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PART 2 DISTRIBUTIONAL PATTERNS

on cape York Peninsula,  north of  1605, 108 species of  water b i rds
and 258 species of  land bi rds have been recordedt at  least  23 of
the land birds are represented by more than one race. The aPecies
and subspecies distribution erithin the Peninsula is tabulated in
the Appendix and sunrnarized in Table L. The Peninsula is divided
into s ix mainland regions (see Part  1)  and two is land regions,
the Great Barrier Reef region (GBR) and the Torres Strait region
(Ts).  Forty-seven species of  l tater  b i rds and 75 species of  lan<i
bi rds occur in a l l  mainland regions,  whi le 13 species of  water
bi rds and 42 species of  land bi rds are restr ic ted to one region.

The species dist r ibut ion is  inf luenced by (1)  colonizat ion across
Torres Stra i t  in  recent  geological  t imes,  (2)  the mosaic of
habitat distribution which isolates wet-adapted species in rnany
parts and (3) the influx of winter migrants from the south and
sunmer migrants from the north. These three asPects are discussed
below in re lat ion to geographical  d ist r ibut ion,  habi tat  d ist r i -
but ion and migrat ion.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

water b i rds

More species of  sea bi rds,  inc luding the wedge-ta i led shearwater,
boobies,  cormorants,  f r igate-bi rds,  t ropic-bi rds and terns occur
on the east coast and adjacent islands than in TS or on the west
coast. In contrast, more species of waders occur on the west
coast ,  part icular ly  South West (Sw),  than on the east  coast .  l lost
herons,  egrets and bi t terns occur a l l  round the Peninsula,  but  the
pied heron and the l-ittle bittern have not been recorded from the
South East  (SE) and the North (N) resPect ively.  A large breeding
colony of nankeen night herons appears to replace the reef heron
on Raine Island (GBR) and the only offshore nesting stations of
the Australian pelican in eastern Australia occur around the
Peninsula.
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In spite of the extensive aquatic habitats which develop during
the wet season, freshwater birds are not so numerous on the
Peninsula as in the southern Gul f .  Species recorded in large
numbers are the Australian pelican, straw-necked ibis, *.gpi"
goose, Burdekin duck, black duck, grey teal and brolgi. 5ih;.
water birds are unconmon, or absent fiom many parts. There is
50 --803 species over lap between di f ferent  r6gions.  tne ereat
Barr ier_Reef region,  however,  shares rather less of  i ts  b i rd
fauna wj- th the mainland regions (40 -  52t) ,  and 55t  wi th TS
including the Wilson storm:petrel which is unique to the combined
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Total

TABI,E 1

The nunber of species of land &d water birds knom from eight
regions of Cape york peninsula (see Appendixr.

IGgion Water birds Laqal birals

GBR 60 (6)r

EsE 63 (0)

sE 79 (3)

E 74 (0)

11 78 (0)

rs 63 (0)
y1 73 (21

58 (0)  r  118

169 (27',) 232

174 (1)  253

188 (s) 262

L72 (Ll 25O

82 (0)  145

162 (0) 235

227sw 76 (21 151 (S)

ro8 ( i -3) 258 (42')

* The nuber of speeies unique to each region is given in brackets.
There are eight unique aubepeciee of land birds, seven in ESE
and one in TS.

region. The 1ow simiJ.arity of cBR with other regions is largeLy
due to unique occurrences of some sea birds and ibsence of rniny
freshwater birds in this region. Apart from the 

"u"". 
pitl!."r,

the presence and absence of  water b i lds contr ibutes l i t t ie  to
the general Eeographic pattern of distribution over the peninsura.

Land birds

one hundred and sixty-three specj.es of rand bir:ds from cape york
Peninsula occur in New Guinea and the remaining 95 are 

"rh"*i"to Austra l ia.  Their  d ist r ibut ion wi th in Aust ia l ia is  fur the;
analysed in Table 2.

Tl .^ :19"" ,  
af f in i ty  of  Cape york peninsuta wi th rhe papuan region

-.-:-:n?yl PV 
tne large proportion of peninsula specj_es overlaiping

wJ' th the Papuan region.  A numericar analysis of  Austra l ian Land
Dr-rds separated the peninsula north of  Cooktown as a s igni f icant
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subprovince at  the superspecies l -evel  (Kikkawa and pearse 1969),
and an analysis of  faunal  e lements at  the gener ic level  for  the
whole of  the Indo-Austra l ian region separated Cape york peninsula
from the rest  of  Austra l ia and grouped i t  wi th the papuan region
on the basis of  the Sunda-based element (Hol lo$ray and Jardine
1 9 6 8 ) .

The species shared wi th Papua, which are restr ic ted to the
Peninsula or  d ist r ibuted to north eastern or  eastern Austra l ia,

TABLE 2

The distribution within Australia of l i ld birds knom from
Cape York Peninsula

8 3

Species shared by the
Papuil region

Species endenic to Australia

Distribution,
restricted tol

Total Closed forest
species species

Total Closed forest
species species

North of South of
Cooktown cooktom

C.Y.  Pen insu la

C.Y.P.  and NW Aust .

C.Y.P.  and NE Aust .

Northern Aust. (NA)

Eastern  Aus t .  (E)

N A + E

Australia general

2 L

5

l 3

15

18

0

1 t

7

15

L2

0

]
7

1 9

9

2 g

2 5

20

44

45

0 0

0 0

2 1 4

o o

4 L 9

0 0

o o

Total

are most ly c l -osed forest  ( ra in forest)  b i rds (75 -  8Gt)  whereas
those having north western or  pan-cont inental  d ist r ibut ion are
birds of  'o ther habi tats.  Since i t  is  l ikely that  Austra l ia
produced more semi-arid adapted forms and New Guinea more wet-
adapted forms (Brereton and Kikkawa 1963),  most  c losed forest
bi rds of  north eastern Austra l ia are considered to be colonizers
from New Guinea and semi-arid adapted specires in New Guinea are
co lon i ze r s  f r om no r t he rn  Aus t ra l i a  (Keas t  1961 ) .

Among the Austra l ian endemics the whi te-streaked honeyeater is  the
only species endemic to Cape York penj-nsula.  f t  does not  occur in
c losed forest .  There are only s ix species (6t)  of  the Austra l ian
endemic Aroup that  occur in c losed forest  habi tats of  the penin-
sula north of  Cooktohrn ( the Peninsula proper) .  Another 27 species
of  endemic c losed forest  b i rds are restr ic ted to the reqion south
of  Cooktown (ESE).  Many of  them are endemj-c to the tabie land.
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region of  north Queensland where c losed forest  has the greatest

sp6cies divers i ty  in Austra l - ia.  This b i rd fauna resembles that  of

m-ontane New Guinea, but the basic elements giving rise to the
present faunas of the two regions are much older than the closed

iot . " t  e lements of  the Peninsula proper,  suggest ing independent
evolut ion in recent  geologicat  t imes.  Thus Schodde and Calaby
(1972) consider that  the present day c losed forest  b i rd fauna of

eastern Austra l ia south of  CaPe York Peninsula or ig inated in
Austra l ia and the Peninsula has not  p layed a s igni f icant  ro le in

br idging th is fauna r t i th the Papuan fauna.

In eastern Austra l ia the greatest  nuf tber of  species occurs in the

north Oueensland (Cooktown to Townsvi l le)  t ract  of  c losed forest
where the lowland and the highland bi rd faunas are c lear ly d ist ing-

uishable. Tire tllpical hLghlalld fatma is related to that of subtropicaL
Austra l ia where the al t i tudinal  d i f ference is  obscured by c lear ing
of  most  of  the lowland c losed forest  (Kikkawa 1970).  In sub-
tropical  Austra l ia the wet sc lerophyl l  forest  and c losed forest
shaie many species (Kikkawa 1968),  and the c losed forest  fauna is

more distinct in the highland where attenuation is less marked and

addi t ional  endemic species apPear.  The c losed forest  b i rd fauna

of the Peninsula proper however is a typical Louland faurn of North

Queensland with some complementary Papuan forms replacing north

Queensland forrns.  The highland fauna is not  d i f ferent iated in the

Peninsula proper.  The only h ighland element of  north Queensl-and
occurr ing 1n -ape York Peninsula is  the Lewin honeyeater,  which

inhabi ts the mountains of  the Mcl lwrai th Range above 500 m'  This

and the grey swi f t let  are the only tv/o endemic Austra l ian species
of  c losed forest  habi tats showing dis junct  d ist r ibut ion to the
hiqhland c losed forest  of  the Peninsula Proper.

The sclerophyl l  habi tats adjacent  to north Queensland c l -osed forest
are occupiEd by bi rd fauna comparable to that  of  the subtropical
region,  though part ly  at tenuated and part ly  complemented.  In
Cape York Peninsula i t  is  fur ther modi f ied by more at tenuat ion but

al lo by addi t ion of  species typical  of  northern monsoon habi tats '

The degree of  species and subspecies over lap between reglons l -s
shown in Table 3. The small numbers of land birds in GBR and TS
(Table I )  are responsible for  low over laP percentages between these
and other regions.

Large species over laPs are seen in the regions SE-E-N-W' where the
=pe- ie.-character is t ic  of  the Peninsula proper are largely conf ined'
Discont inui ty of  the faunal  composi t ion is  thus seen between ESE-SE
and S!{-W. Along the east  coast  the greatest  barr ier  against  the
dispersal  of  $ret-adapted forms is created by a dry zone between
Cooktown and the Steidart  River (SE).  Nineteen of  the 20 species
character is t ic  of  the highland c losed forest  are restr ic ted to
mountains south of Cooktown (ESE) and they have no counterparts
(complementary species)  in the Peninsula proper.  However,  the
lowl lnd species show di f ferent  degrees of  isolat ion and di f ferent-
iat ion across th is barr ier .  There are some smal l  Patches of  low-
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land c losed forest  habi tats a long the r ivers and on rare basal t ic
hi l ls  which support  an impover ished vret-adapted fauna. I t  inc ludes
common lowland species,  such as the grey whist ler  (brown whist ler) ,
rufous shr ike-thrush and lesser lewin honeyeater,  which show no
apparent  racia l  d i f ferences across the barr ier .  However,  a h igh
degree of  subspecies over lap in the regions E-N-W and separat ion
from ESE produced racia l  d i f ferences across SE for  a number of
species.  At  present the racia l  s tatus of  these species in smal l
patches of  c losed forest  habi tats of  SE is not  fu l ly  understood.
The species concerned are the brush turkey,  wompoo pigeon, f ig-

TABLE 3

The percentage overlap of species ed subspecj.es
of Land birds between regions

Species overlap
GBR ESE SE E N TS

GBR

ESE

SE

2 5 26 29

60

74

31

59

72

82

26

52

76

2 3

49

6B

56

5 8

2 8

67

74

37

4 L

J b

3 8

3 9

4 2

sub-

species

overlap

2 I

2 !

