patterns \tithin Cooloola emerge when birds
other than those restricted to the rain forest and the heath are
considered. The little cuckoo-shrike, Cozlaeina tobusta, tteebill
Smicrcrmis bretirost?i.s and noiay mj-Irer l.lotorina meLorceephala have
been recorded from the Cotrc Scarp and west of the Noosa River on1y,
although other large areas of open forest habitats exist. The
satin bovrerbLtdPtilottot'hynehus ttiolaceus has been recordeil from just
above the southern end of the scarp, but not from the Cooloola
lowlands.

Gravatt and Ingram (1975) noted the conspicuous absence of the
southern chowchilla Ofthonyx tenmtncki. , brown vtarbler Gerygone nauki
and yellow-throated scrub-wren Ser'ieormis LathanL from the cooloola
rain forests: these species are normally cornmon in south-east
Queensland rain forests. The paradise rifl-ebird Ptiloris paradtseus,
is also surprisingJ-y absent. on the other hand, the spectacled
flycatcher Monanehd tritingata, white-eared flycatcher M. Leucoti-e
and rufous shrike-thrush Collw"tetncla negathyncha are relatively
conmon in the rain forests compared to similar habitat in south-
east Queensland and it may be relevant to note that these are
predominantly northern species.

A compar ison of  th is l is t  wi th the l is ts avai lable for  the coastal
islands (Fraser, Moreton and Stradbroke) indicates that the avi-
fauna is largely s imi lar ,  Histor ical  connect ions and vegetat ion
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simi l -ar i ty  can explain th is.  The more complex nosaic of  habi tats
at Coo1oo1a, as welf as its mainland position, presumably accounts
for  the greater  var iety and number of  species.

The following definitions of status have been used in the annot-
at ions to the l is t  of  species.  They refer  to the area as a whole,
and not necessarily to each of the vegetation types in which each
species has been observed.

Conunon

Many can be located throughout the year.

Uncomnon

At least  one can be located,  usual ly  wi th l i t t le  ef for t ,
throughout the year.

Rare

An intensive search may be necessary to locate indiv iduals.

Seasonal  resident

Conmon, uncotnmon or rare (as above) i summer, winter or passage
migrantst may be breeding or non-breeding.

Transient

Seen only occasionally for short periodst sometimes over severaL
years, but npstly rare and unpredictable in occurrence, non-
breeding.

Vagrant

Unexpected v is i tors i  probably s ighted once or  at  most  t \ r ice.

The fo l lowing abbreviat ions are used for  other observers:  C.C. -
C .  Co rben ,  G .C . -  G .  Czechu ra ,  R .E .  -  R .  E l ks ,  D .G .  -  D .  G rava t t ,
A . S .  -  A .  S m y t h .

LTST OF SPECIES

Emu Dzomaius nooaehoLLotdide- Uncomnon residentt OF, LOF, OCH.
Most ly seen s ingly or  in pairs,  a l though moderately large groups
have been recordeCl at times. One flock of 13 was feeding on the
Noosa Plain in June 1970 (D.c. ' .  part ies have been observed
using roads for  access through c losed forest .  Int l iv iduals have
been seen feeding on the broken scapes of Xqtthorthed sp. and
on the berries of Elaeoeatptn peticuLatus.

Crested hawk Attieeda suber.tstata - Uncommon, probably residgnt; TOFTOF.
A pair observed near Lake cooloomera in Septembet L974 performed
an aer ia l  d isplay which could indicate breeding.
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Red-backed sea eagle Haliastur indus- Cotruron resident; LOF, CS, OCH.
Most ly seen s ingly a long the foreshore and over large expanses
of water.

Whistling eagle HaLi.astur sphenw,us - Corrunon residenti CS, OF, LOF,
LW,  OCH,  CSD.
Probably the most common bird of  prey.  Nest ing,  wi th young,
on  t he  edge  o f  Lake  Coo loo la  i n  Augus t  1958  (R .8 . ) .

Grey goshawk Aecipiter nouaeholl@rdi4e - Unconrmon,probably residenti
TCF ,  CF .
Single b i rds were occasional ly  seen feeding over Searyts Scrub.

Australian goshawk Aceipiter faeciatus - Uncommon residenti CS,OF,LOF.
l . , tost ly  s ingle b i rds,  adul t  and juveni le,  seen regular ly .

Co1lared sparrowhawk Aeci,pi.ter ci,rrocephalus - Unconmon residentt CF,
c s ,  o F ,  L o F .
Single birds were frequently noted hunting along Teewah Creek.

Austra l ian l i t t le  eagle Aqui lanorp?moides -  Vagrant t  TOF.
One seen near Seary 's Scrub in Septemltrer  I974.

Wedge-tailed eagle Aquila audas- Vagrantt LOf'.
One record.ed f rom near Teewah Creek in June 1970 (G.C.) .

!'lhite-breasted sea eag]-e Haliaeetus Leucogasf,er- Uncommon residenti
c s ,  Lw ,  ocH .
I t lost ly  seen s ingly or  in pairs,  part icular ly  in Tin Can Tnlet .
A juv6ni le at  the entrance to Lake Como in January 1969 (R.8.) .

Swamp harrier Ci,t'cus approrlrrcns - Vagrantt OCH.
One on Noosa Plain in August L968 and one near Lake Como in
J a n u a r y  1 9 6 9  ( R . E . ) .

Osprey Pandion haliaetus- Uncorunon resident; CS, LW, OCH.
Single b i rds seen regular ly ,  part icular ly  a long foreshore.  A
pair  of  adul ts over Fig Tree Lake,  near Lake Como, in January
r 9 6 9  ( R . 8 .  ) . .

Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinila- Uncommon resident; TOF, OFTLOF,
U L N .

Cornmonly seen along the high dunes, anil several trips in the
late 1960's revealed an average of  s ix b i rds along 30 km of
beach  (R .E . ) .  S i ng le  b i r ds  have  been  seen  occas iona l l y r i nc l ud ing
one on the edge of the Noosa Plain in Septenber L972 (Ingram,
1972).  Noted also in Apr i l  197I ,  June 1972, and,  January 1974.

