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New England Tablelands, including Nandewar
David Niland

d44guttata@hotmail.com

Geography

The New England Tablelands and Nandewar
Bioregions (NET) lie largely in northeastern
New South Wales, but small sections of each
extend into southeast Queensland (Figure 1).
The combined area of these two bioregions is
7,748 km2, which accounts for merely 0.45% of
the state, yet most of its ecosystems are unique
within Queensland (DETSI 2025). As part of the
Great Dividing Range, NET is mainly elevated
land, composed of a granite batholith with
underlying sedimentary rocks which are
exposed on the land sloping down to the west.
These geological landforms are known as the
Granite Belt and Traprock Country regions,
occupying roughly the eastern third and western
two-thirds of NET, respectively. The mean
annual rainfall is 700-770 mm, with most rain
falling from November to February. Average
temperatures range from 1° to 16°C in winter
and 14° to 27°C in summer at Stanthorpe (BoM
2025). The major towns in these bioregions are
Stanthorpe, Wallangarra, and Texas, and the
Traprock extends north to the village of
Leyburn. Most of the region lies within the
Southern Downs Local Government Area
(LGA) and some western parts within the
Goondiwindi LGA. The state boundary with
New South Wales forms much of the eastern and
southern boundaries of the bioregions. The
Cunningham Highway crosses the northern
section, and the New England Highway runs
down the eastern side, mainly through the
Granite Belt. Major drainage catchments
include a small part of the Condamine River and
the headwaters of the Severn—Dumaresq River,
which both drain to the west as part of the
Darling River Basin (DETSI 2025). Fruit and
vegetable crops dominate the farmland west of
Stanthorpe, but most of the remainder has sheep
and cattle grazing. Many of the farms have
small dams, but the amount of water they
contain is variable. A series of ornamental ponds
along Quart Pot Creek in Stanthorpe is attractive
to many birds. Most of the natural vegetation is
grassy, shrubby woodland, or open forest with
large granite outcrops and peaks in places
(Sattler & Williams 1999).

Birds of the Bioregion

The Queensland Government lists 321 native
and ten introduced bird species in this Bioregion
in their report of December 2024 (DETSI
2024b). This includes 21 rare or threatened
species although some of those may now be
locally extinct. eBird records show a total of
243 species during 2024 including five
introduced species. For the previous four years
the records show 239 species with six
introduced species.

Significant sightings in 2024 included eight
Magpie Geese (Anseranas semipalmata) at
Caves Road near Stanthorpe (26 Jan), Stubble
Quail (Coturnix pectoralis) at the northern end
of Sundown National Park (26 Jan) , and six
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus
banksii) at Durikai State Forest (20 Jan — to the
same month as previous years).

Notable changes over 2020-2024

There were increases in abundance of many
species in the latter two to three years of the
period under consideration (2020 - 2024) which
is most likely a reflection of the wetter
conditions. This has been determined by
analysing reporting rates.

All species of cormorants and many other
waterbirds, including most herons, were found
in increasing numbers in the western section
(Nandewar) during 2024. There was a gradual
increase in many species in the Nandewar
section over the preceding four years, such as
the Black Swans (Cygnus atratus) which
peaked on Connolly Dam in February, while
Maned Ducks (Chenonetta jubata) were just
numerous throughout the year and in many
different areas.

Squatter Pigeons (Geophaps scripta
scripta) and Wonga Pigeons (Leucosarcia
melanoleuca) were in decline in the Nandewar
section, while Pheasant Coucals (Centropus
phasianinus) and Channel-billed Cuckoos
(Scythrops novaehollandiae) increased in both
sections. In contrast the records of Painted
Buttonquail (7Turnix varius) continued a decline
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Figure 1. New England Tablelands (pale brown), including Nandewar (white) showing eBird surveys from
2020 - 2024.

from a peak in 2021. Pacific Baza (Aviceda
subcristata) had a definite increase in the
eastern section during 2023 and 2024, and there
were many more records for the Brown
Goshawk  (Accipiter fasciatus) 1in 2024.
Records of Azure Kingfishers (4lcedo azurea),
Sacred Kingfishers (Todiramphus sanctus) and
the = Red-winged  Parrot  (Aprosmictus
erythropterus) were much higher in 2024.
Observations of Satin Bowerbirds
(Ptilonorhynchus violaceus) increased over the
years 2022-2024 in the eastern section.

