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BIRDS AND CONSERVATION IN QUEINSLAND

GREG J. ROBERTS

INTRODUCTION

An increasing proportion of eueensranders are adopting a set of values
far removed from those which have been previously acc6pted as being
essential to the betterment of society. ltore people aie demanding-
for  example, . the r ight  to dr ink crean water anl  b ieathe unpol luted ai r ,
the opportunity to walk through and enjoy large untoucfrea ireis oe
natural landscape, and a preference for living in a wel1_planned urban
environment which preserves its structural feitures of hiitoricat
rnterest  and i ts  park lands.

Sindlaxly, an almost phenomenal upsurge in interest in Australian
nat ive wi ldU.fe,  part icular ly  b i rds,  has occurred in receni  t ; ; ; " .  As
more people become artrare of the need to protect and enjoy thi environ-
ment of which they are part, so too do they appreciate-iis various
components. The values of many people today embrace a strong and
very real  desire to watch and study bi rds in their  naturar  e iv i ronment.

r ts  real izat ion r ies in the protect ion of  wird l i fe v ia the protect ion
of  i ts  habi tat ,  and there is  no dispute wi th the axiom that ' the destr-
uct ion of  habi tat  is  concomitant  wi th the destruct ion of  i ts  inhabi t -
ants.  Herein r - ies the intr ins ic rerevence of  environmentar conserv-
ati-on to the study of ornithorogy and its adherents, for indeed "wild-rife conservation is depenarent on the survival of suitabre habitat
which for  many species is  rapid ly d isappear ing" (Report  of  th;  t tat ionat
E s t a t e ,  1 9 7 4 ) .

RESERVE REQUIREMENTS

The protection of birds and their habitat "demands a pran, in which the
core r,s ntanagenent of the rdi-lderness, and an enlightened exploitation
of  i ts  wird resources based on scient i f ic  research and measurement ' .
(Fisher et aL. L969). _Tlr9.9 has been a very markecl paucity of such
research in respect of birds and their habitat needs in Qieensland ancl
e lsewhere in Austrar ia.  such research is  essent ia l  before we can
reasonably determine the nature and size of reserves required for birdprotecti-on, and the demand for such research is central to conservat-
ionist  arguments.  rn many environmentar issues,  the conservat ion l inepostulates that research is required. before the deveropment in question
is approved. This research should determine the conseiuerr.e. of' th"proposed deveropment on the naturar environment before any decision
is made. A deveropment which may constitute a threat to Lird life in
the_area proposed, shoulct not be perrnitted until i-t can be empirically
indicated just  what i ts  consequences wi l l  be.
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Diamond (1975) stresses the need to reserve large and undiv ided t racts
of land in reserves. If land is broken into sialler ,a"".lra", tfray
should be located in close proxirnity to each other and linked by
dispersal  corr idors.  rn L974, an important  symposiurn on 'a Nat ionar
system of Ecologicar Reserves in Austraria' r6c6mrnenaled that each
ecological reserve should be large enough to remain viabre and shourcr
be representat ive of  severar inter-re lated r-andscape types.  r t  should
be zoned so as to provide a core area which would Le ai?ordea specialprotection, and a buffer area in rdhich controlled human use for educat_
ion, study and recreation would be encouraged..

Main and Yadov (1971) suggest  that  20,000 hectares is  the minimum
r9:9ly9 s ize required in Western Austra l ia to adequately protect
wi- ld l i fe populat ions in that  state.  There is  r i t€re puir isnea inforrn-
ation available on the reserve requirements of bird siecies. Crome(1971) suggests that  srnal l  reservds,  f ron one to two thousand hectares,
: i l l? t .adequately support .nomadic f ru i t  p igeon populat ions.  Obviously
naDrtat  requl , rements of  d i f ferent  b i rd species vary considerably,  wi th
-sycl ipeclgs as the ground parrot (pezopitwe uallieuei and rufous icruu-
bLrd. lAtnchomis rufescens) having very specialized requirenents.

Seebeck (1976) provides an appropriate example of the much-neealed data
about the ecological requirements of birds. rn determining the habitat
needs of the povrerfur owr (Nircs etnenua), seebeck drards an aioroqv with
the great horned o\d1 of North America, a bird of similar size ii:a
proportj-on. In estimating that a breeding pair of powerful orcls
requires approximately 250 possums per year, and thal suitable vegetat_
aon supports approximately 3.2 possums per hectare, it is concluded
that a pair of owls \dourd need a feeding range of at least go0 hectares
of  opt imum habi tat  to surv ive.

PORESTRY

The preservat ion of  eueensland forests is  essent ia l  to the surv ivar
of  a large number of  b i rd species.  Specht et  aL.  (L974) noteat  that  in
Queensrand 46 forest  a l r iances have been ident i f ied.  only r7t  of  these
forests have reasonable conservation status. No ress tha; 2Gg have no
protection at arr and a further 38* have a poor conservation status
rat ing._ A,major  proport ion of  eueensland's remaining natural  fo lests
is in the form of state Forest and is therefore subj6ct to foreitry
pract ices.

rn reration to the effects of selective logging on bird populations in
Wj-anger ie State Forest ,  New South Wales,  pai tenore and Xik iawa ( l9Ze)
noted that there must be a limit "to the severity of rocal clamage and
the extent of areas affecled, beyond rdhich the 'Luffering' capa6ity
of  ra inforest  is  i rnpaired".  select ive logging has been in opirat i6n
for  a considerable per iod of  t ime in eueeni land's Statc Forei ts.  I t
would appear reasonable to suggest that, in view of the above reserv-
ation, careful and detailed research be undertaken into those areas
proposed for new logging activities: to determine the extent to which
1o99ir-rs shourd be pernitted (if at a1r) with rninirnising its consequences
fo r  b i r d l i f e .

Fr i th (1977a) states that  "heavy togging to the stage vrhere the f igs,
white cedars, quandongs and epiphytes are affected is disastrous r.o
wompoo pigeons". From unpublished observations of the wildlife Research
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Group (Queensland) in south-east  Queensland ra inforests,  the extenE
of logging has been so great in some 1ocalities that some conmon
rainforest  b i rd species,  inc luding f ru i t  p igeons,  are ei ther absenE
or re lat ively scarce.  In other s i tes where damage to the canopy has
been minimar, some species such as sertcoxnis anal other smarl pa;serines
appear in greater  numbers than in cont iguous untouched rainfo iest .

Tle Qt]egnstand Department of Foresty is contj-nuing its programme of
c learfe l l ing natural  forest lanal  in state Eorests ina reptant ing rd i th
monocul turaL sof twood plantat ions.  cravat t  (1974) comrnents that
"unress a mosaic of  vegetat ion types of  considerable s ize is  reta ined
with in extensive areas of  p ines,  v i r tualry a l l  vegetar ian bi rds wi-11 be
el iminated".  His reservat ions are conf i rmed by Bevege (1974) who
notes that, in relation to the softhrood progranrme in the south-east
Queensland coastal  lowlands,  " f igures would indicate a part ia l  adapt ion
to pj.nes in I2t of bircl species $rith presumed complete adaption j.n
only t$ro percent" ,  and that  current  p lanning prescr ipt ions-which aim
at 1009 conversion ( f rom natural  forest  to p ine) "wi11 resul t  in s igni-
f icant  loss of  wi ld l i fe values to the complex".

Disney and Stokes (1976) show that  " the loss in d ivers i ty  of  species
and actual nunbers of individuals is very great when native foiest rs
removed for pines". Recent unpublished surveys by the Wildlife
Research Group (Queensland) in the Beerwah pinue ellioti softwood complex
support their findings. The recent report of the House of Represent-
atives stancling comnittee on Environrnent into the softwood prolramrne
strongly reconmends to government authorities that, in future, urgent
consideration be given to purchasing alreaaty-cteared marginally-economic
Iands for  sof twood plant ing in l ieu of  cont inuing correni  pracl ices.

At the time of vrriting, a woodchip export industry has been approved
for south-east  Queensrand. There is  r i t t le  informat ion avai l i6 le on
the ef fects of  woodchipping in southern states on bi rd populat ions.
Tyndale-Biscoe and Smith (1969) detai l ,ed the harmful  consequences of
wooalchipping on a manmal species. Over-mature and very old trees, most
of  which are lef t  in  the forest  dur ing norma] logging 6perat ions,  are
heavi ly  ut i l ised by woodchipping interests.  Ca1aby ( ] -966) points out
that  these t rees are cruciar  for  the surv ival  of  a wide range of  animals.
Birds which ut i l ise these t rees include owls,  owlet-n ight ja i ,  k ing-
f ishers,  t lo l lar-b i rd and t reecreepers.  Recent researci  i i  v ic tor ia,
(P.  Rardl insont  pe"s.  com.) ,  indlcates that  wi th some species these t rees

must be at  least  100 to 150 years of  age before they support  sui table
holrows for  wi ld l i fe.  under current  woodchip operal ion! ,  c learfe l l ing
rotat ions are usual ly  of  the order of  30 to 40 years.

southern Rainforests, 

t""""t AREA' AND HABTTATS

The rainforests of  south-east  eueensland and north-east  New south wares
support a nunlf,er of endemic, Iocalised species of bird. The Albert
Iyrebird (Menwa albertil is fairly conmon in subtropical rainforest
in some parts of  south-east  Queensland,  but  i ts  known distr ibut ion. is
extremely l in i ted.  According to regular  reports,  i t  appears to have
suf fered a dramat ic decl ine in numbers on Mt.  Tanbor ine.  I t  was also
reported f ron the Blackal l  Range (Cayley I93I) ,  but  the ra inforests
there have since been almost totally cleared leaving the bird no
sui table habi tat .