Nankeen kestrel PaLeo cenchrozides - Uncornmon resident; LOF, OCH.
One pair  has nested regular ly  s ince 1971 on the edge of  the
Noosa Plain near Teewah Creek.
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Bror"tn hawk Falco benigora - Uncommon resident; OF, LOF, OCH.
One pair  has nested regular ly  s ince 1971, in an isolated
eucalypt  t ree on the Noosa Plain and only 200 m from the
nankeen kestre l  nest .

Brush turkey Alectuz,a LathorL - Uncorunon residentt TCFTCFTTOFTLW.
Moundg have been found in Seary's Scrub anil near Lake Cooloomera.
A fresh mound was being constructed in blackbutt forest near
F rank i s  Gu l ch  i n  Oc tobe r  f 972  (D . c . ) .

King quail Exealfactoria chinensis - Uncornmon residenti OCH, CFN.
Single b i rds,  rost ly  nales,  are regular ly  f lushed f rom the
Noosa Plain.

Painted qtaj-J- Tutmis oaria- Uncomron probably resident; LOF, OCH.
Recorded. from the edge of the Noosa Plain, along Rainbor.r Beach
Road, and along King's Bore Road. near Teewah Creek.

Southern stone curlew Btehinus nagnirostrLs - Conunon residenti OFTLOF,
ocH .
The nocturnal calls are frequently hearal throughout Cooloola.

Red- crowned. pigeon Ptilinopus negi.na - Common probably resident t TCF, CF.
Indiv iduals have been recorded in a l l  months (R.8.) .  The
characteristic caII is one of the most corrupn sounds of the
Cooloola ra in forests in sunmer.

Wompoo pigeon Megaloprepia tmgnifica- Uncommon, probably resident;
TCF ,  CF ,  TOF .
Recorded npst npnths of the year, but appears to be nore
numerous in summer.

Top-knot pigeon Lopholairrus antareticue - Comrrpn residenti TCFTCF,TOF.
Highly nomad.ic, moving over apparently large distances in
considerable numbers. Feeding on fruits of Endiodza eiebe?t
f r om Augus t  t o  November  (R .8 . ) .

Wh ite-headed pigeon Colwnba norfoLeieneis - Unco[unon, pos sibly
resident ;  TCF.
Recorded in small numbers from Searvrs Scrub in summer. Heard
cal l ing in December 1972, January tSZl ,  September 1974, and
Janua ry  1975 .

Brown pigeon Maenopy gia antboinensis - Unconunon resident ; TCF, CF,TOF.
Single b i rds noted regular ly .

Bar-shouldered dove Geopelia hwtenalie- Corunon residenti CSTOFTLOFTLW.
A nest with two eggs vras found at a height of 3 m in a Bankeia
aermt la near Teewah Creek on 2I  October 1973 (D.c.) .

Peaceful dove Geopelia et?iata -Uncomr@n resident; OF.
Recorded in smaIl flocks on the Como ScarD and in the vicinitv
of  Lake Cootharaba.
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Green-winged pigeon Chaleophqe indtca- Coflunon ResiClenttTCF,CFrToF'
particularly conrmon in Seary's Scrub. Tenils to be more numer-

ous on ra in forest  f r inges.

Conmon bronzewing Ph.aps elalcoptera - UncoNnon, probably residenti
OF, LOF.
Single b i rds have been recorded regular ly  f rom along King's
eore Road (D.G.)  and occasional ly  f rom the Como Scarp'

Brush bronzewing Phaps elegans -  Rare'  Probably resident t -LOF'
This species-was not  aef in i te ly recorded f rom Queensland unt i l

observed on Fraser Is1and (vernon and Barry,  1972) and again

in coolool-a a long the King's Bore Road in apr i l  1972 ( Ingram,

1g72a).  In Septembet !974,one of  us obtainecl  excel lent  v iews of

a bird in Iow open-forest of Casua?Lna sp. ancl Banksia,aetru.La at

the Seary 's Creek crossing (8 krn f rom the townshiP of  Rainbow
Beach).  The bi rd was cal l ing and there appeared to be at  least

one other in the v ic in i tY.

Crested pigeon 1chyphaps Lophotes - Vagranti OF, LOF.
necorded occasibni l fy  near ut  Bi lewi lam in 1968 ancl  1969 (R'E')  '

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haernatodus - Cornmon resident; TCF' CF,

cs ,  ToF ,  oF ,  LOF ,  LW.
Highly nornaclic, at times feecling on flowering Bankeia aemtla in

f locks of  hundreds.

scaly-breasted lorikee L Triehoglossus chLorolepi.dotus - common resident ;
TCF ,  CF ,  CS ,  TOF ,  OF ,  LOF ,  LW.
Highly nomadic,  f requent ly in mixed f locks wi th the ra inbow
lor ikeet .

yellow-tailed bl-ack cockatoo calyptoz,hynchus fwtereus - comnon resident;

TCF ,  CF ,  TOF ,  OF ,  LOF ,  LW,  OCH.
Highly nomadic. one flock of several hundred was seen in low

op6n-?orest  which had been burnt  (c.c. ) .  Smal l  f locks regular ly
f i ed  on  seeds  o f  Hakeag ibbosa  i n  bu rn t  a reas  o f  ocH  (R 'E ' ) '

Glossy black cockaEoo Ca'l,Aptorhynchus Lathanri-Unconnon resident;TOF,OF.
Noiradic, usually noted feeding on the seeals of Casttarina sp'
Regulariy recorded in small flocks at dusk from Lakes Freshwater
and Cooloomera.

Sulphur-crested cockatoo Cacatua galerLta -Common residentt TcF, CF,
F A F  A F

Flocks have often been observed feeding on the seeds from Pzlnzs

radtata cones in nearby plantations.

Red-winged parrot ApTosnfLctus etg thropterus - unconmon re sident ; LoF r ocH.