L4

2 I

19

4 0

5

5

6

5

3

7 4

L4

T4

9
'7

N

TS

w
38

58

43

38

58

43 52

33

L4

parrot ,  bark ing ot i1,  boobook owl,  laughing kookaburra,  noisy pi t ta,
var ied t r i I ler ,  grey fantai l ,  boat-b i l1ed f lycatcher,  spect lc led
f lycatcher,  gracefuJ.  honeyeater and black butcher-bi rd.  Other
species wi th a d ist r ibut ional  gap,  such as the spot ted catbi rd
(catbi rd)  and green-winged pigeon, which have not  been given
di f ferent  racia l -  s tatus across th is barr ier  are l ikely io be as
much di f ferent iated as those l is ted above.

Those bi fds that  have complementary species across the dry zone
barr ier  in SE are the l i t t le  scrub-wren/1arge-bi l led scrub-wren
(some di f ferences in their  ecology and possib le over lap of  range
south of  Cookto$rn),  whi te- faced robin/pale yel1ow robin (gap
apparent ly  wide),  f r i1 l -necked f lycatcher/austra l ian pied f lycatcher
(gap apparent ly  wide),  tawny breasted honeyeater, /Macleay honeyeacer
(gap north of  Cooktown) and magni f icent  r i f le-b i rd, /paradise r i f le-
b i rd (gap apparent ly  r i r ide).  These complementary ra les and species
in the Peninsula proper a lso occur in the papuan region.  In
addi t ion there are other species of  papuan or ig in,  which are
restr ic ted to the cLosed forest  of  E and N and which have no cornpl-
ementary species fur ther south.  Of these the red-s ided parroc,
red-cheeked parrot  and green-backed honeyeater are restr ic ted to
the c losed forest  of  I ron Range and the Mcl lwrai th Range (E),  the
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I i t t le  yel lo\ {  f lycatcher to that  of  E and the Heathlands,  and the
blue-breasted pitta, fawn-breasted bower-bird and manucode to that
of  E,  Heathlands and Lockerbie Scrub (N).  Some of  the species
shared by the Papuan region are restr ic ted to the extensive c losed
forest  of  E and not  found in N. Other species which are common
in the East  but  do not  appear to reach the c losed forest  of  N are
the spot ted catbi rd and the grey-breasted s i lvereye.  Those that
are common in the East but rare in the North are the brown plgeon,
whi te- faced robin,  northern scrub-robin and red-browed f inch.

There are two al ternat ive hypotheses to expla in the dist r ibut ion of
the c losed forest  b i rd fauna of  Cape York Peninsula.  one is  that
the present fauna is an assemblage of  recent  colonizers f rom the
Papuan region and the other is  that  i t  is  a remnant of  the at tenuat-
ed Papuan fauna once cont iguous wi th that  of  lowland Papua-

The complementar i ty  of  the wet lost land faunas of  the Peninsula and
north Oueensland suggests speciat ion in isolat ion rather than
successive colonizat ion.  The few species restr ic ted to the northern
Peninsula are f ikely to be recent  colonizers f rom the PaPuan region.
Al though al l  c losed forest  b i rds of  the Peninsula proper are shared
by the Papuan region,  many wet-adapted lowland species of  the
Papuan region are absent f rom the Peninsula.  This fact  favours
the  co lon i za t i on  hypo thes i s .

However,  the coloni .zat ion is  not  I ikely to have been faci l i tated
by the land br idge between New Guinea and northern Austra l ia,  at
l eas t  du r i ng  t he  peak  o f  t he  l as t  g l ac i a t i on  (abou t  20 ,000  B .P . )
when the c l imate was probably dr ier  than i t  is  today (Webster and
streten 19721. I t  is  even less t ikely that  the c losed forest
faunas of  the two regions were cont iguous dur ing the late Ple i6to-
cene. The colonizat ion of  c losed forest  habi tats of  the Peninsula
proper is  much more recent .  Nix and Kalma (1972) postulate such
- possib i l i ty  for  the per iod fo l lowing a rapid r ise in sea level
be fo re  To r res  S t ra i t  was  l as t  f l ooded  a t  abou t  8 ,000  B .P .  The
cl imate is  thought to have been s l ight ly  warmer and precip i tat ion
much higher than at  present,  wi th possibJ-e expansion of  c losed
forest  forming a near ly cont inuous str ip to caPe York.

Accept ing th is possib i l i ty ,  the c losed forest  of  I ron Range-
Mcl lwrai th Range may be considered as the most recent  refuge for
vret-adapted forms; today th is region (E) nainta j -ns the greatest
d i ve r s i t y  o f  l and  b i r ds  w i t h i n  t he  Pen insu la  (Tab le  1 ) .

Previous ar id per i ,ods were probabty , r " ty  
"" r r . i .  

and the c losed
forest  of  north Queensland acted as the northernmost refuge for
wet-adapted forms. Thus the endemic species of  the highland fauna
are a re l ic t  of  the wet-  and cool-adapted fauna of  the old Papuo-
Austra l ian stock.  wet lowland species are colonizers in recent
t imes,  showing var ious degrees of  isolat ion f rom the northern forms.

Faunal  d iscont inui ty in the west  is  d i f ferent  to that  in the east .
The habi tat  of  species character is t ic  of  the southern Gul f  gradual ly



Decenber 1976

di-sappears as one proceeds eastwards and northvrards. The South
West region is  a l ready a f r inge of  the re lat ively dry Gul f  habi tat
and consists of  grassland and low open woodland.  The l i t t ]e quai l ,
f lock pigeon, budgerygah, masked wood-swal1ow and s inging honey-
eater  are examples of  such species recorded only in SW. The grey
fantai l  and rufous fantai l  have a subspecies each in the Gul f
region,  ranging north to the West.  Some species extend their  range
from Sw to the scl -erophyl1 habi tats of  SE (apost le b i rd,  s inging
bushlark)  whi le some f inches (Gouldian,  b lack-throated,  masked,
star) ,  the breebi l l ,  rufous-throated honeyeater and 1i t t1e wood-
swal low occur j .n W as wel l .  An unusual  d is junct  d ist r ibut ion is
shown by the white-gaped honeyeater which occurs j.n both SW and
E S E .

Among the northern Austra l ian and pan-cont inental  b i rds,  there are
at  least  35 species of  sc lerophyl l  habi tat  f rom the Peninsula which
are represented by di . f ferent  subspecies in north western Austra l ia.
These species are dist r ibuted widely over the Peninsula wi thout
di f ferent iat ion and contr ibute l i t t le  to the discont inui t ies.
Examples of  wel l  def ined subspecies having i r regular  d ist r ibut ion
include the New Guinea scrub fow1, known from a few isLands in
north eastern Torres Stra i t ,  and the Peninsula p ied currawong
which occurs in the dr ier  centra l  h i l ls  f rom Wenlock to Musgrave
in the south and also east  to the sandstone hi l ls  north of  Cooktown.

HABITAT DISTRIBUTION

Major vegetat ion types used for  the descr ipt ion of  habi tats have
been der j -ved chief ly  f rom the work of  Pedley and Isbel l  (1971)
( s e e  P A R T  l ) .

Is land habi tats

Hindwood et  aL.  (L963) c lassi f ied the cays and is lets of  the south
west Coral  Sea into three types according to their  vegetat j .on.
The cays are common in GBR, rare in TS and absent from W. On
unvegetated cays sea bi rds establ ish nest ing colonies on sand or
shingle.  Usual ly  two or  three species f rom among the black-naped
tern,  crested tern,  lesser crested tern,  roseate tern and boobies
co-habi t  on these cays.  Cays covered wi th low vegetat ion support
up to seven f rom the fo l lowing:  boobies,  wedge-ta i led shearwater,
lesser f r igate-bi rd,  red-ta i led t ropic-bi rd,  Caspian tern (Raine
I s . ) ,  c res ted  t e rn ,  r osea te  t e rn ,  noddy ,  soo t y  t e rn  and  b r j . d l ed
tern.  The greater  f r igate-bi rd (Coral  Sea) and whi te-capped noddy
are found on wooded cays in addition to those breeding on cays
with low vegetat ion.  Among breeding land bj - rds the pale s j - Ivereye
is unique to wooded cays.

Many cont inental  is lands have coastal  vegetat ion,  inc luding man-
groves,  which provides nest ing habi tat  for  the Torres Stra i t  p ige.on.
Some is l -ands (e.9.  I {oa Is.  in TS) support  c losed forest  and i ts
assoc ia ted  f auna .

8 7
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Coastal  habi tats

1.  Mudf lats and mangroves.  Mudf lats are best  develope' l  on the

hrest  coast  and large numbers of  migratory waders aPpear there '

Herons,  k ingf isher l  and the Burdekin duck appear on the edges of

mangroves. The mangrove habitat is most extensive around the mouth

of i.ne EscaPe River in N, though it is also commonly found along

estuar ine and t iaat  in lets of  the r"est  coast ,  part icular ly  the

north west ,  where they do not  form an outer  shorel ine '  A typical

associat ion of  mangro-ve bi rds is  the mangrove k ingf isher,  var ied.

t r i lLer ,  mangrove robin,  b lack-throated warbler '  yel low-breasted

sunbird,  grateful  honeyeater '  dusky honeyeatel ,  red-headed- honey-

eater ,  , r " i ied honeyeater,  yel low or io le and black butcher-bi rd '
Mixed f locks of  insect ivorous and nectar  feeding bi rds,  which are

of ten encountered in the southern GuIf ,  apPear to be absent a long

the peninsula.  The whi te-breasted whist ler  Pachyceplnla Lanioides

Lanioides and the buff-sided robln Poeci,Lodt'yas superciliosa eet'oiniuentv"Ls

are absent,  whi le the yel low s i lvereye and rufous-banded honey-

eater ,  v th ich are conrmon in the southern or  western Gul f ,  occur

only sporadical ly  in N and w. The robust  whist ler  (mangrove golden

wfr i i t f i : r )  is  resl r ic ted to parts of  N and E,  leaving a large

distr ibut ionat  gap f rom i ts  $testern subspecies.

2.  Shorel ine habi tats.  Some sandstone or  rocky shores are found

along Torres Stra i t  and parts of  isolated headlands'  The oyster-

catcf iers,  wander ing tat t ler ,  turnstone,  sea eagles and osprey are

among the few that  occasional ly  a i"neat  in th is habi tat '  Most  of

the ieninsula shorel ine is  sandy beaches which are only sparsely

used by oystercatchers,  the red-capped dot terel ,  Austra l ian
prat incole,  jabiru and some migratory waders '

st randed vegetat ion on the foredunes of  the east  and west  coasts

supports d i i ferent  species of  p lants (Pedley and rsbel l  197L),  but

s i i r i tar  species of  b i rds.  The most typical  species is  the bar-

shouldere& dove,  but  the peaceful  dove,  d iamond dove (SW),  ra in-

bow bee-eater ,  dol lar-b i rd,  spangled drongo, b lack-throated

" i iuf . . ,  
mist ietoe bi rd,  brown honeyeater (SW),  Iesser lewin

horr"y" . i " "  (sE) and great  bower-bi rc l  (sw) are of ten associated.

3.  Sal tpans.  This bare habi tat  is  common behind foredunes or

.a. tgror te i  on the west  coast  and i t  is  extensive along Pr incess

chai lot te aay.  The fo l lowing species are l is ted by Thomson (1935)

as character is t ic  of  th is habi tat :  masked plover,  hrhi te- faced

t t . rot t ,  whi te-necked heron,  b lack-f ronted dot terel ,  jabi ru,  brolga'

m a g p i e l a r k , A u s t r a l i a n p i p i t a n d g o l d e n - h e a d e d . f a n t a i l - w a r b l e r .

