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AVIFAUNA OF THE ROCKHMPTON AREA, OUEEI{SLANI)
N. w. IoltcltoRE

SUMI{ARY

Fron February 1.973 to October L974 25A species of birds
were recorcleal by the author alring field obsenations
in Che Rockhdpton area. A futher 7I specles, recorded
by others in both recent dil historical. tires, are Iisted
Mking 329 strEcies in all.

A. INTRODUCTION

The area under observation was centred at Rockhampton, extending north
to Byfiel.d. and south to the mouth of the Fitzroy River. from the
eastern l-inits at Keppet Bay the area stretched westwards about gO kilo-
metres to give a total area of approxitnately t0,5OO ki.lometres sguare
( F i g u r e  l ) .

Notes are included on local history, climate, vegetation, and a breakdown
of bird habitats is givel. An attempt has been ruade to analyze the habitat
preferences of each species. Ten habitat types were recogni-zed and records
kept of the species frequenting then. Breedlinq, where kn6rrn, is given in
the  tex t .

BRIEF HISTORY

Initia1ly the area was studied during voyages in the early lgth century
(e .9 .  Rob€r t  Brosn in  t } l .e . rnDest iga t ;? ,1902) ,  bu t  the  in?ornat ion  ta : .neawas sparse. ?he neft period of note was the latter half of that ceitury

when E.P.  Ramsay (1878) .  (enda l  Broadbent  (1888) ,  and Kar r  Lunhot tz  i ra -gs t ,
visited the region. In the foltowing thirty years the only significant
information was short notes and referlnces puUiisfrea Uy a.u-. Caipbell
( I900) ,  A .J .  Nor th  (190I - f914)  and members  o f  the  garn l rd  fm i ly -  (Barnard ,
1 9 1 3 ) .

In L924 the Royal Australasian Ornithol-ogists Union held their annual
congresa and campout in the area and made notable additions to local
knowledge. At the same period, W.B. Alexander (unpublisheal IIISS) made
many notes fron the west\rood area. Recently H.A. Nix (1922) nade ttetail_
ed observations in the Shoalwater Bay area, which adioins the present
study area to the north.

B. UETHOD AND APPROACE

The source of the specific infornation given is the authorrs fierd notes,
mde from october 1970, to tovenber 1975. The maj-n period of observation
was from February 1973 to october 1924, whire residiirg in the area. other
major sources of information were the reports of Broadbent (lgg8i and
Wols tenho lme (1925) .
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Apar t  f rom determin ing  the  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  av i fauna '  a  c lass i f i ca t ion

o i  the  mjor  hab i ta t  i ypes  was made by  re fe rence to  specht  (1970) ,  an t t

iden t i f i c ; t ion  o f  the  loca l  p lan t  comuni t ies .  The abundance o f  each

spec ies  was ar r i ved  a t  as  the  resu l t  o f  regu la r  two-hour  per iods  o f

oLserva t ion  in  each o f  the  main  hab i ta ts .

C. ENVIRONMENT

The area  is  na in ly  1ow f lood-p la in  and coas ta l  p la j 'n ,  w i th  in t rus ions

of  low p la teaux  a ;d  smaf l  monof i ths  in  the  west .  cen t re  and nor th -eas t '

To  the ;or th  i s  an  area  o f  undu la t ing  h i l l s .  There  are  numerous  is lands

in  Keppe l  Bay .

The F i tz roy  R iver  and i t s  t r ibu tar ies  d ra j -n  the  nor thern ,  wes tern  and

central seitions of the area. In its middle reaches around RockhamPton

i t  fo rms a  f lood-p la in  w i th  many lagoons and swamPs.  e .g .  Gracemere-Lagoon

and Pink Lify Lagoon. There aie several swamps on the coastal Plain,
some o f  wh ich  are  brack ish .  e .g .  Cor io  Bay  area ,  Windn i l l  P l 'a ins  and Emu

Park ,

settl-ement in central Queensland was stimuLated Primarily because of the

excellent conditions for reari-ng cattle. Many large ProPerties were

estabtished and the l-arge areas of cleared grazing land have created a
m - i ^ r  h r h i  f . +

D. CLIT,IATE

East -cent ra l  Queens land en joys  a  wa lm dry  w in te r  w i th  w inds  charac ter ized

by  the  south-eas t  t rades .  sumer  i s  in f luenced by  monsoons wh ich  br ing

h iavy  ra in  and f lood ing .  The area  is  in  the  cyc lone be l t .  bu t  records

of  cyc lone danage to  vegeta t ion  are  few.  The coas ta l  p la in , .esPec ia l l y

abou i  ey f ie ld ,  ha"  a  h igher  ra in fa l l  than  the  r i ver  f lood-p la j 'n .  Fur ther

west  a t  Gogango '  Ka lapa.  and westwood the  area  has  a  much lower  ra in fa l l ,
in f luenc ing  the  vegeta t ion  accord ing ly .

E. VEGETATION

vegeta t ion  types  de ta i l -ed  by  specht  (1970)  were  adapted  to  recogn ize . ten
na in  hab i ta t ; .  Fur ther  subd iv is ion  was no t  a t tempted because b i rd - l i fe
appeared to  show l i t t le  var ia t ion  in  cLose ly  a l l ied  hab i ta ts  and l im i ted
t ime was ava i lab le  fo r  observa t ion .  The fo l low ing  hab i ta ts  were
recogn i  zed  :

(a )  ocean:  Keppe l  Bay ,  inc lud ing  inshore  and o f fshore  waters ,  and the
harbours .

(b )  T ida l  narg ins  and shore :  A l l  a reas  o f  es tuar ine  mudf la t ,  beach,  and

headland. Although of t inited area, this enviroment provides the
requ i rements  fo r  many Charadr i i fo rmes-

(c) Mangroves: Formed in sandy and muddy areas wi.th tialal influences.
occrirring mainly at corj-o eay. Coolamon creek, ,Joskeleigh and in the

Fitzroy estuary. comon mangrove trees include Aegicerae 9p. and
A p i c e n n i a  m q r i n a  v a r .  a u s t r a l a s i c a .

(d )  wet landr  A l l  a reas  o f  f resh  and brack ish  t ta te rs ,  c reeka,  r i vers ,
swamps, and lagoons, and including the extentive flooded areas which
occur  a lmost  annua l ly .
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(e) Forestr Areas where the tree trunks are greater in height than the
depth of the flattened crom. Examples of this occurred about
Byfield, the Berserker Ranges, and Cawarral. Included are the
rainforests and extensive pine plantations at Bowenia and Byfielal.
Pr inc ipa l  t rees  inc lude tu rpent ine ,  Synearp ia  g lonu l i fe ra ;  p ink
b loodwood,  Euca lvp tus  in te rned ia ;  s t r ingybark ,  E .  aemenio i .des j  hoop
p ine ,  Anauean ia  eunn inghamziz ! ;  she-oaks ,  Caeuar ina  spp. ;  and.  p ines ,
Pi.nus spp.

(f) woodland; Characterized by trees with trunks usually shorter than
the rounded croms. Examples were found near Mount Uorgan, the
Berserker Ranges and Rossmoya. Principal trees included poplar
gw,  Euca lAptus  a lba ;  b inb le  box ,  E .  popu lnea;  i ronbark ,  E .  dnepano-
phy l la ;  tea  t ree ,  Leptoapernum spp. t  and some foms o f  b r iga lov ,
A c a c i a  h a r p o p h y L L a -

(S) scrubland: scrubs two to eight metres tall, occurring in areas of
infrequent swampy nature and continuous dampness. Examples of scrubs
are on the coastal plain about Yeppoon and along the Fitzroy River,
e.g. the Tom Cornmonage. Typical trees include paperbark, Melaleuca
spp. ;  m inosa,  Acac ia  fa tnee i4na j  honeysuck le  banks ia ,  Banke ia
in tegr i fo l ia ;  and b lack  she-oak ,  Casuar i .na  T , i t to ra l ia .

(h )  Heath land!  conf ined to  in fe r t i le  so i l s  in  a reag o f  h igh  ra in fa l l .
Exanples of the habitat can be found at Byfield and Enu Park. Typical
vegetation includes })eat-lf, Petalostigna pubesceaa, beach ahe-oak,
Casuar ina  equ ise t i foL ia ,  banks ias ,  Bdnks ia  spp,  and grev i l lea ,
G r e u i L L e a  b q n k s i i .

( i )  c rass land:  c rasses  o f  shor t  to  med ium he igh t ,  ex is t ing  in  a  tussock
or as massed individual plants. Typical areas include Ritlgelands,
Kalapa and cogango. Species inclucled lemon-scented gum, E. citriodo?a;
ghos t  gum,  E .  pqpuana;  b imb le  box ,  E .  popu lnea;  and speargragses ,
Hete"opogon spF l . .

(j) Townr Areas of variable vegetation, gardens with exotic trees and
shrubs, and open areas of mown grasses. The concentrations incluale
Rockhampton, Gracemere, Yeppoon and Mount l lorgan. Typical trees
inc lude par ro t  t ree ,  Sehot i ,a  b raehypeta la ,  f igs ,  F i .cus  spp. ,  g rev i l -
Leas ,  c "eu i l lea  spp. ,  and bo t t lebrushes ,  CaL l is tenon spp. .

F .  L IST OF SPECIES

An abridged record of the birds follons. t{here notes have been incorporated
from other.najor publisheal data the authorrs init ials are included in
parentheses. Habitat preferences of each species are l isted in an abbrev-
iated form. The following abbreviations have been used.

Author :

WBA
EDB
KB
AJC
RG
IIAN
GMS
HW

- W.B.  A lexander
-  E .D.  Barnard
- Kenda1 Broadbent
-  A .J .  Canpbe l l
- Roscoe Gannon
-  H . A .  N i x
-  G.U.  S tor r
- Harry Wolstenholme
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Sabitat 3

I Fo - I'oreat
2 Gt - craasland
3 He - Eeathlandl
4 lln - llangrove
5 Oc - Ocean
6 sc - Scrublandl
7 Ts - Tidal f lat anal shore
8 Tn. - Torn
9 lfn - Wetland

10 lgal - llbodllanal

The following definit ions of statua have be€n used:

Comon
Many can be located throughout the year.

Uncomon
At least one can be located, usually wittt l i tt le effdrtr 'throdghout
the year. . l

Rare
An intensive search nay be necessary to locat€ lndividualf. '

Seasona l  res ident
Comon, uncomon or rare (as above ) i Eutnner , rrinter or prslaga
migrantsr may be breeding or non-breeding.

Trans ien t
Seen only occasionally for short periods; sometimes over several
years, but mostly rare and unpredictable in occurrence.

Vagrant
Unexpected visitorsr probabl-y sighted once or at most twice.

SPECIES L IST

(Doubt fu l  records  marked w i th  as ter isk )

E\u  Drana ius  nouaeho l land i .ae  Fo wd He Gr  Uncomon breed ing  spec ies ;
varies from breeding pairs from June to July, to smll f locks through
the remainder of the year. Local residents maintain numbers are

.dec l in ing .

Great  Cres led  Grebe Pod. iceps  c r ia ta tus  Ww Uncomon seasona l  res ident i  seen
individually and in smal-t numbersi several observed in nuptial dress
n , , , :  - ^  ^ - - :  - -u u r  r r r Y  J H r  r r 1 9  !

Hoary-headed c rebe PoL iacepha lus  po l iocepha lus  ww Vagrant ;  recorded a t
F i tz roy  Va le  in  October  1924 ( I {W)

Aust ra las ian  Grebe Tachybaptus  nouaehoL land iae  Ww Comon breed ing  b i rd t
observed individua]ly and in pairs, and in large flocks frm Uay to
August .

wandering Albatross Di.oned.ia eculans oc winter vagrantt therc ire geveral-
re fe rences  to  b i rds  seen in  the  area  ( i .e .  HAN,  GUS) .
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Nor thern  Gian t -Pet re l  Macronec tes  ha l l i  Oc  Vagrant ,  an  i t rmature  b i rd  was
photographed a t  Emu Park ,  da te  unknown (Frauca.  1 .974.  p .  ]OO) .

Wedge- ta i led  Shearwater  Puf f inus  pac i f ieus  Oc Comon and breed ing ,
recorded in smal] numbers throughout the year on KeppeL Bay.

Sooty  ShearwaLer  Puf f inus  gr iseus  Oe Vagrant ;  one s igh t  record  o f  f i ve
near  Nor th  Keppe l  Is land in  June 1974 (Longmore ,  19741.

Aust ra l ian  Pet ican  pe lecqnu€ consp ic i l la tus  Oc Ts  Ww Comon,  nmbers
fluctuate through Iocal movement. Observed singly, in pairs and
in flocks. There is an unconfirmed report of i Lreedi-ng colony
at Broad Sound, north of the study area.

Australasian cannet. Mo"ua serrato" oc seasonal resident; recorded duling
,tuly 1974 (D. cravat.t, pers. corDn.) anal October 1925 (A.E.F. Rogers,
pers .  conn. ) ,  in  gna l l  nunbers  o f f  the  coas t .

Masked Booby Sula d,ae-tylatpd Oc .Rare transienti sighted on Keppel Bay.
Usually seen individually some distance fron the coaet. i ir fbvenUer
1975 a single biral was seen to take food in the si. lrf at Kenp.Beach.

Brown Booby SuLa leucogaste" Oc Comoni local movenents noted, singLy
and in pairs. Often seen in Rosslyn Bay Harbour.

Dar te r  ,Anh inga _ne lanogaeter  W Comoni  loca l  movement  observed,  aeen
singly and in small f locks. !,tainly on lagoons and along creeka,
somet imes in  t rees  up  to  3OO met res  f rom water .