SUNBIRD 8 (4)

The rufous scrub-bird ( AtrLchornis rufescens) is confined to Antarctic
beech ( Notl.nfagus noorei.l forests in subtropical ancl temperate rainforest
a t  h igh  a l t i tudes .  Much o f  i t s  known d is t r ibu t ion  l ies  w i th in  ex is t ing
nat ionaL parks  and i t s  fu tu re  appears  secure  a t  th is  s tage as  i t  i s
the  coas ta l  ra in fo res t  sc rubs  o f  sou thern  Oueens land wh ich  have su f fe r -
ed  a t  the  hands o f  land  a leve lopers .

fn reference to the blue-bror.red or southern race of the fig parrot
( Opopsitta diophtlnlna coxenil, the naturalist R. It l idge in 1924 r.rrote
tl:alc "in ty'e BLaekaLL Range the scrubs are disappearing yearly at an enomoug
rate, and ttth them mst go these Litt le birds, as also most. others. Ihe eane is
occutring Dith the DtAguilar Rmge. ALL those I knat at Gympie are doun, and the
g?eater put of Brookfield Long since disappeared". This bird is confined
to the lowland scrubs of south-east oueenslanal and north-east New
South  ! {a les .  A  f lock  seen near  Bona lbo  feed ing  in  f ig  t rees  in  1962 is
the  on ly  pub l i shed re fe rence to  i t  s ince  1960,  a l though recent ly  two
b i rds  were  repor ted  f rom Lamington  Nat iona l  park  (Cor fe  1977) .  I t
was once conmon in the scrubs of southern Queensland, ancl in the lovr-
land ra in fo res ts  o f  the  'B ig  Scrubr  o f  nor th -eas t  Nev ,  South  Wales
hrh ich  has  s ince  been a lmost  to ta l l y  c leared  fo r  da i ry ing .  I t s  fu tu re
must  a t  th is  s tage be  cons idered doubt fu l .

Another  den izen o f  the  low land ra in fo res ts ,  the  b lack-breas ted  qua i l
(Tmix melarogasterl is confined. to eastern Queensland and north-eastern

New South  waIes .  I t  i s  a  g round-dwel le r  o f  the  low land scrubs  w i th  a
pro fus ion  o f  unders to rey  th icke ts  and is  cons idered to  be  ra re  th rough-
out  i t s  range.

The southern (plurned) race of the marblecl frogmouth (podargus oceLlatusl
i s  another  ra r i t y  s i rn i la r l y  con f ined in  d is t r ibu t ion .  Unt i I  recent ly ,
i t  was  known in  Queens land f rom on ly  two au thent ic  records ,  and in
New South Wales it has been recorded less than seven times from rain-
fo res ts  a t  Dor r igo ,  Be l l ingen,  woo lgoo lga  and L ismore .

Nor thern  Ra in fo res ts :

No less  than 13  spec ies  o f  b i ra ls  a re  conf ined to  the  ra in fo res ts  o f
the Cairns region in northern Queenslanal. Most are found conunonly in
the  ra in fo res ts  f rom jus t  sou th  o f  Cooktown to  Mt .  Spec  nor th  o f  To \dns-
v i l le .  Some are  res t r i c tea l  w i th in  the i r  range to  conf ined a l t i tuc l ina l
l imi-ts: the Atherton scrub-wren (Sericornis keyL) i-s restricted to the
highlands above 650 metres, and the golden bor./erbird (Prionoduz'a neutoniana\
does  no t  genera l l y  occur  be low 900 met res .  These spec ies  are  s t iL l
conrmon w i th in  the i r  res t r i c ted  range a l though a  grea t  dea l  o f
des t ruc t ion  o f  the i r  hab i ta t  has  occur red .  Less  than 108 o f  the
Ather ton  Tab le land scrubs  s t i l l  remain .

Once aga in ,  the  most  ser ious  damage in f l i c ted  to  da te  has  been upon
Iowland ra in fo res t .  Th is  hab i ta t  has  a l l  bu t  d isappeared in  coas ta l
northern Queensland south of the Daintree River and in that area
pers is ts  on ly  in  smal l  pockets .  I t s  so i l s  a re  favoured by  sugar  cane,
da i ry i -ng  and o ther  p r imary  indus t r ies .  Large  areas  o f  Iow land ra in -
fo res t  and ad jacent  mounta in  ranges ,  s t i l l  j -n  p r is t ine ,  na tura l  cond i t -
j -on ,  a re  to  be  found a long the  coas t  nor th  o f  the  Da in t ree  a lmost  to
Cooktown. It is of concern that the expansion of pastoral and tirnber
ac t iv i t ies  in  th is  reg ion  is  p lannec l .  A  number  o f  nor th  Queens land
ra in fo res t - inhab i t ing  b i rds ,  such as  the  wh i te - ta i led  k ing f isher
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(Tangsiptera sylui.a) and large-tailed nightjar (CqrimtLgus macrutuel are
restricted to lowland rainforest and do not occur at higher altitudes.
A number of others, including the rufous ow]- (Ni,rcn rufa) a\d casaowary
(Casuaxius casuayi.us) are much more numerous in rainforest at lower
al t i tudes.

Cape York Peninsula:

The lowland rainforests of the Iron Range-Mcllwraith Range complex on
Cape York Peninsula support the only known Australian populations of
the eclectus parrot (Eclectus roxatus), red-cheeked parrot (Geoffrcyus
geoffnoy[) and green-backed honeyeater (Glgaiclnera falla*,, the latter
being known only from the scrubs of the Claudie River. This legion
is a major stronghold in Australia for other species of papua-New Guinea
origin, such as the palm cockatoo (Probosciger aterri-ms) and nagnificent
rifle-bird @tiloris rcgnifieusl. It is believed that from a bird
conservat ion perspect ive,  i t  is  essent ia l  that  the ra inforests of  th is
region be afforded pernanent protection in the form of national park-
Iand.

Kikkawa (1976) notes that  I08 species of  water-b i rds and 258 species of
land-birds have been recorded from Cape York peninsula north of Latitude
16 . One species, the white-streaked honeyeater (Lichnera eocketelli.)
and a number of races are endemic to this region, often referred to as
the 'Cape York Wilderness'. Less than 5t of the landmass of the
peninsula is currently connitted to developnent, and it is consi-dered
that Queensland is in a unique position to instigate long-term planning
procedures in order to protect the important ornithologj-ca1 and other
natural  values in th is area.

Cape York Peninsula supports a mosaic of vegetation types including the
most extensive mangrove forests in Austra l ia,  Iarge t racts of  heath-
Iand,  and a var iety of  ra inforest ,  inc luding the pecul iar  scrubs of
Lockerbie near the tip of Cape york. A number of regretable j_nstances
have occurred on the peninsula in the past. One-tenth of the Lockerbie
scrubs, for example, r,rere cleared nearly ten years ago for a cattle
venture which has yet to develop.

Open woodland interspersed with termite-mounds in central Cape york
Penj-nsula is the habitat of the golden-shouldered parrot ( pseplntue
cLuysopterygius), pairs of which fetch up to 910,000 on the overseas
black market. There is some doubt about the present status of this
bird,  but  certa j -n ly many observers have reported di f f icul ty  in locat ing
it, and it seems to have alisappeared from parts of its range.

South-east  Queensland:

Situated less than 120 kj-lometres by road from Brisbane, the Conondale
Range contains a wide variety of vegetation ranging from dry open-
forest  on the western s lopes to wet sc lerophyl l  and ra inforest .  Four
major  types of  the lat ter  have been ident i f ied there,  inc luding forest
with close affinities with the scrubs of the Blackall Range and the'Big Scrub'  of  North-east  New South Wales,  most  of  which have long
been cleared. This region supports a great variety and abundance of,
b i r ds .

In October, 1975, the marbled (pluned) frogmouth (podargus ocellatus
plwrife?usJ was recorded in the Conondales (Roberts and Ingram 1977).
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r t  has s ince been noted in at  least  two rocal i t ies on regurar occasions,
and thus this is the first area in which this bird has b6en regularry
recorded. The fig parrot (0popsitta diophthatna) has been seen in the
conondales in the past., _severar pairs of powerfur owl- (Ninor stnemtal,
and_sooty owL (?yto tenebrieoea) are known. other rare species recordecl
include the brack-breasted quail ( Turnix nelanogastex) and. red goshawk
(Erytlrotriorehus ra.diatus). The area ries at or is close to the northern

distributional limit of the southern logrunner ( Orthonyr tminckiil,
red-,browed treecreeper. (Climacteris erytlwopsl, ner* hollarid honeyeater
(Phylidonyris nouaehollandiae) and the southein races of the soot; owl,

marbred frogmouth and pare-yelrovr robin (Eopsaltria capito). i*- is the
southern distributional rinit of the dusky-honeyeater (Myzmela obecural
and contains an abundance of fruit-pigeons and other rnorL common
rai-nforest  b i rds.

The major threat to the future of the conondares lies in the clearing
of rainforest and vret sclerophyll forest for hoop plne lAz,aucatia
cumingr'wni) prantations. Another practice of coniein is 'btackbutt
enr ichmentr  '  an operat ion which involves the c lear ing of  ra inforest
and replanting with a monoculture of Euca.LAptus pi,Lularia Selective
rogging is in operation throughtout the cbnondire Range and shourd be
carefurry contror led in future.  This area is  b io1o9i6ar1y so important
that its future should not be forsaken for forestry inter;sts without
there first being a complete and independent inquiiy into the conserv_
ataon needs of  the wird l i fe and forests found there.  A l is t  of  b i rds
recorded from the Conondales has been published (Roberts Lg77bl.