Heath

Heath is  most  extensive in N where i t  is  a lmost  cont inuous f rom

Shelburne Bay to the mouth of  the Jardine River '  r t  is  a lso

fai r ly  exteni j -ve between cape Bedford and cape Flat tery,  but

other i ise i t  is  isolated in patches along the east  coast '  .Th"
hea th  o f  t he  Pen insu la ,  ca l l ed  "no r t he rn  wa l l um"  by  B rass  (1953 ) ,

is  isolated f rom simi lar  "wal lum" vegetat ion of  southern Queensland



Decenber 1976

and conta ins  un ique assoc ia t ions  o f  b i rd  spec ies .

The whi te-streaked honeyeater is  the dominant species associated
with f lovrer ing t rees in the heath and is  restr ic ted to th is habi tat .
The other honeyeaters are more widely distributed both geographic-
a1ly and ecological ly ,  and include the banded, brown-backed'  brown'
dusky,  graceful  (N),  lesser lewin (SE),  tawny-breasted and whi te-
throated honeyeaters and the helmeted friar-bird. Their Presence
depends on the f lower ing of  nectar  producing plants and proximity
of  other vegetat ion types,  part icular ly  c losed forest .

Apart  f rom honeyeaters,  the bar-shouldered dove,  sPotted night jar ,
ra inbow bee-eater ,  love1y wren,  red-backed wren,  spangled drongo,
mist letoe bj - rd,  yel low-breasted sunbird and whi te-breasted wood-
swallow are often encountered. In open heath, where vegetation
cover is  low and sparse,  the emu, Austra l ian bustard '  spot ted
harr ier  (SE) and black-shouldered k i te have been recorded.

The dune vegetat ion associated wi th heath produces a hor izontal
and vert ical  mosaic pat tern of  habi tats and thus produces an
unusual  associat ion of  b i rds.  Scrub vegetat ion,  for  examplet
contains some closed forest  b i rds (e.9.  rufous shr ike-thrush,
fawn-breasted bower-bi rd)  as wel l  as b i rds of  the heath.  Swale
lakes are dystrophic and do not  support  much animal  l i fe.  The
few species that  occur there are never abundant (e.9.  bhnded land-
rai l ,  p ied heron,  whiskered tern,  whi te-breasted sea eag1e, swamP
harrier and black duck) . MelaLeuca . s$ramps in swales are not exten-
s ive,  but  near ly a lways contain the shin ing f lycatcher and some-
t imes the l i t t le  k ingf isher.  Stabi l ised old dunes carry sclero-
phyl-1 woodLand and patches of closed forest in close proximity to
heath vegetat ion.  The Torres stra i t  p igeon, $rhi te- ta i led night jar
and other c l -osed forest  b i rds appear coBunonly in such habi tats.

crassland and low n vroodland

This habi tat  is  most  extensive in SW where grassland occupies the
coastal fiinge behind saltpans, and low open woodland of Melaleuca
and Eucalypt4s extends inland on flat plains. Here the dense
sunmer gror,rth is burnt in each dry season. Birds of Prey and
f inches maintain a h igh divers i ty  and densi ty.  Among some 60
species also commonly found are the emu, Austra l ian bustard,  red-
backed quai l  (eastern) ,  conmon bronzewing,  crested pigeon, var ied
lor ikeet ,  9a1ah, I i t t le  core1la,  red-winged parrot '  b lue-winged
kookaburra,  red-backed k ingf isher,  pheasant coucal ,  Austra l ian
pipi t ,  s inging bushlark,  grey.-cror , tned babbler ,  Jacky winter ,  rest i
Iess f lycatcher,  red-backed wren,  red-browed pardalote,  banded
honeyeater,  bar-breasted honeyeater,  rufous-banded honeyeater,
rufous-throated honeyeater,  b lue-faced honeyeater,  l i t t le  f r iar-
b i rd,  p ied butcher-bi rd and great  bower-bi rd.  l , tosaic habi tat  here
is created by seasonal inundation of the plains and by cloSed
forest  patches developed along the r ivers.  The gal lery forest .
supports the brush turkey,  red-crowned pigeon, Torres Stra i t
p igeon, red-ta i led black cockatod,  bark ing owl,  forest  k ingf isher,
c icada bi rd,  var ied t r i l ler ,  large-bi1 led warbler ,  rdhi te-browed

8 9
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robin,  yel low honeyeater,  whi te-gaped honeyeater,  yel l -ow or io le,
ye1low f igbird and spangled drongo.

Low open woodland dominated by Melaleuea uiridiflona also occurs in
patches throughout the Peninsula.  Depending on the region di f ferent
combinat ions of  lor ikeets and honeyeaters congregate in th is
habi tat  dur j -ng the f lower ing season of  Melaleuca.

i l toodl-and and forest

This is  the most extensive habi tat ,  and aI I  dry-adapted bi rds are
recorded in th is habi tat  in one or  more regions.  Apart  f rom the
conmon land bi rds occurr ing in grassland and 1ow open woodland,  the
fol lowing are noteworthy:  squatter  p igeon, pale-headed rose11a,
o r i en ta l  cuckoo ,  koeL ,  channeL -b i1 l ed  cuckoo ,  no r t he rn  f an ta i l ,
l -emon-breasted f lycatcher,  Ieaden f lycatcher,  grey shr ike-thrush,
b l ack - f aced  cuckoo -sh r i ke ,  s t r i a t ed  s i t t e l l a ,  b l ack  t r ee -c reepe r ,
b l ack -headed  pa rda lo te ,  s ca r l e t  honeyea te r  (E ) ,  s i ng ing  honeyea te r
(SW) ,  no i sy  m ine r  (SE) ,  o l i ve -backed  o r i o l e  and  b l ack -backed
butcher-bi rd.  Not aI l  species occur in every habi tat  of  th is type.
For example,  both the bro$rn-backed and the bar-breasted honeyeaters
are associated hr i th Melaleuca habi tat  but  the former is  found on the
eastern s ide and the lat ter  on the western s ide of  the peninsula.
The golden-winged parrot  occurs only in southern parts of  the
Peninsula in associat ion wi th extensive f lats studded wi th larqe
termite mounds.

Mosaic d ist r ibut ion is  produced by isolated patches of  c losed
forest  and gal lery forest  a long creeks,  which support  an impover ish-
ed c losed forest  fauna in the midst  of  sc lerophyl l  habi tats.

C losed  f o res t

C losed  f o res t  i nc l udes  mang roves  and  v i ne  f o res t  ( r a i n  f o res t ) .
The types of  v ine forest  (Webb 1968),  known from the peninsula
(Webb  i n  Ped ley  and  I sbe l1  197 I )  a re :  comp lex  mesophy l l  v i ne
forest  (wet lowland in ESE),  s imple/mixed notophyl l  v ine forest
wi th emergenE Agathis (c loudy s iet  h ighlands and moist  table lands
in ESE) and wi th emergent Araucania (near the top of  Mcl lwrai th
Range  i n  E ) ,  sem i -dec iduous  mesophy l l  v i ne  f o res t  ( on  a l l uv i a  i n
E ) ,  sem i -dec iduous  no tophy l l  v i ne  f o res t  w i t h  o r  w i t hou t  sc l e ro -
phy l l  emergen t s  ( i n  pa t ches  i n  SE ,  E  and  N ) ,  m i c rophy l l  eve rg reen
vine th icket  (Mt Tozer in E),  evergreen notophyl l  v ine forest /
t h i c ke t  w i t h  sc l e rophy l l  emergen t s  ( i n  coas ta l  hea th  i n  SE ,  E ,  N ) ,
deciduous v ine th icket / forest  (western s lopes of  .Mcl lwrai th Range
in  E ) ,  sem i -dec iduous  v i ne  t h i cke t  ( gaJ - I e r y  f o res t  f r i ng i ng  s t r eams ,
pa t ch i l y  d i s t r i bu ted  t h roughou t )  .

The highland endemic elements of  north Queensland extending their
range to south of  Cooktown (EsE) are associated wi th notophyl l
v ine forest .  They are the northern chowchi l la,  mountain thornbi l l ,
fern-wren,  grey-headed robin,  bower shr ike-thrush,  br id led honey-
eater ,  tooth-bi11ed bower-bi rd and goJ.den bower-bi rd.  More widely
distr ibuted species associated wi th th is vegetat ion in ESE are the
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white-headed pigeon, k ing parrot ,  Austra l ian ground-thrush,
eastern whipbird,  brown warbl-er ,  yel low-throated scrub-wren,
golden whist ler ,  l i t t le  t ree-creeper,  Lewin honeyeater,  eastern
spinebi l l  and sat in bower-bi rd.  Except for  the Lewin honeyeater,
which occurs in the s imi lar  habi tat  of  the Mcl lwrai th Range, these
species are absent f rom the Peninsula proper.

Thir ty  four species are associated wi th mesophyl l  v ine forest  and
other lowl-and c losed forests throughout the eastern regions f rom
ESE to N, whereas f ive species of  th is habi tat  in ESE are replaced
by the complementary New Guinea species in the comparable habitat
of  the Peninsula proper.  In addi t ion there are seven species unique
to the Peninsula proper wi th in Austra l ia.

Ecological  re lat ions of  c losed forest  b i rds to d i f ferent  types of
v ine forest  are not  fu l ly  understood.  Hotrever,  there are indic-
at ions that  l ike sclerophyl l  habi tats d i f ferent  c losed forest
habi tats have di f ferent  associat ions of  b i rds.  For example,  the
\ , /h i te- ta i led k ingf isher is  found only on coastal  lowland v ine
forests,  i -ncludj .ng evergreen notophyl l  v ine forest  on dune in the
North,  whereas the blue-breasted pi t ta is  restr ic ted to semi-
decj .duous mesophyl l  v ine forest .  In ESE the whi te- ta i led k ing-
f isher has been recorded f rom about 370 m on the western scarp of
Big Tableland (Storr  1953).  The whi te-browed robin occurs in
c losed forest  patches of  SE, but  appears more commonly in gal lery
forest  e lsewhere.  The shin ing star l ing is  restr ic ted to wel l
developed v ine forest  and adjacent  vegetat ion of  the east  coast ,
where it is common in summer, and does not appear in gallery
forest  in land.  Many species reach patches of  c losed forest  on
the west  coast  fo l lowing gal lery forest .  Such species record.ed
from Weipa (Kikkawa 1975) inc lude palm cockatoo,  whi te- ta iLed
night jar ,  yel low-bi1 led k ingf isher,  lovely wren,  l i t t1e scrub-wren,
f r iL l -necked f lycatcher,  grey whist ler ,  rufous shr ike-thrush,
graceful  honeyeater,  tawny-breasted honeyeater and magni f icent
r i f l e b i r d .