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorat cqrbo Oc Mn !e\d Comoni usually seen ag
individuals or in small numbersr birds i.n nuptial dress noted although
there  are  no  repor ts  o f  loca l -  nes t ing .

P ied  cormorant  Phazacrocorqr  ua" i4s  oc  wv comon w i th  roca l  movement ,
birds recorded on the mainl-and wettands are probabty some of the
mar ine  popu la t ion  mov ing  in land fo r  shor t  pe i iods .  

-Observed 
indrv_

idua l l y  and in  f locks  o f  up  to  50 .

L i t t1e  B lack  Cormorant  phqLqcrocorqs  su le i ras t r i , s  Oc } ln  Ww Comon.
breed ing ,  w i th  loca l  movement ;  s igh ted  s ing ly  and in  la rge  f locks  on
the  la rger  lagoons.  -  A  smal l  b reed ing  co lon t  o f  about  46  pa i rs
loca ted  in  June 1974 a t  yeppen yeppen Lagoon.

L i - t t l -e  P ied  cormorant  phaLqcrocoras  meLano leucos  oc  Ts  ww comon breed ing
b i rd ;  usua l ly  j -n  pa j - rs  and smalL  f focks ,  Occas iona l l y  perched in
trees some distance from water. There are sna1l breeding groupg on
Murray Lagoon, where four occupied nests were found in t*o-tre6a in
August  and October  1974.

Leas t -Fr iga teb i rd .  F regata  ar ieL  Oc vagrant ,  recorded in  Keppe l .Bay  in
October  1924 (HW) .

Pacific Heron Ardea paeifica Ww Wd Gr Tn Cormon brieding bird; rinrte
b i rds  to  smal l  f locks  f requent ly  geen.
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Conmon breeding

recorded aluring

whi te - faced Heron Ardea nouaeho l land iae  Ts  I ! !n  l t rv  Gr  l ln
res ident ;  s ing ly  and in  smal l  f locks .

Cat t le  Egre t  Ardeo la  ib ig  Ww cr  Rare  seasona l  res ident ,
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spring and autwr a flock of about 40 observed at Rossmoya in JuIy
1974.  S ing1e b i rds  to  f locks  o f  over  200 no ted . r  one b i rd  in
nuDtial dress seen at Rossmova in November l-9?4.

Great  Egre t  Egre t ta  a lba  ls  Mn l {w Tn
and in  smal l  f locks .  May breed
F ' i t z roy  R iver  (A . tC) .

Cornmon breeding birdr observed singly
in nangroves at the nouth of the

L i t t le  Egre t  Egre t ta  garze t ta  l s  W Cotnmon breed ing  res ident t  inc l i v idua ls
to groups of f ive observed. Birds in nuptial plmes noted in October
r 9 7 4 .

Intermediate Egrei- Egretta internedia Ts l{w Gr Tn Comon breeding resident;
f locks up to 80 often seen. Birds with nuptial plumes recorded in
May and December  1973 and October  1974.

Eastern Reef Egret Eg"etta sacra Oc Ts Mn Comon; preswbly bircls
breeding on the Capricorn croup visit the area. Inalividuals to small
f locks of both white and grey forms recorded.

Strj-ated Heron Butorides st?iatue 2s t4n Comon; individuals sighteal along
mangrove creeks.

Rufous Night Heron NVcticorac caledonieue Mn Ww Tn Uncomon seasonal-
residentr individuals and flocks noted at roost in thick vegetation
and once in  f l igh t .  A  heronry  once ex is ted  a t  Gracemere  (AJC) .
It is notable that no imture birds were seen during the current
survey .

B lack  B i t te rn  Dupetor  f lau ico lL is  Ww Uncomon seasona l  res ident t  a r r i v ing
in September and departing in March. Individuals and pairs recorded
in wetland bordered by thick vegetation.

Black-necked Stork Xenorh|nehus asiatieils Ts l{w cr Comon breeding birdlt
seen singly and in groups of up to four. One of three adult birds
seen at Farnborough in November 1973, was aLmost fully black. A pair
nested for nany years at cracemere, but has not done so sinqe the
l a t e  1 9 6 0 r s .

G lossy  Ib is  PLegad ie  faZc ine l lus  Ew Rare  spr ing  nomdi  seen as  s ing les  to
smal l  f locks ,  most ly  on  the  F i tz roy  R iver  f lood-p la in .

Sacred Ib is  Ih resk io rn ie  ae th iop ica  Ts  Mn Ww Tn Comon breed ing  res ident t
there is a sharp decline in nwbers from October to February. Usually' noted as single birds and large flocks. Breeding recorded from north
o f  the  area  a t  Tor i l la  (EDB) .

St raw-necked Ib j -s  ?hresk ia rn is  sp in ico l l . i s  Ts  Mn Ww cr  Tn  Conmon breed ing
residentt there is a decrease in numbers from October to Februarv.
As  ind iv idua ls  o r  f locks  and occas iona l  s ing le  b i rds  no ted  in  ho-use
yards about toms. Juveniles were noted in March and October 1974.
Breed ing  recorded f rom nor th  o f  the  area  a t  Tor i l la  (EDB) .

RoyaL spoonbiLL Platalea regia Ts ww comon breeding residentr inalivialuats
to flocks of 50 birds recorded. Birds in nuptial plwage noted in
December  1973;  b reed inq  co lony  l -oca ted  a t  Tor i l la  1913 (EDB) .

Ye l low-b i l led  Spoonb i l l  P la ta lea  f lao ipee Ww Uncomon seasona l -  res ident ,
absent from December to February. As singte birds to groups of f ive.
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Magp ie  Goose Anse?ana sen ipa lna ta  Ww Uncomon breed ing  res ident t  s ing le
b i rds  to  f locks  o f  100+ (G.  Rober ts ,  pers .  coNl . ) .  An  account  ex is ts
of large numbers in the Fitzroy VaIe swamps in 1924 (EW).

Wandering Whistl ing-Duck Dend"ocggna atcuata I{w Uncomon transientt mainly
recorded on the Fitzroy River flood-plain. Observed as pairs and
flocks of about 100 birt ls.

Plumed Whistl ing-Duck Dendrocggna egtoni ls Wn Wal cr Tn Comon breeding
residentr individuals to Iarge flocka noted, breeding recorded at
toriLla (EDB) andl at Parkhurst in Decenber 1973 rrhen domy young
were  seen.

Black Swan CAgnue atratus I{w Co@on breeding residentr pairs and large
flocks noted on the larger lagoona.

Freckled Dtck Stictonetta naevoaa Wi{ Vagrantt there ig an undated record
of a bird shot many years ago at BroadlDeadow8 (locaI .re6ialents).
one bird seen near cracetrere in uarch 1972 (K.A. Ireland), and at
Bessie Sue Lagoon in Septenber 19?3 (A.R. ltccil l  pers. co@.).

Radjah ShelDuck Iadorna radjah As i{w Rare breeding seasonal reaidcntt
individuals and small groups of up to four seen, uaually on the
coastal plains from Corio Bay to i loskeleigh and on the lagoona of
the Fitzroy River flood-plain, also at Rossmoya.

Pac i f i c  B lack  Duck  Anas superc i l iosa  Oc Ts  i { r ,  Gr  Tn  Comon breed ing
residentt individuals and large flocks observed. Records froD
Keppel Bay indicate movements between the mainland and the ialandls.

crey TeaI Anas gibberifxone Ts i{r, Comon breeding residentt indivi-duals
and large flocks recorded with a winter novementi fron October to
February numbers frequent the flood.ed coastal mudflats.

Chestnut Teal Anas caataneq Vlw Rare vagrantt one record of a fenELe at
the  Woolwash Lagoon on  l7  March  1974.

Aust ra las ian  Shove l le r  Anas  rhunchot is  l i \ {  Vagrant ;  recorded nes t ing  in
March  1913 a t  Tor i l l -a  (EDB)  .  A lso  s igh ted  in  August  1959 near
Rockhampton (whee ler  l -959) .

P ink-eared Duck  Ma|acorhynehus menbranaceue Ww Rare i  one record  o f  13
b i rds  be tween Rockhampton and c racemere  in  August  1955 (Whee ler  1955) .

Hardhead Ay th |a  aus t raL is  Ww Comon breed ing  res ident ;  s ing le  and f locks
on the larger lagoons and swamps. Each year, during October, nunloers
increase to  f locks  o f  hundreds .

!4aned Duck Chenonetta jubata lnw Gr Comon breeding residenti seen as
individuals and in large flocks. Domy young \rere seen on Grace-
mere  Lagoon in  March  1974.

Cot ton  Pygmy-coose Net tapus  coromande l ianua W Conmn bree i l ing  res ident ;
numbers decrease from February to April. Downy young rer€ noted
at South Yaamba on 10 Novenber 1973. Sighteal as pairs and aDall
f l o c k s .

creen Pygmy-coose llettapus pulchellue l{w Unco[&on seasonal retidentt
f irst recorded ln September 1974 and remained in snall nunbeis.and pairs.
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Musk Duck Biziura Lobata ww Rare vagrantt recorded in 1924 (Hw) on l lurray
Lagoonr another record of a birdl collected from a fish net in 1874
(Anonynous 1874) .  No recent  records .

ospxey Pandion haLiaetus oc Ts Mn l{n Uncomon breeding residentt rnainly
coastal, a few sightings along the Fitzroy River in its upPer reaches.
Nest sites located on many islands in the KePPel GrouP, e.9. four
occup ied  nes ts  on  Great  Keppe l  in  June 1973.

Black-shouldered Kite Elanua notatus wd He Gr Tn Comon breeding
residentt absent from the area i-n ,tanuary and Februaryt usually noted
as  s ing les  and pa i rs .

Pacific Baza Aticeda subettstata Fo wd Sc Gr Tn Uncotruron breeding residentt
absent from the area from January to June 1974r seen indiviclually
and in groups of three or four.

Black Kite Miltue nigrans wrd wd Gr Tn Uncomon seasonal residenti recorded
from February to October as individuals and small f locks' mainl-y
about towns.

Square- ta i led  K i te  Lopho ic t in ia  i , sura  Wd Gr  vaqrant i  recorded f rom B lack
Gin  c reek  in  1888 (KB) .  Recent ly  observed dur ing  August  to  October
1974, when a lone bird frequented an area about Parkhurst.

Brahminy Kite Ealiastur indus oc Ts Mn ww wd sc comon breeding residentt
recorded as individuals and pairs on the coast, and occasionally on
the Fitzroy River flood-plain. .fuveniles rtere seen at Farnborough
in  February  I972.

whistl ing Kite Halidstur sphenutus oc Ts Mn l{rr Fo vld sc Gr Tn comlon
breeding residentr heathland \ras the only habitat in which the bird
was not recorded. Noted singly, occasionally in smll f locks.
There was a doubLe breeding seasoni nesting was recorded in l, lay-June
and septenber in both 1973 and 1974. Nests were often located close
to one another, allowing several to be observed from one point.

Brown coshawk Aec ip i te !  fase ia tus  Fo Wd Gr  Tn Comon breed ing  res ident t
with a decrease in numbers fron December to February. Noted as
s ing le  b i rds  and occas iona l  pa i rs .

collared sparrowhawk Acci.pi.ter cirrhoeephalus Fo wd Tn Uncomon breeding
residentr recorded onlv as individual birds. Recorded as conron in
1 8 8 8  ( K B )  .

c rey  Goshawk Acc ip t te r  nouaeho l land. iae  Ts  Fo wd Tn Uncomon breed ing
res ident ;  nunbers  inc rease s l igh t ly  dur ing  Ju Iy  and August .  Seen
as ind iv idua l -s .

Red coshawk E?Athro tx i ,o rch i ,e  rad ia tue  Fo Gr  Rare  breed ing  res ident ;
recorded several t imes from the Duaringa area by the Barnard familyt
present near Rockhampton in 1955 (wheeler 1955) and in adjoining
Shoalwater Bay j.n 1972 (IaN) where it was nesting. The si.ghtings
were  o f  ind iv idua ls  and pa i rs .

wh i te -be l l ied  sea-Eag le  Ha l iaeetus  Leucogastex  Oc Ts  ww Fo wd Tn Uncomon
breeding residentt most sightings from the coasti occasional
s igh t ings  a long the  F i tz roy  R iver ,  usua l - l y  o f  s ing le  b i rds .
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Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audaa trtd Gr Comon breeding resident; there ia
a decrease in nwbers at the conmencement of the rainy season.
Usua l ly  s igh ted  as  ind iv idua ls  and in  pa i rs .

L i t t le  Eag le  H ie taaetus  norphno i .d .es  Wd.  Sc  Uncomon seasona l  res ident ;
occurring from June to October. Singles and pairs in both colour
phases  recorded.

Spot ted  Har r ie r  C i rcus  qss in l :L is  W Gr  Vagrant r  two records  on ly ,  a  s ing le
b i rd  in  May 1970 (Br is towe,  Laybourne-Smi th  E  Lendon,  1972) ,  and an
adu l t  w i th  a  juven i l -e  in  May 1974,  bo th  near  Bess ie  Sue Lagoon.

Marsh  Har r ie r  C i rcus  ae?ug inoaus W Gr  Comon not rEd i  records  o f  s ing le
birds and occasional pairs. Observed over swamps and lagoons with
infrequent movements into grassland.

Black Falcon Falco aubni.ger cr Vagrantt recorded in 1888 near Louisa
Creek  (KB) ,  and in  1924 a t  F i tz roy  Vate  (HW).

Peregrine Ealcoi Faleo peregninue Ts lrln Whr l.o
resid.entt several, single birds have been
the area.

Gr Tn Unconmon aea6onal
recorded passing through

Australian Hobby Falco Longipennia tlw cr Tn UncorEnon seaaonal resident;
single birds seen frequently through the years, apparently absent
in ,tanuary and February each year.