Recoided- chief ly  in smal l  part ies around the edges of  the Noosa

Plain ancl  near i in  can Bay In let ;  a lso in the Noosa area (1965-

59 )  ,  Como  Sca rp  (1969 )  and  Coo tha raba  (1967 )  (R .E ' )  '



March, 1976

King parrot Ap?osttietut sco;pula:ri.s-Unconunon residenttTCF, CF, TOF.
Most ly seen in smal l  f locks in Seary 's Scrub.

Pale-headed rosella Platyeeneus adscitus - Conunon residenti OF,LOFTOCH.
Seen regular ly  in pairs and smal l  f locks.

Turquoise parrot Neophetta pulchella - Vagrantt LOF.
cravatt (1973) recorded two individuals in low open-forest near
the edge of  the Noosa Plain in August  1972: they were part  of
an infl"ux at that time.

Ground parrot Pezophorua ualldcus - Conmon resident; OCH, CFN.
The evening and morning choruses and the number flushed during
traverses indicate that this bird is conmon on the Noosa Plain.
It favours heath approximately I0 to 25cm high with little or
no surface water,  and is  rarely found in the th ick,  ta l l  heath
or sedgeland wi th a very wet substrate (see Fig.  2 ) .  on the
evening of 12 septenurer 1974 one of us listened at three different
Iocalities approximately five kilometres apart on the Noosa
Plain. An estimatecl 7 - 10 individuals were calfing at each
locality. we have observed one particular area of heath burnt
in l -970 for  f ive years.  One year af ter  burning,  ground parrots
were conunon in the area and have remained so to the present,
although we have noticed loca1 movements and changes in their
concentration. One of us found a nest on 14 Septenber L974
concealed. beneath the down-turned leaves of a XuttTornlmea sp.
It consisted chiefly of loosely intervoven grasses, and contain-
ed three cream-white eggs. The nest was revealed by the parent
bird which flushed within L m of the observer and the nest.

Pallid cuckoo Cuculus palLi,dus - Uncorilron, probably residenti TOF,
oF ,  LOF ,  OCH.
One on Como Scarp in August 1968, and a pair near Lake Cono in
January 1969 (R.E.) .  One on the Noosa Plain near Teewah Creek
in  Augus t  and  Oc tobe r  1972  (D . c . ) .

Brush cuckoo Caeonnrtti,s oartoLosw- Corunon summer visitort TCF, CF,
cs ,  ToF ,  oF .
Usually arrives in October and departs in late l{arch. A fledg-
ling was being fed by brown thornbills in blackbutt forest near
F rank i s  cu l ch  i n  Oc tobe r  1972  (D . c . ) .

Fan-tailed cuckoo Cacomantis pynhophorus -Conmon resident; TCF, CF,
cs ,  ToF .
Nurnbers appear to remain relatively stable throughout the year.

Horsfield bronze cuckoo Chrysoeoeeye basalie- Rare passaqe migranttOF,OCH
Recorded occasionally from the edge of the Noosa Plain in summer
al though i t  is  not  regular .  Seen in October 1972, December
1973  and  Janua ry  1974 .

1 l
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Golden bronze cuckoo CTwgsococcyr Luci-dus pLagosus - Conmon,probably
res i den t ;  TCF ,  CF ,  ToF ,  oF ,  LoF .
Appears to be most common in Septenber and October.

KoeI Eudynonys scoLopacea - Unconunon sunmer visitort TOF, OF.
several  records f rom 1957 onwards in the Lake cooloomera -
Frankj-s culch area (R.E.) .  Recorded most f requent ly f rom the
Como Scarp.

Channel-billed cuckoo Scythrops notsaeholLqndtae - Vagrant; OF, LOF.
Single b i rds noted in December 1972 and January 1974.

Pheasant coucal Cent?opus ptnsiotinus - Cornmon resident; oF, LoF,
ocH ,  csD ,  cFN .

Powerful ow1 Ninor st"enua - Rare, probably resident; CF, ToF.
Recorded at  Frankis Gulch in August  1972 (D.G.)  and at  Lake
Coo loomera  i n  Sep tember  1973  (C .C .  and  A .S . ) .

Barking ow1 Ni.nor conni,oens - Rare resident; TCF, CF.
At least  three pai . rs have been located in Cooloola (D.H.
F leay ,  pe rs .  co run . )

Boobook ow1 Ninornotaeseelotdiae - Conmon resiclent; TCF, CF, LW,
TOF,  OF ,  LOF .

Eastern grass owl Tyto Longinenb:nis - Rare resident; OCH.
Dwyer and will-mer (1975) report that one was flushed on the
Noosa Plain in August  1975, ani l  a feather founcl  in the same
area in May 1975. They have also heard.  TVto screeches at
other t imes.

Tasrny frogmouth Podaz,gus atTigoidee-Cornmon residentt TCF, CF, TOF,
oF ,  t oF .

Owlet-n ight jar  Aegotheles er is tatus -  Common resident t  CF, TOF, OF,
LOF ,  OCH.

White-throated nightjar Eurostopodus rnyetaealis - Unconunon resident;
oF ,  LOF .
Often heard from near Teewah Creek and the edge of the Noosa
Plain. one was flushed from a ridge on the Como Scarp in
September 1974 and one was hunt ing over the Noosa River at  dusk
i n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 2  ( D . c . ) .

Spine-tailed swift Hi.nndapus eaud.acutus - Irregular surnmer visitor.
Large flocks have occasionally been noted feeding overhead in
sununer.

Fork-tailed swift Apus pacifieus - Irregular, probably transient.
One flock numbering hundreds \^ras seen feeding over the Noosa
Plain in January 1974.
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Azure kingfisher Aleedo aatpea - Conmon resident; CS, LOF,
Mostly seen singly along creeks and around the edges ot

Laughing kookaburra Daeelo gigae - Corunon residenti TC!., CF,
oF ,  LOF ,  LW.

I3

CSD.
Iakes .

TOF,

forest kingfisher Halegon naeleagii - Conunon resident; OF.
Appears to be much more numerous in summer.

Sacred kj.ngfisher ltalcgon eorcta- Comnon sununer visitor, CS, OF,
LOF, LW.
Small nunbers are found throughout the winter.