A total of L42 species of land birds are known from the coastal sand
mass of  cooroola,  (Roberts and rngram 1976).  The heaths of  the Noosa
Plain in particular support a number of rare species. The southern
emu-lrren (Stipitwue nnlachuyus ) is known in eueensland only frorn this
1o_c31J!y.. The grass @L $Vto Longinenbrie), turqoise parr6t (Neophena
pulchella ) and king quaLr (Ercalfaetoria ehinensis) have Leen recorcied
there.

Ingram (1975) has stressed the importance of  the Noosa pla in to the
future of the ground parrot (pezoporus uallieus) on mainland Australia.
Large numbers of  th is species occur in the heaths of  the Noosa pla in.
I t iuch of  i ts  habi tat  in Austrar ia has been destroyed and i t  is  consider-
ed to be a species in danger of  ext inct ion (FishEr et  aL.  L969).  Other
than Cooloola,  the onLy other areas on mainland Austra l ia of  note an
which ground parrots survive in numbers are Barron Grounds in New south
Wales,  Malacoota and wi lson's promitary in v ictor ia,  and T$ro people 's
Bay in western Austra l ia.

Regular  ccntro l led burning of  the ground parrot 's  habi tat  in Cooloola
has been conducted by the eueensland Department of Foresty for a number
of  years.  I t  is  bel ieveal  that  the mecha; ics of  th is k ind; f  operat ion
should be lef t  in the hands of  sk i l fu l  and observant  f ie ld sta i f ,  and
that burning should be preceded by a carefully prepared management
plan which shoul-d determine the dynamics ot ttris piactice and where
and when controLled burning should be conducted..

It has been suggested, that the eastern bristle-bird (Dasyomis btachyp-
terus\ has declined in numbers in south-east eueenslanal whlre it rs
patchily distributed anil confined to montane heaths. A number of
observers have comenteal on its disappearance from some rocalities in
Lami-ngton National park, and have suggested that this may be due to
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the exuberant density and height of heath which has resulted from fire-
prevention management. If these reports are confirmeal, clearly there
is a need for research into the habitat requirements of this species
as a matter  of  urgency.

The Urban Environment

"A11 remaining areas of natural and near-natural land close to centres
of settlement should be considered for their possible addition to the
reserve system" (Report  of  the Nat ional  Estate,  1974).  The presence
of native birds within the urban environment is dependent to a large
extent on the protection of areas of native vegetation within that
environment. The "9reen-vreclge" corriclor system in Melbourne, for
example,  has successful ly  preserved s izeable t racts of  bushland amongst
suburbj-a and, in rnany suburbs, a variety of native bird species can
be seen. In Brisbane, the protection of such areas as the Mouth Coot-
tha parklands and Sandgate Lagoons will ensure the occurrence of some
species withj-n Greater Brisbane for as long as their reserve status
is maintained. It is inportant that the further alienation of remain-
ing pockets of natural vegetation within to\dns and cities be prevented.

In the hone garden, native birals can be attracted by a nunber of means.
Sal ter  (1970) g ives some guidel ines on the most sui table p lant  species
to use. Those plants vrhich have open flowers, for example, Bo?otia,
Eriostemm and lhnyptanene, are of little use as a food supply to birds.
I t  is  possib le to select  a range of  p lants having suf f ic ient  var iety
in their respective flowering seasons to make fooal-proclucing blossoms
available all year round to a variety of honeyeaters and parrots.

Some natives, for example those members of the Calotlwntas genus and
some of the G"evillea genus, flower al1 year round. Salter's book
suggests a wide range of suitable trees to plant, including Gretsillea,
Calltstenen, EucalApl;us, Maleleuca, Bmksia and Acaeia species. As far as
possib le,  those t rees planted should preferably be nat ive to the
surroundj-ng area. A pond enhances both the beauty of the garden and
i ts appeal  to v is i t ing bi rc ls.

Wet lands

In re lat ion to the conservat ion needs of  waterfowl ,  i t  has been wel l
establ ished that  waterfowl  breeding habi tat  depends on the s ize and
frequency of  the f looding of  in land r ivers (Fr i th 1977b).  I t  is
obvious that  cont inued contro l  of  their  headwaters,  in the interests
of  water conservat ion,  has far-reaching adverse ef fects on waterfowl
breeding. The preservation of coastal swamplands and wetlands is the
second prerequisite to waterfovrl conservation. The prevention of
f looding in the in land r ivers by water conservat ion projects,  and
the lack of coastal swamps due to drainage, may ultimately have
devastating consequences for the breecling stock of most species of
Queens lanal  waterf  owl .

It has been estimated (Cowan 1973) that numbers of the nagpie goose
(Anseruns smtpalmatal, burdekin duck (Tadoma rad:jahl , freckled duck
(Stietonettarneuosa), white pygmy goose (Nettapus coronard.eli.anue), s?roveler
(Ams rhynchotls), chesnut teal (4. castanea )r grey teal ( a. gi,bbex.ifrone),

white-eyeCl duck (Aythya australtsl, blue-billed duck (Oxywa australiel
and pink-eared duck (Malacothynehus menbtmaceus) have decreased substant-
ia l ly  in nunbers s ince the year 1900. In coastal  Queensland south
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of Townsville where the burdekin duck was once quite conmon, for
example,  i t  now surv ives in smal l  numbers in a very few local i t ies,
such as the swarnps around st .  Lawrence.

Queensland is  st i l l  in  a re lat ively good posi t ion becuase large areas
of  wet land renain in south-western and northern Queensland.  I t  is
essent ia l  that  most  of  such areas,  l ike the Townsvi l le comon, be
af fordeal  protect ion as a matter  of  h igh pr ior i ty .

Mangroves :

A number of  Queenslancl  b i rds exist  a lmost  sole ly in mangroves,  inc lud-
ing the broaal-billeal flycatcher Wyiagra nufieolliel, white-breasted
r'thistler (PaehyeephaLa LanioidesJ and chesnut rail- ( Eulabeornis caatdtteo-
uentrisl. Mangrove forests become increasingly tall and complex the
further north they occur, and correspondingly the birdlife therej-n
becomes increasj-ngly aliverse and abundant. During a survey on Horn
Is land in the Torres stra i t ,  for  exampLe, 35 of  a tota l  of  61 species
recorded were found in mangroves, and no less than 12 species were
found only in rnangroves (Roberts L977a).

In recent  years,  massive alestruct ion of  mangroves in Queensland has
occurred.  Clear ing,  drain ing and f i l l ing around Moreton Bay has
destroyed large areas of mangroves, in aalalition to those forests around
Cairns,  Gladstone,  Noosa Heads and the Gold coast  to ment ion but  a
few local i t ies.  The discharge of  ta i l ings and other ef f luents into
the sea can kil-l mangroves and this has happened, for example, at
Tr in i ty  Bay near Cairns.  Mangroves are important  not  just  because
of the bi ra ls they support ,  but  for  their  part  in maintain ing sui table
mudflats and associated habitats which are the home of our migratory
and sedentary waders and Large numbers of other water-birds. The
destruction of these nud-trapping plant communities results in severe
si l t ing and erosing of  cont iguous mudf lats.

The Queensland Government's Coastal Management Study has recently
recornrnended that, except for those areas required for essential
waterf ront  uses,  the remaining areas of  mangroves and sal t  marsh of
s igni f icant  value to f isher ies or  other purposes in south-east
Queensland be preserved. It further recommends that important areas
of  f reshwater swamp be selected for  conservat ion purposes.

The Australian covernment has recently signeal a treaty with .tapan for
the protect ion of  migratory b i rds.  This agreement st ipulates that
each government shal l  endeavour to establ ish sanctuar ies and other
faci l i t ies for  the management and protect ion of  migratory b i rds.  The
two governments shall exchange data and publications regarding
research on migratory b i rc ls and shal l  encourage the formulat ion of
jo int  research programmes. The l is t  of  species covered by the Agree-
ment includes 27 members of the fanily Charadriidae and 39 other
species connon to both nat ions.

BIRD TRAPPING AND SMUGGLING

Bird-smuggl ing has certa in ly shown i ts  consequences on Queenslandrs
avi fauna. A number of  species are becoming increasingly rare in th is
state, such as the star finch (Bathildn rufieauda) and gouldian finch
(ChloebLa gouldiae). The southern form of the black-throated finch
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(Poephila eLncta cLncta), for example, was once quite common in parts of
south-east Queensland, and throughout its range which extends to the
Atherton Tabl-eland. It is now confined to a very few pockets of
favoured habitat.

In its report on fauna trafficking, the llouse of Representatives
Standing Conmittee on Environment and Conservation notes that penalties
in existing fauna legislation act as little deterrent to fauna
traffickers and reconmends increased penalties. The Comnittee
recornmended that the Conunonwealth covernment establish within the
Bureau of Customs a permanent, full-time National Fauna Squad and
a central fauna trafficking intelligence unit. It further reconunend.ed
that the existing Council of Nature conservation I'{inisters (nhich
consists of ministers from all states responsible for the environnent)
consider, as a matter of urgency, uniformity and adequacy of legislat-
ion between the states anal territories so that neighbouring states
and terr i tor ies have legis lat ion that  is  not  in conf l ic t .  The
Conmittee strongly reconunended that the Conmon\realth Government give
additional financial support to the current Biological Resources
Study and to other research to firmly establish the extent of
Austra l iar  s wi ld l i fe populat ions.