Brom Falcon falco berigora ltw Wd cr Comon breeding residentt decreases
in nmbers from November to ! 'ebruary. Seen singly and in pairs.

Australian Kestrel Falco eenehnoidee ls Mn t{w Fo Vld He cr Tn Comon
residentr seen singly and in pairs. Mating fl ights observed but
nesting not recorded. Often sighted on the Keppel croup.

Orange- foo ted  Scrub Fowl  Megapod ius  re inxard t  Sc  Rare  breed ing  res ident ;
recorded ir^ L924 near Yeppoon (HW). Recent records refer to
occas iona l  pa i rs  in  the  same area  dur ing  1969.  Found nes t ing  near
Shoa lwater  Bay  in  1972 (HAN) .

Aus t ra l ian  Brush Turkey  A lec tura  Lq than i  Fo  Sc  Comon breed ing  res i .dent ,
recorded ind iv idua l l y  and in  smI I  fLocks .  p re fe rs  th ick  under -
growth  and mixes  occas iona l l y  w i th  domest ic  fow l ,  GaLLus ga l lus ,
in  fa rmyards .

Stubb le  Qua i I  Coturn is  nouaeae land iqe  Gx vagrant i  one record  o f  severa l
b i rds  in  ta l l  g rasses  a t  Rossmoya on  I  February  1922.

Swanp Oua i l  Coturn i r  yps i lophora  ww Wd He c r  Comon breed ing  res ident ;
there is a decrease in numbers during April and l{ay. Seen singly
and in fl-ocks, comonly observed feeding along roadrrays.

K ing  Qua i l  Coturn i t  eh inens ie  Gx Vagrant t  the  on ly  recent  record  is  o f
a  female  f lushed a t  Bess ie  Sue Lagoon on  23 , tuhe I9Z{ .

Red-backed Button-quail Tu"nie naculosa cr vagrantt recolded fron the
a r e a  i n  1 8 8 8  ( K B )  .

Painted Button-quair rurnit oaria wa uncomon seasonal resLdentr usuallv
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seen singly and in small f locks, recorded from August to October.

Black-breasteal Button-quaiL Iurnio nelanogdate" Eo Status uncertaini
a  ser ies  o f  sk ins  co l lec ted  loca lLy  in  1865 (Nor th  1901) .

l itt le Button-q\ail Turni,t ,elos Gr Vagrantt status uncertain, reported
in  1924 f rom Byf ie ld  (Hw) ,  and in  Shoa lwater  Bay  area  in  1972 (HAN) .

Red-chested Button-quail ?urni.a pyrrhothorae Gr Vagrantt a pair was
sighted between Rockhampton and Woolwaah Lagoon in Septenber 1955
( W h e e l e r  1 9 5 5 ) .

Buf f -banded Ra iL I  RaLLus ph t l tppens is  Ts  ww cr  comon breed ing  res ident ;
observed singly and in pairs; nocturnal feeding observed.

Ba i l lon fs  Crake Po?zana pus i l la  l f t t  Vagrant t  a  s ing le  b i rd  a t  Rossrcya
in  October  I974t  sorne  records  f ron  las t  cen tury  (Rmsay,  1878) .

Spotless Crake Po"zana tabuensi.s tft, Vagrantt there are early references
to this bird being taken near Rockhmpton (Ransay, 1878); not
observed during the present study.

*Bush-hen Call i,nula oLipacea lf i{ Vagrantt a single bird was observed near
the Botanical Gardens, Rockhampton, in Septenber 1967 (A.R. ttccil l
pers .  com.) t  recorded f ron  the  Shoa lwater  Bay  area  in  1972 (EAN) .

B lack- ta i led  Nat ive-hen Ga lT inu la  uent ra l i s  t$ ,  Vagrant r  ment ioned f ron
the area in 1958 (wheeler, 1958) r also reported from Shoalwater Bay
area in  1972 (HAN) .

Dusky l i loorhen GaLLi.nuLa teneb?osa I{w Comon breetl ing residentt observed
individually and in large flocks.

Purple Swamphed Ponphyrio potphgti,o l{w Conmon breeding residentr sighted
as individuals and small f locks; on the lagoons of the Fitzroy Rive!
flood-plainr infrequentl-y sighteal on coastal lagoons.

Eurasian Coot Fulica at"a W Conxmon breeding residentt with local move-
ments during the monsoon period (Novenber - February). Observed in
pairs and flocks, on open water with a few sightings on patches of
water  hyac in th ,  E iehhonn ia  c rase ipes .

BroLga Grus rubicundus l{w cr Tn Conmon breeding resident; disperse and
decrease in summer, although flocks of 150+ are recorded. hdivicluals
and flocks on most areas of f lood-plain and about Rossmoya. A
breeding pair on a nest 16 kilometres south-east of Rockhilpton was
loca ted  in  September  I973t  a lso  nes ted  near  Rockhampton in  1924 (EW).

Aust ra l ian  Bus tard  Ardeot is  duat ra l i?  Gr  Uncomon breed ing  res ident t
recently becoming nunerous in the western section of the study a!ea.
Observed individually and in small f locks.

Comb-crested Jaca\a lTediparra gall inaeea ww Comon breeding residentt
nwbers decreasing through the sumer months. Observed singly and
in smll f locksi juveniles constituting half the numbers observed.

Bush Th ick-knee Burh inus  magn i ros t r i s  Fo  wd Sc  c r  Tn  Comon breed ing
residentt decrease in number during the sllmer monsoons. Recorded
s ing ly  and in  smal l  f locks  o f  f i ve  b i rds .
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Beach Th ick-knee Bu?h inus  neg lec tus  Ts  Uncomon seasona l  res ident t
occurring singly or in pairs, with occasional grouPs of four. Most
frequently seen in the ,loskeleigh area.

P ied  Oys terca tcher  Haenatopus  Long i ros t r i s  Ts  Comon breed ing  res ident t
usually seen singly and i-n pairs; small groups of up to six have
been noted. This species is the comoner of the two oystercathers
on the  main land.

sooty  oys tercaBch.er  Haenatopue fu l ig inosLa Ts  Comon breed ing  res ident t
individuals and pairs frequently recorded on the islands. Rarer
on the mainland, although small groups are recorded occasionally.

Masked Lapwing Vane l lus  n iLes  mi lee  l {w  Wd Vagrant t  fe ld  records  o f
occasional birds in September - october, January, and March.

Spur -w inged Lapwinq Vane l lus  mi ,Lea no taehot land iee  Ts  $ t r i  Fo  Wd Gr  Tn
comon breeding resident; observed singly anil in f locka of up to
20 birds. No large wintering flocks noted as have been recoided
for the southern populations.

Banded Lapwing Vanellue tricolo" Wv Gx Uncomon vagrantt recorded during
August and Septenilcer, in the western gection of the stualy area and
near Ridgelands. observed in pairs and scattered flocks.

c rey  P lover  P luu ia lue  equqtaro la  Ts  vagrant i  one record  o f  a  s ing le  b i rd
seen a t  Joske le igh  on  21  oc tober  1973.

Lesser colden Plover Plutialue doni.niea Ts vlw Unconnon gurmer migrantt
arriving in september and departing in February. Seen singly ancl
in flocks of up to 20 birds. Not easily located in the area.

Red-kneed Dotterel E?Uthrogon|s c1:netus WW Vagrant? one recorded from
the Botanical cardens, Rockhampton, in Decenber 1974 (8.W. Finch
pers .  com.  ) ,  one a t  ! 'a rnborough,  March  1975 (c .  Rober ts  pers .
com.) ,  and a  th i rd  a t  Rossmoya in  oc tober  1975 (A .E.F .  Rogers
p e r s .  c o m .  ,  .

Mongo l ian  PLover  charadr ius  nongoLus as  comon
win ters ,  Noted  s ing ly  and j -n  f locks  o f  up
prior to northward migration and on return

sumer mj-grantr frequently
to  30  b i lds ,  ga ther ing
rn  spr rng .

Large Sand PLover  Charadr ius  Leschenqu| t i i  Ts  Uncomnon sununer  migran t t
recorded sporadically throughout the year. Numbers vary fron
ind , iv idua ls  to  g roups  o f  four  o r  f i ve .  Of ten  assoc ia tes  w i th
Mongol-ian plover.

Red-capped P lover  Chqradr ius  ru f ieap i l lus  Ts  W\{  Comon breed ing  res ident t
observed singly antl in small f locks. Some records of large flocks
f rom the  Joske le igh  area  t ida l  f la ts .

Black-fronted PLover Charadriue ne1,anops Ww Comon breeding residentt
nwbers much reduced from November to February..

B1ack-winged Sti-Lt- Hinantopue hi.nantopus Ts W'n Unconnon breetl ing residentt
singly and in pairs or f locks, mainly on the Fitzroy River flood-
p 1 a i n .

Red-necked Avoce lc  Recut t i roe t ra  nouaeho l land. iae  Ww Rare  vagrant t  20
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recolded at cracemere Lagoon in February 1958 (Wheeler, 1958), anal
a flock of about six was seen at the same locality during the sumner
o f  1 9 7 0 - 7 ]  ( K . A .  I r e l a n d  p e r s .  c o m .  )  .

Ruddy Turnstone A?ena?ia i.nterpres Ts Uncomon sumer migrantt generally
frequenting the islanals in smll f locks. Mainland records are ferr'
birds favouring the rocky foreshores.

Eastern CuxLew Nunenius nadagascatiensie Ts Comon slJrer migranti some
birds remain during the winter. Large scattered flocks are often
seen in the sunner.

whimbrel Nunenius phaeopus ls Unconmon sumer migrantt recorded sPoradic-
ally from August to March. Normlly seen singly, though occasionally
in  smal l  f locks .

crey-tailed Tattl.er Tringa bretipes Ts comon slJmer nigrantt several
wintering records. Seen singly anal in flocks of uP to 20 biralst
prefers mud-Iined edges of mngrove creeks.

wandering Tattler lr iaga incana Ts vagrantt one record of a single bird
on a  rocky  head land near  Yeppoon,  March ,  1975 (G.  Rober ts  pers .  com.) .

comon Sandp iper  Tr inga hypo leueoa ' Is  Uncomon smer  migran t i  seen in
small numbers, mainly feeding on the islands or along the ealges of
mangrove c reeks .

creenshank ?ringa nebulari,a Ts Ew comon sumer migrantt foud on the
t ida l  f la ts ,  in  f locks  o f  up  to  50  b i rds .

Marsh Sandpipex Tringa etagnatil is Ts l9w vagrantr a small f lock was notedl
on  the  main land in  October  1975 (A .E.F .  Rogers  pers .  com.) .

Terek sandpiper T"i-nga terek ls Unconunon sunner nigrantt one rintering
recordi singly and in flocks on tidal f lats nainly about Joskeleigh.

La tham's  sn ipe  Ga l l inago hardu i .ek i i  ww A spr ing  and sunner  passage migran t t
arriving in August and recorded unti l Decembert in groups of up to
f i ve  b i rds .

Bar-tailed coawii- Linosa Lapponica rs ww Comon sllmer migrantt large
f locks in swer, f requently seen in winter in small nmbers .
Movements have been noted from the mainland to the off-shore islands.
once recorded feeding on Gracenere Lagoon.

Red Knot  Ca l id r is  canutus ' fs  corn tnon s lmer  migran t t  w ide ly  sca t te red  on
the  coas ta l  t ida l  f la ts .

Great  Xnot  Ca l id r is  tenu i ro ; t r i s  Ts  Uncomon sumer  n ig ran t t  ma in ly
s ing le  b i rds ;  however ,  a  f l -ock  o f  a t  leas t  150 seen a t  Joske le igh
o n  2 1  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 5  ( A . E . F .  R o g e r s  p e r s .  c o m . ) .

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuninata Ts l, lw Comon sumer migranti
arriving in August and departing i.n May. Usuall,y in snall. f locks
on the swamps and tidal f lats.

Red-necked St|nt Calidris ruficoll is Is }lw Comon s|mer migrant; a snall
number remain during the wintert in pairs and flocks of over 200
b i rds .
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Cur lew sandp iPer  ca l id " is  fe r rug inea Ts  t i lw

to large flocks along the coast.

Sander l ing  Ca l id r i . s  a lba  Ts  Rare  vagrant i
on the beach at Farnborough in March

Broad-b i l led  Sandp iper  L i 'n ico la  fa le ine l lus  Ts  Rare  vagrant i  one record
of a single Liid seen during December 1974 at Emu Park (B.W. Finch
pers .  com.  ,  .

s i l ver  Gu l l  Larus  nouaeho l land iae  oc  Ts  ! {v  comon res ident t  in  f locks  o f
up to 50 birds. Juvenile birds often noted in sumer, aPParently
fron the breeding colonies on the CaPricorns and other local coral
cays' no local nesting known.

whiskered ?jern ChLidonias hybnida lt lw Comon nomd; recordeal in Pairs ancl
flocks of from four to t2O+, usually on the larger lagoons of th€
Fitzroy River floott-plain' Often aeen in nuPtial Plu[age but local
breeding is unknom.

white-winged Terr. chli 'doniae LeucoPte"a t{w vagrantt two recordS, both fron
uurriy Lagoon in December 1974 anal 1977, anal both of groul)a.of nore
than ZO b i rds  (8 .w.  F inch  and T .  and L .  L ina lsey  Pers .  coEr . ) -

cull-bil led Tetn celocheli.don nilotiea ls l{n cotnnon sinter residentt
arriving in May and departing in septenber. Occasionally.obFerved
in sumer, usually singly. In winter grouPs of uP to eight birds
in both breeding and ecliPse plumage.

caspian Tern HAdloprogne easpia oc Ta ww comon residentt usually singly'
in scattered pairs, or smll f locks. Mainly noted along the bcach-
fronts, occasionally on lagoons near RockhamPton.

comon Tern Sterna hirundo ls vagrantt one record of a bird observed with
a  f lock  o f  L i t t le  Terns  on  Great  KepPeI  on  14  February  L972.