MIGRATION

Migrat ion between the Peninsula and other regions of  Austra l ia or
New cuinea is poorly understood and the movements of birds within
the Peninsula are even less known. The complex dist r ibut ional
pat tern of  b i rds on the peninsula is  part ly  due to the seasonal
movements.  Many species,  part icular ly  v/ater  b i rds,  move accord-
ing to the local  avai labi l i ty  of  water .  The Peninsula a lso
provides wi-nter ing grounds for  southern in igrants.  A tentat ive
surunary of known and suspected movements is outlined here. Wet
season migrants are grouped wi th summer v is i tors and the dry season
migrants vr i th winter  v is i tors.  Movements of  sea bi rds f rom their
breeding grounds are v i r tual ly  unknown and are not  d iscussed,

summer v is i tors

9 t

Anong non-breeding summer visitors from the northern hemi.sphere,
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waders are the most conspicuous group, arriving about September
and leaving in Apri1. The numbers vary through the summer months,
but  most  Species remain on both the east  and the west  coasts.  I t
is  unl ikely that  other water b i rds of  the northern hemisphere
make regular  v is i ts ,  though the Asiat ic  conmon tern on the east
coast  and the Garganey teal  in the west  may be rare v is i tors.  Of
the northern land migrants,  the or iental  cuckoo, spine-ta i led swi f t
and fork- ta i led swi f t  are regular  v is i tors in mj .d-summer.

There are f ive breeding suruner v is i tors.  Torres Stra i t  p igeons
arr j -ve in September and leave in March,  nest ing on the rdest  coast
and on is lands of f  the east  coast .  They feed on f ru i ts  in c losed
forest  and adjacent  sc lerophylL habi tats on the mainland,  making
dai ly  f l ights f rom the roost ing or  nest ing grounds.  The shin ing
star l ing,  another f ru i t -eat ing species,  arr ives in July or  August
and star ts nest ing soon af ter .  Three were seen on 18 July J-975
at the Mclvor River.  I f  no bi rds overwinter  on the Peninsula th is
is the ear l iest  record of  their  arr ival .  Of  the three ground
feeding summer v is i tors,  the t rh i te- ta iJ.ed k ingf isher and the blue-
breasted pi t ta arr ive in late November or  December,  and depart
in March or  Apr i l .  The whi te- ta i led k ingf isher arr ives in the
Peninsula about a month or  two later  than i t  arr ives in the c losed
forest  of  north Queensland,  south of  the Peninsula.  The blue-
breasted pi t ta is  not  known south of  the Mcl lwrai th Range. The
thi rd species,  the red-necked raj . l  arr ives in Decernber in N
(ear l ier  in the south) .  This species is  associ-ated wi th creeks
inside dense c losed forest .  I t  is  s igni f icant  that  the two f ru i t
eat ing specj-es arr ive and nest  before the wet season begins,
whereas the three ground feeding species appear at  the onset  of ,
and breed through, the wet season. Many f ru i ts  r ipen late in
the dry season. Thei , r  abundance is important  for  f ru i t  eaters,
which move in f locks,  nest  in colonies and consume a great
quant i ty  of  f ru i t  every day.  The arr ival  of  the ground feeders
is corr :e lated wi th increase in the act iv i ty  of  the l i t ter  fauna.
The .leaf litter accumulated through the dry season decomposes
rapidly in the wet season.

winter  v i -s i tors

A11 winter  v is i tors come from south of  the region,  but  there is
also much movement wi th in the Penj-nsula,  part icular ly  in the
western regions and the South East .

water birds gather in permanent r.rater holes; many come from the
south though some of them are known to breed within the Peninsula.
! ' inches,  parrots and doves appear at  hrater  hoLes in large numbers,
whereas hawks fo l low bushf i res.

The f lock pigeon, cockat ie l ,  budgerygah, b lack-eared cuckoo and
rufous-throated honeyeater appear in Sw and some of  them reach W
or SE in the dry season. The wood-shral lows and many honeyeaters,
inc luding the banded and $/hi te-streaked honeyeaters are probably
nomadic.  Detai ls  of  movements here are not  fu l lv  understood
( K e a s t  1 9 5 8 ;  1 9 6 8 ) .
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Among reguLar migrants f rom the south,  the black-shouldered k i te
(resident  in ESE) '  nankeen kestre l ,  pereqr ine fa lcon,  pal l id
cuckoo, fan-ta i led cuckoo, Horsf ie ld bronze cuckoo, golden bronze
cubkoo, the mart ins,  b l -ack-faced cuckoo-shr ike,  rufous songlark,
reed warbler ,  sat in f lycatcher,  b lack-faced f lycatcher,  spectacled
f lycatcher (southern race) and scar let  honeyeater do not  aPPear
to breed in the Peninsula proper.  Some of  them (e.9.  sat in f ly-
catcher)  seem to migrate fur ther north whi le tnost  of  them winter
wi th in the region.  The top-knot  p igeon has been observed to f ly
south in f locks over cape York (Macgi l l ivray I9I7 l  '  but  i ts  or ig in
is not  known. Since i t  is  a h ighland c losed forest  species in
north Queensland,  i t  is  most  unl ikely to migrate north,  part icular-
1y beyond cape York.

The southern migrants,  which are also represented by local  breeding
populat ions,  inc lude the koe1, channel-b i1 led cuckoo, ra j -nborrJ
bee -ea te r ,  do l l a r - b i r d t  g rey  f an ta i l '  r u f ous  f an ta i l ,  I eaden
f lycatcher,  spangled drongo and mist letoe bi rd.

Breedi seasons

The species known to breed in the Peninsula are indicated in the
Appendix.  No species breeds throughout the year in the Peninsula
though some (  e,g.  yeI Iow-breasted sunbird)  have been recorded to
nest  in most  months.  Ear ly cof lectors '  records c i ted by North
(1901 -14 )  and  Campbe l l  ( 1900 )  sugges t  t ha t  t he re  a re  some  regu la r -
i t ies about breeding seasons.  The type of  habi tat  apPears to
inf luence the breeding season and in migratory species the move-
ment to the breeding area is  precisely t imed'

Breeding seasons of  is land bi rds have been summarised by Kikkawa
(1976 ) .  The  red - t a i l ed  t r op i c -b i r d ,  ganne t s '  f r i ga te -b i r ds ,  noddy ,
crested tern and sooty tern have seasons di f fer ing f rom is land to
is land or  f rom one year to another.  Most  terns and land bi rds
lay in late winter  to spr ing,  r" th i le the Austra l ian pel ican,
Caspian tern,  osprey,  sea eagles and var ied honeyeater nest  in
w in te r .

on the Peninsula water b i rds general ly  lay in the wet season'  but
some (e.9.  brolga) are known to lay in the dry season as wel l .
Iv lost  cfosed forest  b i rds nest  tor^rards the end of  the dry season
(ear ly surnmer) .  Except ions include the wompoo pigeon laying in
July (sE) and the yel low-breasted sunbird wi th an extended season.
In sclerophyl l  habi tats,  pardalotes and honeyeaters breed through
the winter  months and insect ivorous bi rds in spr ing.  Seed eaters
(a.g.  golden-winged parrot ,  pale-headed rosel la,  doves and f inches)
appea r  t o  b reed  a f t e r  t he  we t  season  (au tumn) .

SUMY,ARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The orni thological  h istory and the dist r ibut ional  records of  355
species of  b i rds known from cape York Peninsula and adjacent
i -s lands north of  1605 are sumrnar ized.

9 3
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The data assembled conf i rm that  the c losed forest  b i rd . fauna of
the Peninsula north of  Cooktown (Peninsula proper)  is  essent ia lJ-y
an at tenuated Papuan fauna, both biogeographical ly  and ecological ly
separated f rom the c losed forest  fauna south of  Cooktown. I t  is
suggested that  th is fauna is of  lowland type,  comparable to the
lowland c losed forest  fauna of  north Queensland,  but  in addicron
shows some adaptat ion to the monsoon condi t ions.  The only h ighland
closed forest  habi tat  of  the Peninsula is  found in the Mcl lwrai th
Range, where. i t  is  restr ic ted in area and does not  contain any
closed forest  endemic element of  north Queensl-and,  though one
species character is t ic  of  th is habi tat  in eastern Austra l ia occurs
there.  The c losed forest  fauna of  the PeninsuLa proper consists
of  recent  colonizers f rom the Papuan region and dur ing the most
recent increases in ar id i ty  the Mcl lwrai th Range-Iron Range area
acted and st i l l  is  act ing as the major  refuge for  these species.

The sclerophyl l  habi tats of  woodland and forest  occupy the greatest
part  of  the Peninsula and the bi rd fauna in them consists of
northern Austra l ian species wi th some monsoon-adapted elements
and migrants f rom the south.  crassland and low open rroodland of
the South West region contains a typical  southe.rn Gul- f  fauna and
recej-ves nomadj-c species,  Large f locks of  water b i rds are known
from th is region.  Some elements of  the c l -osed forest  fauna
penetrate into sclerophyl l  habi tats f rom the gal lery forest
developed along west  f lowing r ivers.  The heath contains the only
endemic species of  the Peninsula,  thus support j .ng a unj .que
assoc ia t i on  o f  spec ies .

Much further work is needed to understand the proxirnate factors
of  breeding and migrat ion.  Ecological  associat ions of  species wi th
habj . tats appear to occur on a smal l  scale in many species and the
study of  components of  var ious habi tats which show mosaic d is-
t r ibut ion wi l l  be important  in fur ther e lucidat ing the ecological
d ist r ibut ion of  b i rds in Cape York peninsula.
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APPENDIX

A list of species ad subspecies recorded from north of 16os on Cape york

Peninsula i ld fron ad.jacent waters. Ipcalit ies l isted separatel-y are the
creat Barrier Reef region (cBR) . Extreme South East (ESE) . South East (SE),
Eas t  (E) .  Nor th  (N) ,  Tor res  s t ra i t  (TS) ,  West  (W)  and South  West  (Sw) ,  as
defined in Part I Species knom to breed on the. peninsula are marked
wi th  i l  as te r isk  ( * ) .