CONCLUDING COMMENTS

There is an important role for amateur and professional ornithologists
to play in assisting the conservation of birds and their environment.
The appalling paucity of research data on the distribution, abundance
and ecology of birds ancl their conservation need.s has already been
referred to. The recording, collation and presentation of observations
in the f ie ld by orni thologists sr i l l  help neet  th is need. Furthermore,
there is  a strong case for  the constant  survei l lance by natural is ts
of  areas considered to be of  importance to wi ld l i fe conservat ion,
potential national parks anal reserves, and developments which may
constitute some threat to wildlife. The enhancement of the urban
environment for birds can also be improved by the inclividual in his
or her own garden.
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NOTES ON BIRDS IN THE DARWIN AND NORTHERN

AREAS OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

H . A . F . I I { O M P S O N

INTRODUCTION

The status and distribution of nany bird species in the Northern
Territory is imperfectly knovrn, even in the relatively densely settled
area around Darwin. There is no handbook of birds in the Darirj_n area,
the main sources of  infornat ion being Crahrford (1972) and Storr  (1977).
The checkl is t  by Storr  (1977) re l ies mainly on publ ished records.  The
lack of  a local  journal  for  the publ icat ion of  s ight  records,  which
may not  be of  suf f ic ient  interest  for  interstate or  nat ional  publ ic-
at ions,  causes many observat ions to be unrecorded in the l i terature.

This paper records observations by the author as well as those from
other people who have been active in the Darwin area (see Acknowled-
gements for initial, code). The account is rather fragmentecl, but the
species and their records have been chosen to consolidate or add Eo
our exist ing knowledge of  b i rds in the Darwin area,  as publ ished by
Crar. / ford () .9721, and add informat ion to Storrrs (1977) checkl is t_
Some field descriptions are included in the text where they are of
interest .  Al1 records have been checked to ensure correct  ident i f ic-
at ion.  The terms 'dry seasonr (May to October) ,  and rwet seasonl
(November to April), are used rather than the custotnary four seasons
of temperate climates. Crawforal (1972) gives a short sunmary of the
geographical and vegetational features of the Darwin area.

SPECIES LIST

Emu D?omaius nooaeholLmdi.ae

J.  McKean (pers.  coNn.)  considers the species to be th in ly
dist r ibuted on the subcoastal  p la ins,  rather than rare or  absent
as suggested by Storr  (L97'1) .  There are several  records f rom
the plains to the south-west of Darwin, from north-vrest of
Adelaide River to$rnship and parts of  the Daly drainage (CC, JMK).

Species records are:

somet ime 1972: I  Black Fe11ow Creek crossing,  Daly River Road
( J w ) ;

20 March 1973: I  h i t  by car about 15 kn north of  Adelaide River
township (CD);

15 July 1973: I  aalu l t  wi th two chicks on the wangi  Road, about
50 km south of  Darwin (HT);

15 August  19732 2 between J immy's Creek on the OId point  Stuart
Road (JB, pp) t

17 August  1973: I  hal f -grown bird near Howard Spr ings,  about 24
km south-east  of  Darwin (DH);
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18  Augus t  1973 :  I  Gunn  Po in t  (DH) .

Wedge-tai led shear$rater Puffinus pacificus

An occasional  wet season v is i tor ,  of ten af ter  storms. The
fol lowing records are in addi t ion to those in Storr  (L9771 z

3  Janua ry  1975 :  I  Eas t  Po in t ,  Da rw in  (HT ) t

23  Janua ry  L9762  L  Lee  Po in t ,  Da rw in  ( JE ,  QJ I ;

13 February L977: a beach-washed specimen picked up on th is date
rt Rapid Creek, Darwin and later handed to AS.

Bror^rn booby SuLa leucogaster

J. McKean (pers. cornm.) found this species cornmon in the GuIf of
Carpentar ia in the dry seasons of  1956, 1967 and L972. I t  is
probably a regular visitor in small nurnbers to the Darwin area
i-n the wet season. There are also recent records of birds in the
dry season in Darwin.

19  Augus t  1977 :  I  adu l t ,  o f f  Lee  po in t  (HT ) t

20 August  1977: up to 10,  6-ni le rnarker,  Darwin Harbour (CD).

Black cormorant Phalacrocorat carbo

This species was not  recorded by Crar. r ford (19721, and was 'bracket-
ed'  by Storr  (1977) who apparent ly  regarals a l l  the Northern
Terrj.tory records as dubious and co[unents that most of them are
from observers who fail to mention p. suleirostris. Atthough its
status remains uncerta in,  the fo l lowing records are presented:

12-13 August  1972: 2 of f  Wangi  Roacl ,  about 40 km south of  Darwln
(HT)  t

t l  Septenber 19?6: I  near the Victor ia River at  about 15040'
I 3 O O 5 5 '  ( F C ,  T W ,  J E ) ;

29 Novenber 1976: I  Sanderson Sevrage Ponds,  Darwin (pR);

Nov/Dec.  1976t present at  Low Level  Reserve,  Kather ine (MR)t

I  January 1977: s ingle b i rd at  Low Level ,  Kather ine (MR);

26 May 1977, s ingle b. i rd at  Low Level ,  Kather ine (MR)t

16 June 1977: s ingle b i rd at  Low Level ,  Kather ine (MR)t

14 November 1976: I  near Sweet 's  lookout on the Finniss River
( J E ,  A H ) ;

3  Augus t  1977 :  5  Kapa lga  (RG,  JE ,  AH) ;

18 September 1977: I  Seven-ni le Lagoon, Wi ldnan Rj-ver (CD, SH, AT,
HT)  .
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Pi-ed cormorant Phalactoco?a,& oaniua

Storr  (1977) is  scept ical  of  s ight  records for  th is species and
considers the only authentic record is that of a specimen collected
near Darwin on 8 Decenber 197I. He seems to exaggerate the diffic-
ulties of distinguishing this species frotn p. melattoleucoe and his
srumary of its status as 'uncertain' does not refelct the true
si tuat ion.  J.  McKean (pers.  comm.) has seen the species on numerous
occasions along the coasts of Arnhen Land and the Gulf of Carpent-
ar ia.  J.  McKean also states that  the species has been seen nlst ing
on an island in the Sir Ednard Pellew croup in the GuIf of Carpent-
aria, and in rnangroves along Cooper's Creek near Cannon Hill on the
subcoastal plains. Ile further rernarks that it probably breeds on
Maria Island in the GuIf of Carpentaria, where nests attributable
to th is species have been found. As a mar i t ime species,  i ts  occur-
rence is likely to have been underestimated by lancl-based observers.
Some of the following records suggest that the Victoria River drain-
age may be another area where the species could be corntnon.

In Darwin, it seems to be a dry season vagrant:

16 March 1974: 1,  Sanderson Senage ponds,  Darwin (JMKr JE);

30 November L9742 L,  Sanderson (DS, JMK);

1,  Sanderson (PR, HT) i

1,  Sanderson (HT) t

1, between Gunn Point and the Soitth-nest vernon
IsIand;

at least 6 on the Victoria River near Tiniber
C reek  (CD ,  SH) ;

1,  west  Baines River at  v ictor ia u ighvray (CD, sH);

18 Septenber L9772 3,  Seven-mi le Lagoon, Wi ldman River (CD, HT).

Yellow-billed spoonbill Platalea flatsipes

The status of  th is species is  st i l l  uncerta in,  a l though i t  seems to
be at  least  an occasional  dry season v is i tor  to the northern
coastal  p la ins.  In Kather ine i t  may be a regular  \det  season v is i tor
in small nunbers (MR). The following records add to those publish-
ec l  by  C raw fo rd  ( 1972 ) :

14  Augus t  1975 :

2 t4ay 1977 z

11  June  1977 :

19  Ju l y  1977 :

2 l  Ju l y  1977 :

14  June  1975 :

15  Augus t  1976 :

2  Ju l y  1977 :

9  Ju l y  1977 :

15  , I u l y  1977 :

l ,  Muire l la Park (HT) j

1 ,  nea r  Bea t r i ce  H i l l  ( JE ) ,

l ,  Marrakai  area (PR);

I ,  Leanyer Swamp, Oarwin (HT);

1,  Leanyer Swamp, Darwin (HT);

3 Septenber L9772 3,  near Beatr ice Ei l l  (NM, HT).
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Black swan CAgnus a.t?atus

storr  (1977) g ives th is species the status of  a rare vagrant  to
the Northern Terr i tory,  north to Avon Downs and notes Parkerrs
(1969) breeding records for  the wet years L966-7.  There is  a
recent record north of  th is area and two f rom the coastaL pla ins:

8  A p r i l  1 9 7 7 :

22 tqay I97L:

I ,  L a k e  W o o d s  ( C C ) ;

1 ,  T h r i n g  c r e e k  ( r 2 o 4 5 ' , / 1 3 1 0 5 3 ' )  ( r M ) ;

1 l .  Oc tobe r  L972 :2 ,  nea r  A l l i ga to r  Head ,  Ma r raka i  (PT ) .

carganey Arcs querquedula

one record f rom Darwin:

2  Ma rch  1975 :  ] . ,  Sana le r son  (HT ) .

The bird was on water with five black duck lnas superciltosa. The
garganey was " teal-s ize" and obviously smal ler .  The upperparts
were a mottled bro\dn, being browner than a grey teal, ,4. gtbberi-
f ronsl  the underparts were also buf fer  than that  species.  There
were distinct head-markings of a dark-brown crown-stripe and a
line through the eye. In flight the garganey shovred a dark-green
speculum, edged vr i th whi te,  ancl  pale b lue-grey wing-coverts,
indicat ing a nale in ecl ipse plumage. The observer has had
previous f ie ld exper ience wi th the species in Europe.

Letter-$ringed kite Elanus seriptus

From June l-977 on$rarals there was a small irruption of this species
around Dan'rin. To my knovrledge these are the first records for
th is species for  the northern part  of  the Northern Terr i tory.