Whi te - f ron ted  Tern  Sterna  e t r ia ta  Is  Rare  vagrant i  a  sPec imen in  the
Nat iona l  Musem o f  v ic to r ia  i s  the  on ly  loca l  record  (H indwood 1945) .

L i t t le  Tern  Stenna a lb i f rons  Ts  ! i t {  comon res ident ;  s lmer  migran ts
increase from October to March. Mainly on the coast, less often
on Fitzroy River and lagoons.

c res ted  Tern  Sterna  be"g i i  oc  Ts  Comon breed ing  res ident t  s ing ly  and
in snall f locks of up to 40 birds. Breeding plunage noted from
October to December.

Lesser  c res ted  Tern  Sternq  benga lens is  Oc Ts  Unconmon
on the mainland at .toskeleigh, in flocks of uP to
wi th  Cres ted  Terns .

Superb  Fru j - t -Dove Pt i l inopus  euperbus  Fo Rare  vagrant i
a t  By f  ie ld  ( l lw)  .
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comon sumer nigrant t in snall

one record of about 20 birds
1975 (c .  Rober ts  pers .  co l f r i . ) .

breeding residentt
20 birds associating

recorded in 1924

Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove Ptil i ,nopus regina to tt ld Connon breeding resident,
nomadic in winter. Inhabits denser sections of the wetter areas of
forest and woodland, observed singly and in groups of up to eight.

wompoo Fru i t -Dove Pt iL inopus  nagn i f ieus  Fo Uncomon res ident t  recent



septenber/DeceDbet, L978

observations are of single birds only in the Byfield area.

Top knot  P igeon Lopho la imua qntarc t i cue  lo  Gt  comon passage migran t t
moves through from JuIy to october, in Large flocks of uP to 30 birds.

white-headed Pigeon Co1.unba leucomela Fo vagrantt recorded from the Ber-
serker  Ranges in  the  1880 's  (KB)  and a t  By f ie ld  in  1924 ( I I t l )  an t l  in
Apr i l  1975 (G.  Rober ts  pers .  com.) .

Feral Pigeon CoLunba Livia ww Gr T\ Colmn breedinq residenti found about
Rockhampton, swamps, lagoons and grassland adjacent to urban areas.
observed s ing ly  and in  sna l l  f locks .

spotted Turtle-Dove Stteptopelia ehineneie wd Gr Tn comon breealing
residentt singly and in pairs; in and around Rockhampton, not sighteal
more than five miles from the city.

Brown Cuckoo-Dove Macropygta anboi.nenei,s Fo Comon surmer migrantt arriving
september and departing in February, also recorded in April (G.
Rober ts  pers .  com.) ,  s ing le  b i rds  on ly '  usua l l y  feed ing  in  low
bushes in  c losed fo res ts .

Peaceful Dove Ceopelia plactda Mn Fo wd sc He Gr Tn Comon breeding
res ident ;  ind iv idua ls ,  pa i rs  o r  f locks  o f  up  to  50  b i rds .

Bar-shouldered Dove Ceopelia huneralis Mn lrt l, Fo Wd Sc Gr Conmn breeding
residentr widespread. seen singly, although feeding groups of up to
ten birds have been noted.

Emerald Dove chalcophaps indiea Fo wd Unconmon breeding residentt
recorded in the Berserker Panges in 1888 (KB), and three records for
the Byfield areai october 1924 (sw), and comnon in March, 1975
(G. Roberts pers . com. ) .

comon Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera wd Uncomon seasonal residentt between
,June and Septembert singly and in pairs, particularly between Alton
Downs and Westwood.

crested PLgeon )cvphaps Lophotes Fo wd cr Tn comon breeding residenti
singly and in flocks of up to 30 birdst no records fron coast but
conmon inland.

squatter Piqeon Petrophassa scripta ! 'o wd sc cr uncomon breeding resident;
s ing ly  and in  f locks  o f  up  to  s ix  b i rds .  Inhab i ts  the  dr ie r  a reas .

Wonga P j .geon Leueosarc i .a  ne lano leuca Fo Wd Rare  vagrant i  occas iona l  spr ing
records .  Loca l  res idents  s ta te  i t  i s  an  in f requent  v is i to r  to  the
brigalow areas near Gogango; other sightings around the Byfielal area.

Red-taileal Black-Cockatoo Calyptonhgnchue nagni,f icue Fo wd cr Tn Unconunon
nomad throughout the area. Usually in small f locks, although singles
and pairs have been sighted. One pair nested in Rockhampton during
1 9 7 3 .

Glossy  B lack-Cockatoo  Ca lgp torhynchus La than i  Mn Fo wd c r  Tn  Rare  spr ing
transienti inhabits the coastal fringe. Mentioned for the area by
Forshaw (1969) and from Shoalwater Bay area (l lAN).

Ye l low- ta i l -ed  B lack-Cockatoo  Ca lyp torhynehus funeneue Po Rare  breed ing



Sulphur-crested
res ident t
in  coas ta l
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vagranti recorded from the Berserker Ranges in 1888 (KB) ' Recent

un ;on f i rmed repor ts  f rom Gogango (K-  L ind ley  pers .  com.) '

caLah cacatua toseicapi,La wd Tn uncotmon winter transientt frequently seen

about Westwood. Usually in small grouPs and in Pairs'

L i t t le  Core l la  Cqeatua  sangu inea v lw Gt  Uncomon t rans ien t i  occur red  in

ie lu rar  sml l  f tocks  6 t  up  to  12  f ron  1953 to  1960 (whee ler  1953-1960)

at Yeppen YepPen Lagoont in SePtember 1973 two were recorded in the

same ilea; l l tely ttrere has been a small party in Rocktti lPton (J'

Mccabe pers. com. ) .

Cockatoo Cacatua galertta Ts Mn Fo Wd Gr CottElon breealing
in singles and paiis, to flocks of up to 100 biralst comnonest

b e l t .

Rainbow Lorikeet Ttichogloeeus haenatodue Ts Fo Wd Sc He Gr Tn Comon

breed ing  res ident ; -s ing les ,  pa i rs ,  and some f locks  o f  over  100 b i rc ls '

Attract;d in nrmbers to schotia when in flower in tom in sePtembe!'

sca ly -breas ted  Lor ikee t  l r i . chog losaua ch lono lep i -do ta8  Ts .Fo l {d -9r  In
comon breealing resident; singles, pairs, and occasional f locks of

up  to  20  b i rds .  A lso  a t t rac ted  to  Schot ia .

L i t t le  Lor ikee l -  GLosBops i t ta  pue i . l la  Ts  Fo wd comon breed j .ng  seasona l
resident; records are lacking for December and January only.
observed singly and in flocks of up to 12 birds.

Aus t ra l ian  K ing-Par ro t  A l i s te rua  scapu lax is  Fo  Wd Rare  breed ing  nomadi
recorded in  1888 (KB) ,  oc tober  1924 (Hw) ,  and in  L972 ln  the  Shoa l -
water Bay area (HAN); no sightings during the current stualy Perio'l '

Red-winged Pat ro l .  Ap tosn ic tua  e?athroPterus  Eo wd comon breed ing  nomd'
Found singly and in small groups in the drier areas fron June to
November .

Cockat ie l  Nynph icus  hoL land ieue l tw  Fo
la rge  f luc tua t ions  in  numbers .
more .

Budger igar  Me lops i t t i .eus  undu la l tue  Gr  Tn Uncomon
llarch to october. Individuals to small f locks
in  the  dr ie r  a reas .

wd cr Tn Comon breeding nomdi
seen s ing ly  and in  f locks  o f  100 and

nomd; recorded for
o f  up  to  20  b i rds  seen

Pale-headed Rose l la  P la tucercus  adse i tus  Fo wd Sc  Gr  Tn Comon breed ing
res ident t  occur r ing  s ing ly ,  in  pa i rs ,  and in  loose f locks  o f  uP to
ten  b i rds .

PaI I id  Cuckoo Cucu lue  pa l l i ' dus  i {w  Fo Wd Sc Gr  Uncomon spr ing  migran t t
in sm1l numbers only. occasional records of single birt ls for
other seasons of the year.

Brush cuckoo Cuculus uari.olosus Wd Unconunon sumer migrant; arriving in
september and departing in February. usually slngle.

Fan-tailed Ctckoo Cuculus pgrnhophanus Fo Wd Comon sunmer migrantt
occasionally wintering. Recorded as single birds only.

Hors f  ie ld 's  Bronze-Cuckoo ChrUsococcAs basa l ; 'a  Wd Gr  Comn sPr ing  and
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sumer breeding migrantt single birds only recordedt numerous during
sPr ing .

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcya Luci-dua Ts trld Conmon sPring and smer
migrantt seen as single birt ls onlyt mostly in spring; there is one
record of a single bird in June fron the islandls near North KepPel.

Gould's Bronze-cuckoo ch"asococcyr ?uaaatua Fo wd Uncomon sPring migrantt
single birds recorded from August to October.

comon Koel Eudynani,e seolopacea Ts Fo wd sc Gr Tn uncomon resialent, in
singles and groupg of up to three birdst increase in numbers froo
September to January, when nigrant birds arrive.

Channe l -b i l led  cuckoo SeVthvops  nouaeho l land. iae  Fo wd Gr  Tn Uncomon su .mer
migrant; arriving in September and departing in March. Usually in
s ing les  and pa i rs .

Pheasant coucaL centropus phasi.aninas Mn l{t{ Fo wd sc Gr Tn Comn breeding
reaidentt their habit of frequenting roadsides results in nunerous
casualties from vehicles. seen singly and in pairs.

*Rufous ovr! Ninoc nufa Eo vagrantt one record frorn the Byfield area in
1 9 2 4  ( E w ) .

*Powerful outl Ninox strenua Fo vagrantr recorded about RockhamPton in
1 8 8 8  ( K B ) .

southern Boobook ninoi nooae,eelandiae wd Gr Tn Uncomon breeding residentt
unrecorded during sumert usually seen singly and in Pairs.

Barking oerl l l inor connioens wd. Breeding transientt recorded about
Rockhampton in  1888 (KB) .

Barn owl IUto alba cr Tn Rare breeding transienti recorded fro[r l larch to
Novenberr not seen or heard during the sunmer. Single birals and Pairs
on ly .

*Masked OvtL  Tgto  no taeho l land iae  Rare  vagrant i  a  s ing le  casua l  nent ion
o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  i n  1 8 8 8  ( K B ) .

*Sooty  owl  Iy to  tenebr icosa Rare  vagrant i  one record  o f  a  b i rd  seen in
1888 in  the  area  o f  Lou isa  Creek  (KB) .

Tawny Frogrmouth Podargus strigoides Fo wd Gr Comon breeding residentt
' decreases in nwbers in the wet season. Noted as individuaLs and

pa i rs .  The grey  phase recorded regu la r ly ;  on  I  August  1972 a t  Enu
Park a pale-plmaged bird was seen.

Marb led  Frogmouth  Podargus  oee l la tus  Eo Rare  vagrant i  a  Poss ibLe s igh t ing
of  a  b i rd  f ron  the  By f ie ld  a rea  in  1924 (Hw)  is  the  on ly  record .

Aus t ra l ian  ory le t -n igh t ja r  Aegothe leB c r is ta tua  wd Uncomon breea l ing
resident; mainly recorded in winter and sprihg. Seen as inclividuals
on ly .

white-throated Nightjar Cap?i.nulgus myetacali,s Fo Wd Rare seasonal
residentt recorded mainly in spring and wintert individluals seen in
f l igh t  and heard  ca l l ing .
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large-tailed Nightjar Caprinulgus macrurus Fo Rare vagranti recorded near
cracemere in August 1955 (wheeler 1956). other records are fron the
Shoa lwater  Bay  area  (HAN) .

white-throated Needletai.I Eirundapue caudacutug Is Gr Uncotrlt lon sufi ler
migrantt arriving in october and deParting in January, Passage
mi.grants seen, as only a few noted during the wet s€ason. The
larges t  f lock  numbered over  2 ,000 in  October  1974.

Fork-tailed SwLf|. Apus paeificus tt ld, Tn Rare sumer migrantt two sightings,
one in  Apr i l  1973 (over  I ,000)  and a  second in  August  1973 (about  200) ,
represent the larger flocks observed. Recorded also from shoalwater
Bay area  (1972)  and in  August  1957 (whee ler  1958) .

Azure Kingfisher ceat aaurea wv sc comon residentt singles and pairs
a long smal le r  c reeks .

Laughing Kookaburra DaceLo notaeguineae wt Fo Wd Sc Gr Tn Comon breeding
residentr seen individually and in groups of uP to five bircle. This
species outnunbers the blue-winged kookaburra by a ratio of about 2:1.

Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo Leaehii un fiw Fo wd Gr tn corunon breeding
residentt recorded as individuals and pairs, occasionally in threes.
Of ten  ca1 ls  a t  n igh t .

Forest Kingfisher EaLcAon naeleagii. vlw Fo wd Gr Tn Comon breeding
seasonal resident; connoner in spring and suMler. Notedl nainly
as  s ing les  and pa i rs .

Red-backed. Kingfisher Halcgon pyrrhopygia Fo wal Tn Unconmon spring and
autumn breeding migrant; normally recorded as individual birds in
the drier areas. spring sightings indicate a build-up in nunlcera
before departure flom the district.