Mangrove kingfisher Haleyon ehloy.is - Conmon sunmer visitor, CS.
Some birds probably remain through the winter.

Rainbor", bee-eater Me"ops ornatus - Conunon resident.
Appears to be more numerous in summer and feeds overhead in
a l l  hab i t a t s .

Dollar-bird EwVstonas onientalis - Conunon surmer visitor; CS, TOF,
oF ,  LOF .
usuarly arrives in late september/ear1y october and departs in
ear ly March.

Noisy pitta Pi,tta tsensicozo" - Uncornmon winter visitor; TCF, CF.
Some individuals probably remain al1 year round, and one bird
was.  heard- in Seary,s scrub in Novembei  l -972 (D.c.) .  Apparent ly
numbers of  th is species disperse f rom high al t i tude r i in  foreJts
to l-owland areas like Coololla in winter-rnonths. King and King
(1974) have presented evid.ence which supports th is f r6m their
observat ions of  broken snai l  shelrs at  ieeding anvi ts in Noosa
Nat ional  Park.

Welcome swallow Hizwtdo neoeend - Conunon resident.
Feeding overhead in all habitats, it appears to be more conunon
in sununer.

Tree-martin Petroehelidon nigricots - Colunon resident.
Feeding overhead in a l l  habi tats,  part icular ly  in winter .

Fairy martin Petnochelidon ariel - Conunon surnmer visitori CS, CSD.
Seen mostly in large flocks near water. Smal1 numbers occur
throughout the year.

Australian pipit Anthue notsaeseelqtdi,ae - Corunon resident, OCH.
Noted feeding in low heath or on the tracks throuqh the
Noosa Plain

Brack-f aced cuckoo-shri ke copaeina nozsaehoLlutdtiae - conurpn resident ;
cF ,  TOF ,  OF ,  LOF ,  LW.
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Little cuckoo-shrike Coraci,na robuata - Unconunon wj-nter visitor; OF.
Occurs in small numbers on the como Scarp.

Cicada-bird Edoliisorna tenuiz,oetre - Cornnon sruuner visitor; TcF'
cF ,  TOF ,  OF ,  LOF .
Usual ly  arr ives in late October and departs in ear ly March.

whi te-winged t r i l ler  Lalage sueut i i  -  Rare passage migrant ;  OF, LOF.
A t  Lake  Coo l -oomera  i n  Augus t  1958  (R .E . ) .  No ted  i n  sunmer  on
the Como Scarp (February 1973 and January 1974) and f rom near
Tee \ . i ah  C reek  i n  Oc tobe r  1972  (D .G . ) .

Var ied t r i l ler  Lalage LeuconeZa -Uncommon resident ;  TCF, CF, TOF.
Found most conrnonly s ingly or  in pairs in Seary 's Scrub,
pa r t i cu l a r l y  on  t he  f r i nge .  Numbers  i nc rease  i n  w in te r  (R .E . ) -

Austra l ian ground-thrustr  Zoothe?a dcwn -  Rare,  probably resi i lent ;TCF.
Single b i rds occasional ly  observed in Seary 's Scrub.

colden-headed fantail-warbler Cisticola en:ilis - Conmon resident; OCH'
csD ,  cFN .

Tavrny grassbird Megalwws titnoriensis- Common resident; OCH' CSD, CFN.
It appears to be more cornmon in summer, however this may be
because i t  does not  cal l -  in  winter .  Occurs most abundant ly
in the dense sedges of  the Noosa Plain.

Variegated wten Malurus Lonberti -Conunon resialenti TOF' LOF, OF.

Red-backed wten Malurusmelarncephalus- Common resident ;  OF, LOF, LW'
OCH;  CSD,  CFN.
This species generally prefers more open spaces than M. l'anherti
and is  part icularLy conmon on the Noosa Plain.

Southern emu-vrren Stipitutus malachul'us - Rare resident; OCH, CFN-
This species was discovered at  cooloola in Apr i l  1972 (Corben,
1973 ) .  Reco rded  regu la r l y  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  o r i g i na l
local i ty  on the.  Noosa Plain near Tee\4tah Creek;  i t  was recorded
on several  occasions in f974 and 1975 near the foot  of  l l t
Bi l -ewi lam, 4 km to the north.

white-throated warbler Gezggone olittacea - common resident; oF.
Found regularly on the Como Scarp. Records suggest that it is
sca rce  eas t  o f  t he  Noosa  R i ve r .

Buff-breasted warbler (mangrove warbler) Ge?Agone Lettigasten - Conrmon
res iden t ;  CS .

weebill Snicrornis bteuixostris - Common resident; OF.
Occurs most corunonly on the Como Scarp.

Brown thornbj- ] - l  Acot th i ,zapusi l la  -conmon resident ;  TcF, cF'  ToF,
LOF ,  LW.
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White-browed scrub-wren Ser.icormi,e fnontali.e - Conunon residentt TCF,
cF ,  TOF ,  LOF .

Large-bi l1ed scrub-wren Se?icormil rmgnirostn is - Conunon resident t TCF.

Jacky winter  MicroecaLeucophaea -Rare,  probably resident ;  OF, LOF.
Three records bet$reen Mt Bi levr i lam and Coop's Corner in I9G8
a n d  1 9 6 9  ( R . 8 . ) .

Rose robi.n Petroica ?osea - Unconmon winter visitor; TOF.
Recorded near Searyrs Scrub and along the Noosa River.

Southern yeJ"low robin Eopsaltz.ia australis - Cornmon residenti TCF,
.F  4AF

Pale ye1low robin Tregellasia capito - Uncommon residentt TCF.
Seen s ingly and in pairs in Seary 's and Ramsay Scrubs.

Grey fantail Rhipidw,a fuliginosa - Common residenti TCF, CF, CS,
TAF NF T AF i IrI

More conmon in winter.

Rufous fantail Rhi,pidwa rufifrons -Cornnon passage migrant; TCFTCFTTOF.
Seen mostly in the months September/October and March,/Apri1.