The species order and vernacular names follow CSIRO (1969), except where a
vernacular name j-s avaitable for the subspecies or where a species has more
than one subspecies in the region. The scientif ic names follow Condon (1975)
for the non-passerines, and schodde (1975) for passerines. The passerine
subspecies niles foll-ow Storr (1973). Explanations are given where nomen-
clature varies from that of these authorit ies.
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Region

G B R E S E  S E  E  N  T S  W

( 4 )
1 0 0

species anal subsPecies

*Casaowary Caswius cas@ius i alilsoni i

"iii' 
n*i"" naDaeholldiliae subep . 2

c rey-headed a lba t ross  D iaredea : lagso8taw . . .
T r in idade pe I re l  Pce loabam @iqonzarc  hemraLca

*Wedqe-taiI;d shearwate! tuffi nus p@i lic6 PaVaauE

wil;on storm-pettel ace@ites oceeicua
*Australid pelica\ PeLeMus c. cmap'icillatus
*Red-footed booby SkZa sula tubPipea
*Masked booby s. d@tvlatra pelaonatu
*Brown booby s' Leucogaste? Plotua

tDatlet Anhinga ne1,mogaste? rufa
tglack cornoiant Ptaiacrccota ca?ba naaaeholL@diae
*L i t t le  bLack  co lnorant  P .  su lc i ros t r i s

Pied cormoradt P. tarius

f i t t le  p ied  cormorant  P .  n .  neLmaleueoe
tcreatet_ f r i gate'b:- t d F?e gata tinor p eninsulae
*Lesser  f r iga te-b i td  F .  a .  aYLeL
r Red-tailed trop ic-bird Pleethon tubri@uda roaeotircta

white-tailed t;opic-bird P' lept@s do"otheae
*Litt1e grebe Iachlbaptus n. tuoaeholtr@ldiae

+
+
+
+
+

+
+ +

+

+ +

Hoa ry -heatletf g r ebe Po I iocepha Lu 6 P o Li oc ep halu 3

*c rea t -b i l led  heron APdea awtw
rwh i te -necked heron A.  Pac i f i ca
,white-faceal heron 1. t. nao@r@LTandiae
*P ied  he ton  A.  p ica ta
*Mansrove l\eroi htarides striatus L'ittl'ert

whife egret Egretta alba nodestu
*L i t t fe  egre t  E .  gaYzet ta  nagm9es

Plued egret E. intemd;'a Pl@ifera
*Reef  heron  t .  s .  aacra

+

iNankeen night-heron illct'icor@ caledonicue fuiLLi

Little bitiern Ircbrrclus tinutue dubiua
iBlack bi t tern tupeto| f laoieaLl is gouldd
t Jablr D xenorh|achus as i al icus aus I ral t3
*white ibis Thteski  onis noT ucca sl  r :  ct ipennia*white ibis ll1eakiona8 noLucca a
*Straw-necked i .biLs ?. spinicol las
*clossy ibi6 Plegadis faLc'Lnel luetclossy tbi6 Plegadts
*Roval spoonbi l l  PZa*Rova l  spoonb i l l  P la ta lea  reg ia
*Ye i low-b i l led  spoonb i l l  P .  fz*Ye l low-b i lLed sPoonb i l l  P .  fLa tLpeg
*uagpie goose Ansema9 sediPalrcta

water  wh is t l ing  dwck Dendtoc |gna arcuatd  aus t rcL is

c lass  wh is t l ing  duck  D '  eUtana

+
+

Black swan Cygnus attatua
*Burdeki-n d\ck ?aAoru tuLiah tufitergM
*Black duck Atus s. suPerciliosa

Grev  tea l  A .  q [bbet i f rc f f i  g rcc i l i s

B tue-w j .nged s iove le r  a .  !  rhanehot iq

calganey teal A. querqueduLa

vlhiie-eyed dlck AUthYa a. austrcLis

wood duck Crenaettq iubcta

rcreen Pigmy goose Nettapus puLclelLug
wi,rl"-itiri.6 pigmy gobse- I' co?ownde Lianue albipennl:a
Black-shoulalered klt'e ELmUB natatre

icrested ]trauk Ariceda s. subc?ietuta
Fork-taileal ki|-e MiLDus frigtuns affinis
square-tai Ied kiLte Lapha i c t i4ia fuffi
Biack-breasteal bwzzar d lleircste rel.@a€teman

*Red-backed sea eagle Ealiastu indue girrenefr
*whistling eaqle H. eqlenutus
icrey go6hawk Aecipiter n. notae'bll@diae

+

+

+
+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+ +
+ t
+

*Australi.an goshawk l. fasciatus diditue
*Coli"rea spirrohawk A. c'irrloceplaluo qne sitdtdua

Red goshavk E?,J throtriorehi's reliatug
Aust;alian liatle eaqle Hier@tue n. rc?plvDide'
wedqe-tai led eagLe Aqui la a. aude

*miie-breasted sea eagle Hal iaeetua leucagagter
spotted harr ier Circus assi fr i f ie

*Swamp harr ier c- aePugi@sus gautAi
*osprey Pandion l6li@tua cdstutuB

Peregrine falcon Faleo peregfinua rcc?opue

+

+
+

+

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+

+

+

+

+

+
+

+
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Species and subspecies GAR ESE SE E

1 0 t

N T S W

*Little falcon F. L. Langi,pemis
Nankeen kestrel E. c. @rclvaid.eB

*B!om hawk F. bevigoM retroiltrensaa
*Cape York scrub fowl Megapodiu' f"evci,ret Aarki
*New cuinea scrub fowl. M. f. dilpenfii
rBrush turk€y ALectu 7,, Lath@ri
*Cape York brush turkey A. L, putpweicol,Lis
rBrom quail Cot@iE auatnlis queeneland.i.aa
*King quail c. cbirensis oicto?tae
*Red-backed quai.l ?@@ @ula6a neluota

Painted quail l. t. ta?La
Chestnut-backeal q\ai,l !, oliDea

a l i t t le  qua i l  ? .  ,eZ@
*B!o19a des ?ubi.cwdus

Sarus  c rane C.  d t igme Bharpe '
Banded landrail nal,Lus phiLi.ppensi.s Aarki

*Red-decked raiLL Ra1.Lirc tricolo! ?abinsoni
*White-browed ct ake Poliolimas cdnereus LeucoDleu s
*Bush-hen Ca l t  inu la  o  L iDacea n f ic r i  sea
*Swephen PorphVio parphAtio nelanatus

iAustralian btstatA Ard.eatia austrcLia
*Lotus bild lredip@ra galli.rccea naoaeholLmdiae
*Pieal oystercatcher Eaerctopus ostrcLegus Longirc 6t?is
rsooty oystercatcher E. fuli,ginosus aphtha1fricue
r[asked plove! v@ellu6 n. friles

Red-kneed dotterel Erythrogon| a cinctus
*Red-capped dotterel Charcdnius tufieapillus

Mongol ian sand-dotterel  C, n. nangalus
Large sand-dotterel C. Le'chetuultii.

*Black-fronted dotterel  C. neleops

+

+ +
+ +
+ +

+

+ +

Oriental dotterel C. ,e"edus
Eastern golalen plover pl@ialis dmi.nica fuloa
Grey plover P. eq@t@aLl
Turnstone A"e@ia i.ntenppes einelus
Japanese s i-pe klli.nago hardtiekii
Little whimbrel llwnius minutue
Whimble1 N. phaeopus taviegatu'
Eastern cur l ,ew N, rcdagaac@iensis
Greenshank tuiqa nebul.@ia
Wood sanalpiper I. g1areola

+

+

+
+

Comon sandpipex ?. hgpolercaq
Gley-tailed EatLler T. breaipes
Wandering Lat|-ler !. irc@a
Telek sandpiper ?. ter?k
KnoL Cali.d?ie c, @utus
Great knot C. tenuitogt?is
Sharp-tai led Bandpiper C. aMituta
Red-necked 6ti\t C. tuficolliB
Long-toed sti,nt C. suhrinuta
Curl,ew saodpipe! C. fewuginea

+
+

+
+

+

+

+

+
+
+

+
+

+

+
+

+
+

+

+

+

+
+

+

+

+

+
+
+

+

+

+

+

D6Iin c. alpirc
BLack-tai led godviL LinoBa f.i.noaa reLanwoides
Bar-tailed godwit ,. Lappmica baueri
White-headed st i lt Eituntopus hi@topus Leueacephalus
Avocet Rec@iros trc naMeha l, l.udltae

*Southern stone cullew Bwhi.nus nagnircstris rmsa|i
*Beach stone cul lew 8. n.  neglectus

Austral ian plat incole St i l t i .a 'babel la
or iental  prat incole CIeeoLa rcLdiDar@

rsilver gu11 ktue notaeholLmdiae fo?ster.i

+
+

+

+
+

+
+
+

+

+

+
+
+
+

+
+

+
+
+

whiskeled tern Chli.donias hybrida fluoiatiLis
White-winged black tern C. Leucopterc

*Caspian tern Hvdraprcgne caap'La
Gull-biIIed tern Celochelidon nilotica mc?ot ea
Asiatj.c comon tern Steru hi.nnaa Langipenni'

*Roseate tern S. dougallii gracili,s
*Bl.ack-naped tern S. sMat"@a
*Br id led  te rn  S .  a .  maet le tug
*Sooty tern S. fuacata aeftat1

L i t t Ie  te rn  S .  a lb i fpoas  s iaeas is

+

+ + +

+
+
+
+
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*Clested Letn S. belgii pelecda'ides
*Lesaer crested tern s.  D. bengald€is
rNoddy lnors ,tolidus pdleatua
rwhi,te-capped \oady A. n. ninutus
*Red-cromed pigeon PLi l inapus P. Pegirc
*Pulple-crowneal pigeon P. s. supelbua
iAtherton wompoo pi'geon P mgnifiag keri
*cape York wompoo pigeon P. n, a*'itilis
*Torres strai t  plgeon Dueula 6pitof thoa neloi l lenais

Top-knot prqeon bphoTgims dta?cticus

+
+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+

+

+ +

+ +

+

+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +

+ +
+ +
+

White-headed PiLgeon Colmba Leucmela
*Blom pigeon Macrawgia mboinensis Phasi'anel La
*Bar.shouldereal dove ceapelia h, lunerali's
*Peacefu l  dove C.  s tvLata  p lac ida
*Diamond dove G. cuneata
*Green-winged pigeon Chalcophaps indica rogers'[-
*Comon bronzewing PhdW c. chalcoptera
*crested pigeo\ )eaphape L. Lophotes
rsquatter pigeon Pettophassa sctipta

FIock pigeon Phaps histrLoftiea

+ +

+10 +11

+
+

* Rainbow Iorikeet ?rlchoglo ssils haerctodus septentriomlis

sca ly -breas ted  lo r ikee t  f '  ch lo"o lep ida tus

va! ied  Io r i . kee t  Ps i t teu te les  oe?aaea lor
*uarsha l I ' s  f ig  par ro t  Ps i t taeu l i ros t r i s  d iapht ln lna  rc rcha l l i
*B l ,ue- faced f ig  par ro t  P '  d .  nac lea lda
iPalm cockatoo tuobosciger a. ate!frrua
*Red- ta i led  b lack  cockatoo  ca lup tarh lnchus  n .  rcgn i f i cus , .
i su lphur -c res ted  cockatoo  Cacatua  ga le r i ta  queens lm&ie , '
* l i t t fe  core l la  C sangq iJed tumanton i
rca lah  t .  r .  lose icap i l la ta

Cockatiel Nynphicus lbllandicus
*Red-sided parrot Eclectus taratus ndcgiLLiDraAi
*Red-cheeked patrot CeaffroAua geoffraAi eens'is
iRed-winged par ro t  Aprcen ic tLs  erAthrcp te?uet  t

rK ing  par ro t  Az is te rus  acapu l i l i s  n iao t
*Pale-headed rose]^la PlatAcercua a. adBcatus
*caDe York  pa le -headed rose l la  P .  adsc i tus  ma 'hue lae
*co iden-w in ;ed  p  a r  r  oL  Pse photus  c fu .J  Bop t  epb g  i  us

Budgerygah Melopsittacus unduLat6

Oriental cvckoo Cuculus safuatus

Pa l1 id  cuckoo C.  Pa l lddus
*Brush cuckoo C.  D '  t s io losuB
iches tnu t -b reas ted  cuckoo C.  c .  es t@ei 'en t r i s

Fan- ta i led  cuckoo a ,  pgr rhaphanas pn ionms

Black-eared cuckoo Chllsacoccyr asculang

Hors f ie ld  b ronze cuckoo C.  baea l is

Golden bronze cuckoo c. Lueidue PlagosuB
rRufous-breas ted  bronze cuckoo C,  tu6aatu6