4  June  1977 : I ,  near Lee Point ,  Darwin (DJ).  F j - rst  Darwin
record.

June/July 1977: subsequent observations in the sanderson/Leanyer
area of  Darwin,  several  observers (AS, CD, SH, CP,

;:]""rtt,li3ii tHi,ft'u" 
present and photo-

l -6 June 1977: 1 k i l led at  Animal  rndustry anal  Agr icul ture
Branch farm, about 18 kn north of Katherine;
also photographic record (MR).

square-tailed kite Lophoicti.nia tsura

Storr  (1977) seems wary of  most  s ight-records of  th is species
and suggests in h is accounts of  i t  and the black-breasted
buzzard HoniTostra nelanostemat that they can be confuseal wlth
each other and also with black kites MiLtus reigrans. Personal
exper ience suggests that  most  observers can dist inguish the
three species wi thout  too much t rouble.  The name "square-ta i led"
has caused a nunber of  people to mis ident i fy  b lack k i tes r . th ich
somet imes have square-t ipped ta i ls .
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16 october 1972: 1,  about 17 kn north of  Adelaide River
township (GR, IM, JMK) t

28  Ju l y  1974 :

14  June  1975 :

25  Ju l y  1975 :

1 August  1975:

23 l {ay 19772

3 I  Ju l y  1977 :

I, junction of Oenpelli and Goodparla Roaals
(HT)  ;

1,  near ! , ludginberry Stat ion (HT);

I ,  Ranger stat ion,  South Al l igator  River (HT) t

I ,  Phi l l ip  Creek,  Stuart  Highrday (JE),

l, Low Level Reserve, Katherine (MR) i

1,  South Al l igator  River crossing on E1
sherana Road, near UDP Fal1s turn-of f  (JE).

Black-breasted kite EarLrostta nelarcstermun

I suggest  that  storr  (1977) is  wrong in imply ing that  th is species
is relatively scarce in the northern part of the Northern Territory,
and perhaps more surpr is ing is  Crawfordrs (1972) onission of  the
species from his Darwin list, mentioning it only under Lophotctinia

iswa. Slater  (1970) omits i t  f rom his d ist r ibut ion map north
of about 15 clegrees latitude. Atl this published inforrnation j.s
misleading as the species seems to be conmon around the northern
coastal  p la ins,  somet imes v is i t ing the f r inges of  Darwin.  Also,
the species does not  present any f ie ld ident i f icat ion problems.

Most observers farniliar with the species in the Darwin area agree
that  i t  has a very d ist inct ive f l ight-sty le,  t i l t ing f rom side
to s ide vrhen gl id ing on upswept wings.  I t  has a not iceably short ,
rounded tail. Dark phase birds are almost unmistakeable with
very dark underparts. Only the dark local subspecies of the
brown falcon Falco berigora neloillensi.s may be confused \rith it
for  i t  has a s imi lar  g l id ing f l ight .  The bro$rn fa lcon,  however,
has a much longer ta i l  and lacks the whi te rbul ls-eyes'usual ly
present on the wings of  the dark phase black-breasted k i te.

Between l-974 and 1977 there are numerous records and a road-killed
specimen from the Humpty Doo area, about 50 km south-east of
Darwin (JE, PR, JMK, HT).  The author has personal  records f rom

' the Darwin area,  Mary River,  Pine Creek,  Larr imah, f rom near
Copperfield Creek on the Claravale Road and frorn several points
04 the Arnhem High\ray, east of Darwin. The species has also been
recorded f rom Kather j -ne,  Pine Creek and Roper Bar (MR).  I t  is  at
Ieast  an occasional 'carr ion eater .  The Humpty Doo road-ki l1
appeared to have been feeding on a dead agile v/allaby Wallabia agilis
and the author has seen a bird on the carcase of a rdater-buffal-o
Bubalus bubalis.

Black falcon FaTco subnigen

storr  (1977) g ives no records for  th is species north of  Dunmarra
(16040 ' , / 133025 ' )  and  c raw fo rd  ( 1972 )  does  no t  men t i on  i t  a t  a l l .
It is kno\dn to occur on the coastal plains east of Darwin but its
status there is unknown. There was a small irruption of this
species in the Darwin area dur ing the 1977 dry season and th is may
be related to a s imi lar  increase in let ter-winqeal  k i tes at  the
same t ime (see above).
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l ] -  June 1973: l ,  about 30 km west  of  Stuart  Highway on Daly
River Road (JMK) t

15 November 1973: I  Humpty Doo (CPR);

29  Ap r i l  1974 :  1 ,  nea r  Ho lmes  Jung le ,  Da rw in  ( IM ) ;

I I  June 1976: I ,  Arnhem Highway between south Al l igator  River
and F1ying Fox Creek (J!4K, HT);

11 June 1976: l ,  near Humpty Doo (J!4K);

There are several undated records for the Hunpty Doo area. At
the time of writing, details of records in the Danrin area for
the 1977 i r rupt ion were:

12 June 19773 1,  near CSIRO, Berr i tnah (JE),

26 Jrone 19772 2,  Sanderson (cB, JE)t

2 July 1977: 1,  Darwin ai rport  (PR);

9  Ju l y  1977 :  l ,  nea r  Ho lmes  Jung le  (HT ) ;

9  Ju I y  1977 :  1 ,  Sande rson  (HT ) ;

7 August  1977: 1,  Holmes Jungle Swanp (RG, €P, JE, HT);

14 August  1977: I ,  Buf fa lo Creek (CD, SE, AT, HT) t

21 August  1977: I ,  Leanyer Swanp (AT, HT).

Black- tai led native-hen GaLLi.nuLa oenttali.s

The following seems to be the most northerly record for the
Terr i tory:

13 April 1e7s3 l;r;o::'.i3 5t"ill'lr!i#'1ii:""1i:"'"'"-
Sooty oystercather Eaanatopus fuligittosus ophthahricus

J.  McKean (pers.  cornm.)  suspects that  the dist r ibut ion of  th is
species coincicles with the coral reefs over \rhich it prefers
to feed. It is far more conmon around offshore islands and
their  associated coral  reefs than i t  is  on the mainland coasts.
Mc(ean (pers.  cornm.)  has found i t  on the vernon Is.  of f  Darwin,
on Mar ia Is. ,  and on the s i r  Edr. rard Pel lew group' in the Gul f
of  Carpentar ia.

The species is found around the Gove peninsular and although
Off icer  (1976) does not  record i t  f ron that  are. ,  Boekel  (1975)
recorded i t  once in ten months.  R.  Grant  (pers.  comn.)  has
recorded it fron the Gove area and the vrriter has one record:

3  Ju I y  1977 :  1 ,  wa l l aby  Beach  (HT ) .
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The species seems to be a scarce visitor around Dartrin.
Crawford (1972) publ isheal  one personal  record f rom Lee Point .
There are two subsequent records from the same place:

I  Septenber 1975: I ,  L e e  P o i n t  ( H T ) ,

23 January-25 March L977..  I ,  Lee Point  (HT, . lE) .

Red-kneed dotterel Ergtlwogonye cinctus

Status uncertain, but apparently an erratic alry season visitor
which is  somet imes fa i r ly  conrmon. Fol lowing Crawfordrs (1972)
two records in 1959 for Leanyer S\damp, there have been no records
un t i l  1975 :

21 June-I4 Septenber 1.975:  present at  Sanalerson,  wi th a naximum
of about 35 on 6 JuIy (HT) t

15 August-2 December 1975: present at  Sanderson (HT);

4 -8  May  1977 :  1 ,  Sande rson  (AS ,  PR) .

There are at least two recent records from outside Darwin:

13  Ju I y  1975 :  3 ,  Fogg  Dam (HT) t

11 Apr i l  1977: 2,  Kather ine Se\rage Ponds (UR).

Wandering tattler IrLnga incana

Apart  f rom H.B. c i l l 's  record of  a b i rd at  Fannie Bay,  Darwin,
as quoted by Storr  (1977) there are no other records for  the
Northern Terr i tory.  Condon (1975) regaraled i t  as conmon but
this probably stems from Crawforal (1972) who considered the two
tattlers to be conspecific and used the name ?. ineana for l.lj.e
grey-ta i leal  species which is  a regular  v is i tor .

Redshank Iringa totanus

There is at least one more record to add to the three cited bv'  
Storr  (1977) z

14: I5 Novenber 1975: I ,  S a n d e r s o n  ( P R ,  H T ) ;

A medium-sized vrader of typical Trtngabui\d, upperparts browner
than ?. rebulnrla. Next to I. etagnatilis eras much larger, stockier
and browner on the upperparts. BilI qrange-ye1low with black
t ip;  legs orange-yel low, suggest ing an immature bi rd.  In f l ight
it showed a barred tail, white rump and large white patches on
the secondar i -es.  I ts  cal l  was a melodious rr tu- Ierr  when f lushed.
The author is famiU-ar with the species in Europe and also in
Timor where i t  probably winters (McKean et  aL.  L975).

Brialled tern Sterrc maetheta

Storr  (1977) ment ions th is species as being storm-blo\dn in 1973
and 1974. There is  an addi t ional  record:
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22  Feb rua ry  1975 :  1 ,  Lee  Po in t  (HT ) .

Domestic pigeon Colunba Liuia

This species is  not  recorded by ei ther Storr  ( ] -977) or  Crawford
(19721 ,  nor speci f ical ly  for  the Northern Terr i tory by Condon
(1975).  The species now seems to be establ ished in Darrdin and
apparent ly  at  Nhulunbuy/cove (BoekeI 1976).