Sacred K i -ng f isher  HaLcaon sanc ta  Ts  ww wd Gr  Tn comn breed ing  res ident t
showing an increase in numbers during the spring and autum nigrations.
Noted  s ing ly  and in  pa i . rs '  occas iona l l y  in  th rees .

Co l la red  K ing f isher  HaLcAon chLor i .s  Ts  Mn Uncomon passage migran t t
recorded singly in August, september and February. Noted at Joskeleigh
and the Fitzroy River estuary (KB). The Sboalwater Bay populatlon
is  apparent ly  h igher  (HAN) .

Raanbow Bee-eater Merops o"natus Ts Mn Ww Fo Wd He Gr Tn Comon breeding
residentt showing an increase in migrants in spring and EWer.
observed singl-y and in flocks of up to 20 bj.rds.

Do l ta rb i rd  EurAatonua o t ien ta l i s  Ts  Fo wd sc  Gr  Uncomon sumer  b reed ing
migranti arriving in September and departj-ng in April. seen singly
and in pairs, perched in taller trees or hawking overhead.

No j -sy  P i t ta  P i t ta  uers ieoLo!  Fo  Uncomon autumn and spr ing  passage
migrant; a few remaining through the sumer. Records show a pre-
fe rence fo r  the  low c losed fo res ts .  Recorddd s ing ly  on ly .

Singing Bushlark Milaf?a jauanica wd Gr Uncomon transient; apparently
absent during the autumn. sighted singly and in partj.es of up to
th ree  b i rds .
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wel.come swallow Hirundo neocena oc Tb Mn ww wd Tn comon breeding resident,
normalry in.groups of four to five birds. shows marked pref6rence for
coastal pl.aint fewer inland.

Tree Martin cecropis nignicane Ts t{rr wd Gr conmon breeding resident; inpairs and flocks of up to 40 birds. Regularly .UJ" ,i:, i f,- i" i iv
Martin when feeding.

Fa i ry  Ma- r t in  Ceerop ia .a r ie l  t s  ww Wd Gr  Tn Cot rmon breed. ing  res ident ;
numbers  reduced in  w i .n te r .  S ing les  to  f locks  o f  more- t tan  iOO-
noted. During winter there is some movement on the coastal plain.

R ichardrs  P ip i t  An thus  nouaesee land iae  Ts  wd He Gr  coounon breed ing  res ident ,
indivj-dually and in pairs; widespread through the area.

Brack- faced cuckoo-shr ike  corac ina  nouaeho l land. iae  rs  w i 'o  wd sc  Gr  Tn
Comon breeding resident; in singles and pairs in swer; ftocis of
up to ten birds frequently noted in winter.

wh i te -be l l ied  cuckoo-shr ike  
.corae ina .pa-preas is  Fo  wd rn  comon breed ing

res ident t  regu la r  s igh t ings  o f  ind iv idua ls  and pa i rs .

Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrike Conaeina Lineata Fo lttd, Rare transient, two
recent records (wBA and Hw), but has been recorded from the shoar_
water  Bay  area  (HAN) .

C icadab i rd  Corqc ina  tenu i ros t r i s  Fo  Wd ?n Uncomon swer  migran t ;
arriving September-and departing April. Recorded regulaily iron
tj,mbered hitls, seldom on the plains. Usually seen iingty-.

Ground Cuckoo-shrike Coracina nasina Gr Rare nomad, singles and pairs
in areas of dry grasses along the Fitzroy n:.ver rr6oalpi; i":----

white-winged Tril ler Lalage sueurii Ts wd Gr uncomon surnner breeding
migrantr arrive September and depart Decenberi occasionaf recoiis
for other periods of the year. iecorded in pairs, U"t i ir"pti"""
can occur throughout the year.

Var ied  Tr i l le r .La lage T ,eueone la  Ts  Fo Tn Connon breed ing  res ident ,
decrease in nunbers during Novenber to February. Si""-*"l"iy':-"
p a r r s .

Whi . te 's . , l t , rvsh  Zoothera  daurna.Fo Rare  vagrant ;  recorded f rom Byf ie ld
area  in  1924 (HW),  a lso  in  the  Shoa lwater  Bay  area  (HAN)  .

Rose Rob in  pe t ro ica  rosea Fo Uncomon t rans ien t i  recorded in  Ju ly  andAugust only; no recent records. Noted in scrubs bord.ering tire
F i tz roy  R iver  in  1g8g (KB) ,  and Shoa lwater  Bay  in  f97 I  (HAN)  .

*Scar1et  Rob in  pe t ro ica  nu l t ieo lo r  l t ld .  Rare  vagrant i  one record  f rom
Lou i .sa  Creek  in  June 1 .898 (KB) .

Red-capped Rob 'n  pe t "o ica  goodenou i i  sc  Rare  r ransren t ,  recorded f romareas of brigalow in the western parts of the study i i..-Uy-f""if
obaervers i  no  in fo rmt ion  on  pres in t  s ta tus .

Hooded Rob in  Melanodryas  cucu l la ta  Sc  Rare  breed ing  t rans ien t ,  recordednear Black cin Creek (KB), and the Westwood area (WBA) .
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Robln Eopsaltria augt"alt| Fo sc Uncomon breetl ing

singly andl widely scattered through the area. minly about

Jacky winter Mi,croeca Leucophaea FO Wd CoNnon breealing residentt fewer in

w in te r .  Usua l ly  s igh ted  as  s ing les  and pa i rs '

pale-vellow RobLn T"egellasia eapi,to Po Rare residenti recorded in scrubby- - - - : ; ; ;=  
a t  B lack  Gin  Creek  i r . tune 1888 (KB) .  The on ly  recent  s igh t ing

was of one bird at Byfield in october 1970'

Cres ted  Shr ike- t i t  Fa lcuncu lus  f ron ta tue  Fo Wd Unco(mon breed ing  t rans ien t t

a late winter and spring visitor to the north-eastern sector of the

area. Also recorded in the shoalwater Bay area (HAN) '

co lden wh is t le r  Paehycepha la  peetora l i s  Mn Po Uncomn res ident t  most

comon in July ' least comon in sumer . Noted singl-y and in pairs '

Rufous  wh is t le r  Paehyeepha la  tu f ioent r i s  Ts  Mn Fo wd Sc  Gr  Tn counon- - - -  
i "= ia . t t ;  fewer ' in 'au tm ind  w in te r .  Ma j 'n ly  observe t l  in  pa i rs '

Litt le shrike-thrush collutieinela negarhgncha Fo Yld sc conuoon breeding

iesident; in stnall groups of three to four and as in' l ividuals'

crey shrike-t:nttsln collunicinela harmonica Fo wd sc connon residentt--- ' 

""ivi"g 
numbers indicate much notnadic rnovement. There is no record

of lhe bird west of the Fitzroy River.

c res ted  Be l lb i rd  7?eo iea  gu t tu ra l i s  wd Rare  vagrant i  recorded f rom the

westwood area  in  the  1920rs  (wBA) .

Black-faced Monarch Mona?cha nelanopsis Ts Fo Wd Unconnon autumn and sPring

passage migrant; arrive April ind September and depart June and

October .  Noted  s ing ly  and in  pa i rs .

spectacled Monarch Monarcha tri l) irgatus Fo Comon sPring and autunn
' 

p."".ga migranti a small nunber remain to breed in surnmer' Noted

ind,ividually and in Pairs.

White-eared Monarch Monarcha Leueotis Ts Fo Wd Unconnon breealing residentt

breeding in the wetter coastal areas, including Berserker Range'

Seen s ing ly  and in  Pa i rs .

Leaden Flycatchet Myiag"a tubecula Ts Fo wd Sc conmon autumn and spring
passige migranl; ione remin to breed. Noted singly and in Pairs,

'  
occas iona l l y  in  th rees .

Satin Ftycatcher Myi.agra cyanoleuca Ts Wd Uncomon spring and sumer
nigiant; tounb iir sinlles and pairs. There is a snall wintering
population in the western section of the study area.

Rest less  F lyca tcher  Ma iagra  inqu ie ta  Fo wd Gr  conmon res ident t  in  s ing les

and pairs; decrease in numbers during the we.t season.

Rufous Fantail Rhipid.una rufi ' fxona ! ' ln Fo Tn Uncomon resident; a sPring
movement into coastal- plain by migrating birds, extending weatwards

to  the  Berserker  Range.  occurs  s ing ly  and in  pa i rs .

c rey  Fanta i l  Rh ip idura  fu l ig inosa Ts  Fo wd Gr  Tn comon breed ing  w in te r
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mj.granti snall nunbers noted in late March, becoming numerous in
June-July, decreasing rapidly in August, and not obierved after
October .

wi.l l ie WagtaiL Rhi.pi,dura Leu-eophrys Ts tftr Fo Wd cr Tn Comon breeding
residentr forms loose flocks in winter, otherwise founal as single
b i rds  and pa i rs .

Eastern Whipbird Paophodee oliuaceus Fo Uncomon probable residenti
although recorded only in spring, pairs and individuals seen j.n the
Byfield area. Recorded from the shoalwater Bay area in two tocalit ies
(HAN) .

Grey-crowned Babbler ponatostonu! tenporalie Fo Wd Sc Gr Tn Comon
breeding residentt normally in flocks of from four to seven birds.
Recorded only in the drier areas.

C l i lo rous  Reed- lvarb le r  Acroeepha lus  a ten toreus  Ww In  Comon t rans ien t ,
recorded from .fuly to November, with a peak in Septemberi nostly
in wetlands of Fitzroy River flood-plain.

Tamy Grassbird Megaluru! t inoriensis ttw Wd Gr Uncomon breeding sprrng
visitorr arriving August and departing Novenber. fndivicluais ind
pairs recorded from both areas of plains.

Li.tt le Grassbird Megalurus gxanineus ww Rare vagrantt one record fron the
Bessie Sue Lagoon area, in October 1974 (F. .tohnston pers. coaur.).
Listed from the Shoalwater Bay area in 1972 (IIAN).

Z i t t ing  C is t i co la  C is t i co la  junc id . ie  Gr  Rare  vagrant i  there  is  an
record from,Fitzroy Vale (Anon 1941). The only record in the
period is of a flock of six on 23 June 1974 beiween gracemlie
Rockhilpton.

corden-headed cisticola cieticola eail ie Ts ww wd Gr Tn corilnon breeding
residenti occurs on the Fitzroy River flood-plain, coastal records
fron Joskeleigh and coowonga onty. Mostry seen as individluars and ingroups  o f  up  to  s ix  b i rds ,

Rufous  song lark  c inc lo rhanphus na theus i  Fo  wd c r  common s ' *e r  n ig ranE,
?rllvi lS in September departj.ng in February. Recorded only ai
ind iv idua l  b i - rds .

var iegated  Fa i ry -wren Malurus  Lanber t i  wa uncomon breed ing  res ident ;
.  usuar ry  in  pa i rs .  Ma lurus  Lqnber t i  Lanber t i  was  found in  ran i ina

near  A l l iga tor  c reekr  Ma lurus  Lanber t i  qes in iL is  i "  l i i ! i f " * -J [o" t
Westwood. Kalapa and cogango.

Red-backed Fa i ry -wren Malu?ua ne lanoeepha lus  Ts  F ,o  wd Sc  He c r  Tn
comon breeding resident, slightly fewer sightings in winter. Noted
singly and in pairs and flocks of up to eigh[. bir6s.

Larqe-b i r red  scrubwren se-x icorn is  nagn i toBt { i s  Fo  .  uncomon breed ing
res ident t  w idespread on  coas ta l  p la in ,  in  s ing les  and pa i rs .

wh i te -browed scrubwren ser ieorn is  f ron ta l i s  Fo  wd sc  comon breed ing
resi.dent; seen as ind.ividuals and pairs in thick vegetation and"in
rubber  v ines .

oId
etualy
and
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speck tea t  warb le r  sen ieorn is  sag i t ta tus  wd uncomon breed ing  res ident ;
usually in pairs and singly. Nomally encountered on the Fitzroy
River flood-plain and about Rossmoya.

weebilt Snicronni.s bretiroetris ww Fo wd conmon breeding resident; in
flocks of up to 20 birds; nainly frequenting low eucalypt growtb.

la rge-b i l led  cerygone Ge?Vgone nagn i ros t t i s  Fo  Rare  vagrant i  two records ,
shoalwater Bay area where "quite comn" in septetnber l97l (HAN) , anat
a pair of birds in the Berserker Panges in December 1973.

Mangrove Gerygone GerAgone laeoiga?ter Ts Wr comon breeding residentt
seen in singles, pairs and in loose groups of up to ten birds.

western cerygone GerAgone fueca Sc Rare vagranti recorded by both CamPbeII
(1900) and Alexander (GMS) from the western part of the study areat
not seen during the Present study.

Fairy cerygone GerAgone palpebrosa Fo vl. l Sc Tn comon breeding residentt
normally in pairs, feeding in the canopy of trees andl distributed
over a wide area.

white-throated Gerygone Gerygone olitacea Fo Wd Gr Tn Uncomon breeding
residentt passage migrants increase from August to .tanuary. Usually
no ted  s ing ly  and in  pa i rs .

Brom Thornb i l l  Aeanth iza  pue i .L la  Fo  Uncomon br€ed ing  res ident t  s igh t -
ings from the Byfield area in 1924 (Ew), and in the Berserker Range
(HAN) .

Buf f - rumped Thornb i l l  Acqnth iza  regu lo id .es  Fo Rare  breed ing  vagrant i
the only records are from the Westwood and Mount Morgan areas (G!lS).

Ye l low- rmped Thornb i l l  Acanth iza  chrvsor lhaa wd c r  Uncomon t rans ien t i
in  s ing les  and in  smal l  f locks .