L i t t le  b ronze cuckoo C.  na lavmu '  n inu t i t rLus
,Koe\ Eudlnargs 'colapacea c|Moceplala

+
+

+

+ + +
+ + +
+ + +
+ + +

+ +

* channe l-bi lled c}ckoo s c! tlwop s naraerDllan&i ae
*Pheasant coucal Cefttropus p. prwsidninus

fRufous owl Ninat tufa rc?garcta
rBarking owl N. e. connitens
*cape York  ba lk ing  owl  N.  c .  pen insu la" i6
*Boobook @I 11, naDaeseelandiae acetlata
rRed boobook ofrl N. n. Lstda
*Barn  owf  Tu to  a lba  de l i ca tu la
*Masked owl '? .  rcoae lb l land iae  ga le i
*sooty owl T. tenebticBa mltipunctata

+

+
+

+
+

+

+
+

+

+

Eastern grass os]. f L. langinenbrie
*Tawny frogmouth Podtrgus s. strigoides
*Northern aawny frogmouth P. 6. pl@laenaddes
*Papuan frogmouti P. papuercis
*Marbled f rogmouth P, ocellatu8 Mmrctua
*owlet-niqhtja! Aegathe1,es atistatus Leucogaste!
*Spotted nigbtjar cap"ituLgus g' guttatug .
* w h i t e - t h r o a t e d  n i g h t j a r  (  . ,  n A s x a c a l I s
*Large- ta i led  n igh t ja r  c .  rcc rEus  ao f i j

un i io rm swi f  t le  t 'o  I  Laca L i  a  rm iko fenq i3  Ao Pk i
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Grey swiftlet C. teree"egitue
Glossy svi f t let  C. eeelenta
Spine-tailed swifL Eiwdque e. cauAacutug
Fork-tailed swift 1pa6 p. paci'fiaua

rAzure kingf isher ALcedo a, az8eusrt
*Northern azule kingf isher A. a.  tuf ical lai ls '"
r l i t t le kingf isher Celt  pusi l lus hal l i
*Laughing kookaburra hcela n. noDaeguinea"
*Li t t Ie kookaburra D. n. ni .no!
*Blue-winged kookaburra D. L. Leachi i

+

+
+

+

*cape York  b lue-w inged kookabur ra  D.  L .  kenp i
*Fores t  k ing f ishe t  Ha lcyar t  Mc ledy i i  anc inc tu
*Red-backed kingfisher H. pA?rhapUgia
*Sacred k ing f isher  H.  s .  sanc ta
*Mangrove k j .ng f isher  E .  ch lo r is  sard ida
iYe l low-b i l led  k ing f isher  SAna to to ta ro  f lao i ros t r ia
,Whi te - ta i led  k ing f isher  rdAs ip te ra  s .  sy lo ia
rRainbow bee-eater Meropg omtue
*DoLlar-bird EElstatus a?'ientalis pacifies
*No isy  p i t ta  P i t ta  D.  oers ica lo r

+

+

+
+

+

+
+

+

*Cape York  no isy  p j . t ta  P .  D.  B in iLL iM
*BLue-breas ted  p i t ta  P .  e tV thragas te !  mck lo t t i
*S ing ing  bush la rk  Mi rc fpa  jaDan ica

welcome swallow Hitunao neosetu
Bah swaf low B.  tua t ica  gu t tuLag

Eastern 6wallow H. tuhitie jaoanae

Tree-martin Cec"apia n. nigricans
Fa i ry  nar t in  d .  d? iez

*Australian p i-pi-t Antlas natae seelandiae aus t?alia
* Black- f aceal cuckoo- shrike Coracirc n. rcoae lbL I'and1:ae

+

+
+ + +

+

+ +
1 7
1 8  1 8
+ +

+

+

+ +

iPapuan cuckoo-snrlke c.  papuensis 6talker i l9
*Barred cuckoo.s}:r lke C. l .  Tineata
rcicada-bird C- t .  tenul: loBtr is
rwhite-winged trlller hlage sueEii tricoLor
*Varied tr i l let  L.  L.  LercMLa
*cape York val ied tr i l ler L.  L.  yorki
rNorthern scrub-rcbin D?unailes s. superc'Llia"is ^.
*Austral ian ground-thrush zoa thera daw cure ata"'
*Northern chowchj.lla otthonaa Bpaldingii
*crey-crowned babblet Ponata starus tenpovalis conwl'Li"

+ +

+ +
+ +

+ +
+

+
+
+

+

+

+

+ +

+20
+

i co lden-headed fan ta i l -warb le r  c is t i co la  ed l i s

s t reaked grass-warb le r  C.  iu rc idh  rcmni

L i t t l .e  g rassb i rd  Moga lms g !@ineus 
" .*Tawny grassb i rd  M,  t ino l iens is  du lc ie i " '

Reed-warbLer Acracephalug arundi6ceus
Rufous songlark Cincla?hanphus natheusi

*Love ly  wren Malms L@be?t i  Mab iL ie
*Red-backed wren M.  ne lanoceprn lug
*white-throated uarbler krAgane oLiracea flauigasta
*Blown warbl.er G. n. nouki

+

+

+ +
23

+

,B Iack- th roa tea l  warb le r  c .  oa lpebrosa p"n"o*n2 l -
* L a r g e - b i 1 l e d  w a r b l e r  G .  r c g t i r o s t r [ s  c a i n a e a s [ 3 "

Buf f -b reas ted  warb le r  c .  1 .  le , igas ter
*Ye l low weeb i l l  tu ic ra f r i s  b rerarcs t r i s  f lauescens" '
*Mounta in  thornb i l l  Acantdza ka the i lna
rL i t t le  sc rub-wren Ser i (on  i  6  beeca?[  [
' Y e l l o w - t h r o a t e d  s c r u b - w r e n  S .  - i  r r e o g " l a r t e  e a i m s i "
iLarge-b i I led  scrub-wren s .  noga i ras tp is  t i r id io rzz
* F e r n  w r e n  C r c t e r B c e L I s  g u t t m l i s
*Jacky  w in te r  Mic taeca lekcop laea pa l l idQza

+
+

+
+

i l emon-breas tea l  f l yca tcher  M.  f lao igas te !  te r rce teg i rce2z
*L i t t Ie  ye l low f l yca tcher  M.  g .  g laaeaceps
*Madgrove robin Eopsaltria pul,etulenta Leucula
*crey-headed robiLn Paeciladrgas albiepecularis cinereifrons
rwh i te -browed rob in  P .  s .  : ,pePc i I tosa
* N o r t h e r n  y e I l o w  r o b i n  F a p s a t r r i a  a u s l r a t i s  n o g 4 i n o s L r i s ' r
iPa le  ye l low tob in  Trege l las ia  ep i to  tuna
*wh i te - faced rob in  ? .  Leueops a lb igu la rde  .n

crey  fan ta i l  Rh ip idm fu l ig inasa a l i sLe? i ' "
iNor th  Queens land grey  fan ta i l  R .  fu l ig inosa f re re i

+

+

+
+
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icuff  grey fantai l  R, f .  phasitu
Rufous fantail R. r. nfiftona3o

rNortb Oueensland rufous fantaiL p. !. i.ntetudia
*culf  rufou6 fantai t  R. r ,  d&as
*Northern fantai l  R. tuf i rent i is iswa
*WiII ie sagtai l  R. L.  T,eucophrls
*Leaden f lycatchet Wiagtu t .  tubecula

Satin f lycatcher M. c!@aleue
*Broad-bi  f  Led f  lycatcher M. rul i  eol l  i  e _lpnp ia I
ishining f lycatcher M. alecto wdel l inz

*Cape York boat-billed flycatche! l*7cl@etirhAnchus f, fladoenter
rBoat -b i l led  f l yca tcher  M.  f ,  secundus
*Restless flycatcher Mgiegra inquietu w
iAus t ra l ian  p ied  f l yca tche!  A lses  ,@upi
rFr i  I  l -necked f  l yca tcher  A .  teZe scap tha l tus  Larc  a t  i  s
rB1ack- faced f  l yca tcher  Mon@cla  ne l@ops is '4
rB lack-w inged f l yca tcher  M.  f rc te r  @baceas
* Spectacled f lycatcher M, tyiDi,rgatue gould.i,
rwh i te -be l l ied  f l yca tcher  M.  t .  a lb ioent r i s
iwh i te -ea ted  f l yca tcher  M.  Leucot ie

+

+

+ +
+
+

+ + +

rco lden wh i6 t le r  Pach7cepha la  pec toml i  s  queena lqnd ieaSa
*hngrove go lden wh is t le r  P ,  ne lanw robuetar /
rRufous  wh is t le r  P .  r ,  tu f ioent r ie
*Grey  wh is t le r  P .  s imp ler  pen inau lae
rcrey shrike-thrtsh calluricincla hmonica sweteil,iosa3S
*Ruf  ous  shr ike- th tu6h C.  aeg@hyneha ru fagas te i
rBower  shr ike- th rvsh  C.  b@e?i
rEas tern  wh ipb i rd  Paophodes a l ioaceu i  La te la l i s
t S tri ated s i tte f Ia Daphoeno sitta chtv sap t era s tliata
I B1 ack tree -cree ger cl'inac teri s pi cmus n elana ta

+

+
+
+
+
+

rL i t t le  t ree-c reeper  C-  n ina !
tuisletoe bird. Dicaem h. hi.rundinaeeffi
*BLack-headed pardalote Parda Lotus striatus wopAgialis
*Red-browed parda lo te  P .  rubr ica tus
*Ye 1 low-breas ted sbb i t A il e c ta?ini.a j ugulari s f lercta
*Grey-breas ted  s i l vereye Za ' te?ops  la te ra l i s  y@sal i
*YeI Iow s i l vereye Z-  Lu tea
*Pa le  s i fvereye Z-  c i . t f ine l la  a lb ioent r i s
*J961sgn-53g1!6  honeyeater  G l tc ic raepa fa l  IM
*Browh honeyeate  r  L  i  c lne  ?a  ind  i  s t  i  ac  t  a  oh{  daz  z

+

+

+

+

+ + +
+ +
+ +
+ + +

+

4o +41 +

*wh i te -s t reaked honeyeater  Tr ichadere  cackere l l i
rDusky honeyeater l|AzoreLa abscw haltelti
*Red-headed honeyeater M, e. erythroeeplmla

Scar le t  honeyeater  M.  s .  'angu ina len ta
rBanded honeyeater Cetthion|r pectarcLis
*Gracefu f  honeyeater  Me l iphaga g ,  g ruc i l i s
r s o u t h e r n  g r a c e f u l  h o n e y e a t e r  M .  g .  r a i L a L r i r
*Lesser  Lewin  honeyeater  M.  na ta ta
*Lewj.n honeyeater M. letinii
tYellow honeyeatet Lichercstms flaoa

+42 +

+ +43

, 4 4

+ +

+

+
+

+

+

+

*S ing ing  honeyeat€r  L .  t i rescens
rvar ied  honeyeate t  L .  o .  oers ieo lo !