Willie wagtail Rhipidwa Leueopl*ys - Conuron resident; CS, OF, LW.
Found chief ly  in the v ic in i ty  of  water ,  part icular ly  mangroves.

Leaden flycatcher Myiagna rubeeula - Conunon sutnmer visitor; TCF, CF,
cs ,  ToF ,  oF ,  LoF ,  LW.

Shining flycatcher Myiagta alecto - Status unknovrn; CS.
Wheeler  (1959) recorals th is species f rom the RAoU campout at
Noosa Heads in October 1958. He notes "on the Noosa River
Iaunch t r ip,  s ix  d i f ferent  observers saw birds answer ing the
descr ipt ion of  a female shin ing f lycatcher and one male bi rd ' , .

Rest less f lycatcher Seieura inquieta -  Resident ;  TCF,CF,CS,OCH.
Resident  a long lower Noosa. Resident  juveni les at  Searyts
scrub in Decenber 1969. A regular  summer v is i tor  to the Noosa
R ive r  ups t ream f r om Lake  Como  (R .8 . ) .

Black-faced flycatcher Monarcha fnaten - Uncorunon passage migrant;
TCF ,  CF ,  TOF . .
Occurs in small numbers tluring'the months September/October
and March/Apr i l .

Spectacl-ed flycatcher Monarcha trioingatas - Conunon summer visitor;
T'F  'F

Indiv iduals recorded throuqhout the vear.
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White-eared flycatcher Monaz,eha Leucoti,e -Uncorunon'probabJ.y residentt
TCF ,  CF .
cravat t  and Ingram (1975) note that  a l though th is species is
occasional ly  seen fur ther south,  i t  is  re lat ively common only
in ra in forest  and i ts  f r inges in Noosa Nat ional  Park and
Cooloo1a. I t  is  not  known whether i t  is  a resident  or  a
sutnmer visitor to south-east Oueensland. At least some
ind i v i dua l s  a re  r es i den t  (R . l l . ) .

colden whistler PaehyceplaLa pectotali.s - Common resiilent; TCF'CFTTOF.
Noticeably more colunon in winter.

Rufous whistler Pachgceplnla rwfioentrte - Conmon resident; TOF' oF,
LOF ,  LW.

crey shrike-thrush Collut'Lcincla \nnrcni'ca- Corrunon resident; TCF, cF,
TOF, OF, r ,OF, LW.
A nest with three eggs was located in a Leptospenmtn sp. in
o c t o b e r  1 9 7 3  ( D . G . ) .

Rufous shrike-thrush Collut.iaincla negathynclra - Common resident; TCF,
cF ,  TOF .
Appears to be more numerous in winter, though it is found in
numbers in Seary's and Ramsay scrubs throughout the year.

Eastern whipbird Psoplwdes olioaceua -Common resident; TCF, CF, TOF.

hlhite-headed sittelLa Neoeitta LeucocepVnla - Uncorunon residenttTOF'OF.
seen most ly in smal l  part ies on the Como scarP.

White-throated tree-creePer Climacterts Letrcophaea - Colunon resiclent;
TCF ,  CF ,  TOF ,  OF .

Mistletoe-bird, Dicaeun hirtmdinacewn - Corunon resident; CS'OE,LOFTLW.
Highly nomadic.

Spotted pardal-ote Pav,daLotus pmetatus - Uncolunon,Probably resident;
TCF ,  CF ,  TOF ,  OF ,  LOF .
occurs most colunonly in winter. Nests found along the Noosa
R ive r  i n  Augus t  1958  and  Janua ry  1969  (R .E . ) .

Black-headed pardal-ote Pardalotus melanoceplnlus - Colunon resident;
OF'  LOF, LI^f .

crey-breasted silvereye Zoste"ops Latet'alis - Conunon residentt TcF,
cF,  cs,  Tor,  oF,  LoF, LI^ l .
Appears more commonly in winter when transient flocks of
hundreds of indivicluals have been noted.

Brown honeyeater Liefunera indistineta - Common resident; cS, oF' LoF.
I ,W, OCH, CSD, CFN.
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Scarlet honeyeater MgzoineLa sanguinoLe,ta -Conunon resident; TCF, CF,
cs ,  ToF ,  OF ,  LOF ,  LW.
occurs mostly in winter r4rhen it is often one of the most conunon
species in some areas and i.nvades flowering Bcnksia 

"no*i 
in

large numbers.

Lewin honeyeater Meliplaga Leuinii - Conunon resident; TCF, CF, TOF.

Mangrove honeyeater Mel'i,pltaga faecioguLaris- Comon resident, CS.

Yellow-faced honeyeater Me|iphaga ehrysops - Conmon wj.nter visitor;
TOF ,  OF ,  LOF ,  LW.
Some birds are to be found in the sunrmer. It is attracted in
large numbers to flowering blackbutt.

White-naped honeyeater Melithneptus Lmatus - Transient, toF'.
Recorded from Teevrah Creek in l4ay !972, and Lake dooloola in
June l -970.  possib ly regular  winler  v is i tor  in smalL,r .b" . r .

white-throated honeyeaLer Melithteptus alboguLaris - conmon resident;
TOF ,  OF ,  LOF ,  LW.

Blue-faced honeyeater Enton7zon- cyarntis- Uncornmon resident; OF, IrOF.Found most ly in sma11 pir t ie i  on the edge of  the Noosa pla in
and on the Como Scarp.

Little friar-bird phiLenon citneogularis - Connon resident; TOF, OF,LOF ,  LW,  OCH.

Noisy friar-bird philorcn cozmicuLatus - Common resident; TOF, OF,
LOF, LW, OCH.
GeneralJ-y much more numerous in winter .  This species,  and to
a lesser extent  the l i t t le  f r iar-b i rd,  occur in ' large'numbers
from March to October.

white-cheeked honeyeater phylidonyris niger - conunon residenti LoF,
ocH ,  CSD,  CFN.
Occurs most coriunonly during winter. It feeds on a varietv ofp l an t s  on  t he  Noosa  p ta i n .  c rava t t  ( 1974 )  sugg - " I "  t t " t - i t - i "  .
prepared to breed at any time of the year aepenaing on available
food  supp l i es .