Yell-ow ThornbLLL Acanthiza nana Po wA Uncomon breeding residentt recorded
during August to October only, usually in small f locks. Although
nwerous in the Shoalwater Bay area (HAN), there were few sighti-ngs
during the present study.

Var ied  S i t te lLa  Dqphoenos i t ta  ch?Asopterd  Fo Wd [Jncomon breed ing  res ident t
nomadic ,  in  f locks  o f  up  to  e leven b i rds .

wh i te - th roa ted  Treecreeper  C l inac ter iB  leueophaea Eo t t ld  Comon res ident t
showing occasional nomadic movement; mainly in wetter areasr usually
in  s ing les  and in  pa i rs .

Brown Treecreeper Clinacteri.s picunnus Fo wd Conmon breeding residentt
showing some nonadic movement during sunmer. Occurs in the drier
areas i  in  par t ies  o f  up  to  n ine  b i rds .

Sp iny-cheeked Honeyeater  AcanthagenAs ru fogu la r is : fn  Unconmon t rans ien t t
s e v e r a l  r e c o r d s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  ( W h e e l e r , 1 9 5 2 , 1 9 5 3 ,  f 9 5 4 ) ,  a n d  o n e
at  Rockhampton in  1922 (GMS) .  No recent  s igh t ings .

St r iped Honeyeater  P lee torhgncha Lanceo la ta  Wd Gr  Comon breed ing  res ident t
in  the  dr ie r  a reas ,  usua l ly  s ing les  and pa i rs .
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i s i l ver -c rowned Fr ia rb i ra l  Ph i lenon a tgent iceps  Wd Rare  vagrant i  two
records, the first by Bell (1968) at Shoalwater Bay area, the second
when two were watched at Parkhurst on 22 Septenber 1973.

No isy  Fr ia rb i rd  Ph i .Lenon eorn ieu la tua  Fo Wd He Tn Comon breed ing  res ident t
some autlm movement through the area. Seen in flocks of up to eight
b i rds .

L i t t le  Fr ia rb l rd ,  Ph i lenon c i tneogu lar is  Ts  Fo Wd Sc c r  Tn  Comon breed ing
res ident i  seen in  f locks  o f  up  to  20  b i rds .

Regent Honeyeater xanthonyza phrygia Fo Rare vagranti one record, Ratcliffe
(1938) near Byfield. There is an undated and unconfirmed record of

a single bird seen near Westwood.

Blue-faced lloneyeater Entomlzon cAanotis Fo Wd Gr Tn Comon breeding
residentt widely dispersed except in the rainforestsi seen gingly and
in loose flocks of about ten birds.

No isy  Miner  Manor ina  ne lanocepha la  Fo v ld  Gr  Tn  Comon breed ing  res ident t
seen in flocks of up to 14 birals.

Yellow-throated Miner Manorina flaui,gula Gr In Uncomon seasonal transientt
usually in autumn and wintert in small f l .ocks in the alrier weatern
sector and occasionally in Rockhampton itself.

Lewinfs l loneyeater Meliphaga Leui.ni. i. Fo Wd Comon breeding residentt
either singly or in small loose groups. Rarely observed in the area
of brigalow in the west of the study area.

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Li.chenostonue ehrysope Fo Rare winter migrantt
in small numbers (RG, HAN).

*Varied Honeyeater Lichenostonue teneieolor t l ln Wd Sc Rare vagrantt recorded
at North Keppel in 1924 (Hw), in 1974 several were heard giving
their distinctive call on Corroboree Island, north of North Keppel.
AI1 records were in the spring. Recorded from Shoalwater Bay area
(HAN) .

Mangrove Honeyeater  L ichenostonus  fasc iogu lan is  Is  Mn Comon breed ing
residentt sj.ngly or in small Loose flocks. SmaII populationg occur
on the  is lands .

wh i te -eared Honeyeater  L ichenostomus Leucot ie  Fo  Rare  t rans ien t ;  recorded
from the westwood area (c!{S), and from the Shoalwater Bay area (HAN).

Grey- f ron ted  Honeyeater  L iehenostonus  p lunu lus  Wd Rare  vagrant i  recorded
during the spring from west of Rockhilpton, mainly fron about Grace-
mdre  (Mathews,  1913,  and HAN) .

Fuscous  Honeyeater  L ichenostonua f tscas  Fo Wd Conmon breed ing  res ident t
some local nomadic movementsi usually in small f locks.

Whi te -p lmed Honeyeater  L ichenostomus pen ic iT la ius  Fo Gr  Rare  t rans ien t i
recorded from the area (GIrtS), and from Shoalwater Bay (HAN).

B lack-ch inned Honeyeater  Me l i th rep tus  gu la r is  Fo  Wd Unconmon nomadt  in
dr ie r  sec t ions .  Usua l ty  in  smal l  f locks  in  the  canopy.
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whi te - th roa ted  Honeyeater  Me l i th rep tus  a l ,bogu lar is  Fo  Wd Sc Gr  Tn Connon
residentt some nomadic movements during the wet season. Recorded in
f locks  o f  up  to  20  b i rds .

Brown Honeyeater Lichne?a indieti.ncta l. ln Fo wd
res ident ;  seen s ing ly  and in  smal l  f locks .
area  .

He cr Tn comon breeding
widespread through the

white-cheeked Honeyeater Phylidongnis nigra Fo He Uncomn breeding
resident; noted only from the coastal belt, never far fron heath-
land;  usua l ly  in  smal l  f locks .

iBar-breasted Honeyeater Raneagornis faeciatus l ld Rare vagranti one local
record  o f  a  f lock  o f  30+ feed ing  in  Ca l l i s temon sg .  a t  Rossmoya on
18 oc tob€r  1975 (A .E.F .  Rogers  pers .  conn. ) .  A lso  ment ioned f rom
near Broad Sound north of the study area (RG).

Eas tern  sp ineb i l l  AcanthorhAnehus tenu i . roa t r i s  Fo  Rare  vagrant i  ment ioned
from the area (RG). On the 9 February L972 at Mt. wheeler a bird
was heard call ing several t irnes in dry forest.

Dusky Honeyeat.et MAzonela obseura Fo wd He cotrmon breeding local. nomdt
a possible spring moverent through the area. In pairs and small
loose f locks .

scar le t  Honeyeater  M!zomelq  sangu ino len ta  Fo Wd He Comon res ident t
there is a movement to the rainforest areas in March, June, and
August to November, but pattern of local movement not clearly definetl;
absent from woodland from November to January; several birds in heath
during septenber. Recorded in flocks up to 50 birds.

Ye l low Chat  Ephth ianura  c rocea ww Rare  vagrant ;  a  s ing le  record  o f
spec inens  co l lec ted  in  1859 f rom F i tz roy  Va le  (Mack .  1930) .  A lso  f rom
Tor i l la  P la ins  nor th  o f  the  s tudy  area  (A .J .C.  19 I?) .

Ye l low-be l l ied  Sunb i rd  Nectar in ia  jugu la r ts  Wd Tn Uncomon breed ing
spring and swer migrantr occas j.onally wintering. Usually seen in
groups of up to four. comon on offshore islands.

Mistletoebird Di.caeum hirundinaceun l4n Fo tld sc Gr Tn Comon breeding
resident; usually observed in fl ight. Noted on one occasion feeding
on ink-ber r ies ,  PhAto lacca sp .

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus Fo Uncommon transientt recorded
as a spring and sununer nomdr recorded in winter fron Shoalwater Bay
(HAN) .  Noted  as  ind iv idua ls  onLy .

Ye l low- t ipped Parda l -o te  Pa"dq lo tue  s t r i .a tus  s t? ia tus  Rare  vagrant t  there
is a specimen collected at Rockhampton (Hindwood anal Mayr, 1946).

Eas tern-s t r ia ted  Parda lo te  Parda lo tus  s t " ia tus  o rna tua  Eo ' ln  Uncomon
winter and spring breed.ing migrant, records indicate that it arrives
in May and departs in October.

S t r ia ted  Parda lo te  Pard .a lo tus  s t r ia tua  subs t r ia tus  Fo Uncomon t rans ien t t
recorded in spring only, when lone birds were noted. See also
Hindwood and Mayr  (1946) .

B lack-headed Parda lo te  Parda lo tus  s t? ia tua  melanoeephaLus Fo Wd Gr  Tn
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Comon breeding residentt widespread in singles and lEirs.

rPa le  Whi te -eye  Zos terops  c i tn ine l la  Rare  vagrant i  a  poss ib le  record  in
the Byfield area was reported in 1924 (Hlv).

S i l vereye Zoeterops  La tera l i .e  Ts  Fo wd c r  Unconmon breed ing  res ident t
in  pa i rs  and f locks  o f  up  to  100.

House Sparrow Passer domesticla Wd cr Tn Comn breeding resident; nainly
in the towns, occasionally moving i.nto adjoining grass and wooalland.

Red.-browed Firetail Enblena tenporalis Fo tt ld Corunon residentt sone local
movenents in autwnt pairs in flocks of up to eight birdst nostly
along watercourses.

Diamond Firetail Emblena guttata Wd Rare breeding residentt recorded from
the drier parts in the western section of the study area, at Westwood
(wBA)  and the  Dawson R iver  (Keas t ,  1958) .  No recent  records .

Star Finch Neoehnia rufi.eauda Gr Rarei no records this centuryt mentioned
f rom severa l  loca1 j - t ies  in  1888 (KB) .

Cr imson F inch^  Neochn ia  phdeton  c r  Rare i  no  records  th is  century r  recorded
in tall vegetation in several locations along the Fitzroy River in
I 8 8 8  ( K B )  .

Zebra  F inch  Poeph i .La  gu t ta ta  cT Comon breed ing  res ident r  nonad ic  in
sumner. In pairs and smll f locks of up to 20 birdst usually on the
drier areas of the Fitzroy River flood-plain.

Double-barred ELnc}f Phoephila bichenouii Ittn Fo wd cr Tn comon breeding
residentr widely di,stributed; in flocks of up to 20 birds.

Black-throated Finch Poephila cincta Eo Wd cr Unconmon breeding residentt
shows local movements; drier areas about Rossmoya and tlestwood; in
pa i rs  and f locks  o f  up  to  20  b i rds .

Plm-headed Finch AidenosVne nodeeta WA cr Uncomon breeding nonadt in small
par t ies  o f  up  to  12  b i rdsr  min ly  in  l igh t ly  t imbered dr ie r  a reas .

Chestnut-breasted Mannj.kin Lonchura castaneothorae Wd Uncomon breeding
resident; nomadic in sumer. Small groups encountered during the
1 9 5 0 ' s  ( w h e e l e r  1 9 5 2 - 1 9 6 0 ) ,  b u t  o n l y  s i n g l e  b i r d s  s e e n  n o w .

Nutmeg Mann ik in  Lonehuta  punc tu la ta  Wd cr  Tn  Comon breed ing  res ident t
f i r s t  appeared in  the  n id  L950rs .  Seen in  Rockhampton in  f tocks  o f
up  to  40  b i rds .

Conmon Starling Stu?nus uulgaris ww wd cr Comon breedi.ng residentr about
cracemere, Bessie Sue Lagoon, and Pink Lily Lagoont distribution
localized around these lagoons where they fed; appear to avoid urban
areas i  in  f locks  o f  up  to  200 b i rds .

Olive-backed OriLoLe TrioluB sagl ttatus Fo Wd Sc cr Tn Comon breeding
res ident t  w idespread in  s ing les  and pa i rs .

Southern  F igb i rd  Spheeotheres  u i r id is  t ie i l lo t i  Fo  Wd Sc c r  Tn  Cot rmon
breeding residentt in t inbered sections where fruit ing trees were
ava i lab le .  Seen in  f locks  o f  up  to  ten  b i rds .
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Ye l low F igb i rd  sphecotheres  t i r id is  f lao ioent t i s  Fo  wd Rare  vagrant ;
recorded f rom the  coas ta l  a rea  by  Gravat t  (Be lana l ,  1977) .

spangleal Drongo Die"urus hottentottas Fo wd sc Gr Tn comn breeding
residentr f locks of sumer nigrants arrive in sePtenber and dePart in
March. l, lainly seen singly except during the smer when flocks of rcre
than 100 are frequently 6een.

sa t in  Bowerb i rd  P t i loao"h |nchua t io laeeus  Eo Rare  vagrant i  recorded i 'n
1888 from the Berserker Range (KB)i no recent observations.

Regent  BowerbLrd  Sen ieu lus  ehrgaoeepha lus  Fo wd Rare  res ident t  severa l  o ld
references (KBt A.lc, 1900; Hw), and also more recent reports by local
residents of sightings around Gogango.

spotted Bowerbird Chlanyd.era naculata wd Gr Comn breeding residentt in
the nestern sector frotn KaIaPa to Gogango. Seen inalividually and in
pairs; mny bowers in brigalo\t.

Paradise Riflebirt l Pti lo?i,s patadiseue Fo Rare vagrantt rnentioned in 1888
fron the Berserker Range (KB). A Epecimen coLlectetl in the 1930's,
in rainforest near Mt. Larcombe, by local residents. No recent
s igh t ings .

white-winged c}j.oug}. coxcoras nelanorhanphoe Ed Gr Uncomon breeding
transientr in small f l"ocks of up to eight birds in l ightly to moderately
timbered drier areas.

Apost leb i rd  S t ru th idea c i ,nenea Fo Wd Tn Comon breed ing  res ident t  in  a l r ie r
areas and occasionally in Rockhampton; in pairs and flocks of uP to
ten  b i rds .

Aus t ra l ian  Magp ie- la rk  Gxa l l ina  eyano leuca Ts  Mn ww Fo Gr  Tn comnon
breealing resident; f locks of 20 frequent in cooler rcnths about
lagoons and swamps on Fitzroy River flood-plain, otherwise in singles
and pa i rs .

white-breasted Woodswallow ATtamua leucorhynehus Ts Ww wd Gr Tn Comn
breeding residentt shows local movementsi in flocks of up to 20 bircls;
mainly near wetlands and rivers.