The trend of increasing records for the
Purple-backed Fairywren (Malurus assimilis)
was probably due to observers becoming more
aware of it after the recent split with the
Variegated Fairywren although observations of
Superb Fairywrens (Malurus cyaneus) also
increased during 2023-2024. White-browed
Scrubwrens (Sericornis frontalis) had a steady
increase in observations through the five years
to 2024, while Southern  Whiteface
(Aphelocephala leucopsis) records declined in

the east and increased in the Nandewar section.
Observations of the Striated Thornbills
(Acanthiza  lineata),  Brown  Thornbills
(Acanthiza pusilla) and Buff-rumped Thornbills
(Acanthiza reguloides) were mainly in the
eastern section and showed a definite increase.
Grey Shrikethrush (Colluricincla harmonica)
and Rufous Whistler (Pachycephala
rufiventris) observations increased in 2023-
2024, as did the Olive-backed Oriole (Oriolus

sagittatus) and  Australasian Figbird
(Sphecotheres vieilloti) records.

Records of Butcherbirds, Australian
Magpie (Gymnorhina tibicen)  and Pied

Currawong (Strepera graculina) also increased.
While Torresian Crows (Corvus orru) had
increased much more than the Australian Raven
(Corvus coronoides), the smaller insectivores
such as Fantails, Flycatchers and Robins were
all recorded more frequently. = The more
common finches also had an increase in records.
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multiple days.

Table 1. Sightings of listed species.
Number: Number of observations submitted from 2020 to 2024. There may be duplication in this
column when there were multiple independent observers or bird(s) stayed in the same location for

Aus shows the conservation status under the Australian Commonwealth EPBC Act
Qld shows the conservation status under the Qld Nature Conservation Act
V =vulnerable, E = endangered, CE = critically endangered.

Species Aus Qld Number Location and Comments
Latham’s Snipe (Gallinago \ Vv 64 Most observations in the Stanthorpe Plateau plus a few at the
hardwickii) northern and western edges of the Bioregion.
Squatter Pigeon (southern) Vv Vv 101 Most observations from the Durikai-Greymare area
(Geophaps scripta scripta)
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo E 2 Both observations were in 2024 at Durikai State Forest
(south-eastern)
(Calyptorhynchus banksii
graptogyne)
Glossy Black Cockatoo \Y 18 Up to 5 birds in various locations, between February and
(Calyptorhynchus lathami) August in 2024
Powerful Owl (Ninox \Y 18 Single birds in Eukey area, mainly between January and April in
strenua) 2024
White-throated Needletail \" \Y 45 At various locations between Stanthorpe and Warwick, and
(Hirundapus caudacutus) between Texas and Durikai State Forest
Painted Honeyeater \Y \Y 3 A vagrant appeared at Durikai State Forest in October 2024.
(Grantiella picta)
Southern Whiteface Vv \Y 109 Many of the records were from the western areas — ie Cement
(Aphelocephala leucopsis) Mills, Pikedale and Sundown National Park southern section.
Diamond Firetail Vv \ 547  Two thirds of the records were from areas near the NSW border

(Stagonopleura guttata)

- Wallangarra, Girraween National Park and the southern

section of Sundown National Park.

Listed Species

Sightings of species listed as vulnerable,
endangered or critically endangered under the
Commonwealth EPBC Act and the Queensland
Nature Conservation Act are shown in Table 1.

Conservation

BirdLife Australia (2025a) have identified some
642 sq kms of the Traprock region as a Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA), particularly for the
Regent Honeyeater (Anthochaera Phrygia) and
Diamond Firetail (Stagonopleura guttata). Two
other KBAs are now included in this Bioregion
but are primarily for species of Macrozamia
palms (Darling Downs near Texas and
Extension of Girraween). A report for the
Traprock IBA in 2022 noted a land-use change
from grazing sheep to grazing goats and a
significant problem with feral cats, foxes, pigs
and rabbits. Areas providing environmental
protection comprise the Girraween and
Sundown National Parks (NP); Horan’s Gorge
Environmental Park and Arcot; Broadwater,
Durikai, Greenup, Gunyan, Leyburn,

Passchendaele, Talgai, and Texas State Forests
(SF); and 22 Nature Refuges.

Since 2005 BirdLife Southern Queensland
volunteers have been conducting seasonal
surveys on properties north of Texas for the 20
Million Trees Program (BLA 2019b). Birds
Queensland volunteers continued a series of
regular route surveys around the southwestern
end of Sundown National Park to map birds in
the different ecosystems.

Major Events

There was greater than average rainfall in 2024
with January, April and November - December
being the main contributors to increased avian
abundance. The temperatures were above the
average maximums in August to December, and
above the normal minimums for all except two
months. Artificial waterbodies include Storm
King Dam in the east, Glenlyon and Coolmunda
Dams in the west, and the Leslie and Connolly
Dams near Warwick to the north-east were all
full or near capacity since mid 2021 (BoM
2024).
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There were no significant bushfires in this
Bioregion during 2024. The amount of rain
during the past three years has meant that there
were no drought declared areas for the first time
since 2013. (DETSI 2024a).
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Plate 1. Brown-headed Honeyeater collecting kangaroo hair (Graham Donaldson)
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