Eastern spinebill Acotthoz,hynchus tenuiz,ostr"is - uncommon winter visitor;
cF ,  TCF ,  TOF ,  OF ,  LOF .
Some individuals probably remAin throughout the year,
part icular ly  in t i le  ra in forests.

Noisy miner Manorina neloocep?taLa - Connon resident; OF.
Al though i t  is  local ly  ionmon on the Como Scarp,  th is species
does not  appear to extend east  of  the Noosa niver.
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Little v/att1e-bird Anthochaena chrAsoptera - Cornmon residenti TOF'
oF ,  LOF ,  LW,  OCH.
This species is  not  recorded north of  cooloola by Storr  (1973).

Red-bro\^red fj-nch Aegintha tenrporaLis - corunon resiclent; TcF, CF, TOF,
LOF ,  LW.

Banded finch Peophila bichenotsizl - Uncommon, probably residentt oF.
Recorded in small parties from the Como Scarp and Lake
cootharaba.

Chestnut-breasted fj-nch Lonchu,a castaneothoras- Vagrantt OCH.
On the Noosa Plain in 1968 and 1969, and two birds recorded
the re  aga in  i n  Sep tember  1973  (C .C . ) .

Olive-backed oriole 2riolus sagi.ttatus - Conurton resident; TOF, OF.

Southern f igbird Spheeothenes oiet l lo t i -cornmon resident ;  TcF, CF.
Observed most ly feeding on ra in forest  f ru i t ing t rees in
summer.

Spangled drongo Dicnpas bracteatus - Conmon resiclent; TCF' CF, CS,
TOF ,  LOF ,  LW.
Moderate numbers remain throughout the year.

Magpie-lark Gnallina egooletrca - Corrunon residentt cS' OF r CsD.
Found mostly in the vicinity of water, particularly near
nErngroves.

white-breasted wood-swaIlow A"t@as Leucoz,hynchus - Uncommon,
probably resident t  CS, LoF, OF, oCH.
Most ly seen in sunrmer.  Feeding in srnal l  f locks,  part icular ly
over the lakes and mangroves.

Itlhite-browed wood- swal low A?tatwe supereilio sus - Irregular trans ient ;
LOF , OCFI.
Ingram (L972b) reports a large f lock feei l ing on the f lower ing
Xanthorrhoea sp. .  of  the Noosa Plain in Septehber 1972.

Dusky wood-s\"/a1low Avt@mts cAanopterus - Regular winter visitort oCH,
CFN.
In June 1973, a very large f lock was noted feeding on f lower ing
Xathoz,nhoea sp. in the same manner as was ilescribed for the

whi te-browed wood-swal low by Ingram (L972bl

Piecl currawong St?epe"a graeulina - Unco[unon winter visitor;CFTTOF'OF.
Possib ly smal l  numbers are resident  throughout the year.
wintering birds are frequently noted from the Como scarp and
around Lake Cootharaba.

Pied butcher-bird Cracticus nigrogularis -Common resident; OF, LOF'
LW, OCH.
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crey butcher-bird C?aeticus torquatus - co[unon residenti ToF, OF,
LOF, LW.

Black-backed magpie Gymnorhina tibdeen - Unconunon residentt OF.
Found mostly in small nunbers on the Como Scarp.

i catuir d Ailuroedus craeeizbet?is - common resiaent; tlr.'  
Occurs most commonly in Seary 's and Ramsay Scrubs.

Regent bower-bird Sericulue ehrgeoeephalus- Unconunon vrinter visitort
O ' F  ' F

Recorded f rom Seary 's  Scrub  in  June 1972,  August  1973 and
September  1974.  Recorded tw ice  f rom Ramsay Scrub (R.E. ) .

Australian raven co?uB aronoidee - vagrantt ocH.
One f l y ing  over  the  p la in  in  June 1973.

Aust ra l ian  c tow Co?Di la  o ]? ru-  Conmon res ident i  CSTTOFTOFTLOFTLW.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  D.J .  c rava t t  and G.J .  Leach fo r  the i r
ass is tance in  the  prepara t ion  o f  th is  paper .  we a lso  thank  c .J .
C o r b e n ,  J .  c o v a c e v i c h ,  G . V .  c z e c h u r a ,  R .  E l k s ,  c .  F a r L o \ , r ,  R .  D u I I e y ,
M.  Oakden,  A .  Smyth  and D.P.  Vernon fo r  the i r  in fo rmat ion  and he lp .
The Surveyor -cenera l rs  Depar tment  k ind ly  gave permiss ion  to  pub l i sh
the  aer ia l  photograph o f  the  sec t ion  o f  the  Noosa P la in .

REFERENCES

cSIRo, 1969. An fndex of Australian Bird Nmes. Dvn Wildlife Res. Tech.
Paper  No.  20 .

. coaldrake, J.E. 196I. The Ecosystem of the Coastal Ipwlands ("waUm") of
Southern Queensland. CSIRO, Australia Bulletin. No. 283.

corben, c.J. 1973. .The southern Emu-!{ren in south-east Queensland. Sunbird
.  4  :  5 - 7 .

Deryer, P.D. and l. l i l lmer, J.B. 1975. Eastern Grass OwI at Cooloola. sunbird
6 : 9 9 - I O O .

Fisher, J., sircn, N. and vincent, J. 1969. The Red Book : Wildll i fe in Dager
London : Coll ins,

Forshaw, J.M. 1969. Australian Parrots. Melbourne : Lansdome.
Gravatt, D.J. 1973. Turquoise Parrot at Cooloola. Sunbird 4 : 8.
cravatt, D.J. 1974. Birds that eat pli l t products in coastal south Queensland.

Inst. of Foresters of Aust. 7th Triennial Conference, Caloundra, Qlal
Sept. 1974. Working Papers pp 339-348.

cravatt, D.J. and Ingrm, c.J. l-975. Coments on the land veltebrates of
Coo l@la .  Proc .  e@1.  Soc .  Aus t .  9  :  321-5 .