Flock pigeon Phaps hisLnionica

An occasional visitor to Darwin, with seven records bet\deen
March 1974 and Decenber 1976. Maximum f lock was:

2 Septenber L974: 25,  near Holmes Jungle (JMK, HT).

Barn swallow Eit'undo ntstica

There are at least five more records of this species to aald to
those detai led by Klapste (1977) for  the Northern Terr i tory.
I t  may be a regular  wet season v is i tor  in smal l  numbers;  a l l
eight records are betr,reen 10 Septenber and 30 March. The
unpubl ished records are:

15 February 1974: 15,  a long the Adelaide River,  about 10 km
north of  Humpty Doo. One col lected -  CSIRO
Aus t .  Na t .  W /L .  Co l l .  No .  17009 t

30  March  1974 :  l ,  Sande rson  ( JMK,  HT ) ;

2 Novernber 1974: I ,  Holmes Jungle Swamp (JMK, HT)t

10  sep tenbe r  1976 :  2 ,  sande rson  (HT ) ;

19 November 1976: I ,  Sanderson (AT, PR, HT).

yellow r4ragtail Motaci.Lla flaua

There are three recent records of this species which may be a
regular  migrant  or  wet season v is i tor  in smal l  nunr l f ,ers.  In
adtlition there are several other records for which no details
are avai lable.

3 l  Decenber 1973: 3,  East  Point ,  Darwin,  inc lucl ing one adul t
b i r i l  (HT) ;

23  May  1975 :  I  ma le ,  Sande rson  (HT ) ,

30  Sep tember  1976 :  2 ,  Sande rson  (LR) ;

13  Ap r i l  1977 :  I  ma le ,  Sande rson  (HT ) .

The 1975 and l9?7 bi . ra ls both had br ight  yel low underparts,  paler
on the vent ,  s t rongly unclu lat ing f l ight  and a pers istent ly
repeated "weet"  cal l .  The 1977 bir i l  was cLosely observed and.
had an ol ive-green back,  b lackish wings,  b lackish ta i l  wi th whi te
outer  ta i l  feathers.  The head was a blue-grey wi th a whi te eye-
brow.
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The author has experience of several subspecies of M. flaDa and also
the grey wagtail MotaciLla einenea in Europe and South-east Asia.
Under fair conditions there shoulal be littLe problem in disting-
uishing M, cinerea on back colour, relative length of tail, and
the cal l  which is  qui te d ist inct .

Gouldian frnch Erytlwuta goul&iae

It seems that this species was regularly seen in Dan^rin ten or
fifteen years ago and actually breeds near the site of Danrin hospital
at  Kahl in (DJ).  Apart  f rom undateal  records (CF) there have been
two recent records not obviously attributable to aviary escapees:

25 August  1974: about 15 in a garden in Fannie Bay;  most ly
juvenj . Ie b i rds (DG) t

L3  March  1977 : 2 ,  D y n a h  B e a c h ,  D a r l v i n  ( C P ) .
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A SPECIMEN RECORD OF HUTTON,S SHEARWATER

FROM BOOBY ISLAND,  QUEENSLAND

D. P .  VERNON

During the night  of  3 Apr i l  L976, a specimen of  Huttonrs shearwater,
Puffinus huttoni , flew into the lighthouse on Booby Island, Torres
S t ra i t ,  10 "38 'S . ,  14 I -5 I ' 8 .  and  was  k i l l ed .  I t  was  we ighed ,  measu red ,
colour notes obtained anal then preserveal in alcohol by Mrs, Ann
llersom. In due course, the specimen r^ras alonated to the Queensland
l'luseum, where it was prepared as a study skin with $rings outstretched
and  was  t hen  reg i s t e red  016479 .

This is  the f i rs t  specimen record for  Oueensland and the most norther ly
record for  the species.  Pr ior  to th is,  species dist r ibut ion for
Queensland r,vas kno$rn from three sight records which were cited by
Corben, Roberts and Ingram (L974\.  The authors stated "An observat ion
of  Huttonrs sheanvater was made on 12 May 1971, when Michael  J.  Carter ,
who had f ie ld exper ience of  Hutton's sheanrater  in v ictor ia,  anal  H.B.
Gi1l  were t ravel l ing by boat  between Mission Beach and Beaver Cay,
North Queensland (carter ,  pers.  conm.) .  Good v iqws of  a s ingle P.
hu t t on iwe re  ob ta i ned  no t  f a r  f r om  Beave r  Cay  (17 "50 ' 5 . ) . . . . Less  t han  a
month later ,  on 5 June 197I,  one of  us (C.C.)  observed a s ingle
Huttonrs shearwater f rom Point  Lookout,  North stradbroke Is land
(27025 ' s . ,  153033 '8 . ) . . . . and  a  f l ock  o f  abou t  t r . r e l ve  f l u t t e r i ng  shea r -

waters and one Hutton's shearwater was encountered on calm hrater  east
o f  t he  sou the rn  t i p  o f  Mo re ton  r s l and  Q7o2 I ' s . ) "  on  12  Augus t  1973 .

Distr ibut ion of  the species is  g iven by the Checkl is t  Commit tee (F.C.
K insky ,  Conveno r ) ,  o rn i t ho log i ca l  Soc ie t y  o f  New  Zea land  (1970 ) ,  as
"Breeding seaward Kaikoura Range from about 4000 ft; ranging south to
Banks Peninsula, north to the Auckland area and west to the Great
Austra l ian Bight" .  Apart  f rom the recent  Queensland reports,  Austra l ian
distr ibut ion was provi i led by serventy,  serventy and warham (1971) as "A
regular  v is i tor  to the seas of f  south Austra l ia (Kangaroo Is land),  less
of ten to western Austra l ia and rarely to New South wales."  McGiI I  ( l -960)
I is ts the f lut ter ing shearwater,  P.  gaoia,  but  not  P.  hut toni .  in h is
species l is t  of  the bi rds of  New south wales.

Of i ts  migratory movements,  Condon (1975) says "Leaves N.z.  seas dur ing
au tumn  and  re tu rns  i n  sp r i ng  o f t en  r " r i n t e r i ng  o f f  N .S .W. ,  V i c .  and  S .A . ,
. . . . r eaches  sou th  wes te rn  Aus t ra l i a  on  occas ions . "  Co rben ,  Robe r t s
and Ingram (1974) bel ieve that  "Hutton's shearwater is  probably a
regul-ar ,  i f  somerarhat  rare v is i tor  to the south eastern coast  of  Queens-
land,  but  that  i ts  occurence in the north is  nost  l ikely to be accia lent-
a l . "  The north Queensland records are Apr i l  and May and future observ-
ations may show a movement up the coast of Queenslaid after the breed-
j -ng season. Data on the nest ing of  th is species in the north-east  of
the South Is land of  New Zealancl  is  provided by Harrow (1965).

Criteria for separating P. huttoni from P. gauia and from the larger
Manx shearwater, P. puffinus, are providecl in a table by Kinsky and
Fo! ' r ler  (1973).  In P.  hut toni  the under-r4 ' ing covert  feathers are of f -
white r"rith dark shafts and smualgy brown outer vanes and the under tail
covert  feathers are whi te but  wi th the lateral  feathers having dark
brown edges on the outer vanes. The longest unaler tail covert feathers
are i"rhite, and smudged with brown toward the tips.
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Details of the specimen 016479 are as follows: Sex unknown, weight
250 9. ,  tota l  length 335 t run,  wingspan 715, wing 215,  ta i l  69,  tarsus
41.5,  culmen 37,  n iddle toe and c law 50.  I r is  was dark brown, b i l l
b lack,  tarsus and vrebbed feet  p ink and black.

Grateful thanks are due to Mrs. Ann Herson and two the National parks
and Wi ld l i fe Service,  Queensland,  who providecl  her wi th a permit  to
save light-house fatality birds for the Queensland Museum.
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REVIEWS

WILD AUSTRALIA by  DougLas Dorwood,  i l l us t ra ted  by  John O1sen,  Co1 l ins ,
Sydney.

The cur ren t  j -n te res t  j -n  Aus t ra l ian  w i ld l i fe  has  been marked by  a  p ro-
l i fe ra t ion  o f  books  dea l ing  w i th  var j .ous  aspec ts  o f  our  na t ive  p lan ts ,
an ima ls  and landscape.

Unfortunately, many of the non-technicaL works have often been marred
by  inaccurac ies ,  poor  s tandards  or  ob tuseness .

I t  i s ,  there fore ,  qu i te  re f resh ing  to  f ind  tha t  WILD AUSTRALIA depar ts
qu i te  s ign i f i can t ly  in  p resenta t ion ,  fo rmat  and scope f rom i ts  o f ten
inelegant contemporaries. Although the book is based on an ABC telev-
j-sion series of the same name, WILD AUSTRALIA is not simply a rehash
of  the  Te lev is ion  scr ip ts .  Dorwood and Olsen have produced a  book
which  is  in  many respec ts ,  qu i te  s j -ngu la r  in  i t s  approach to  r ,vha t  i s
now a  we l l  worn  sub jec t .

The book  has  two themes.  F i rs t ,  b i rds  and men.  A l though,  the  expressed
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theme is  the  e f fec t  o f  men on  b j - rds ,  i t  i s  obv ious  tha t  the  book  t rea ts
the  reverse  theme -  the  aes the t ic  exper ience o f  be ing  invo lved w i th
b i rds .  The t rea tment  o f  nen/b i rds  cou ld  eas i l y  become one o f  g loom

and pess imism.  S ign i f i can t ly ,  Dorwood and Olsen,  h th i le  no t  pa in t ing
an exac t ly  rosy  p ic tu re  have succeeded in  avo id ing  the  rhe tor ica l
dognat ism so  o f ten  present  in  "conserva t ion"  o r ien ted  t rea tments .