Masked woodswaLLow A"tanua pe?eonatua Wd Gx Rare tranaientt trto records
only, both from the wegtern sector of the study area, in f888 (KB),
a n d  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  ( G M S ) .

whiti:-browed woodswallow A"tamus superctl ioaue Vd Gr Uncornmon breeding
nomadi  recorded in  1888 (KB)  and the  l920rs  (GMS) ,  and once a t  c race-
mere  on  17  september  1974.

BLack-faced woodswallow Artamus cinereus Fo Wd Gr Comn breeding residentt
in flocks of up to six birds; nainly in areas of grassland with
sca t te red  t rees .

Dusky woodswalLov Artamus caqnopterus Fo uncomon nomdi mentioned from
west of Rockhampton in 1888 (KB) and 1889 (Lumholtz). Two birds at
Rossmoya on 12 May 1974 are the only recent sighting.

Litt le WoodswaLlow Artanu? minot Fo vld. Gr Colmon. breeding residentr shorting
local movements, mainly in the drier sectors of the study areai in
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pairs and groups of four.

crey Butcherbi,rd c"acticus torquatua Fo wd Gr conunon breeding resident;
less comon than the Pied Butcherbiral. seen singly and in pairs.

Pied Butcherbird Cractieus nignogularis Mn Fo wd He Gr tln comnon breeding
resident? singly and in loose grouPs of up to five birds.

Australian lragpLe Gynnorhi'na tibicen Fo vld Gr Tn Comnon breeding resident;
s ing ly  and in  f locks  o f  up  to  30  b i rds .

Pied currawong St?epe"a graculina Fo 9!d. Conmon breeding resident; in high
country and associated valleys, occasionally in nearby lowland areas;
in flocks of up to 12 birds.

Australian Raven Corr4s coronoi.dee Fo wd Gr Rare vagranti nentioned froro the
Rockhampton area in the 1926 RAoU Checklist (2nd Edition). I lowever, the
the only record during the present study was one bird near 9loolwastl
Lagoon in September 1975.

Torresian Crow CorDua o?!u Is Mn tfit Fo Wd Gr Tn Comon breeding residenti
occur r ing  in  f locks  o f  up  to  20  b i rds .

C.  DISCUSSION

At present the study area appears to be environmentally unstable. There is
continued clearing of woodland for cattle production, and of small areas of
forest for citrus, pine trees and other crops. Tom areas are expanding
with growth in populati.on.

conservation of natural areas has been limited to the establishment of snall
nunbers of wildlife reserves, nainly in wetland (e.9. the woolwash Lagoon).
There is an urgent need for the itrrediate dedication of large areas of wood-
land and forest for the survival of many l-ocal bird species. At present,
efforts are being mde to establish a National Palk in the Berserker Ranges.
Removal of large tracts of brigalow and asEociated vegetation has already
brought about the disappearance of some species and a reduction in nunbers
of others (i.e. conmon Bronzewing, western Gerygone, Red-cappetl Robin'
Hooded Robin, spiny-cheekeal Honeyeater, Diamond Firetail). The decline
in Orange-footed Scrubfowl coulal be attributetl to loss of the forested
areas along the coast, and destruction of tall swilp grasses along the
Fitzroy River has resulted in the loss of both the Crimson Finch and the
s tar  F inch .

D.uring the study period it was recorded that a number of unusual species
have been, or are at present in the area. These are not nolmally shown on
distribution maps from the area. Amongst these are:

Freck led  Duck :  The neares t  Fr i th  (1957)  pLaces  the  b i rd  i s  about  300 mi les
south and north-west of Rockhampton, Storr (1973) gives similar notes
on d is t r ibu t ion .

Bush-hen: storr does not give detailed localit ies, but mentions cin cin to
the south of the study areai Crouther (19771 gives an account of the
bird about 200 miles north of the arear to the south the bird i6 not
known north of Bundaberg.

wompoo Fruit-Dovei condon (1975) states that it formerl.y inhabited area3
near  Rockhampton,  whereas  Stor r  (1973)  re fe rs  on ly  to  Broadbent rs
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record  in  1888.

Large-tailed Nightjar: Storr refers to the bird at Marmor and Gin Gin, south
of the study area.

Large-bil led cerygone: Both Mccil l (1970) and Storr give the range of this
species as extending north of the study area; McGill states the Suttor
River, and Storr gives Mackay. Identif ication was mde possible by
recording the followingr the breast yellow-buff, an eye-ring of white
feathering. and a small spot of whj-te over the bil l  (bil l  length nas
not  recorded) .

Pale-yel-Iow Robin: Storr records the two populations from the south-eaatern
highlanals and foothil ls anal the humid northeast south to Paluna.
Officer (1969) nentions the bird fron Rockhampton without details.

Grey-fronted Honeyeater: Officer (1965) gives the range aa east-central
Oueenslandi whereas Storr gives Yaamba and Gracemere as localit ies.

Silver-cromed Friarbird: Storr gives the range south to Bloomfield, and
Of f i cer  (1955)  s ta tes  south  to  Tonnsv i l le .

Eastern Spinebil l: Storr gives Mackay to the north and cin cin to the south.

Bar-breasted Honeyeater: Storr gives the lower Dawson, Officer (1965) the
Mackay area. In the Austral-ian Museun, Sydney, there are specimens taken
in the lower Dawson area. MacDonaLd (1973) shows it south to Rock-
hilpton.

Regent Bowerbird: Storr gives the lower Dawson. and Cooper and Forshaw
(1977) give Mackay south to the McPherson Ranger MacDonald gives the

range north to Mackay.
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FURTHER RECORDS OF PAI.AEARCTIC SPECIES It{ DARWIN
H . A . P .  T H O M P S O N

INTRODUCTION

The area around Darwin in the Northern Territory is well situated to receive
vagrant bird-species from the Palaearctic region. During the months of the
Northern Hemj-sphere winter, it is an important area for non-breeding Waalers
(Charadriiformes). Crawford (1972) was the first worker to aalequately
sumarize our knowledge of the area and to l ist records of vagrant species
such as  Redshank,  I " inga  to tanu6,  and Ye l low wagta i l ,  Motac i l la  f laoa .
since then, new species have been adaled and there have been further records
of species recorded by Crawford. McKean, Thompson and Estbergs (1976) gave
first Northern Terrltory records for Spotteal Greenshank, Iringa guttife",
and Litt le Ringed Plover, Chatadriua d.ubiue, as well as adldit ional records
for other species. Thompson (1977) gives a further recold each fo! the
carganey,  Anas  querquedu la ,  and Redshank.

This paper brings the record up to date by publishing notes from t})e 1977/'18
wet season for f ive species, aII previously lecorded in the area. There is
an account of the records for each specj.es and a brief discussion where it
is thought to be appropriate. A short suronary reviews our knowledge of
Palaearctic species in the area and speculates on future observations.

SPECIES

Garganey Anas que"quedu la

On 9 Apri1, 1978, ,I. Estbergs and A. Hertog found a male erganey in breeding
p lwage in  a  la rge  f lock  o f  c rey  TeaI ,  A .  g ibben i f rozs ,  a t  the  Sanderson
Sewage Ponds, Darwin. The bird was seen later in the day by C. Devonport,
A, Thompson and myself and on l0 April by Dr. D. Jacobs and T. Jacobs. I
noted the following: noticeably smaller than Grey Teali

white eye-brows conspicuous at a distance, the two forning a V at the
back of the headr on the water, appeared mainly grey with l ighter f lanks
and the head and breast a rich dark-brom. In fl ight showed a green
speculum with white bars on either side of it and blue-grey wing coverts.
It was reluctant to leave the water and stayed behind after the grey
teal had been put up.

This is the third record for the Northern Territory. Conalon (1975) l ists
other Austla!.ian records from Victoria and Queensland and WheeLer (I97?)
and Kikkawa (1976) nention other records from Cape York.

As ian  Dowi tcher  L innodronus  eemipa lmatus

AIi and Ripley (1968 onwards) describe this species as breeding in western
Siberia, in ?ransbaikalia and in north-west and central Mongol.iat they
remark further that its complete breeding range is not known. They state
that on migration and in winter it occurs in China, Japan, north India,
Burma and Indo-Ch ina .  condon (1975)  nore  exp l i c i . t l y  descr ibes  i t  as
win ter ing  in  Indo-Ch ina ,  Ma lays ia ,  eas tern  Ind ia  and a lso  the  Sunda Is lands ,
and cites the first Australian and Northern Territbrv record of Crawford
a t  Darwin  on  15  October  1971.

K laps te  (1975) ,  add ing  a  new V ic to r ian  record ,  de ta i l s  p rev ious  occur rences
in  tha t  s ta te ,  s ta r t ing  w i th  the  f i rs t  record  o f  F .T .H.  Smi th  a t  por t
Ph i l l i p  Bay  on  T , fanuary  1973 and cont inu ing  w i th  the  V le r r ibee Farm record
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of an individual that apparentl-y stayed 26 months and his own Mud rsrands
lecord  o f  25  January  1975.  Serventy  and wh i t te l l  (1976)  descr ibe  r t  as
"a  fa i r l y  comon migran t "  in  the  nor th -west  o f  wes tern  Aus t ra l ia  and no te
tha t  a  spec imen coL lec ted  by  R.  Johns tone on  5  oc tober  1975 is  lodqed in
the  w.A.  Museum.  Gardner  and cardner  ( i976)  g ive  the  f i rs i  Oueens iana
record of a single bird at Wynnum on Moreton Bay on 1l Januaiy 1975. There
9I9 lyo further published eueensland records, that of Venable! and Cusa(1977)  who recorded a .s ingLe b i rd  a t  rhorns ide ,  13  March .  i i i e ,  i "a  tha t
o f  Lane o f  a  s ing le  b i rd  a t  ca i rns .  J . ! .  McKean t ras  g iven 'a t la i i i  o t  an
unpubr ished record  f rom shoa lhaven Heads.  N.s .w.  on  20  February  1977 when
a s ingLe b i rd  was observed by  E.  Mcc ibbon,  J .  Bywater  and h ims i l f .
There  is  a t  leas t  one record  f rom New Guinea,  o f  a  s ing le  b i rd  near  Bere ina ,
Cent ra l  p rov ince  (Heron,  1977)  .

The second Northern Territory record was of a single bird at the Sanderson
Sewage Ponds,  Darwin ,  on  10-11 September  1977.  The b i rd  was f i rs t  seen aE
about  06 .54  hours  on  10  Septenber  by  C.  Devonpor t  and myse l f .  The fo l low ing
descr ip t ion  was taken:

a t  f i r s t  g lance.  a  la rge  wader  resembl ing  a  Bar - ta i led  codwi t ,
L inoea Lappon iea ,  b t t  eas i l y  d is t ingu ished by  i t s  b i l l  wh ich  eras
blackish, not parti-coloured, not upturned and obvlously thicker with
a slightly bulbous tip and by its tait, which, although barred J.ike
the  godwi t ' s  was  c lear ly  v is ib le  a t  res t ,  no t  covered by  the  t ips  o f
the primries. The upperparts were greyish-brffn, strelked a dlrker
brown with a diffuse dark-bronn crown-stripe, off-white eyebrow and
9fi! ""9 

a blotchy grey face-patch at the base of the bil l . This patch
differed on the two sides of the face, suggesting sone noulting. ihe
underparts were l ight fam, ftecked on the lower breasti the flanks
were white with stnall crescentic black marks. In ft ight, tbe tail \das
white with close blackish bars, the rutnp appeared greyish and the wings
showed a diffuse grey-white trapezoidal .patch, resetnbling that of a
redshank but not 5o itearly defined. rhL fegi were dark greenish-black.
The f l igh t  was  no ted  as  s low and " lazy" .  The b i rd  fed  s ing ly  and no
ca l l  was  heard .

Th is -b i rd  was seen aga in  la te r  be tween 12 .15-13.00  hours  by  A.  Thompson and
myseLf .  I t  fed  w i th  a  s t i f f  novement ,  p ivo t ing  back  and fo r th  on  i i s  legs ,
w i th  i t s  b i l l  imersed in  water  up  to  the  base.  r t  jabbed i t s  b i r r  unate i -
water  severa l  t imes in  th is  pos i t ion  be fore  w i thdrawing  i t .  on  th is  occas ion
i t  was  more  c lose ly  observed in  f l igh t  than prev ious ty ;  the  w ing- l in ings
were white and the rump which had appeared gieyish wal seen to 6e whi.te
f reck led  w i th  a  darker  corour .  The b i rd  was seen fo r  the  las t  t ime on  r l
sep tember  be tween 15 .30-18.15  hours  by  J .  Es tbergs ,  c .  Devonpor t  and myser f .
A .  harsh  a la rn-ca l l .  no ted  as  " ra rk"  was  heard  and photograph i  were  taken.
These have been retained as record-shots but are unsuitirri for publicati.on.

on  15  oc tober  L9 '7 '7 ,  I  saw two fu r ther  b i rds  in  a  f lock  o f  B lack- ta i led  God-
v i l . ,  L inosa l inosa,  a t  Leanyer  Swamp,  Darwin .  They  were  read i l y  p icked ou t
o f  the  f lock  by  the i r  re ra t i ve ly  longer  b lack  b i - l l l  w i th  bu lbou-s  i ips , .o r "
clearl-y narked upperparts, heavier stance and more distinct head-paitern.
one bird' possibly an imature. was browner and nore heavity markld on the
upperpar ts  than the  o ther ,  As  w i th  the  f i rs t  b i rd ,  once ag l in  the  ta i l  was
seen clearly when the bird was at rest and was not hidden by the tips of
the  pr imar ies .