Fuscous honeyeaLer L. f, fusca
*Yef low- t in ted  honeyeater  L .  fugca f la ,eecens

Ye l low- faced honeyeater  L .  chrgsops
*wh i te -gaped hooeyeate !  L ,  u .  un ica lo r
*Tawny-breas ted  honeyeater  Xantho t ig  f lao ' i ,en te t  f i l i gera
tMac leay  honeyeater  X .  rce leaAma
*Br id led  honeyeater  L iehenostonus  f remtua
, t {h i te - th roa ted  honeyeater  Me l i t l rep tug  a lbogu lar is

+ + +
45

t + +43

t co lden-backed honeyeater  M-  gu l@is  Laet io r
*BLue- facea l  honeyeater  EntonA zon c .  cUanot is
r l i t t le  f r ia r -b i td  Ph i lenan c .  c ' i t?eaau l@Lg
*Helne ted  f r ia r -b i rd  P .  bucero ides  ubrk i
rs i l ver -c rowned f r ia r -b i rd  P .  apger t i ceps  Le"p i
*No isy  f r ia r -b i rd  P .  con icu la tus
rBar -breas ted  honeyeater  R@sa|omis  f .  fasc ia tus
*Brown-backed honeyeater R, f, nadegtuq
* Ruf ous-banaled honeye a ter C onapaphiLa albogula?i s lo"ki

Rufous-throated honeyeater C, tufagul@iB

+

+
+

+

+

+
+
+
+
+
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*Eastern spinebill Aenthorh|rchrc tenuitoatrie eainaenais
*Noisy miner Mda?ie delmocephala
*Pale crimson finch Neocrrria phaetan eo@geliUae
*Star fj-nch N. nfieuda clatescens
rReal-broweal finch hblm tenpomlie nircr46
rBlue-f aced f !^ch EpAthwa trich"oa gigilli.fetu
*Goulalian finch E. gouLdiae
*Masked f inch  Poeph iLa  per 'a@La leucaL is
*B lack- th roa te t l  f  i ^ch  P.  e ine ta  a t ropAg i  aL i  s  a  /

*Banded finch P. b. bichercaii

+
+
+

+

*Chestnu t -b reas ted  f inch  bnchm c .  cas taneotho !@
*sh in ing  s ta r l ing  Ap lon ie  n .  ne td l l ie
*Oli.ve-backed oriole oliolils sao'ittatus
rYeI low or io le  O.  f laooe inc tue  k lng i
iYellow f igbird sphe@thetes viridie flaoioentri,a
.Spangled dto go Dicwus hottentottus brccteatus
iMagpie lark GrqLLitu cqfualeuca
.Apostle bird Struthi.dea aikelea
*White-breasted wood-swallow Art@us Leucorhlnclus

Itaskeal wood-swaLloq A. persorctus

+
+
+

+
+

+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+

+
+
+

+
+

+

+
+

+

whi te -brosed wood-swa1 loe  A.  euperc i l l :Bus
*B lack- f  aced wood-swa l low A,  c ine"eus  a lbdren t r i s

Little wood-awallow A. n'tnor
rPied curraeong Strepera g. grcculi@
tPen insu la  p ied  cur rawong S.  g .  nagn ' i?os t r i6
iP j .ed  bu tcher -b i rd  Crcc t ieus  n ig rogu l@is
*BIack  bu tcher -b i rd  " .  q .  quay i
rD imorph ic  b lack  bu tcher -b i rd  C.  q .  n feacena
*B lack-backed bu tcher -b i rd  C.  nenta l i s
rB lack-backed Mgp ie  cymorh i rc  t .  t ib i , cen

+

+
+

+
+
+

+

+

+
+

+
+

+

+

+

+

*Spotted cai'bird Ailu?aedus reL@atis
*Tooth-billed bower-bird A. d.entirastvis
*colden bower-bira Prionadw neutonia@
r sati n bower-bir d P t'i Ltulhlnchils ria laceus nino?
*Fam-breas ted bower-bird chlmy dera ce?Dinitentri a
*creat bower-bird C. nucr@Lis at ientuLis
rManucode Mducadia keraudrenii gouldii
rv ictor ia r i f le-bird Pt i l ,ar is t ictor ie
*Magnj. f  icent r i f  le-bird P, Mgnif icuB albert i
*Australian cril Cotuus orru salaadorii

+
+
+

+
+
+

+

NOTES

l. The northernmost record at Heathlands requires confirmation.
2 .  Subspec ies  no t  de temined.
3. Recorded from Channel Rock (l4acail l j-vray 19L4).
4 .  S tor r  (1973)  cons iders  MacAi l l i v rayrs  record  o f  the  grey  tea l  on  Tut le

' Head Island possibly as a Gargaey teal.
5 ,  s igh t  record  a t  we ipa  in  Ju ly  1976 (P .  o 'Re i l l y ,  pers .  com.)
6. The subspecies at Mt. webb, north of Cooktom, not detemined.
7. The subspecies in rain foresL patches imediately north of cooktom

(Mclvor River, Mt. Webb) not determined.
8. The north Queensland subspecies is adopted following uathews (1945).

9. Collected by M'Lennan at Peak Point in February l-9I2 (Macail l ivray I9l4).
I0 .  Recorded a t  we ipa  in  Ju ly  19?6 by  P.  o rRe i l l y  (pers .  com.) .
11. Reported from the Mitchell River in the dry season by Domow (1967).

L2. The noninate race is adopted.
13 .  The nor thern  race  o f  Mathews (1912) ,  (Forsha*  1968) .
14. Distribution of two races adopted by condon (1975) is not clear in region.
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15 .  see  Schodde and Mason (1976) .

L6 . Recolds at Mt. webb and Mclvor River require conf imtion -

17 .  A  record  in  Condon (1967) .

18 .  Doubt fu l  records  (see tex t  (Par t  I )  and Stor r  (1973) ) .

19 .  A  smal l ,  wh i te -breas ted  race  o f  nor th  Queens land (Mathews (1912) .  in

ca lb ra i th  ( f969)  )  .
20. The race in rain forest patches north of cooktown not determined-

2L.  The nor th  Queens land race  o f  Mathews (1890) .

22 .  The nor th  Queens land race  o f  Mathews (1912) .

23. Record at Weipa (Feb. 1976) not confimed.

24. A record at Iron Range (see Trounson 1975).

25. The throat of the mature Mle is pale brown at Ayton in EsE (HalI 1974)

and variable from bromish-b1ack to whitish at the lpwer Edward River

in Sw (Thomson 1935). In other parts of the region it is generally

characteristic of the race.

26. The record of Jolmson and Hooper (1973) requires confirnation.

21. The northern race.
2a .  The nor thern  race  o f  De v is  (1884) .

29 .  The nor th  Queens land race  o f  Gou ld  (1869) .

30 .  The w in te r ing  races  in  the  leg ion .

31 .  The Cape York  race  o f  Mathews (1912) .

32 .  The Queens land race  o f  Mathews (1911) .

33 .  Recorded by  Ingran  (1976) ,  the  subspec ies  no t  de termined.

34 .  Races  no t  c lear .
35. The northernmost record of wintering birds at Blackwater Creek in sE

(12 km north of Hopevale) and Eleven-mile Scrub (18 km north of ! ' toreton)

.in central Peninsula (W) .
36 .  The nor th  Queens land race  o f  Re ichenow (1899) .

37 .  The cape York  race  o f  Masters  (1876) .

38. The cape York race of Masters (1876), considered closer xo b?unned tb'e

to the nominate race (Macdonald 1968).

39. The poputation is resident but breeding has not been recorded'

40. The northernmost record at Heathlands, eight birds banded in JuIy l9?5.

4L. Recorded fron saibai (Ingran 19?6) .

42. The southermost record at Shipton's Flat, two males collected in Sept.

1 9 4 8  ( M a c k  1 9 5 3 ) .
43. The northernmost record at Mt. webb' north of Cooktom.

44.  D is jwc t  d is t r ibu t ion  to  Mc l lwra i th  Range.

45. Recorded in the wet season at the Mitchell River (Domrow 1967).

46 .  The nor th  Queens land race  o f  empbe l l  (1901) .

4 7 .  F o r  o t h e r  s u b s p e c i e s  s e e  Z a n n  (  1 9 ? 6 )  .

DB. J. KIKAIIA, Depo-r,tnent of Zcolog!/, l.)niuersiLy of Queensland,
St. Lucia, Queenslanci, 4067.
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FURTHER NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF FRASER ISLAND

AND ADJACENT WATERS

D.H. BARRY i ld D.P. VERNON

ABSTRACT

Literature and specimen records subsequent to our earlier
paper (Vernon and Barry 19721 ate presented. Tarenty
three new species are added to the list for Fraser Island'
bringj-ng the total knom species to 223.

INTRODUCTION

A l is t  of  2OO birds known to occur on Fraser Is land vtas compi led
by vernon and Barry (19721. s ince then,  a number of  addi t ions
have been made by di f ferent  observers.

z i l lman (1972) provided s ix addi t ional  species in h is l is t  of  82

species.  Perkins ( I973) c i ted two fur ther species,  inc luding the
grey-ta i led tat t ler  which was incorrect ly  c i ted by Vernon and
B a r r y  ( 1 9 7 2 ) .

The present l is t  inc ludes al l  l i terature and specimen records
known to us s ince Vernon and Barry 's (1972) I is t .  I t  br ings the
number of  species for  Fraser rs land Eo 223, compared wi th 254 f rom
Stradbroke Is land (vernon and Mart in I975a) and 126 f rom Moreton
I s l and  (Ve rnon  and  Mar t i n  1975b ;  Ba r r y  and  Lea r  1976 ) .

Nomenclature fo l lows CSIRO (1969).  Registered numbers are quoted
for specimens preserved in the Queensland Museum, followed by
sex,  i f  knor" /n,  date of  col lect ion and the name of  the col lector-
where necessary our indiv idual  observat ions are indicated l r i th
i n i t i a l s  (D .B . ,  o r  D . v . ) .  Reco rds  add i t i ona l  t o  t hose  pub l i shed
in our : -972 paper are indicated by an aster isk (*) .  Specimens are
cabinet  sk ins unless otherwise stated.

LIST OF SPECIES AND NOTES

*ciant  petre l  Macronectee giganteus- On 27 October I97O' a banded
dark phase bi rd landed on the deck.  of  a t rawler  of f  Sandy
Cape. The bi rd \^ tas re leased'  but  i ts  band was removed by a
f isherman who forwarded i t  to C. . I .  L impus (pers.  comm.).
Informat ion f rom the Par is Museum revealed that  i t  had been
banded as a juveni le on 6 December 1969 on Possession Is1and,
crozet  Group, sub-antarct ic .  I t  had previously been found at
Tweed Heads,  New South wales,  on 19 August  1970 and taken to
D.H. Fleay at  west  Bur le igh,  Queensland,  who released i t  one
week later  af ter  i t  reqained condi t ion.
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*Black-r,ringed petrel Pterodromd ni,gripennis - QMO16399, spirit speci-
men, I  January 1976, Fi lmer,  This beach-washed specimen was
found 2 km south of Eurong Beach,

*Thin-bi1 led pr ion Pachypt iLa beLcl tez ' i  -  QMO15548, September 1973,
Anon. This specimen was found alive between Eurong Beach
and Hook Point ,  but  d ied l -ater  (Vernon and Mart in 1974).