The second theme concerns the natural landscape and the subtleness of
na tura l  beauty .  Other  books  have inves t iga ted  th is  sub jec t ,  the
attempts varying from superfi-cia}, as in AUSTRALIA IN COLOUR' to soPh-
is t i ca ted  as  in  CRADLE COUNTRY.  Among "orn i tho log ica l "  works  we f ind
Pizzeyts A TItt lE TO LOOK or Sharland's BIRDS OF TI{E SUN attenpting to
cover  essent ia t l y  s in i la r  g round as  WILD AUSTRALIA.  However ,  a l l  these
books use conventionaL format-text and photoqraphs. Dor$tood and Olsen
have ex tended these ned ia ,  as  Dorwood observes  in  the  in t roa luc t ion ,

"some things the camera could not alo, this is where John Olsen
c a m e  i n .  H e  c o u l - d  s e e . . . . . s u b t l e t i e s  e x t r e m e l y  w e I I ;  h e  d i d
n o t  j u s t  i l l u s t r a t e  b i r d s , "

o lsen succeeds adn i rab ly  in  captur ing  these subt le t ies .  H is  abs t rac t '
express ion is t ,  a lmost  o r ien ta l  s ty le  o f  i l l us t ra t ion  (see fo r  example

"Frog in  the  Ra in" ,  p .  116)  captures  a  fea ture  o f  h is  sub jec ts  (an

e s s e n c e ? )  w h i c h  " f i e l d  g u i d e "  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  r a r e l y '  i f  e v e r  d o .

o lsen h imse l f  f ree ly  admi ts  the  captur ing  the  " fee l ing  fo r  the  who le"
is  more  impor tan t  to  h in  than is  the  express ion  o f  pure ly ,  log ica l
re la t ionsh ips .  Anyway '  "accura te"  por t raya l  o f  the  sub jec ts ,  e .9 .
a l b a t r o s s e s  ( c h .  2 ) ,  o r  e a g l e s  ( c h .  3 )  i s  a v a i l a b l e  v i a  t h e  e x c e l l e n t
qua l i t y  photographs .

The book  remains  a  syn thes is  o f  tex t ,  photograph and i l lus t ra t ion  -

each supp lement ing  and ex tend ing  the  o thers .  Each chapter  aPpears
to  have been care fu l l y  p lanned to  max imize  the  impact  o f  each e lement .
For  example ,  Iead ing  each chapter  i s  a  fu l - l  page photograPh or  i l l us t r -
a t ions  -  h in t ing  a t  the  exper iences  to  fo l low.

In  conc lus ion ,  the  end resu l t  i s  a  p leas ing ,  w i t ty  and en ter ta in ing
book.  My favour i te  chapters  were  "A lba t ross  Is landr ' ,  "Above the  Gorge" '

"To  the  Escarpment "  and "The Reced ing  Wet lands" .  one is  le f t  to  hope

tha t  more  books  o f  th is  qua l i t y  a re  to  be  fo r thcoming.

Gregory  V .  Czechura .

BIRDS OF THE NORTHERI I  TERRITORY by  G.M.  S tor r ,  Spec .  Pub l .  West .  Aus t .
I { u s . ,  N o .  7 ,  L 9 7 7 , 1 3 0  p p .  P r i c e  $ 3 . 5 0  ( p 1 u s  6 0 C  p o s t a g e ) .

Th is  pub l i ca t ion  is  a  rev is ion  o f  the  L is t  o f  Nor thern  Ter r i to ry  B i rds
(Spec.  PubL.  West .  Aus t .  Mus.  No.  4 )  b rought  ou t  in  1967 and a lso  hr r i t ten

by  Glen  Stor r .  For  those who are  fami l ia r  w i th  s to r r ' s  l i s t  o f  Queens-
Land b i rds  (  Spec .  P t t l :L .  t les t .  Aus t .  Mas.  No.  5 ) ,  compar isons  be tween i t

and the  present  l i s t  a re  inev i tab le .  The most  no t ib le  c l i f fe rence
between the  t r to  i s  the  hard  cover  o f  the  oueens land L is t .  Th is  was

exce l -1ent  fo r  f ie ld  use  bu t  i t  caused the  pr ice  to  be  excess ive  fo r  most
p e o p l e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  l i s t ' s  s o f t  c o v e r  w i l l  s h o w  t h e  w e a r  b u t  i t s
reasonab le  p r ice  makes up  fo r  i t .
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The list is prefaced by a short introduction where we are told that the
scope of the paper is generally the same as in the previous Northern
Territory list. Hovrever' the bibliography has been otnitted, the gazet-
teer is linited to place names mentioned in the text, and taxonomic
references cited in the previous list anal in the Queensland list are
not repeated. The introaluction is followed by the main body of the text
which is excellently set out in phylogenetic order of the families. The
notable changes in format from Storrrs two previous lists are the use
of species as the basj-c unit and not the subspecies and the corollary
of no conmon names for subspecies. The text is followed by an inform-
at ive gazet teer,  and f inal ly  the index.

Comparisons of the number of taxa listecl in the two Northern Territory
t j .s ts y ie lded the fo l lowing f igures.  rn the f i rs t  l is t ,  345 species
rdere l is ted wi th 1 l  species wi th 2 or  more subspecies.  In the second
l is t ,  380 species are l is ted wi th 19 rr i th two or  more subspecies includ-
ing,  the grey fantai l  wi th four.  A hybr id of  s i te l la is  a lso l is ted.
Overal l  35 species $rere gainedf  2 were lost ,  and 4 subspecies were lost
and 8 gained. Of course, some of the losses ancl gains are Purely taxon-
omic re interpretat ions.

comparisons r,vith the Queensland list is more meaningful in trying to
9au9e any changes in Storrrs b i rd c lassi f j -cat ion.  The fo l lowing were
noted: - Geopstttacus and Pezoporus have been combined; the blue-faced
honeyeater has been put in MeLithreptus; the gouldian finch is placed in
the same genus as the blue-faced finch; the white-gaPed honeyeater has
been removed from Meliphag4 and the genus Stoniope"a resurrected for it;
the land rail is placed in GaLLiraLLus and not RaLLue; the red-breasted
babbter has disappeared (probably forever at  last) ;  the desert  f1y eater
(Gerygone rnmgi) has been separated off fTom c, fusca (the \testern \tarbler
for  those wi th short  memories) .

Normally in reviews of this nature, one now appraises the correctness of
these taxonomic decis ions.  However,  I  a lo not  bel ieve th is is  possib le.
In l is ts l ike th is we are presenteal  \ t i thresul ts only,  i .e.  t {e are
neither given the data on vthich the classifications are basecl nor the
methodology which led to the decis ions.  some other cr i ter ia must  be
used to judge the value of  storr 's  vtork.  This can be done best  by look-
ing at  h is ptace in AustraLian avian systemat ics and at  h is taxonomic
methods. T'$ro major clues tor4tards vthere he stands, are the following
statements from the first Northern Territory list and the Queensland
l i .s t  respect ively.

"The unit adopted is the subspecies but conceived more broadly than is
cr-lstomary among my colleagues. If we wish to pay more than lip service
to stabi l i ty  we must d iscard the not ion that  nomenclature can or  should
ref lect  a l l  sublet ies in geographic var iat ion.  Subspecies must be so
def ined that  fur ther accessions and ref inement of  analyses wi l l  not
easily alisturb nomenclature however much they may modify our kno\tledge
of d ist r ibut ion and var iat ion."

" I  cont inue to take a hard v iew of  subspecies and genera.  My aim has
been to recognise only those subspecies r,thich can be precisely defined
in terms of morphology and geography; anal I have tried to eliminate
genera that are not doing the work of genera.

Both these statements are very practical but notably are descriPtions of
goals.  we are not  tota l  how to achieve them. For ins ights into h is
nethods for  construct inq c lassi f icat ions we must look elsewhere.  Few
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orni thologists reaLise that  Glen Storr 's  greatest  contr ibut ion to the
systemat ics of  Austra l ian vertebrates has been in rept i les and not  b i rc ls.
Since 1950 he has publ ished over 30 papers on rept i les.  His impact  in
herpetology has been far reaching, and it is amongst these papers we find
the answers to the r iddle of  h. is  methods.  Stated s inply,  the c lassi f ic-
at ions he proposes are based on his judgement and fami l iar i ty  wi th the
group he is  studying.  or  stated even more s imply,  he has no r igorous
methodology,  only an imaculate eye for  making creat ive,  as wel l  as
extremely useful  c lassi f icat ions.  This approach places him vt i th e[uninent
pract ical  taxonomists such as R.E. Blackwelder.  The di f f icul t ies associated
with th is approach,  however,  is  that  those who wish to use the c lassi f ic-
ations have no way of being involved in the decision naking Procedure.
That is ,  we can only make the decis ion to accept or  re ject  a resul tant
c lassi f icat ion and th is decis ion wi l l  be based mainly on the proposer 's
reputat ion.  No doubt humans can be t ra ined to be very ef f ic ient  c lassi f -
iers, but I think the clemand for rigorous methodologies so that one can
see how taxonomists go f rom their  raw data to a resul t ing c lassi f icat ion,
is not unreasonable. This is simply an appeal to make taxonomy more
expl ic i t  ancl  object ive.

But I do not mean this as a criticisrn of Storr. Hi-s approach is symptom-
at ic  of  the histor ical  s tage and state of  vertebrate systemat ics in
Austra l ia.  So much of  the basic taxonomy has not  been done, and wi th
conservat ion pressures and demands f rom other d isc ip l ines who use c lassi f -
icat ions,  urgency,  pragmat ism, and speeal  must  be the emphasis.  He
certa in ly has achieved th is and i t  is  only in th is context  that  h is work
can be judged. one cannot cr i t ic ise hin for  the lack of  a r igorous
methodology for  making c lassi- f j -catory decis ions i f  aI I  other Austra l ian
bird taxonomists are doing the same.