Ingrm, c.,1. 1972a. Brush Bronzewings in south-east Queensland. Subirtl
3 : 5 8 - 9 .

Ingram, c.J. I972b. Notes on the feealing of white-browed Woodswallffs
A"tataB euperciLiosus. sunbird 3 : 64-5.

19



SI'NBIRD 7 (1)

Ingril, c.J. 1975. cooloola. wildlife in Australia. L2 z 38-42.
King, H.M. and King, B. 1974. Bird predation on a 1ar9e rainforest snail.

Smbi rd  5  :  7L-2 .
Perkins, D.L. 1973. Some observations fron Fraser Island. Swbird 4 t 4O-4L.
Specht, R.L. 1970. vegetation. pp 44-67 in 'The Australian Envirom€ntr.

Fouth Editj.on (Ed. G.w. Leeper) cSIRo. Melbourne : Melbourne
Univers i ty  Press .

s to r r ,  G.M.  1973.  L is t  o f  Queenstand B i r t t s .  spec .  Pub ls  west .  Aus t .  l {us .  5 .
Vernon, D.P. and Barry, D.H. 1972. Birds of Fraser Island. Mem. 9d uuseun

16 r 223-232.
Vernon.  D.P.  md Mar t in ,  J .H.D.  1975a.  B i rds  o f  S t radbroke Is land.  Proc . roy .

Soc .  Qa l .  86  r  6 l -72 .
vemon, D.P. and Martin, J.H.D. I-975b. The birds of Moreton rsland and

adjacent waters. Men. Qd Musem 17 : 135-9.
wheeler, R. 1959. The R.A.o.U. cilp-out at Noosa Heads, Queensland' 1958.

Emu 59 : 229-49.

MR G.J. R)BEK|S, ( "wildlife Reseanch Gtouptt (QueensLcnd), P.0. Boa 887,
Fortitude VaLLey, Queenslotd, 4006.

W G.J. INGRAM, Queensland trfusewn, Fortitude VaLLey, Queensland, 4006.

A WHITE PHASE REEF HERON IN SOUTHERN AUSTRALIA

J.L. MCKEAN, H.B. GII,L and J.H. LEWIS

on 29 June 1965, at  Batehaven near Batemanrs Bay (35o43's,15oot1 'E),
New South Walesr we observed a vrhite phase reef heron4gretta aac?a.
The bird was feeding in a salt-water Dool behind a sand dune in the
close proximity of a white-faced heron, Ardea nouaehoL'Lo&Lae. The
bird was recognised immediately as not being one of the other
Egvettd species which,  on the basis of  previous recordsr could be
expected to occur in that area. Apart from the fact that tlto of
us  ( J . L .  McK .  and  H .B .G . )  a re  gu i t e  f am i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  t he  Aus t ra -
Iian egrets it shoul-d be noted that E. ganaetta, E. inteinedi.a, E,
aLba and Bulbulcus i.bi.e could be discounted on the basj.s of size,
shape of  b i l I ,  colour of  sof t  parts and di f ference in feeding
behaviour. The reef heron we sa$t had a greenish grey bill with a
yel lowish facia l  patch f rom the base of  the bi l l  to the eyes.
The legs $rere light coloured, perhaPs yellowish grey would be a
reasonable descr ipt ion of  their  colour.  S1ater  (1970) and
Macdonald (1973) g ive the bi l l  colour of  the whi te phase as yel low.
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However on the basis of our own field experience and from the
data on museum skins it seems that white phase birds with greenish
grey bi l ls  are qui te conupn. From the few skins avai lable in the
col l -ect ions of  the Div is ion of  Wi. ld l i fe Research,  CSIRO, i t
appears that this character might be one of inmature or non-
breeding bi rds.  I t  cer ta in ly does not  re l -ate to sexual  d i f ferences.

From subsequent conversat ion wi th Mr A.R. Mcci11 and Dr H.F.
Recher we learned that \,rhite phase reef herons had probably not
previously been noted so far  south in eastern Austra l ia before
and that the southern boundary of this phase's normal range was
not accurately known. We think it lj-kely that Queensland workers
may have some idea of the southern range of the white phase, and
of the occurrence of vagrants beyond it, and we hope this note may
encourage them to publish their observations. We note that Vernon
and Martin (1975) record both phases from Stradbroke Island but
give no information on their relative abundance.

In western Austra l ia,  Serventy (1951) notes that  I 'even in the
extreme south occasional rirhite individuals are reported. There
are records f rom Albany,  Cape Natural is te and Rottnest  Is land. .
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REVIEW

c H E c K L I s T o F T H E B I R D S o F A U S T R A I . I A ' P A R T t - N o N - P A S S E R I N E S
by H.T.  Condon, Royal  Austra lasian orni thologists Union'

M-e lbou rne ,  1975 ,  311  pp .  +  maps .  P r i ce  $10 '50 '

In th is br ief  not ice the aim is to consider the value of  Part  I

of  the new R.A.o.U. Checkl is t  to mehbers of  the oueenslani l  Orn-

i ln" i "g i . i f  society.  This regional  approach may place unfai r

p"r=p"6t in"s on a i tuay of  qui te-  d i f ferent  d imensions;  never-

in. i ' . " " ,  th is is  the wiy tne book wi l l  be used by many of  i ts

readers.  As wi th a l l  b6oks of  th is type,  i t  is  imperat ive that

ih"  r . r t todrrct ion shoul-d be careful ly  i tudiet l  so that  the authorrs

;;j.;ai;;; and the limitations impoied rnav be recognized and

taken into account.

Scient i f ic  names, vernacular  names, geographical  d ist r ibut ion '

status and a few other topics are considered separatery l -n cnrs

not ice.

Sc ien t i f i c  Names .