Short- ta i led shearwater Puf f inus tenuirost t is  -  QI\ ,1015880, 1974, Anon.
This head was col lected f rom Ocean Beach.

Austra l j -an gannet Moyus serratoz"-  QM0I588I,  I974,  Anon. Head only,
col lected f rom Ocean Beach. Occasional lv  observed out  to
sea  o f f  bo th  coas t l i nes .

*Li t t le  egreL Egret ta garzet ta -  Z i l lman (L972) ,  Perk ins (1973) .

*Reef heron Egret ta sacra -  Zi l lman (1972).

Nankeen night  heron Nyct icorar  caledonieus -  QM013978, December 1972.
Feathers onl-y,  D.B.  Several  secondary wing feathers were
collected in a Melaleuca quinqueneruia swamp on the southeastern
edge of  Coomboo Lake.  Thro rest ing bi rds were f lushed f rom
trees in the area on several  occasions.

*Bl-ack-breasted quail Iurmi.r nelanogaster- Ql40J-4233, portions of egg
she l l s ,  25  December  1972 .  D .B .  co l l ec ted  t he  egg  she l l s  f r om
a clutch of  four eggs which probably hatched on the above
date. The nest was under Iow herbage in Casuarira LittoraLis/
EueaLgptus signata open woodland with a 1or"r shrub and forb Iayer.
D.v.  noted a smaLl  group of  dark-chested quai l  shel ter ing under
herbage at  Ungohra in June 1962 which seem most l ikely to be
at t r ibutable to th is species.

*Japanese snipe Gallirngo lwnd:,tickii- Three bi_rds were observed by
D.B. in an open Rest io palLens swamp on the north-west  edge of
Coomboo Lake in Decenber 1973, where they remained for  several
days.  When f lushed they f lew wi th a strong,  low, d i rect
f l ight ,  curved across the lake and returned to the swamp.

*Greenshank ?ringa nebuLarla - A smaLl flock r"/as sighted by D.B. on 9
January 1973 feeding on the mud at  the edge of  the main
channel  at  Puthoo Dump.

Grey-ta i led tat t ler  I r ingabrets ipes -  QM0I3975, head and neck only,
30  December  1972 ,  f ema le ,  D .B .  One  o f  a  pa i r  f eed ing  on  mud
at the water 's  edge below mangroves at  Wathumba. perk ins (1973)
also observed two at  Snout Point .

*Wander ing tat t ler  Tr inga i .ncana -  QM013974, 18 , lu1y 1972, D.B.  One
was col lected f rom amongst  rocks on Ocean Beach, about 3 km
north of  Happy Val ley.  Q1409262 is now to be referred to th is
species:  i t  \^ /as previously incorrect ly  ident i f ied as the grey-
ta i led tat t l -er .
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*Terek sandpiper Xenus c inereus- May 1975, Corben. A f lock of  f ive
birds observed near the mouth of Vloolgoolbva Creek (pers.
comm. ) .

Sharp-ta i led sandpiper Cal idr is  acumirwta- QMo13979, spir i t  specimen,
9 January 1973, D.B.  This speci .men r / ras one of  a pair  which
werefeeding on the sal t  marsh just  in land f rom Puthoo Dump.
Flocks were also seen on Ocean Beach.

*Sander l ing Cal idyis a lba- Two female specimens were col l -ected at
Sandy Cape by Mcci l l ivray,  20 Apr i l  1844 (Hindwood 1944;
S t o r r  1 9 7 3 ) .

*Avocet Reeurxirostra nouaehollandtae - A flock of 23 was observed south
o f  Eu rong  Beach ,  May  1975 ,  Co rben  (pe rs .  commn. ) .

*Asiat ic  cornmon tern Sterna hinndo -  Perkins (1973).

*Black-naped tern Stema. surwttana -  Zi ILman (79721.

Lesser crested Lerrr  Sterna bengaLensis -  Q1.4013971, 22 JuLy 1972, D.B.
One of  a smal1 f lock which f lew along the ocean edge just
south of  Woral ie Creek.  I t  has also been observed at  Ocean
Beach .

*White-capped noddy Anous mi,nutus - QylOI3972, 5 January J-973;
QM013973 ,  1 l  Janua ry  1973 ,  D .B .  The  f i r s t  spec imen  was
col lected f rom the beach just  south of  the mouth of  Woral ie
Creek and the second specimen was found f reshly dead on
Eurong Beach. Thj-s conf i rms Anous sp.  (Makin 1968),  c i ted
by Vernon and Barry (1972).

*White noddy Gygis alba - A specimen was found alive at Torquay,
Queensland,  on l0 May 1976 and taken to W. Dunmal l  at  Ur imbirra
Park zoo at  Torquay,  Oueensland.  I t  d ied the fo l lowing day
and was donated to the Queensland Museum, QM0l-5531. Another
l ive specimen was found in a smal l  boat  on Hervey Bay on 13
May 1976 and was also taken to W. Dunmal l  but  th is specimen

'  was not  reta ined.

*Red-tailed black cockatoo Cal4ptorhAnchus battksi - Zillman (1972).

Ground parrot Pezoporus uallLcus - 4 January 1973. One hras flushed
by D.B. from open Restio palLens swamp on the edge of Coomboo
Lake. Despi te heavy ra in a good v ieg r l ras obtained as i t
c i rc led at  about 10-15m away before landing.  This appears to
be the northernmost record for  the species.

Horsf ie ld bronze cuckoo Clwysococcyx basal is  -  May 1975r Corben,
south of  Second Creek (pers.  comm.).  This conf i rms Makln
(1968 ) ,  c i t ed  by  ve rnon  and  Ba r r y  ( ] - 972 )  .

*Masked owI TAto nooaehol landiae- QYIOL3977, 23 December 1972, D.B.
A secondary feather was found in forest  of  Syncatpia h i l l in /
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Euealyptus pilularis/TrLstani.a conferta with broken canopy and thick
regenerat ing undergrowth,  about 1.5 km north of  Coomboo Lake.

Tawny f rogmotEh Podargus str igoides -  QM0143I4,  23 Decembey L972, D.B.
A feather was found near that of the feather of the masked otrl.

Whi te- throated niqht jar  Eurostopodus ntystaeal is  -  QMo13976, 28 July
1972, D.B.  A secondary wing feather was found by D.R. Anderson
in a clump of Bmksia integxifolia behind the fore-dunes at Ocean
Lake .

*Reed-\.rarblet AcnoceplruLus stentot'eus - May 1975, Corben, Lake Jenning
(pers.  commn. )  .

Variegated wren Malurus lanbenti - A male and. a group of females and/or
drab-plumaged. males were observed by D.B. amongst  rdet  heath,
including Botksia robut,, ort the western edge of Ocean Lake on 23
December 1972, and another s ight ing of  b j - rds was also nade by
D.B. in dry heath on the eastern edge of Coonboo Lake, December
19'73.  This conf i rms the doubtfu l  record in Vernon and Barrv
( r 9 7 2 ' )  .

*Brown hrarbl -er  Gerggone nouki  -  z i l lman (1972) ,  perk ins (1973).

*Diamond firetail Dnblena guttdta - A small flock was observed for
several  days by M. and A.  Hersom in the v ic in i ty  of  the Sandy
Cape Lighthouse dur ing 1969 (pers.  conunn.) .  This is  a substant-
ia l  eastern extension of  range, however i t  is  a lso supported by
the observat ion of  a s ingle b i rd 5 km south of  Noosavi l le  on 7
August  l -975 (G-R. Beruldsen,  pers.  cct lm.) .

*Little r^rood-swallow A"t@ras ninoy - May 1975, Corben, Lake Jenning
(pe rs .  om. ; .

*Pied currawong Stneper la gracul ina -  Zi l lman (L972) ,  perk ins (1973).
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MOSS AND FUNGUS IN NEST CONSTRUCTION

A.B. CRTBB

rn l ight  ra in forest  of  south eastern eueensland,  logs wi th a rot-
ten s-urface conunonly support a rich growth of the moEs Rhizoqoniun
spi'niforne . During the Queensland Naturalists' crub a*"or"iJn to
the  Coo ran  Tab le l and  (26015 . s ,  I 52o49 ,8 ) ,  l - 3  May  J .976 ,  L l r .  W .O .
McKenzie discovered an aband.oned, unident i f ie l ,  cup-5haped nest
approximately 8 cm in d iameter on such a 1og.  

'The-greaier  
part

of  the nest ,  inc l -uding the l in ing,  vras constructed i rom the
Rlriz.ogoniun setae (capsule stalks) which, even after disappearance
of the capsule,  showed considerable resistance to being i tuc*eafrom the plant. A layer of horse-hair fungus Mataemius-cninieequi
mixed with a few leafy fragments of mossds formed the outer part
of  the nest .  The black horse-hair - l ike rh izomorphs of  th is
fungus may commonly be seen attached to dead twigi in tuin iot"st"
and,  at  t imes,  produce minute,  mushroom-t ike f ru i t ing bodies wi th
caps no more than 3 nm across.

Pendulous,  s ide-entrance nests in south eueensland ra i .n forests,
believed to belong to the ye1lo$r-throated scrub-wten se?icotr.tis
TnthonrL, are commonly built 1argely of horse-hair fungus mixed

t
f..

E-
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with mosses and twigs.  Chisholm (1969) noted that  the yel Iow- '

throated scrub-wren is  somet imes cal l 'ed the "Black-nest  b i rd"
because i t  bui lds i ts  nest  of  b lack root lets.  Horse-hair  fungus
could be mistaken for  roots,  and i t  is  interest ing to speculate
whether some nest ing mater ia l ,  rePorted in the Past  as roots,
was probably of  fungal  or ig in.
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EDITOR,S NOTE ON THE WHITE PHASE OF THE

R E E F  H E R O N  I N  S O U T H E R N  A U S T R A L I A

A recent paper in th is journal  (McKean, Gi l I  and Lewis 1975,

the sunbi id 7 z2O-2Ll  reported a s ight ing of  the whi te phase

of the reef  heron Eg?etta saera neat  Bateman's Bay,  New South

Wales. The authori enquired whether others had been observed

a t  h i gh  l a t i t udes  on  Aus t ra l i a r s  eas t  coas t .

wayne Longmore has drawn my attention to an unpublished.
ob-servat ion he made on 10 September 1966 of  a s ingle whi te phase

reef  heron on rocks about 30 m of f -shore s l ight ly  north of

Mo l l ymook ,  nea r  u l l adu1 la '  New  sou th  wa les  ( 35020 ' s ,  150029 'E )  '

John McKean too has seen another,  or  perhaps.  the same, whi te
phase  ree f  he ron  a t  Na rooma ,  New  Sou th  wa les  ( 36013 'S ,  150009 rE )

6n 27 June 1975. He has also seen a reference to the vth i te phase

ree f  he ron  occu r r i ng  i n  Tasman ia  (w .H .D -  Le  sou6 f  1908 ,  'w i l d l i f e

i n  Aus t ra l i a ' ,  Me lbou rne :  Wh i t combe  and  Tombs  L td  pp .2 t0 -211 ) '

John McKean notes that  he had over looked a typiste 's error  in

the date for  the or ig inal  observat ion :  i t  was made on 29 June

1 9 7 5 ,  n o t  l - 9 6 5 .