There is  one aspect  of  the l is t  that  does worry me. This is  non-use of
the vernacular  names for  d ist inct  subspecies.  This t tas foreshadowed j -n

the  I n te r im  L i s t  o f  Passe r i nes .  Tucke r ' s  pape r  ( 81 .  B i t ds .  L949 ,  42 (5 -7 ) )
is usually invoked to support this change, although I am not sure if this
appl ies to Storr 's  decis ion.  However '  I  feel  that  th is is  an excel lent
chance to d iscuss the problem.

I  th ink no conmon name for  d ist inct  subspecies is  open to Phi losoPhical- ,
theoret ical  and pract icaL object ions.  As Cain (1954, Animal  Species and
Evolution) noted, r.then carl Linne, (the man who popularised the binomial
system of  nomenclature)  p laceal  h is b inomial  names on the bi rd species of
Europe, he was recognis ing the fo lk taxonomy of  the EuroPean people.
stated simply, so many of the connon names vte use evolved outside of
orni thologists and taxonomistsr  e.9. ,  magpie,  wi l l ie  wagtai l ,  and galah.
The Austra l ian s i tuat ion is  certa in ly not  as c lear cut  where some of  the
conmon names rrrere dreamed up by book !.triters and checklist compilers
especial ly  where no Europeans had come in contact  wi th b i rds inhabi t ing
remote regions.  Even so,  these names permiated into general  orni tholog-
ical  usage where they are the main vehic le of  communicat ion.  Summing up,
what i f  we asked a quest ion,  "why shouldn' t  d ist inct  animals have co[unon
names?" One can ident i fy  them easi ly ,  e.g.  golden shoulc lered parrot ,
naretha parrot ,  chestnut-breasted quai l thrush,  real-col lareal  lor ikeet ,
p lumed f rogmouth,  c loncurry parrot ,  bar-breasted honeyeater,  buf f -s ided
robin,  etc.  This leads to the next  quest ion,  "what is  a species?" I
have discussed elsewhere (Sunbird 1977, 8:28) the Problem of  species
definition. l' lost of the birds above are doomed to be regaraled as either
species or  subspecies as t ime goes on depending on lumping and spl i t t ing
trends. They are unfortunate in that they are very distinct anal alo not
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over lap  in  geograph ica l  range r " r i th  o ther  s in i la r  re la ted  fo rms.

Th is  leads  to  the  f ina l  a rgument  used fo r  no t  hav ing  conmon names fo r
subspec ies .  That  i s ,  subspec ies  shou ld  no t  have conmon names because i t
encourages  non- taxonomis ts  to  t ry  and ident i f y  them.  That  i s ,  the
genera l  o rn i tho log ica l  pub l i c  in  the i r  n isuse w i l l  in t roduce a l - I  t ypes
of  inaccurac ies  in to  the  l i te ra tu re  (supposed ly  on ly  taxonomis ts  w i th
Ia rge  ser ies  o f  spec imens can ident i f y  subspec ies) .  I  suppose i t
f o l l o w s  s p e c i e s  a r e  e a s y  t o  i d e n t i f y ?  e . g .  t h e  c r o w s ,  r a v e n s ,  w e d g e -
b i l l s ,  s a n d p i p e r s ,  s t i n t s ,  p r j - o n s ,  g i a n t  p e t r e l s ,  e t c .  O n e  m a y  a n s w e r ,
tha t  those c i ted  above are  b io log ica l  spec ies ,  bu t  the  accusat ion  is  no t
t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  p u b l i c  c a n ' t  t e l l  w h a t  a  s p e c i e s  i s ,  b u t
tha t  the  d i f fe rence be tween subspec ies  are  smal l  and confus ing  to  a I I
bu t  taxonomis ts .  Tucker  (1949)  in  Br i t i sh  B i rds  i s  used to  suppor t  these
c l a i m s ,  b u t  h e  h i m s e l f  d j - d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  s p e c i e s  c o n c e p t  f o r
d e f i n j - n g  s p e c i e s  ( p .  f 6 3 ) .  T h e  d e g r e e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  h e  w a s  c r i t i c i s i n g
for  the  subspec ies  o f  Eng l ish  b i rds ,  j - f  used in  the  Aus t ra l ian  s i tua t ion
for  de f in ing  subspec ies ,  wou ld  mul t ip ly  the  nunber  o f  taxa  more  than four
f o l d .  H i s  a r g u m e n t  w a s  n o t  a i m e d  a t  d i s t i n c t  s u b s p e c i e s  ( p .  2 0 2 ) .  T h e
f ina l  p rob lem is  a  conserva t ion  one.  Wi ld l i fe  serv ices  th roughout  the
nat ion  use  the  spec j -es  as  a  bas ic  un i t  fo r  the i r  work .  The s i tua t ion
has  a l ready  ar isen  in  some s ta tes  where  a t tempts  to  have conserva t ion
measures  in t roduced fo r  some rare  and d is t inc t  fo rms have fa i led  because
they  were  on ly  subspec ies .  The s ink ing  o f  d is t inc t  a l lopa t r i c  fo rms
which  hover  in  the  grey  area  o f  the  b io log ica l  spec ies  concept ,  endangers
them in  te rms o f  management .

Summing up ,  un t i l  taxonomj -s ts  a r r i ve  a t  a  s i tua t ion  where  a  cons is ten t
app l ica t ion  o f  a  p rac t ica l  spec ies  concept  g ives  a  s tab le  c lass i f i ca t ion ,
co [mon names shou ld .  be  a l lowed fo r  d is t inc t  subspec ies .  I f  comon names
are  no t  g iven  to  them,  we w i I I  be  faced j -n  the  fu tu re  w i th  the  humorous
s i tua t ion  o f  b i rd  spec ies  per iod ica l l y  appear ing  and d isappear ing  ou t  o f
the  consc iousness  o f  the  genera l  o rn i tho log ica l  pub l i c .  ( I t  leads  to  an
o l d  i . k a ?  o r r a q f i 6 n  -  W h e n  i s  t h e  r e d - c o l l a r e d  l o r i k e e t  n o t  a  r e d -
collared lorikeet? Answer - When il is TrtchogLossus Lnematodus rubri.torquis'1.

Overa l l ,  B i rds  o f  the  Nor thern  Ter r i to ry  i s  a  mammoth  and inva luab le  h 'o rk .
GIen Stor r  shou ld  be  thankec l  fo r  wr i t ing  i t .  Whj - le  the  wr i t ing  o f  these
l i s ts  i s  t ime-consuming and w i th  l i t t le  c rea t ive  feed-back  fo r  the  au thor ,
they  are  necessary  and in  demand.  The tasks  Stor r  has  se t  h inse l f ,  l i ke
th is  l i s t ,  have gone a  long way to  c la r i f y ing  our  knowledge o f  the
taxonomy and d is t r ibu t ion  o f  Aus t ra l ian  ver tebra tes .

(For  the  b ib l ,oph i les  amongst  us ,  the  L is t  o f  Nor thern  Ter r i to ry  B i rds
S p e c .  P u b L .  N o .  4  i s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $ I . 5 0  p l u s  4 0  c e n t s  p o s t a g e .
I t  i s  o n l y  6 0  c e n t s  p o s t a g e  i f  b o t h  N o .  7  a n d  N o .  4  a r e  b o u g h t  t o g e t h e r ) .

GIen  Ingram
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WHISTL ING K ITE  FEEDING

suNBrRD I  (4)

ON BLACK-SHOULDERED K ITE

J.C. WALTER and R.W. WALTER

Most  o f  the  pub l ished in fo rmat ion  on  the  food o f  the  wh is t l ing
k j : te  (Ha l ias tu r  sphenurus) ,  records  tha t  the  spec ies  is  n ra in ly
a  car r ion  ea ter ,  bu t  a lso  captures  smal - I  mamals  and f i sh
( C a l a b y  1 9 6 9 ,  1 9 7 6 ;  M c D o n a l d  1 9 7 3 ;  a n d  S l a t e r  1 9 7 0 )  .  A  r e c e n t

observa t ion  by  us  suggests  the  poss ib i l i t y  tha t  th is  spec ies
a lso  preys  on  o ther  b i rds .

On 29 May 1977,  be tween Ncrw in  and Mel rose  Cross ing  on  the
eas tern  Dar l ing  Downs,  a  v 'h is t l ing  k i te  was observed feed ing
on the carcase of a bird approximately 30 m from the road. The
bird,was oI ploughed ground 15 m from a red gum (Eucalyptus
cmaldulensisl, which was the only tree within I kn radi-ris.

when d is tu rbed,  the  v t r i s tJ - ing  k i te  f lew c lose  by  and was
at tacked by  four  b lack-shou ldered k i tes  (E lanus  io ta tus)  wh ich
had been roos t ing  in  the  red  gum.  The k t l i s t l ing  k i te  d ropped
its prey and r"ras persued into the alistance by ttre other fbirr
k i t e s .

On recover ing  the  carcase i t  was  ident i f ied  as  a  juven iJ -e
b lack-shou ldered k i te .  I t  rdas  fu l l y  fea thered and too  Ia rge
for  a  nes t l ing .  The head and most  o f  the  en t ra i l s  had been
removed.  The carcase appeared qu i te  f resh  as  i t  was  s t i l l  warm
and the  leg  musc les  were  cont rac t ing .

As  b lack-shou ldered k i tes  a re  in f requent ly  k i l led  by  cars  in
th is  a rea ,  and the  carcase was s t iL l  in  a  very  f res l t  s ta te ,
$ te  cons ider  i t  a  s t rong poss ib i l i t y  tha t  the  young b lack-
shou ldered k i te  was k i l led  by  the  wh is t t ing  f i te . -
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