Most sc ient i f ic  names wi l l  be reacl i ly  recognized by local-orni th-

otogists except that the adoPtion of- TaelrybqtY .t?t 
t!:-1i:11'

gre6", Pett'ophissa for the spinifex Pigeon, Psi'tteuteles tor tne

varied Iorikeet, psi.tliuLirost?is ioi trre fig.parrot and No?thieLLa

for the blue bonnet among genera may be unfamiliar; the use of

iroi anorgr:no"rs for swafrp-hattJ.-et,--rt"i'ng-a tenek f"T-!!: 
l:,::I-, -^

sandpiper 
"and' Macnopygia arboineneie for the brown pigeon rLkestrse

may be new for some PeoPIe.

The use of  subspeci f ic  names is of  l i t t le  or  no consequence to

i i " ld ob". tvers and -an general ty be ignored'  There is  a detai le i l

considerat ion ot  suospecies Uut i rone his a vernacular  name appl ied '

The elevat ion of  tne- lealcorrarea lor ikeet  ani l  the rufous-breasted

bronze-cuckoo to specj-es,  somet imes considered as races of

r"tiUgt.ii""- fnenwtoldus and Chnysocoeeyc nnlalanus respectively' is

worth not ing.

vernacular  Names.

In conjunct ion wi th the scient i f ic  name, any indiv id:?-1^: f : i "=

* i f f  U6 recognizable-by the amateur observei ;  no combinat ion of

these names is ent i reLy nove1.

There is remarkabty little innovation within the common names ancl

th is stabi l i tY is  cornmendable.

of  course,  some controvery is  involved'  Is  chinese snipe a,

desirable change? rs i t  ieal ly  necessary to fo l low cosmopol i tan

names l ike masked u"" ly ,  b iack-k i te,  Brairminy k i te '  erneralc l  dove'
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pied st i l t '  Indian koel  and lesser yel low-bi t let l  k ingf isher,  l then
ihese have Australian forms with local names of long-standing?
White-bellied swiftlet' on the other hand, rnay well be a tnore
acceptable name than glossy swiftl"et. There are, of course, good

arguirents for adopting vernacular names from monographs dealing
wi i .h groups of  b i rds on a wor ld-wide basis e.g.  parrots,  p igeons

and doves,  $tater fowl ,  sea bi rds and bi rc ls of  Prey,  or  f rom l is ts
of birds compiletl for the whole worldt unfortunately, these two
sources are often in disagreement and so $rould not encourage
stabi l i ty .

It should be noted in this Checklist that the Possessive form of
a personrs name is used when i t  occurs in a vernacular  name e.9.
Cook's petre l ,  but  st rangely Gould petre l .

A nunber of helpful changes in the use of hyphens and spelling
include giant-petre l ,  s torm-petreI ,  f r igatebird,  t ropicbird,
py$ny-go6se, slrubfowl, brush-turkeYr plains-wanilerer and lotusbird'
some-nimes that will cause confusion, however, are Trinidade Island
petrel ,  f lesh-footed shearwater,  shovel ler  and Torres stra i ts
pigeon. The names large-billed dotterel for large dotterel or
iaige sand-dotterel, gieat skua for southern skua ancl spotted owl
for boobook owl are usefuL changes for the biril-watcher, but
kookaburra (for laughing kookaburra) is not. It remains to be
seen whether pink cockaioo, many-coloured parrot and rufous-tailed
bronze-cuckoo-wi l l  be general ly  accepted in p lace of  Major  Mi tchel l ,
mulga parrot  and Horsf ie ld bronze-cuckoo resPect ively.

Pistr ibut ion.

In this section the Oueenslanil bird-observer will be interested in
two aspects;  whether a species occurs in or  has occurred in Queens-
land and whether its range within the State is reliably recorded.
Al l  the species substant ively recorded f rom Queensland,  i .e.  wi th

specimen or reliable sight record to substantiate the occurrence,
aie recorded in the t is t .  However,  i f  pr incess parrot ,  northern
rosella and scarlet-breasteil Parrot are to be ailmitteil without
substant iat ion,  then the elegant parrot  a lso shoul i l  have been.

The geographical ranges given within Oueensland are no sound guide
for  loc i t  natural is t i  even where some regional  precis ion has been
attempted. For exampl-e, the ernu is known from coastal islands
such ls Bribie Island, ancl the casso\{ary from farther south, to
Mount Spec. The black duck anil wood duck occur in numbers much
farther north than Townsville, the white pygmy-goose is recorded
around Cape York Peninsul-a, and the broad-billed sandpiper from
the GuLf of Carpentaria and more southerly coastal plains such as
arouncl the delta of the Burdekin River. Mostly' the broad treat-
ment of  d ist r ibut ion on a cont inental  scale restr ic ts i ts
use fu l ness .
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Status

Placement of the species in some 32 categories of abuntlance..

( i ; ; i ; a i " g  " r a re " , -  " r a re  s t r agg le r "  1 - - " vg r y  r a re " ,  -  " doub t f u l " '
' ; " i " l " u i . i ,  " excep t i on i r "  r  " i 65 r " t ed " ,  " acc i den ta l " ,  " vag ran t " )

*ia;;l-i;tnei alri.nition is too much for even comparative

purposes.  In more speci f ic  instances the f requency of  occurrence

is qui te incorrect  i .g.  t ine turquoise Parrot  is  common wel l  west

of  Dalby.

Other Comments.

The inctusion of  fossi l  b i rds is  most  interest ing,  and unl ikely

io l "  
"o 

readi ly  avai lable to orni thologists eLsewhere'

The gazet teer is  l imi ted wi th regard to Queenstand.andl . t l te map

also is  of  l i t t le  use;  for  insta ice,  none of  the nine is landls in

rti.h ttt" white-capped noildy is given as breeding is shown'

Conclusion.

rt is a simple task to find some errors in' and to have some-

ai t i . . " " . " t 'o f  opin ion i io. ,  .  def in i t ive work of  th is magni tude'

!4r-a;;e;" has coirpilea a meiiculous checklist soundly followinqr

scientieic con,r"niions anCl these criticisms are minor in this

ii;;i. es a book it- is sturdy ald inexpensive' No serious bird-

ou5"t.t"t in Queensland can afiord to neglect this long overilue

work.
H . J .  Lave rY