J .  Es tbergs  saw a  fu r ther  s ing le  b i rd  a t  Lee po in t ,  near  Darwin ,  on  29
J a n u a r y , 1 . 9 7 8 .



Ruf  f /Reeve Ph i lonaehus Pug nax

contlon (1975) describes this species as a wanderer to Australia an'l l ista

records from Western Australia; South Australia, Victoria and Tasnania. It

has a more westerly breetl ing distribution than nEny raders visit ing Australia

and breeds from western Eur6pe as far south as the nouth of the Loire in

France and in Hungary (voous; 1960) - It is a very variable species, with

no subspecies aeslribetl, but it seems likely that, following nornal migratory
pattern;. bircts wintering in Auatralia and south-east Asia originate from

ih. e.rt"6 end of the bieetl ing range which extends to the Kollma river in

siberia. There are two previous records for the Northern lerritory (Ii lcKean

e t  a L . ,  L 9 7 6 )  .

on 7 october L977, I saw a single mle biral in eclipse Plunage at 8olnes

Jungle swamp, near Darwin. It was first seen flying singly and.apPeared

as i mectimlsized wader with scaly go1den-brom upperparts, a 81i9ht rhite

wing-stripe anal white on the sides of the tail. At rest with l itt le

cur iew,  l lunen ius  n i .nu tus ,  i t s  body  was s l igh t ly  ]a rger  than tha t  sPec ies t .
with a stocky, 'neckless' build. The bil l  was of nedium length, rathe!

thick, anal alpeared to decurve slightly becauae it tapered towards the tip.

The upperparii were clearly scaly, the feathers golden-brom with black near

the ti!s. The head was greyish-brown and alnost umarked. The underParts
were g;ey-brom on the breast, tenaling to white on the aHoren. When the

bird ire6ned, it showed the wtrite Patches on the sides of the tail. The

legs were grey-green. The habitat was an open lagoon with exposed mud where

th; ritt le Curlew flock was resting, adjoining dry sedge-Plains and wet

reed-beds  o f  Tupha sP.

I have seen this species before, not only in the Northern Territory but also

in Europe and North Africa. It can b€ a diff icult bird to identify because
it is v;ry variable, both in size and colour, and because it Iacks the
distincti ie f l ight-features of many species. However, the scaliness of the

uplErparts, as in this bird, is often pronounced and the virtual absence of

n-e-aa-irarkfngs, with no distinctive colouring on the suPercil iun or I 'ores is

a good feature. The il lustration of the autl lm male in Peterson et 4U.
(1054 and later ealit ions) shows this well and is recomended.

Barn  swa l low E i . rundo rua t i . ca

Thompson (19?7) has previously l isted records of this sPeciea in the Northern

Territory which were unknom to Klapste when he sumBrised Auatralian
occurren;es (Klapste, I97?). There are another four records for the 1977/75
wet season which are given for the sake of conPl'eteness:

'22 
Septenber 1977: I '  sanderson sewage Ponds, Danin (It. ThonPson)t

5 Fetruary 1978: 1, sanderson sewage Ponds, Darwin (D. Jacobs,
R. Jacobs and T. .tacobs) t

19  March  19?8:  a  sml l  f lock  a t  Lee Po in t ,  Darw in ,  (D.  ,Jacobs ,

SUNBIRD 9 (3,/4}

I  A p r i l  1 9 7 8 :
R. Jacobs and T. itacobs) t

I .  N igh tc l i f f  (oarw in) ,  (H .  Thompson) .

It seems clear that this species is a regular Pass?ge-nigrant in stnall nu-
bers to the Darwin area and that, in the future, there wil l be l itt le Point
in publishing individual records unless they deviate from this pattern or
invo lve  new loca l i t ies .  The sPec ies  is  w idespread in  south-eas t  As ia  and
may well be a regular visitor as close to Darwin as Tinor. McKeaa et aL'
(I-975) rist seven seParate records for Timor betueen 20-25 october 1975 and
I have a further record from near !aga' 12 May 1974 (with .l-L. McKean and
f . J .  M a s o n ) .
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Yel low wagta i l  Motac i l la  f laoa

Ti:-_f: l lot!... 
species tl,at nay nell merit the status of regular pasaage_

mrgrant or non-breeding visitor to the Darrrin area although it see;s to
occur more erratically than the barn sra110w. Recent obs;rvations in
october and November 1972 suggest that at reast two distinct eub-pe-ies rnay
occur' representing tno groups that have been separated at specie; lever in
the past. current taxonomy generally recognizes i-n Motacitlz Tti io a singie
species with several distinct subspecies, ianging over moat of'the parae-
arctic region frm western Europe to eastern Siuiria, with a neaictic
population in Alaska.

However, Dementrev, Glad.kov et at. (L96jl recognise two separate species,
the-Yerlow $tagtair, MotaciLra flava, and, the s;-calleal yeliow-backid tfagtair,M. lutea. Bri-efry, M. fraua c6nprises subspecies in which the mie generarly
has_a blue or blue-grey head, often with a ;hite supercil ium 

"rra """a, "I?*1gy "1": 
and a range from the channet coast of Europe through to eaatern

srberra and Alaska. Under ly'. Lutea they recognise three subsp6cies,
f lao i .se ina '  lu tea  and ta i ,ana in  wh ich  l r re  aar ] r t  mare  has  .  g i . . " - " i  g reen ish
head and a yerlow supercil im. within this definit ion, a. t i iei ci ieists ofEnree-drs lunc t  b reed ing  popu la t ions ,  subspec ies  f lau iee ina  o f  Br i ta in  and
Ene ao]ornang coas ts  o f  con t inentar .Evrope.  lu tea ,  w i th  an  i l r -de f ined range
rgyslrly coinciding with what is polit icairy soviet Kazakhstan ^ni i i iuono
which breeals over a rarge area aiound vaku-tsk and islands in the sei otOkhotsk. The nesterlv populations, f lauissina and. Lutea, *iniJi i.-africa;
taitana winters in soirti- iast Asia a;d ttre-canges drainage.

on I october 1977, the writer watched a singre yerlow wagtair feeding at theedge of a sewage.pond. at sanderson, Darwin. rt , i i- i-,. i i i t .r i- iJ."i"i".a
as a wagtail bv its habit of 'bouncilg' its tail 

"p 
a;a-d;;-i i .eii i irv 

""ato  a  much grea ter  ex ten t  than is  typ i ia l  o f  p ip i ts l  n thu i  ip . . - ^ in . - rpp" ._parts were noted as dark-olive,_with the winls-blackish; tfr- 'wing_lJathers
had buffish edges and tips which-were especiit ly noticeable o, tfr", i.9_
coverts where they formed a-double wing-bar. Tie tail ,"s fai. iy-fo"g,
black, with white outer tair feathers. The heaat was brown wittr i uiuistr
!Jn9e, especial' ly on the 'mask' formed by the lores and the .. i-."". i.".
Jle5e ya9 a pronounced off-white eyebrow-and white throat. ttre uieist waslight-buff, tending to white on th6 abdonen. The feathers of tn! vent anatibia were buffish. The undulating fl ight ana , 'zweeti --ir-*.r.-tyfi".r.

On 12 and 13 November 1977, the writer saw another bird at Sanderaon. Ingenerar it resenbred the first bi.rd but the underparts were offlwhile ws.ttran untidy broken grey-brom pectoral band. The ' iap' and 'masi, weie aart_
9.:y ?ld the_ supercil iw whitish. The legs were brown_flesh. goth ineseindividurs had dark runps and on the basis of head-corou., r"r- 

"i""rryrepresentatives of the flaua grotp. The second bird my rirr tt ir"-re", 
",rmature .

On-26 November  L977t  I  sard  ye t  another  b i rd  a t  Sanderson,  w i th  a  aecondcall ing nearby but out of sight on the far side of 
"or" 

r,.rgi;r;".--rt i,
bird had olive-brown upperpaits including the head, ttrough ihe ,rp.."if io,was-predominantly yellow. The rup was olive_brogn. th6 underpaits of thisbird- were dirrv-white, with a diffuse band of orive stieiri i l-;;-d; breaat.Unlike-the other examples, however, the abdomen was bright y6ff-r. 

-f ir i"

individual differed fron previous ones in three respects, the supercil iwwas_mainly yellow, there was no trace of blue or grey on the olive_bromhead and the abdomen was yellow. on this basis, it 
-clear1y 

represen-ea tneLutea group and on the distributionar eviaence of Dementrev et aL. saa flrcs.-l i ke ly  to  have been ta ivana.
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The following records are included to complete the l ist of known occurrences
which have not as yet been published. On 29 Novetnber L977, the writer saw
two Yellow wagtails f lying over a garden in Nightcliff, a Dan in suburb,
ahead of a tropical storm. They rrere not closely observed. u!. t le Jakob-
sen, of copenhagen, Demark, has kindly sent me details of an adult Yellow
Wagtail in ecLipse plumage apparently of i-}:e flara group, that he obEerved
at Sanderson on 23 January 1976. He knows the species rtell from Dennalk
where it is a comn sumer resident.

SUM!,'ARY AND DISCUSSION

Many Palaearctic species, especially of the Charadriiformea' are cotmon in
the Darwin area duri-ng their non-breeding months and since 1967, when
crawford began his observations, additional vagrant species have been
discovered. by alert observers. crawford (1972) hinself covers 254 species
in his l ist, of which two were new records for Australia antl f ive for the
Northern Territory. Improved observer coverage has shown that species l ike
the Barn swallow and Yellow l{agtail are frequent visitors, if in srnall
numbers .

There are some interesting discrepancies that trErhaps cannot be explainetl
by the shortage of observers. There are sti l- l only trro records of the Long-
toed s t in t ,  Ca l id r ie  eubmi .nu ta ,  in  sp i te  o f  records  in  southern  Aus t ra l ia .
similarly, as yet there is no Northern Territory record of the Dunlin,
Calid.ri,s alpina, although it occurs in Java and there are records fron
elsewhere in Australia, Although we must allow that Darwin covers only a
smal l  por t ion  o f  the  Ter r i to ry rs  vas t  and o f ten  inaccess ib le  coas t l ine ,  we
must also consider whether some migratory pathways that we night expect,
in  fac t ,  by -pass  i t .  The L i t t le  cv tLew Nunen i ,us  n inu tue .  fo r  example ,
is comon in Darwin between Iate September and early January on its south-
wards migration but is rarely seen on its way north.
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YELLO}I-TINTED HOI{EYEATER AT XEIPA

D.H. CIOSE il.I D. 1EESE

The Yellow-tinted Honeyeater Li.chenostomue flaoeaeens has been recorded in
much of northern Australia, from the Kimberleys in the west to the eastern
drainage of the GuIf of Carpentaria, and as far south as !{t. Isa. It has
been seen in a variety of habitat, including flowering paperbark anal the
Iandward edge of mngroves, but mainly in eucalypt foiest, and especially
near water (Storr 1973 and 1977). In Cape york, the pubtished range of 

-

the species has hitherto lain as far north as Dunbar (Storr 1923, Xikkawa
1976), but is extended 4OO km further northrrard by the following record.

On 3 June 1978, Don Bowery, David Close and Don Teese observed the spectes
about two km north of the north end of the Weipa-Andoom causeway and about
l0 km nprth of Weipa. The approximte grid reierence of the ob-servation
was 141 '52rE,  12-34rS.  The hab i ta t  was  ta l l  open fo res t ,  cons is t ing  o f
two unidentif ied species of eucalypt, with an understorey of tall giass.
There were large areas of both rainforest and mangrove within one irn, Uut
the species was not noted in either during a survty rasting about 90 minutes
earlier that day by the above-mentioned and other observeri. The birdg
were seen only in the canopy of tall eucalypts, never below about lO n ed
usuaLly higher. They seemed to be feeding, but it is not known what on.
They were very active, and frequently chaaeal each other around. It was
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sunny, and details of the birdsr appearance were seen wel.l. at distances down
to about 20 m. The observers, who were fanil iar with this and sirnilar
s p e c i e s  o f  L i e h e n o | t o m u e  ( k e a r t l a n d i ,  o r n a t u s ,  p e n i c i . t l a t u s  a n d  p l u n u l u e l ,
realized when watching the birds that they were out of their published
range. The fol-lowing description was written dom by D.c. anal D.T. shortly
afterwards.

The birds seemed the same size and shape of the other Lichenoatonua species
mentioned. The back and nape were dull yellowish-olive. AII of the untler-
parts were yellowish-buff, and much lighter than the back. The undelparts
of several birds were clearly seen and showed no trace of mrkings. The
face was yellow, and brighter than the undelparts. Behind the ear was a
yellow plume with a black margin, which did not seen so rrarked as in
L. plunulus. Nothing was noted about the croun at the time, but the
observersr retrospective inpression is that it was intermediate in colour
between back and face, and certainly not distinct as with L. keattlandi. T}f,e
colour of the lores was not specifically notedt but they were certainly
not dark, as they would then have contrasteal noticeably with the l ight face.
No difference in pllmge was noted between intl ivit lual birats at the time of
observa t ion .

The most  f requent  ca l l  to  be  heard  was a  (usua l ly  d loub le )  " tw i t . . . tw i t " ,
s im i la r  to  a  ca l l  o f  L ,  p lunutua .  I leard  severa l  t imes was a  chuck l ing
cadence,  remin iscent  o f  the  charac ter is t i c  ca l l  o f  L .  ehryeopa.  A lso  heard
were  a  h igh-p i tched t r i l l ,  and  a  harsh  sco ld ing  l i ke  tha t  nade by  L ,  f laous .

The birds were nmerous, being frequently heard and seen along about 500 m
of  t rack .
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